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The Gospel Revelation to Joseph & Feast of St Nehmtallah el Haridini The Epistle

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place Brr]othershand sistersh | .

. . . This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for
in this way. When his mother MarY had been Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - for
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived

surely you have already heard of the
together, she was found to be with child from commission of God’s grace that was given me
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a

for you, and how the mystery was made known
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to

to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.

words, a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of
But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream

Christ. In former generations this mystery was
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid

not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become

to take Mary as your wife, for the child Next Sunday’s Readings | [€/1OW heirs, members of the same body, and
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will Genealogy of Jesus :Egrgec::plglithe promise in Christ Jesus through
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for Rom1:1-12 Of this gospel | have become a servant
he will save his people from their sins.” Mt1:1-17 according to the gift of God’s grace that was

given me by the working of his power.
Although | am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the

Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, and to make everyone see what is the

All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and

they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, I vk ian e od wh
“God Is with us.” When Joseph awoke from B ©'<niod all things; so that through the church
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord O Joseph, rise, the wisdom of Ggo:j in its rich varigty might now
commanded him; he took Mary as his wife, but be made known to the rulers and authorities in
had no marital relations with her and she had LIS LR ) iF-{s M the heavenly places. This was in accordance
. with the eternal purpose that he has carried out
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. ) in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have

Mt 1: 18-25 EEBV/EV QA ) S (I o cess to God in boldness and confidence

through faith in him. | pray therefore that you
they are your glory.

Glory be to You, O Christ our God, you chose the Eph 3:1-13
most blessed among women to be your mother, and Word
in a dream you revealed the mystery of Saint
Your .conception to righteous Joseph to whom she Nemetallah
was betrothed, filling him with peace. May Your joy The Maronite Liturgy el - Hardini

and peace fill the world, and Your love dwell in our

Intercede for Us!

hearts forever. Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Revelation To Joseph Be A Peacemaker

Following the events leading up to Christmas, this week is  'Blessed are the peacemakers.' (Mt 5:9)
the Revelation to Joseph. Our Reading from Paul’s Letter to Zig Ziglar told a story about a little guy who
the Ephesians, sees a parallel between Joseph and Paul, Wasfcxﬂirr?‘ngsjlSL;QLeﬁaﬂi::g'E?ﬁrxnzne
‘how the mystery was made known . . . by revelation’ (v3). clearly, that's what they had in mind. But
the little guy was very bright. He backed
Paul emphasises that he was commissioned by God and this ~away, drew a line in the dirt, backed up a
was through the gift of grace. All Paul is and does, flows few moresteps, lookedinto the eyes of the
through this grace in Christ. The same can be said about biggest bully and said, 'l dare you to step

. N across that line!" And of course, the bully =
Joseph, who in a dream, was commissioned by God, and  did. Then the little guy grinned and said, " 1

from then on, his life was given over to Jesus. 'Good. now we're both on the same side!" ';: =

. . - i the mi 8L
In reading Paul’s letter we are struck by his deep tlnzm sy Tt el i i miek: e 14' }

X b the g0od news. Paul refers to himself conflict, you can decide to do one of two =)
Cor’nmlt.ment to ear_ g f : . , things: become a troublemaker or a
as ‘a prisoner for Christ Jesus’ (v1) and again he says, ‘I have peacemaker. You can add to the stress or try to bring a solution.
become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace’ (v7).  Peacemakers look for common ground and try to get everyone onto it.
Paul, like Joseph, experienced the glory of a wonderful God Their goal is to find a win-win solution.

and enraptured, they left their old selves behind to live in

, Barnabas, whose name means 'Son of Consolation' or 'Son of
God'’s grace.

Encouragement’, stood up for the newly converted Saul of Tarsus. The
leaders of the church felt threatened by him, and you could hardly blame
The wonderful news is that no matter who we are, God’s them. Saul had been out to kill them. But Barnabas wasn't thinking about

eyes are on us. God has plans for us. God loves us into Paul's violent past; he was considering his value to God. In essence, he was
. q - thinking, “if we can harness and direct this guy, he can win the race for

fu,”ness of Il_fe'_ Grace abounqs' Revelations happen. Passion us.” And he was proved right. Saul the persecutor became Paul the

stirs deep within US-.HOPe, faith and love are the very ) apostle. But not until Barnabas took a huge risk for him.

elements of our being. We pray to awaken to the glorious

Revelation that God speaks to us, inviting us to Peacemaking calls for taking such risks. It means evaluating people by their

collaboration. So allow grace to bless and guide you. Amen best moments and qualities. Peacemakers are ‘big picture' thinkers who

are governed by grace, not petty opinions and temporary conditions. So be

a peacemaker.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Vision 180

The Servant’s Word

Burning Doubt

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

with His people. Since God spoke to humanity in creation, He adopted many ways to reveal His will and draw
the main lines of His plan. Whenever required, He did not hesitate to intervene directly to reveal His plan to
the people who are affected by it at the main crossroads of the history of salvation.

On this Sunday of the Revelation to Joseph, the Church concentrates through the readings on the importance 4
of the divine revelation to understand the will of God in our lives and how God expresses His will through
chosen people.

In the epistle first, Saint Paul talks to the Ephesians about the mystery of Christ that was concealed then
revealed to us through revelation, focusing on the universality of salvation. Yes, salvation is for everyone as it
is a free grace given to all through Jesus Christ. Paul responded to this revelation and brought it to us so we
can understand our journey in its light. Are we responding to this revelation too? Are we essentially
convinced at least that salvation is really for everyone? What are we doing with the journey of our salvation and what are we doing to
bring the revelation of salvation to others?

In the Gospel passage, Saint Matthew tells us about this divine revelation to righteous Joseph whose burning doubtfulness in his mind
and heart was appeased when the angel spoke to him in dream. Joseph’s silence was thunderous, so to speak. All the events of the
Gospel passed without hearing him uttering even one word. He chose to remain silent in order to hear the voice of God instead of the
echo of his own voice so he could know God’s will and arrange his life accordingly. Because he was a man of silence, he knew how to
listen and respond. Where are we from Joseph’s deep silence? Where are we from our own thirst to listen to the voice of God in our
depths?

This week the Church celebrates the feast of a unique teacher and one of the essential pillars of our Maronite heritage and faith, Saint
Nimatullah Hardini who had four distinguished characteristics. First, his love for the Eucharist. Second, his extensive care for his
brothers the monks. Third, his humility. Fourth, his love for the Virgin Mary and his devotion to her. In December 1858, while he was
teaching at Kfifan convent, he became very ill. His health deteriorated and died on 14 December. He died holding an icon for Our Lady
and saying: “Mary, into your hands | commit my spirit.”

One of the wonderful events in our Maronite liturgy is the Christmas novena which has started on Saturday. We are praying it very day
in Arabic and English at 7 pm. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, in the sacrament of the Eucharist. Let us all worship him. He
is the God of glory who brought us salvation. | hope we participate effectively and in big numbers in this novena.

Our youths are the living heart of the parish, they are its present and future. We thank them for everything they are doing for the parish
and we offer them our support, appreciation and prayers. Our choirs are also an essential pillar of our parish as they help us to
participate collectively in the liturgy. Through them the heavens sing and we glorify God in the heights, as Psalm 148 says. We thank
every member of our choirs for all their efforts to raise to God our most wonderful praises.

[ wish you all a blessed novena and a fruitful preparation for Christmas.
Father Tony Sarkis



1 young man stood in line with his father at the Department of Motor Vehicles. About seventeen years old, he had
just bought his first car and was obviously excited. His turn came and the woman behind the counter calculated his |
fees, around $300. The father’s temper immediately exploded. He complained about how they had already spent °
$2,000 on the car, then stormed out of the office. His son looked shocked and desperately tried to get his father’'s <Al
attention. The boy, who had come in so excited, seemed on the verge of tears within seconds. The boy’s father had
crushed his spirit and publicly humiliated him. The son followed his dad out the door, pleading, “Dad, dad, dad ...”

At a park across town, another man played with his six-year-old son. The father told the boy it was time to leave, but
the boy kept running. Looking unsure of himself, the father asked, “Just a few more minutes, ok?” Moments later, he
tried again: “Time to go, buddy.” The son kept playing and again the father responded with a question: “Just 5 more |}
minutes, ok?” Perhaps the man is there to this day, waiting for his son to stop playing! .

Both scenarios illustrate common complaints about men. A “toxic masculinity” is aggressiveness without restraint. Some men recognize their
strength and act rashly, with no sense of compassion. Others lack a sense of commitment and responsibility, never acting with God-given
authority.

To strike a proper balance, men can focus on this oft-overlooked quality: meekness. When people hear “meekness” they often think
“weakness” but the opposite is true. A meek person is someone who has power but knows how to control it; someone with authority who acts
but is also compassionate and kind.

In Scripture, Saint Joseph is an example of meekness. When Mary is with child, he seeks to divorce her quietly until he is told the child is of the
Holy Spirit. Later, in dreams, an angel comes to Saint Joseph and tells him to act. Saint Joseph does, with authority. There are no recorded
words of Saint Joseph. Saint Joseph is silent, yet in the litany of Saint Joseph we call him the “Terror of Demons.” Saint Joseph is the right
combination of power and restraint. Saint Joseph is meek. When people ask Saint Joseph to pray for them, they will grow in meekness as well.

Oh Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of God, | place in you all my interests and desires. Oh Saint
Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession and obtain for me from your divine Son all spiritual blessings through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
so that having engaged here below your heavenly power, | may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving Father. Oh Saint Joseph, |
never weary contemplating you and Jesus asleep in your arms. | dare not approach while He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my name and
kiss His fine head for me, and ask Him to return the kiss when | draw my dying breath. Saint Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for us.

Amen.

The Family Committee

As we prepare for the Holy
period of Christmas and the
end of another year, it’'s natural
to reflect on all that has come
to pass this year in the life of
the Family Committee.
Together with your generous
support, we were extremely
privileged to host many of you
in 2018. Some highlights
included:

The annual Renewal Of Vows where we were blessed to be part of
celebrations for couples commemorating their 5th year
anniversary right up to their 50+ years anniversary.

The amazing Family Spiritual Day in which we are still
overwhelmed by your great attendance and your enthusiastic
participation on a day where it was devoted to the Family growing
spiritually together.

The monthly Men’s and Women’s Faith Formation sessions where
the open forum encouraged candid dialogue, interesting insights
and great direction on growing in our faith; the sessions where we
included some of our teenage children were especially memorable.

We thank you all for being such an important part of these and all
our activities in 2018.

We also look forward to hosting you at more events and spiritual
activities next year so do keep a look out for announcements in the
newsletters and at mass. In the meantime, consider starting the
New Year with a deliberate decision to get even closer to our Lord
in 2019, by joining the Women'’s Faith

Formation and Men’s Faith Formation groups. Registration details
are in the newsletter over the next few weeks.

Finally, the Family Committee wish you all a most joyous Christmas
and may your New Year be filled with many blessings. See you in
2019!

The Family Committe

d great time and by far was one P

1 teens year, we hold this event

Vince Salomon - Shalom Tidings

Come Alive

Teens Christmas dinner 2018...
What a glorious blessing... The
Teens and leaders all had such a

of the best nights in a while.
To celebrate the end of the

each year to celebrate the
glorious birth of our Lord. We [
had an awesome time dancing
and celebrating together as we

remember the time leading to Christ's birth.

I'd personally like to thank each hand that worked, each hand
that placed things and each mind that was used to create the
best possible environment. May our Lord continue to bless you
all and everything that you do.

Secondly I'd like to thank our teens and parents for everything
that you all did. There was so much food left, and not only did
we feed the teens but also the homeless.

Again thank you to all our parents that have supported us
throughout this year.

Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Christmas.
Remember that in giving we receive the joy of Christ.

God bless you all. Love the Teens family.
AlJ Stephan
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 16 December: Revelation to Joseph - Feast of St Nehmtallah Hardini
11:00am One Year Salwa Youssef Saleh from Diman wife of

Maurice Sahyoun from Kfarfou

5:00pm 40 Day Ayoub Tannous Eldeek from Ein Ebel

Thursday 20 December
8:00pm Adoration and Procession of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday 21 December:

6:00pm Youssef Laba Francis from Diman (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 22 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mouris Youssef Fakhr from Bekaakafra

Sunday 23 December: Genealogy of Jesus
11:00am 40 Day Salwa Saba Michael Elias from Blouza wife of

Semaan Zeaiter from Bane
5:00pm 40 Day Jebran Badwi Assaf from Knat

Monday 24 December: Christmas Eve
6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English

11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine—Charbel Tarabay

Tuesday 25 December: Christmas Day
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English
5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English
7:00pm Mass in English

Wednesday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
8:00am Mass in Arabic

10:00am Mass in English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English
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Announcements

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Women'’s Faith Formation Group
Registration now open Once a month (Feb-Nov)
Monday 7.30pm-9pm. Take that leap of faith and register your name
to become part of this group. Text Juliette Ayoub 0403 133 502 your
full name and any questions you might have.
Registration closes 22nd December

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
Gaall gl cuallgl) aal Jlias) angs el Cgand JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
i) e — gl el ABle
Tuesdays at 7pm
contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

leine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amineh el Hallal (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) Boulos Laoulach (M)
Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Bechara Boutros Moussa, Jabbour & Hugette Moussa (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe , Roumanus (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael
Shaeen, Eva Akle, Saad Shearing, Georgina Simon (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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