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The Gospel

Now every year his parents went to
Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. When the festival was ended and they
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they
went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for
him among their relatives and friends. When they
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions. And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and |
have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?”
But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and
human favour.

Lk 2: 41-52

New Year - World Peace Day

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘1 am going away,
and | am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would
rejoice that | am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. And now | have told you this
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe. | will no longer talk much with you, for the
ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over
me; but | do as the Father has commanded me, so
that the world may know that | love the Father. Rise,
let us be on our way.

Jn 14:27-31

The Finding of Our Lord In The Temple

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters, Now if perfection had been
attainable through the levitical priesthood — for the
people received the law under this priesthood —
what further need would there have been to speak
of another priest arising according to the order of
Melchizedek, rather than one according to the order
of Aaron? For when there is a change in the
priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law
as well. Now the one of whom these things are
spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no
one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that
ll our Lord was descended from Judah, and in

ll connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about
priests. It is even more obvious when another priest
arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who has
become a priest, not through a legal requirement
concerning physical descent, but through the power
of an indestructible life. For it is attested of him,
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“You are a priest forever, according to the order of

Melchizedek.” There is, on the one hand, the
abrogation of an earlier commandment because it
was weak and ineffectual (for the law made nothing
perfect); there is, on the other hand, the
introduction of a better hope, through which we
approach God.

Next Sunday’s Readings
First Sunday After Epiphany
2Cor 10: 1-11

Jn1:29-34 Heb 7: 11-19

Did You Not Know That I Must Be In My Father’s House?

Lk 2: 49

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by
those who are called “the circumcision”— a physical circumcision made in the flesh by
human hands— remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made
both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death
that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also
are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Eph 2:11-22

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 04 Jan from 9:30am - Sat 05 Jan at 7:30am

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795



4 Finding of Our Lord
in the Temple

Light from the Wor

s we near the end of 2018 we celebrate on this last Sunday
the Finding of Our Lord in the Temple. This is the only
passage that tells the story of Jesus as a young boy.

Jesus stays behind in Jerusalem while his parents head off
home, unaware of Jesus’ delay. He spends three days in the
Temple, ‘sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking hem questions’ (Lk 2:46). In our Reading for this
Sunday, taken from the Letter to the Hebrews, it is clear that
Jesus was born for holiness. His interest in remaining in the
Temple, his curiosity and intrigue over the three days, attest
to a person deeply focussed on God and truth.

Jesus is seen as ‘another priest arising according to the order

Seniors’ Committee

The Peace of Our Lord Jesus be with you all dear brothers
and sisters in Christ.

In this Glorious and Joyful season of Christmas, the Seniors’
committee with our spiritual Director, Father Bernard wish
everyone, especially our precious seniors, a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The Senior's Committee celebrated our annual Christmas
lunch to end a very productive and wonderful year of 2018,
It was so beautiful to see the happiness and excitement on
our seniors faces and everyone present as we also visited
the nursing home in Guildford and celebrated the Holy Mass
with Our Dean Father Tony Sarkis and Subdeacon Robert el
Bayeh.

of Melchizedek’ (Heb 7:11). Yet Jesus was very different
from any other priestly figure. Jesus did not follow the

practice of priestly figures of his time. Instead he listened
and questioned. He provoked and challenged. Jesus didn’t
follow the status quo. Where his heart led, he followed and
if that meant leaving his parents, he did so. If that meant
questioning the teachers of the time, he did that too.

We look forward to see everyone in February 2019, may God
bless us all, have a safe holiday

Sonia Abi Rached

To be called to choose God, to have faith, to commit to a
religion, is to want to grow in belief, to pursue truth, to
delve deeper and be immersed in God’s ways, just as Jesus
did. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word Thank You!

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christmas is truly a glorious occasion when everyone is filled with so much joy in welcoming our
Lord and Saviour into our hearts. As the joy of this Season continues to penetrate our hearts and
minds, it is also an opportune time to reflect on the year that has just passed and start planning
for the year ahead.

In reflecting on 2018, | cannot help but reflect on the people that have influenced my life in one
way or another and the relationships that have added so much value to me personally and to the |
parish as a whole. Although we sometimes get caught up in everything that takes place here at |
the Cathedral, it is very timely that we take a moment to share our gratitude and appreciation for
all the hard work that everyone does. For this reason, | would like to dedicate this Shepherd’s Corner to say “Thank you”.

Firstly, | would like to thank my brother priests for all their hard work and support in helping me in the administration of
this parish. | have learnt so much from you and continue to learn. | appreciate your dedication to the parish and pray that
each of you continues to be a beacon in transmitting the love of Christ in everything that you do. Secondly, | would like to
thank all the staff members. It is not easy working for a Church and staff members are usually working long hours behind
the scenes to ensure that everything is planned well and runs smoothly. | thank you for your commitment and enthusiasm.
Next | would like to thank all our committees, volunteers, choirs, traffic controllers, altar servers, altar decorators and all
who work tirelessly plan, prepare, organise and run every aspect of our parish. Without you we cannot exist! Thank you for
your generosity and your love in serving the needs of every generation that exists in our parish. You are the underpinning
strength that keeps the foundations of this parish so strong and so alive. Further, | would like to thank the Maronite Sisters
of the Holy Family for their support and presence beside and among us always. Finally, thank you to all our parishioners.
Thank you one and all for everything that you do and for everything that you give. Most of all thank you for all your prayers.
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral is truly the nurturing and compassionate mother who supports all Parishes within our
Eparchy. This is because of the love and support of each one of you —the children of Our Lady of Lebanon.

let us begin this New Year of 2019 with a heart that is focused on taking Jesus with us everywhere we go, and placing Him
in the centre of everything we do. May God bless you and your families with a Happy New Year of good health and
prosperity, filled with His peace and joy that the world cannot give.

Father Tony Sarkis



essage of Pope Francis for the Wotld Peace Day 2019

Peace be to this house - In sending his disciples forth on mission, Jesus told them: “Whatever house you
enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but "
if not, it shall return to you” (Lk 10:5-6). Bringing peace is central to the mission of Christ’s disciples. That =~ ‘
peace is offered to all those men and women who long for peace amid the tragedies and violence that { =
mark human history.[The “house” of which Jesus speaks is every family, community, country and
continent, in all their diversity and history. It is first and foremost each individual person, without
distinction or discrimination. But it is also our “common home”: the world in which God has placed us and ===
which we are called to care for and cultivate.

The challenge of good politics - Peace is like a delicate flower struggling to blossom on the stony ground of violence. We know that the
thirst for power at any price leads to abuses and injustice. Politics is an essential means of building human community but when

political life is not seen as a form of service to society as a whole, it can become a means of oppression, marginalization and even
destruction. Jesus tells us that, “if anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all” (Mk 9:35). If exercised with basic
respect for the life, freedom and dignity of persons, political life can indeed become an outstanding form of charity.

Charity and human virtues: the basis of politics at the service of human rights and peace - Pope Benedict XVI noted that “every
Christian is called to practise charity in a manner corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of influence he wields in
the society. In this regard, it may be helpful to recall the “Beatitudes of the Politician”, proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal
Francgois-Xavier, a faithful witness to the Gospel who died in 2002: Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding
of his role. Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies credibility. Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and
not his or her own interest. Blessed be the politician who remains consistent. Blessed be the politician who works for unity. Blessed be
the politician who works to accomplish radical change. Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening. Blessed be the politician who
is without fear.

Political vices - Sadly, together with its virtues, politics also has its share of vices which detract from the credibility of political life
overall, as well as the authority, decisions and actions of those engaged in it.

Good politics promotes the participation of the young and trust in others - When politics concretely fosters the talents of young
people and their aspirations, peace grows in their outlook and on their faces. Today more than ever, our societies need “artisans of
peace” who can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who wills the good and the happiness of the human family.
No to war and to the strategy of fear - A hundred years after the end of the First World War, we are more conscious of the terrible
lesson taught by fratricidal wars: peace can never be reduced solely to a balance between power and fear. To threaten others is to
lower them to the status of objects and to deny their dignity. This is why we state once more that an escalation of intimidation, and the
uncontrolled proliferation of arms, is contrary to morality and the search for true peace.

1 great project of peace - In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted in the wake of the Second World War. In this context, let us also remember the observation of Pope John XXIlI: “Man’s
awareness of his rights must inevitably lead him to the recognition of his duties. The possession of rights involves the duty of
implementing those rights, for they are the expression of a man’s personal dignity. And the possession of rights also involves their
recognition and respect by others”. Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a great political project grounded in the mutual responsibility and
interdependence of human beings. But it is also a challenge that demands to be taken up ever anew. It entails a conversion of heart and
soul; it is both interior and communal; and it has three inseparable aspects: Peace with oneself, Peace with others and Peace with all
creation.

www.vatican.va

Fersen Corner

Out with the old and in with the... 2018. Wow what a year. Wow, look at your achievements. Wow, look
what needs improving. Wow, what didn’t | achieve? The new year is a perfect way to reflect on the old,
what has happened and see what | can do better. Whilst the rest of the world finds ways to finds ways to
find the perfect diet, see which holiday I’'m going to go on and “tick off the bucket list”, God has

something else in mind. Your new eternal holiday is Heaven and your money to get there is how you &
spend your time here on Earth. The only way to save up for this once in a lifetime trip is by three simple !
steps:

- Prayer. Pray as much as you can. Even if you’re too lazy to even do the Sign of the Cross. DO IT! How
can | claim to be Christian if | can’t even communicate with Christ who gave me everything?

- Service. Get involved. For the older kids reading this... stop being lazy. Pick a group in the parish — Fersen, Teens, Youth,
Faith & Light or even Heaven on Earth. We were put on this earth to love. To love God is to also love your neighbour.

- LOVE! Turn that frown upside down! When we love each other like we love God we will grow closer to His heart. When we
always look at the negative in life and forget to love, we become bitter and like that cursed fig tree, we bear no fruit.

So, start saving up. We only have this life. God Bless and from the Fersen Al Adra have a safe and Blessed new year.
Ann Boutros
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YOU WERE BORN IN A MANGER FULL OF ROUGH HAY IN MY HEART THIS CHRISIMAS I.ORD PI.EASE LAY.

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page? D
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month

E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

& ‘@ymwBeWeBow%u&

Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550

Do you have sore feet?
Dont put up with
it any longer!
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS o) il b
Sunday 30 December: Finding of Our Lord in the Temple S8l B ol dgag aal i) gl ¥ sl

8:00am (Arabic), 9:30am (English) , 11:00am (Ara & Engl),

slaca Vi v g0ty iAL.ua Yhce e g q:We Aoy aluladl)
5:00pm (Arabic & English) and 7:00pm (English)

Monday 31 December: New Year’s Eve Ll s a0 A :J ) s ¥ iy
10:30am Funeral Therese Habib Loddos Fakhry from
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Tuesday 1 January: New Year’s Day — World Day of Peace
8:00am (Arabic), 10:00am (English) and 6:00pm (Arabic & sl Tiv e g Blua (@alSH) Yeren o (Le) Are v cludadl)

English) (&3S /o)

Tuesday 1 January: New Year’s Day — World Day of Peace
8:00am (Arabic), 10:00am (English) and 6:00pm (Ara & Eng)
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Wednesday 2 January Cla )i (e alaa Caal dl) daad agapall B2 Y ei¥

10:30am Funeral Nehmtallah Amine Haddad from Kfarsghab bl e ALY 1 B (S 0 g

Saturday 5 January: Eve of the Epiphany

10:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water obaall cliyst A5 e alhal) ye ALY (8 Blusa Y ezen

Sunday 6 January: Epiphany of the Lord
8:00am (Arabic), 9:30am (English) , 11:00am (Ara & Eng)

(paldad) il s JEY () iS 1 aaY)

5:00pm (Arabic & English) and 7:00pm (English) slawa Vivw gotvvglalua YV e g d:fe ¢ Arv e cludadl)
ALL Epiphany Masses with Blessing of the water slual) ey, 4, e

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality . c L e . R
‘;».'a_).nj &L\\JA‘ 6;\:\;\ M&Y\ ;L\.l\ 4:\.1 é“— u.n\JB Ao

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

ichi Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Ta rget 2000 Parlshloners made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43
Announcements
OLOL Music Academy Men Faith Formation Group

As men, we are called to become leaders of faith in our domestic
churches. Come and join us on the journey to deepen our faith,
Meeting one Monday per month, February to November at 7:30 pm. All
men are welcome
To register or for more information text Joe Ayoub on 0411 752 993

In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
o~ (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoun Sarkis, Steven Aboud & deceased Aboud Family, Hanna Azar (B) Milia Bou
{-@g Raidan (C) (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil
(o= Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Fergenia Khattar, Nehme Khattar (L) Boulos Laoulach, Char-
lene Lolach, Jenevieve Nakhoul Hnayne Ghandour, Talal el Willys, David el Houssein, Laua & Hamid Karam, Paul Ribbons, Joseph Rizk, Abdo Kastoun, Eid Semaan, Dianne Lolach,
Elaine Kastoun, Jacqueline Rizk, Diana Nehme, Sophia Semaan, Hanie Kairouz, Johnmy Khoury, Ghassibi Kairouz, Hanie Asmar, Antoine Kayrouz, George Helou, Victor Moussa(M)
Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa,
Nabih & Bahia Maroun (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe , Raymond & Etour Roumanus & their son Joseph, Badoui Antoun Reaiche & Phelomina Reaiche (S) Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Eva Akle Saad Shearing, Rizk, Tanna & Saba Families, Janette & Louis Semaani, Youssef Michael Shaheen (T) Youssef Habib Daher Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)

We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au
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