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The Gospel

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son. Her neighbours and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. On the eighth day they came to circum-
cise the child, and they were going to name
him Zechariah after his father. But his mother
said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said
to her, “None of your relatives has this
name.” Then they began motioning to his
father to find out what name he wanted to
give him. He asked for a writing tablet and
wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them
were amazed. Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began
to speak, praising God. Fear came over all
their neighbours, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. All who heard them
pondered them and said, “What then will this
child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him.

Lk 1: 57-66

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that
covered the earth has given way to the bright
dawn of your Word made flesh. Make us a
people of this light. Make us faithful to your
Word, that we may bring your life to the waiting
world. Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen!

Birth of John The Baptist

Next Sunday’s Readings
Revelation to Joseph & Feast
of St Nehmtallah Hardini
Eph 3: 1-13
Mt 1: 18-25

Mary did you
know that when
you Kiss your
little Baby, you
kiss the face of

God!?

Buddy Greene

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law,
will you not listen to the law? For it is written that
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman
and the other by a free woman. One, the child of
the slave, was born according to the flesh; the
other, the child of the free woman, was born
through the promise. Now this is an allegory:
these women are two covenants. One woman, in
fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children
for slavery.
Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in
slavery with her children. But the other woman
corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is free,
and she is our mother.
For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one, you
who bear no children, burst into song and shout,
you who endure no birth pangs; for the children
of the desolate woman are more numerous than
the children of the one who is married.”
Now you, my friends, are children of the promise,
like Isaac. But just as at that time the child who
was born according to the flesh persecuted the
child who was born  according to the Spirit, so it
is now also. But what does the scripture say?
“Drive out the slave and her child; for the child of
the slave will not share the inheritance with the
child of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are
children, not of the slave but of the free woman.
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

Gal 4:21-5:1

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Birth of John the Baptist

The Catechism

In this week, leading up to Christmas, we recall the event of
the Birth of John the Baptist. Our First Reading is taken from
the Letter of Paul to the Galatians.

Paul writes a great deal about the son of a slave and the son
born by a free woman. Throughout the Old Testament
(Hebrew Scriptures), we hear about couples promised a
child.

fbraham and Sarah are promised a son in their old age in
Gen 18. This was in contrast to Abraham’s child Ishmael,
conceived with the slave woman Hagar, which is referenced
in today’s reading.

We also have the account of Samuel’s birth, promised to his
mother through God (1 Sam 1:19-20). Another similar
account is Samson’s birth in Judges 13:2-7. He bears a
resemblance in style to John the Baptist.

John the Baptist, like those before him, was born according
to God’s promise. He was the child of the barren Elizabeth
and Zechariah. John went on to become the forerunner to
Jesus.

Paul in today’s Reading writes, “‘We are children, not of the
slave but of the free woman’ (4:31). Like John the Baptist,
each one of us is called to life by God. Each one of us is
called to serve and praise God by our lives. For this we were
created. Amen

For what do we pray when we say "Thy kingdom come"?
When we say "Thy kingdom come," we pray that the kingdom of

God's grace may be spread throughout the world, that all men may

come to know and to enter the true Church and to live as worthy
members of it, and that, finally, we all may be admitted to the
kingdom of God's glory. You therefore be perfect, even as your
heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48)

‘ ’ -

For what do we pray when we say "Thy will be done on earth as it

is in heaven"?

When we say "Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," we
pray that all men may obey God on earth as willingly as the saints
and angels obey Him in heaven. Father, if thou art willing, remove

this cup from me; yet not my will but thine be done. (Lk 22:41)

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word God Has Been Gracious

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this Sunday, the Sunday of the birth of John the Baptist, the Church reminds us that God’s promises
always come true no matter how long they may take and regardless of the difficulties surrounding their
circumstances. We should never lose hope. Through patience and faith we attain the promise.

In his epistle today, Saint Paul calls us to be free from the slavery of the law and to live the freedom of
the children of God as there is no freedom away from Christ. Through our baptism, we became free in {0
Christ by the flow of the mercy of God. We need to live in accordance with this freedom.

In the Gospel passage from Luke, we see the realisation of God’s promise to the elderly Zechariah and ¥
Elizabeth by giving them offspring. Then we read the story of the circumcision of the child on the eighth ¥
day and naming him John, meaning “God has been gracious”. The name was the outcome of an
experience with faith through the intervention of God in their lives. This personal encounter with God
must lead to a journey in which we grow in knowing God and discovering the greatness of His love, mercy and compassion.
Where am | from this journey? Have | experienced God the merciful and compassionate Father who works

tirelessly to make His promise of salvation to me come true?

€t this time of the year, the Church celebrates also the feast of the Immaculate Conception which falls on 8 December. The feast
reminds us that the mother of humanity, Virgin Mary, was conceived without the original sin. This truth which became a dogma
with Pope Pius IX in 1854 confirms that God chose Mary before she was born to be the mother of the Divine Redeemer and
Saviour of the human. In our parish, we are living the joy of the renewal of the consecration vows of our sodality, the Sodality of
the Immaculate Conception, and we receive new members who are consecrated to honour our mother Mary. Congratulations to
the Sodality and to the parish. On this occasion, | would like to thank the Sodality members for their work and prayer at the heart
of the parish. They make the Sodality truly the mother of the parish in words and deed:s.

This week, we welcome our Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay in his canonical visit to our parish for three days, from Sunday till
Tuesday. This is the visit of the shepherd who comes to see how his flock is going. The shepherd knows his flock and the flock
knows his voice. May they be blessed days.

This coming Saturday the Christmas novena starts. It is among the most wonderful prayers in our Maronite liturgy. | call upon
everyone to commit to this novena and come to the church to pray it together so we become ready spiritually through it to
receive the child of the manger. On Friday 14 December we will hold our Carols by Candlelight from 4.00 pm to 9.00 pm to
experience the joy of Christmas with the families of our parish. The Christmas and Epiphany celebrations program is now
available at the church’s entrance. | hope to see you all in these spiritual and social events so we experience together the joy of
Christmas as one parish family.

Father Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLwtOYufLQAhXLipQKHepGB_QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.toughquestionsanswered.org%2F2015%2F12%2F28%2Fwill-we-have-desires-in-heaven%2F&bvm=bv.141320020,d.dGo&ps

Immaculate Conception

What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ, and what it teaches about Mary
illumines in turn its faith in Christ.

Throughout the Old Covenant the mission of many holy women prepared for that of Mary. At the very beginning there i
was Eve; despite her disobedience, she receives the promise of a posterity that will be victorious over the evil one, as well |
as the promise that she will be the mother of all the living.128 By virtue of this promise, Sarah conceives a son in spite of |
her old age. Against all human expectation God chooses those who were considered powerless and weak to show forth his
faithfulness to his promises: Hannah, the mother of Samuel; Deborah; Ruth; Judith and Esther; and many other \
women.130Mary "stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord, who confidently hope for and receive salvation g

from him. After a long period of waiting the times are fulfilled in her, the exalted Daughter of Sion, and the new plan of
salvation is established. To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a
role." The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace".133 In fact, in order for Mary to
be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her

vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by God's grace.

Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God,134 was redeemed from the moment
of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:

The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of
the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin. The "splendor of an

entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a
more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her Son".136 The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before
him in love".

4t the announcement that she would give birth to "the Son of the Most High" without knowing man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary
responded with the obedience of faith, certain that "with God nothing will be impossible": "Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be
[done] to me according to your word."139 Thus, giving her consent to God's word, Mary becomes the mother of Jesus. Espousing the divine
will for salvation wholeheartedly, without a single sin to restrain her, she gave herself entirely to the person and to the work of her Son; she did
so in order to serve the mystery of redemption with him and dependent on him, by God's grace. As St. Irenaeus says, "Being obedient she
became the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race."141 Hence not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert. . .: "The knot
of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her
faith." Comparing her with Eve, they call Mary "the Mother of the living" and frequently claim: "Death through Eve, life through Mary."

www.catholiconline.org

Teens Corner Seniors Committee

From the Executives table: Blessings of God and the prayers of our blessed virgin

As we draw near to the end of the year, we look back at a Mary be with you all dear brothers and sisters in this Holy
very fruitful year and can see where God's hand has been Se€ason of Advant time waiting for our lord and saviour.
present, each and every week with the Teens Ministry.

From Bowling and Laser skirmish, to the Lebanese Teens The Senior's Committee enjoyed a wonderful lunch with
day out. Shrine visits, Teens masses, guest speakers, Ado- our precious seniors celebrating the feast of Saint

ration, rosary visits, CAMP 2018! WOW! What a year it Barbara. The Senior's made their own masks and had
has been. And the list goes on and on. beautiful time

We've had our ups and downs, our good times and bad
times, but most importantly we have learnt more about
our faith and grown closer to Christ, and have come to
better understand His endless love and undeniable Mercy
toward us.

We look forward to our annual Christmas party this

Thursday.
Sonia Abi Rached

But as the year closes, we look forward to celebrating the
season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The
season of Giving, rather than receiving. A season to wel-
come the Lord, not only into the world, but into our
hearts and our homes as well.

Thank you for all your support and prayers over the past
year and looking forward to seeing you all throughout this
great season of Advent, and in the new year to come.

From all of us here at OLOL MaroniteFlame Teens, we
wish you and your families, an early Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. BRING ON 2019!!!

God bless you always.
AlJ Stephan



T2

OLOL Youth Meeting & BBQ

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page? D
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month

E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

&M/

Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550
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Do you have sore feet?
l/l/{fc’/%ﬂ//f ﬁ(‘/{ﬁ(}/[ HGNERULLP Wiy

1o 7 it any longer!
/7; 2D rccasions | o <1 (OVROOM NOW OPEN Call Dr Buddy Abdul-Ahad Now

0403 633 911 or 02 9637 3227
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands
Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients

LIy

9635 6615 ‘ INFO@SBTR.COM.AU




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS o) il
Sunday 9 December: Birth of John the Baptist

Cfdaral) Uags Mga aaf 1 J ¥ e84 aad)

8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality - . . ‘. R
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11:00am One Year Father Antoun Bou Antoun from Imar, B . . i
Ol B ey b wa Slae e skl s sl (58 apaall sl VN ze s

Dl papla

Assistant Priest of Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Harris
Park
5:00pm 40 Day Antoinette Emile Fakhr from Bekaakafra wife of| (e Us dses 3ed dag) LiSelis a jad el coplshil Lagapall gsmf 0200

Chahid Hamid Hanna from Sir El Dannieh Loall
Thursday 13 December: I GsiS VY unadl)
10:30am The Seniors Committee and the Sodality invite you to LS i Gl puailly Al SDLal Sie5 Ay i) dial Y ¥

pray the Rosary followed by Mass for the intentions of canall DLl e s Labls 8 e hied) sl Hasliad cdlally aa sl

our Seniors, the sick and for the apparitions of the Virgin Al Jea 8 elde a4l

Mary at Fatima and to celebrate Christmas, followed by S sy 0 \
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lunch at the Cathedral Hall
Saturday 15 December

Beginning of Christmas Novena every day at 7:00pm, Sunday at 6:00pm
and Wednesday at 6:30pm in Arabic & English Cmioa e Gl sl sl cud agapall B8l e

6:00pm One Year Dib Tanios Abou Maroun from Saghbine - . . . .
",'u.i)al\ A dard e e g g Sl Aa) (W) elS YT aaY)

Sunday 16 December: Revelation to Joseph- Feast of St Nehmtallah Hardini
11:00am One Year Salwa Youssef Saleh from Diman wife of

O Oseea 50 Aag) Olanl) (e mllia Caugy (sl Aagmpall A3l Y V2w s
SRS
Maurice Sahyoun from Kfarfou
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5:00pm 40 Day Ayoub Tannous Eldeek from Ein Ebel
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OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Women’s Faith Formation Group
Registration now open Once a month (Feb-Nov)
Monday 7.30pm-9pm. Take that leap of faith and register your name
to become part of this group. Text Juliette Ayoub 0403 133 502 your
full name and any questions you might have.

Registration closes 22nd December s

: & a N\ 7= i 7
Regular Parish Events / Activities
Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514

Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Activities for Seniors

Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008 U“‘j\ 5 _Ofﬂ\}“ ’_“ JL‘“‘ “agp 0l el g
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b§cSCIavs§2:-s Alia) B ye — AedY) ALKl Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondavs 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be¥narg 0411%11 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

~ (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoun Sarkis, Boulos & Arani Lahoud Abdel Ahad, Nkoula &
, Jamileh Lahoud Abdel Ahad (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) Salim, Jamal & Khaicey Families, Youssef, Liala & Gittany Families, Sukari &
Y Fahd's Families (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil
Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Jabbour Assad Haddad, Hanne Jabbour Haddad, Amin Tannous Haddad,
Samiya Amin Haddad, Youssef & Amineh el Hallal (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Jerjes Eliya & Wife Saydeh, Chamel Challita & Wife Rosita, Raymond
Zaouk, Youssef Khattar, Mehsen el Hayek & Wife Hayfa and son Kabalan (L) Boulos Laoulach (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family,
Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Jamil & Labibe , Roumanus (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Mark & Rachelle (T) Salem el Ters (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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