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Sunday 25 November 2018

The Gospel

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by

God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be.

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
with  God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb

for you have found favour
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing
will be impossible with God.”

Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.

Lk 1:26-38

Announcement To Mary

Next Sunday’s Readings
Visitation to Elizabeth
Eph1:1-14
Lk 1: 39 - 45

The measure

of love

is to love

without

measure

St Francis de Sales

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

| give an example from daily life: once a
person’s will has been ratified, no one adds to it
or annuls it. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring; it does not say,
“And to offsprings,” as of many; but it says,
“And to your offspring,” that is, to one person,
who is Christ. My point is this: the law, which
came four hundred thirty years later, does not
annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so
as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance
comes from the law, it no longer comes from
the promise; but God granted it to Abraham
through the promise.

Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring would come
to whom the promise had been made; and it
was ordained through angels by a mediator.
Now a mediator involves more than one party;
but God is one. Is the law then opposed to the
promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had
been given that could make alive, then
righteousness would indeed come through the
law. But the scripture has imprisoned all things
under the power of sin, so that what was
promised through faith in Jesus Christ might be
given to those who believe.

Gal3:15-22

Lord our God, we are reminded by Faith and
Hope to trust you daily, hearing these words
"be not afraid." Like our Blessed Mother, may
we, in humble obedience and purity of heart,
surrender to your Most Holy Will as you lead us
and our loved ones to Heaven. Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Announcement To Mary

This Sunday is the Announcement to Mary, that she was
chosen to bear God’s Son. Our First Reading taken from the
Letter to the Galatians, emphasises the importance of
putting our faith, hope and salvation in Jesus alone.

from the time of Abraham, God had made a covenant to be
with the people. Through Abraham’s lineage, one would
come to redeem us all. Throughout the Bible, other
covenants are made and in the case with Moses, the 10
commandments are given. Yet even with these laws and
prophets throughout the centuries, the covenant of God was
not complete. That promise came to fulfilment in Jesus. Paul
argues in today’s Reading that Jesus alone should be our
focus. Anything that encourages our relationship with Christ
is valid. Anything that opposes or impedes our drawing to
Christ, is best left behind.

On another point, it is interesting to note that the Reading
chosen today has Paul mentioning Abraham, who accepted
the promise of God that he would have a son. His wife Sarah
on the other hand scoffed at the idea. Our Gospel passage
has Mary accepting the call to bear God’s Son — no scoffing
here but only profound trust.

Hbraham is seen as the Father of Faith because of his total
trust in God. Can we not therefore say Mary is the Mother of
Faith for her total self-giving to the Word of God! May we
too become people of deep faith. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today we continue our journey in the blessed season of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. After i
the great temple with its status and symbolism, the gospel of Luke takes us to a more humble place, to a
house in Nazareth where the Angel is bringing the good news of salvation to a young girl named Mary, with

her consent.

Through the announcement to Mary a new era has dawned, the era of humility, love and service, the age
when the Lord leaves His heaven to excel in His love for the human so that the human can enjoy His salvation.
He came to us and lived among us to save us, relying on simple people. Our limited mind can never grasp this
act as the boundless wisdom of God is beyond our narrow human logic.

In the epistle to the Galatians, we see the role of the law and its relationship with the promise made by God to

Yes. .. To The Grace Of The Lord

Christ Brings Progress

Well-known atheist Madalyn

Murray O'Hair once said. 'Nothing
good has ever come from

Christianity, And if Christianity

hasn't, in fact, done good and
produced good we must reject it.' Was
she right? Christ Himself said, 'You
shall know them by their fruits.' (Mt
7:16)

With every word of Christ that's been preached, lives have been
transformed and incredible good done for society. Take science,
for example. As one expert pointed out, science could never have
originated in any other culture. It couldn't possibly have originated
in the Muslim culture because of its belief in fatalism, which
absolutely prevents any concept of scientific progress. And it
couldn't have originated among the Buddhists, or the Hindus,
because of their belief that the Physical world is an illusion and
that our separation from the divine is merely imagination. Only
through Christianity could science have come to be!

Think about those who have gone into the slums to rescue the
derelict, like the Salvation Army, the City Mission, and the YMCA.
Christians have given themselves to such people as these. Today
with the removal of Scripture from much of our culture, we're
seeing decay and corruption set in. So what's the answer? Jesus
said, 'You are the salt of the earth: (Mt 5:13) . So get your
saltshaker out and start spreading the life-changing truth of God's
Word! Jesus also said, 'You are the light of the world.' (Mt 5:14)
There's not enough darkness in the whole world to extinguish the
light of a small candle. So let your light shine.

Vision 180

us. The promise, commandment and inheritance are all links in the chain of faith which is open to all nations. First, the law was given,
then the offspring to whom the promise was made. The promise became man with a word from Mary, “yes”. Through her consent and
total submission to the will of God by saying “I am the servant of the Lord, let it happen to me as you have said,” Mary accepted the
grace and was given that grace so the graces would flow on humanity through her consent. Thus, the promise was accomplished in the
person of Jesus. We are interacting with this promise in our daily lives through our faith in Christ, by living His word and being in
constant communication with Him in prayer, fasting, penance and mass.

Since the grace of the Lord is beyond every description and human thought, Mary’s mission did not stop at the birth of Jesus. Rather,
that humble virgin from Nazareth has become a mother to countless children, a mother to the whole Church. Mary is accompanying the
Church to make Jesus grow in the hearts of the faithful, helping them to say “yes to the grace of the Lord” and leading them to the
fullness of life.

Where are we from that “yes”? How do we say “yes” to the Lord and submit ourselves to His will so we can enjoy his graces in the hope
of the eternal grace in heaven?

Because our parish is the daughter of our mother Mary, it has learned from her mother and Patroness Saint how to say “yes” constantly
to the will of the Father. Our children the Fersen, along with Faith and Light have come together today to say “yes” to those with special
needs, gathering as brothers and sisters under the shadow of their mother Mary, in a day of entertainment, spreading joy in the parish.
How wonderful for the siblings to meet under their mother’s watch!

On Saturday the 1st of December, we will live another announcement in the season of Announcements and we will hear another “yes”
to witness yet to a new grace from the Lord to this blessed parish, as four new sub-deacons will be ordained, three of them from this
parish: Seminarian Dory Zaouk, Sid Isaac and Ghassan Nakhoul. As the Lebanese saying goes: “the house that gives a vocation is a
blessed house.” In my turn | say: “the parish which is a fertile land for vocations is a blessed land like the promised land.” This is how our
parish is, thanks to the Lord.

Father Tony Sarkis



Trusting In God

What does it really mean when someone says “trust in God?” Is it the same trust we place in our
family or perhaps closest friends? How can we trust in Someone, who quite often, remains silent to
our prayers? Most probably, if you’re someone reading this, God doesn’t reveal Himself to you and
directly tells you what path to follow!

lset’s begin with Scripture, in the book of Joshua 1:9 we read; “Have | not commanded you? Be strong
and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go."

@od’s word is eternal, unchanging and faithful. One can conclude form a passage such as above, that we know God is walking beside us,
particularly in the times when we ourselves lose control of our emotions, we are driven by fear rather than courage, and we act out of
pride instead of humility.

Whenever we find ourselves in a situation of hopelessness, a situation of not knowing, know of this one thing, for the Lord your God is
with you, wherever you go. | mean can it get any clearer? Look at some of the final words Jesus Himself spoke, whilst He was ascending
to His Father in heaven; Matthew 28:20, “behold | AM with you, until the close of the age.”

leet us look to the saint who trusted in God with her entire life. Saint Faustina. Jesus would frequently visit St. Faustina and so He
commissioned her to write a book called, Divine Mercy in my Soul—- Diary of St. Faustina. In a vision, she records this; ‘My child, life on
earth is a struggle indeed; a great struggle for my kingdom. But fear not, because you are not alone. | am always supporting you, so
lean on Me as you struggle, fearing nothing. Take the vessel of trust and draw from the fountain of life — for yourself, but also for other
souls, especially such as are distrustful of My goodness.”” (No. 1488)

The difference between the Christian faith and all other religions, comes down to this, we believe God Himself came down in the person
of Jesus to show us how to live, this is a foundational truth that we often take for granted. | say this because there isn’t an emotion you
can go through, that Jesus Himself didn’t experience, so turn to Him, lean on Him and ask Him to lead your life.

God doesn’t deliver when you want it, but He is always on time.

Tony Mattar

Heaven On Earth

Family Committee

Sunday, 18th November was a remarkable day
for my family as we attended the 2018 Family
Spiritual Day with 30 other families. The retreat
gave family’s rich bonding time, couples a deep
meaning of two become one, as well as
deepened our knowledge and connection to the
Holy Trinity. The Trinity has so much Love that =
God created us in his image and likeness to
share in that love.

The day started with a beautiful morning Mass.
The children were then sent into groups

GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROJECT 2018

HAMPER ITEMS FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES
AND HOMELESS:

« CANNED ITEMS (TUNA, CORN, SPAGHETTI,
BAKED BEANS)
+ PACKETED SNACKS (CHIPS, BISCUITS,

according to their ages and given a talk/activity
by their leaders. Parents also went into their
own group for 2 talks presented by Charbel
Raish (the founder of Parousia Media), and
Ghassan & Jocelyne Nakhoul and their son Joey.
Charbel’s life testimony was an eye opener and he highlighted the
importance of continuing the formation of our faith and how to

defend our Faith in the challenging secular world we live in today. The
Nakhoul’s give us their own experience and testimony on raising their
kids and the associated challenges.

After a group family lunch, the afternoon session continued with fun
family activities. The session then ended with each family presented
with a personalised Cross and a handmaid Rosary bead from Lebanon
blessed by Father Tony. The day concluded with a Rosary Procession
around the grounds, with a special Rosary made from Helium balloons
released into the sky.

A special focus exercise was the STOP, START, CONTINUE activity.

That is:

STOP - something that you are doing, that is not making you the best
version of yourself or as a family.

START - something that that will make the best version of yourself and
a family.

CONTINUE — what you are doing to bring you and the family closer to
GOD

Finally, something that resonated with us was Charbel’s statement:
‘We are children of GOD not slaves, we are here to serve’.

Testimony from: The Tannous Family

PROUDLY SUPPORTING:

MUESLI BARS)

BOTTLES OF WATER

TOOTHBRUSH AND TOOTHPASTE
FACIAL WIPES

POCKET TISSUES

SOAP BARS (INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED)
SOCKS

Our LADY oF LEBANO

CONTACT BRIDGET ELIAS ON 0421 636 915
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g Parramatta Counml Celebratmg The 75th Anmversary 0f
The Lebanese Independence Day

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

jé’élebrating -
Believe — Celebrate — Love
A : v . Mention OLOL to receive
M ter ront Localion : - ) TS gM 15% discount on orders over $300
/ A YO 5 e P 9898 1388
/{v ////’/mwu[wu 0Y | it ¥ 8% E sales@celebrating.com.au
p i 1 Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents
www.celebrating.com.au

—

9635 6615 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU Catering for all occasions now

available Call: 02 8898 1550
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &J,u..&\ AP
Sunday 25 November: Announcement to Mary

11:00am Mass for the Late President Rene Mouawad and his

companions, Martyrs of the Lebanese Independence P A ¢ lagd 4ldys (abes 4ty Ol 2elll (udi Aal QB VY e

£yl 8Ly aaf 1 JBY £y YO aaY)

Movement offered by the Lebanese Independence (S — ALY A A
Movement, Sydney

3:00pm Noura Tabet from Deir Dourit EI Chouf wife of Nathan
Sibrouk from America (died in America)

Snal (e g paamn mals Aangy sl Cuyen o (g Culi b Aasanall Fioe
(STPEIEA)

Bk (re ik a3 QL) agayall cypff 020
5:00pm 40 Day Danny Hanna Tannous from Blouza

W cppds YV e EDAY
Tuesday 27 November . <
6:00pm One Year Najla El Asmar widow of the late Youssef e — duiill e dad o asayall Aol ensd) Dot dagapall A3l W20
Lahoud from Nfeisseh-Akkar
I S )
Al i) aladl agphe iy — skl Ghylaall saludl Caalia Jiing Tie s
Jsi gl a5 ISl SISV (Bl (550 (SuSY) rid )
(:‘\_nl.c EJQA”) él;u! _\.._h_.a\)

Saturday 1 December
6:00pm Mass celebrated by His Excellency the Bishop Antoine—

Charbel Tarabay for the Ordination of the Seminarians
Dory Zaouk, and Michael Bou Daher, and Mr Ghassan

Nakhoul and Mr Sid Issac (All are Welcome) ey ol 35 aa g4 < .
Sblady efidal) 3505 aal) td ¥ eilS ¥ aaY)

Sunday 2 December: Visitation to Elizabeth

. - N T 1. dl - .. Ao
8:00am One year Jamileh Mikhael Hanna wife of Antonios 2 O ol g b Gasshal Aag) B e Aas dagaall 0
Ibrahim Jabbour Ibrahim from Karm ElI Mohr el
11:00am 40 Day Maroun Said Katrib from Karm El Mohr ol @S ekl dmas g ole psaall Gl VY2
5:00pm 40 Day Hala Salim Baissari from Hadchit widow of the e DSy asagall Aleyl cuntia (e gyl alis Sla Aagayall (ysanf 020
late Barakat Gerges Esber from Kfarsghab Qlaa)iS (o )
aall &  ytia jpale Ll Vi
7:00pm One Year Mansour Sfeir from Hadath El Jebbeh e el
Announcements

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Maronite Flame Teens - Christmas Grand Ball
Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 7-11pm
Venue: OLOL Youth Centre Level 1 Tickets $40 - no Entry after 8pm
For More Information Contact AJ 04 152 415 14

Cherry Picking
Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 6 am Departure from OLOL
Venue: Orange Cost: $60 per person incl Bus, Breakfast & Lunch
Contact Gladis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 669
Sabah 0405 547 061 - Last Day For Registration Tues 27-11-18

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514

Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Activities for Seniors

Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008 Uﬁ&‘ 3 _U:"lb“ A_“ JL“"\ oz Ol (el S
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?cSCIavs(:z:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be\r,narg 0411%11 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoun Sarkis, Khalil Abboud Issa & Wife Marina, Steven Aboud

, j & Deceased Aboud Family (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Rafika Greige (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous

& Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Had-

3 dad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) Boulos Laoulach (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese

Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Saadallah Yunan, Rafka Yunan, Nawal Yunan, Fouad Meskineh (N)

Liela Nader, Sayed, Sarkis and Eve Nakad, Sadie Atiya, Saada Elias, Loui Ibrahim, Tannous Abraham, Jamal Moussa Ibrahim, Saada Yacoub, Yousif Yacoub,
¢\ Moussa Tannous (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe , Roumanus (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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