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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 06 January 2019
The Gospel

As the people were filled with expectation, and
all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah,
John answered all of them by saying, “I baptise
you with water; but one who is more powerful
than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with
many other exhortations, he proclaimed the
good news to the people. But Herod the ruler,
who had been rebuked by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all
the evil things that Herod had done, added to
them all by shutting up John in prison. Now
when all the people were baptised, and when
Jesus also had been baptised and was praying,
the heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

Lk 3: 15-22

Prayer

Heavenly Father, the star that led the Magi to
the stable announced to the world that its
Saviour was born. Today we live in a world that
is still covered by darkness, and still needing to
make that journey to the stable door. May our
lives reflect your light day by day, as we seek to
serve where you have placed us. That we might
be the means through which others can
encounter Jesus Christ. Amen

Epiphany of Our Lord

Next Sunday’s Readings

2Cor10:1-11
JIn1:29-34

You are my Son,
the Beloved;
with you
I am well

pleased

Lk 3:22

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and
the manifestation of the glory of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds. Declare
these things; exhort and reprove with all
authority. Let no one look down on you.

Remind them to be subject to rulers and
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for
every good work, to speak evil of no one, to
avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show
every courtesy to everyone. For we ourselves
were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,
slaves to various passions and pleasures,
passing our days in malice and envy, despicable,
hating one another.

But when the goodness and loving kindness of
God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we
had done, but according to his mercy, through
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Titus 2:11 - 3:7
e

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Epiphany Teens Corner

Welcome to the Season of the Epiphany. It is the time we
recall the Baptism of Jesus and our own immersion in God’s
grace.

Attention all Teens and Teens families!!!

A very Happy and Blessed New Year to i

Baptism marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. At his you all. OLOL Maronite Flame Teens [s

baptism in the waters of the Jordan river Jesus is honoured to bring back our Mary Home
accompanied by the voice of God the Father and the Visits. It has been quiet in the last year
presence of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove. or so, but She is back. &
Immediately after this, Jesus heads off to the desert for 40 :

days. As a ministry under the Patronage of our

. . . . . Blessed Mother Mary, it brings us great joy to be able to

hristians have follow hi mal pr ver since. . : ’ - . .
Christans hove followed this baptismal practice ever Ance: visi e homes of he teenagers and o prviege in meeting
Titus states, ‘he saved us . . . according to his mercy, through their families. It also, gives the famllles'an opportunity to
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit’ (v5¥. meet some of the dedicated leaders.

Baptism marks the entry into a Christian life, filled with TEENS: It is up to YOU to ask your parents to have the rosary
grace. It is an invitation to live as Jesus did. Again we make yisit at your house.
reference to today’s Reading which sheds light on how a

baptised person should live: PARENTS: Please feel free to contact me for further

Renounce impiety and worldly passions information if you wish to welcome Our Lady into your

[

U Live lives that are self-controlled, upright and godly homes.

° Wait for the blessed hope

° To l;e ready for every gf,’od work God bless you all and may the Graces through the great

. Speak evil of no one intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, abundantly shower
®  Avoid quarrelling upon you and your families in this New Year, as She leads us
° Be gentle show every courtesy closer to her beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

We belong to God, we are graced by God, we follow Jesus, OQur Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, please pray for us and for
and we are ‘heirs according to the hope of eternal life’ (3:7). the Teens Ministry. Amen.
So live out your baptismal calling. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Executive Team

The Servant’s Word Deyim Deyim..

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, starting a new season of our Liturgical Year. After the Season of
the Birth of the Lord, when the Son of God became man to save us, the Trinity appears today in a glorious
image in which we are liberated by the Father’s voice, the Son’s baptism and the Spirit’s descent.

This revelation comes after a state of expectation and awaiting the Messiah the Saviour. The 1good news came
through John who said “I baptise you with water... He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3: 16).
John pointed to the Messiah and disappeared after he said “He must grow greater, | must grow less” (John 3:
30). With John the Baptist the Old Testament concluded and the New Testament started, the Testament of the
great grace.

In his epistle today, Saint Paul reminds us that we have been saved not because of our own upright actions but by the free grace that
has overflown us through our Lord Jesus Christ. But how can someone obtain the grace if they are not in touch with the giver of that
grace? In the midst of a corrupt world which attracts us to be a part of it, John’s call prompts us to repent and return to God in order to
receive the blessing. Are we aware of its importance?

@ive us O Lord to be faithful to your grace and to renew our baptismal vows by devoting ourselves to you so we can maintain the
presence of the Holy Trinity in our daily lives saying: Deyim...Deyim...

The Lebanese people have keﬁt many traditions related to the Feast of the Epiphany, includin% the women preparing special food and
sweets such as Awamet which are made with wheat flower, cut into small balls, cooked in oil and dumped in sugar syrup. They also
make Zlabia and Macaron, calling these sweets “baraket el-eid”. One of the most prominent Lebanese beliefs is that Jesus walks around
and visits the homes at midnight while saying: ‘Deyim, Deyim’, meanin%’Everlasﬁng, Everlasting’. Just before midnight, people would
pray while kneeling to receive the blessing when Jesus passes by, and lift up their supplications which are answered because the gates
of heaven are open on this night. They used to light up fire as January is very cold and sit around it, stirring the fire with a long stick. If
they see a lot of sparks they become optimistic and they ask God to give them as much money or other things. Some of the other beliefs
is that all the trees kneel for Jesus when passing except for the fig tree because of its arrogance, so they would burn its branches as a
punishment. On this night, the housewife would go and check the food provisions in her house, stirring them while saying ‘Deyim,
Deyim’, believing that the blessing would descend on them. On this day, the faithful bring their children to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism. In the morning of the Feast day, the masses are celebrated and the faithful bring with them bottles of water with a green stick
for the priest to bless them so the sick would drink from it to be healed, and the homes sprinkled with it to cast out bad spirits, mice,
rats and so on. One of their sayings: “whoever does not have someone to baptise let them baptise a stick on Epiphany.” Some people
used to celebrate mass at the spring water of the village so its water would be blessed. They would also make a dough on this night and
the dough would rise without yeast. One of the traditions too is the priest visiting the homes, sprinkling them with water to bless them.

On a parish note, as we begin this new year - we have a hint of sadness in the air as we farewell Sr Margaret and Sr Guita who are
leaving our parish community to start their new mission at St Maroun's Dulwich Hill. We thank both for their dedication, service and
presence with us. Sr Guita supported the ministry of our Seniors Committee and had an active presence with their initiatives and
events. Her cheerful spirit and smile will be missed around the parish. Sr Margaret leaves us after a tremendous 22 years of
Eartici ation and service in the life of our parish family; particularly the \Aouth. During her many years as assistant Youth Chaplain, she
elped develop many of our current and former parish leaders. She used her experience and knowledge to support adult faith

formation and her weekly newsletter contributions are always helpful in breaking open the Gospel of the week. We thank Sisters
Margaret and Guita and wish them well on this next chapter of their religious ministry. We are joyful to welcome Sr Marlene and Sr
Cynthia who will be joining our community.

Father Tony Sarkis



The Importance of Baptism

Over many years of service within the Church, | have witnessed numerous wedding
and baptism preparations - from booking the hall and church, to arranging flowers
and seating. There is a common factor in many of these occasions which | cannot fail
to notice. As a very social and family oriented people, we tend to become more
focused on organising the logistics of such events, overlooking the most important
aspect of all - reception of the actual Sacrament, with its attached graces and virtues.
If parents fully understood the importance of Baptism, we would baptise our
newborn infants within a week, if not on the very same day of their birth, to ensure
there is no delay in receiving all the wonderful gifts of the Blessed Trinity.

In the process of writing this article, the analogy of buying a new phone occurred to me. What'’s the first thing we do upon
buying something as simple as a mobile phone? Immediately we claim ownership to it by registering our name as the
owner. Then we begin to personalise it by placing our “mark” in the form of adding contacts, adjusting display settings,
uploading photos, downloading applications, etc. Can you imagine how much God loves each newborn baby (or adult) and
longs to “personalise” this gift of His own creation? He places His Divine character on the soul of the newly baptised and
claims it as His own, while bestowing upon it all the graces and virtues necessary for its sanctification. If we pay so much
attention into acquiring a new phone, how much more importance should be placed on the soul in Baptism? Being the
foundation of all the other Sacraments has already implied its great importance in the life of “a follower of Christ” without
which we cannot claim to be, according to the precepts that Jesus has mandated.

Of course it’s not only children that are in need of Baptism - the Sacraments of Initiation are as vital for non-Catholic adults
as they are for infants, allowing them to be “born again” after having a conversion of heart, bringing them into the fullness
and knowledge of the Truth. With ongoing formation and a deeper knowledge of our Church Teachings, over time all the
baptised will come to understand, to love, and to share the Faith which has been infused into our souls at Baptism, leading
us to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Salwa Elias

Reflection of The Week

Finding Jesus
“You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your heart.” These were the words
spoken by God to the prophet Jeremiah yet how many of us can truly say that we seek God with
all of our hearts?

We are living in a world which is full of distractions and temptations which continue to drive us
further away from God. We only need to take a look around and see how distracted people are
with their phones and social media to realize how preoccupied we have become.

flaving spent almost five years attending daily Mass, leading the rosary, going on silent retreats and spending time in front
of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, it was quite a challenge and still is adapting to the married life especially now that we
have two ten month old twins and another little one on the way. The challenge has been finding God in different ways and
not just at church as my vocation now calls me to be the provider and protector of my family.

There are two paths that we can take that we can be assured of finding Jesus.

The first and safest way of finding Jesus is through devotion to his blessed Mother. We read this week in the gospel that
having lost Jesus, Our Lady searched for him for three days. | think this is the perfect example of seeking God with all of our
hearts. Mary did not give up until she found Jesus.

Writing about Mary, St Louis De Montfort said, “Mary is the admirable echo of God. When we say, ‘Mary,” she answers,
‘God’.” We can always be assured that Mary will lead us closer to God and to the sacraments. No matter how busy we may
get, there is no excuse for not praying the daily rosary. | often pray mine on the way home from work when things are busy.

The second path is that of finding Jesus in the poor. It is easy to give the beggar a few coins and keep going on our way but
if we want to really find God with all of our hearts we need to spend time with the poor. Perhaps instead of a few coins,
stop and have a coffee with the homeless women on the street, maybe visit a stranger at your local nursing home or even
just give that lonely person from work some of your time. My friends let us not forget that Christ is in each and every one of
the poor and what ever we do to the least of His own we do unto Him. (Matt 25:40)

Rob Mourad



Parish Camera

Epiphany Sweets Preparations - Deyim Deyim

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Ta rget 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

S5 ONLY a week

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

A 7 7 .
Wa z‘w/ng{ ocation
AR/ ,

/4/‘/' a // OCCAS LIS

Catering for all occasions now

9635 6655 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU
available Call : 02 8898 1550




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 6 January: Epiphany of the Lord
8:00am (Arabic), 9:30am (English) , 11:00am (Arabic &

English), 5:00pm (Arabic & English) and 7:00pm

(English) Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water

8:00am The livings and departed of the members of
Sodality

5:00pm Charbel Wadih Nader from Sir El Dannieh (died
in Lebanon)

Tuesday 8 January
6:00pm One Year Youssef Mikhael Saad from Kour

Batroun

Saturday 12 January
6:00pm Ayoub Mkhayel Saad (Died in Lebanon)

Sunday 13 January: 1* Sunday after the Epiphany
7:00am Rosary prayer

8:00am Mass for the intentions of the sinners and the
sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at
Fatima

11:00am One Year Youssef and Therese El Rassi from
Ein Zebdeh
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Announcements

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Men Faith Formation Group
As men, we are called to become leaders of faith in our domestic
churches. Come and join us on the journey to deepen our faith,
Meeting one Monday per month, February to November at 7:30 pm.
All men are welcome
To register or for more information text Joe Ayoub on 0411 752 993

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
call gl cpallgl) aal lias) dngs el gl JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
Aglad) S — AlY) Al ABle
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar\é& Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30gm -6pm
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Call 1300 627 227

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
assist you

contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Puzfatory, Antoun Sarkis, Steven Aboud & deceased Aboud Family, Hanna Azar (B) Milia Bou
Raidan (C) (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil

,{g Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Fergenia Khattar, Nehme Khattar (L) Boulos Laoulach, Char-

"l lene Lolach, Jenevieve Nakhoul Hnayne Ghandour, Talal el Willys, David el Houssein, Laua & Hamid Karam, Paul Ribbons, Joseph Rizk, Abdo Kastoun, Eid Semaan, Dianne Lolach,

‘.\'-“ Elaine Kastoun, Jacqueline Rizk, Diana Nehme, Sophia Semaan, Hanie Kairouz, Johnmy Khoury, Ghassibi Kairouz, Hanie Asmar, Antoine Kayrouz, George Helou, Victor Moussa(M)

Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa,

Nabih & Bahia Maroun (N) Liela Nader (O) (PL(Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe , Raymond & Etour Roumanus & their son Joseph, Badoui Antoun Reaiche & Phelomina Reaiche (SR Boutros

Kozhaya Sassine, Eva Akle Saad Shearing, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families, Janette & Louis Semaani, Youssef Michael Shaheen (T) Youssef Habib Daher Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)

Joseph Nehmeh, Yousef Kabboura, Hanneh Kabboura, Mary Kabboura, Elias Bchara, Antoun Bchara, Adele Wehebe, Maroun, Dibeh, Elias, Ramza, Fadwa, El Khoury Hanna Bou

Melhem, Salim Assaf Laoulach & Wife Nazimeh, Semaan Assaf Laoulach & Wife Chmouneh, Gerges and Latifeh Tehmeh, Yousef Habib Daher Taouk, Gergeh el Haddad and parents,

Mary, Chmouni, Janette & Ramona Sakr, Naiyeh el Bazouni, Emilio Boutros, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families, Aleecha Malkoun, Hanna Simon, George Kanaan, Roumanos Boutros

Dahdah & parents & brothers, Khalil Youssef Issa & wife Marina, George Sara, Chafika Hawi, Hanane Wahibeh, Mounir el Bazouni, Raymond Anjoul, Esber Rizk, Diab and Diby Tansa

Hawy, Tannous Wadiaa, Youssef Hady, Chmouni Massoud, Maurice and Ward Abi Daher
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