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The Gospel

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly
account of the events that have been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed on to us by those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, |
too decided, after investigating everything carefully from
the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth
concerning the things about which you have been
instructed. In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had
no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest
before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter
the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the
time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the
people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him
an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar
of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and
fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him
John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice
at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his
birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With
the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to
turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready
a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the
angel, “How will | know that this is so? For | am an old
man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel

replied, “ am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and |
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. But now, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute,
unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and
wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come
out, he could not speak to them, and they realised that he
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to
them and remained unable to speak. When his time of
service was ended, he went to his home. After those days
his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she
remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has
done for me when he looked favourably on me and took
away the disgrace | have endured among my people.”

Lk1:1-25

Announcement To Zecharigh

Next Sunday’s Readings

Announcement to Mary
Gal 3:15- 22
Lk 1: 16 - 38

Without faith,
nothing is
possible. With it,
nothing is

impossible!

Mary McLeod Bethune

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
For the promise that he would inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation. For this reason it depends on faith,
in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as
it is written, “lI have made you the father of many
nations”) in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would
become “the father of many nations,” according to
what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants
be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered
his own body, which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory
to God, being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised.

Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to
him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and
was raised for our justification.

Rom 4:13 - 25

Heavenly Father,

When all hope seems lost, grant us the faith to
trust in You. When all roads seem blocked,
grant us the patience to remain steadfast.

Teach us to rely not on our own strength but
rather on Your Divine Providence, for with You
everything is possible. Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Announcement To A Faithful Follower Of Christ

Light from the Word Zechariah

It is not the Law but grace that gets us through. In this first
week of the Season of the Birth of our Lord, Zechariah is told
to put his faith in God’s grace, not merely in obeying the Law
of the Temple. our Lord that counts but doing His will. .

What will make us a faithful follower of |©
Christ? It is not verbal commitment to

Being one with our Lord in thought,
Our First Reading taken from the Letter to the Romans, = Wi ! I =

presents the faith of Abraham. Like Zechariah, both were old word and deed, in our deepest desires
in age and had no children. Both were promised a child. Both and motivations, is one adequate
were asked to trust in God and allow grace to work. . . L
expression of our love relationship with
Saint Paul writes, ‘If it is the adherents of the law who are to our God and our commitment to His
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void’ (Rom 4:14).
This is seen in the stories of Abraham and Zechariah. It is not
being obedient to the Law that is ultimately important. It is difficulties and trials that may have cramped our lives is a

being open in God'’s grace. To have faith and hope. sigh of an authentic follower of Christ.

cause. Doing His will with a cheerful heart despite the

Faith matters most, not the Law. However, all too often
there are Christians who prefer a black and white religion o ] ]
that divides and judges. They want clear rules to follow and Himself said: “only the one who does the will of my Father in
boundaries to stay within. They want to be obedient to some heaven.”

perception they have of God.

Who will enter the heavenly kingdom of our Father? Jesus

To do the will of the Father is to be like Jesus and live as He
But it is about being open, present to the grace that

abounds, that invites one out and beyond. Abraham and
Zechariah were asked to step out of the narrow confines of did. We should be totally dependent upon God and our lives
the Law and experience a greater God that challenges
limitations. Amen

lived. To be like Jesus, we have to walk the talk just as Jesus

and all that relate to our being should reflect God’s charac-
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF ter, His will and plan for us.

ST. Francis Xavier

The Servant’s Word The Announcement to Zechariah

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this Sunday of the Holy Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord, Sunday of the Announcement to
Zechariah, the Church puts us before two texts focusing mainly on faith and how can we live the adventure
of this faith no matter how old we are. Faith is a long spiritual and life journey that does not end for as long
as our heart beats even if we are about to turn 100! The journey of faith starts with grace, it feeds on the
trust we place in our Lord and in his love and mercy, and is sustained by prayer which is an act of perpetual
and intimate communication with God.

The names mentioned in the epistle and the gospel today are for two of the main personalities in this faith
and spiritual journey. These names have their biblical and faith meanings. The name in the Bible does not
only identify the person but also it uncovers the plan which God has put in place for the life of that person.

In the epistle to the Romans, St Paul cites the experience of Abraham whose name means “Father of a
multitude” or “Father of the nations” and whose experience made him the “Father of the believers”.
Abraham who came from a pagan environment was blessed and justified by God because he believed in
Him and in His promise to him despite experiencing a slow death for his frailty and waning of his body due to his growing old age. God’s
intervention in his life transformed this death into life. In the Gospel of Luke we read the story of Zechariah, the man who lost hope in
having a child as both him and his wife Elizabeth became very old. The name Zechariah means “God remembers”. God never forgets us
or abandons us, He is rather preparing for us salvation and saves us in the very moment when we think that we have missed out on a
grace we have been longing for or we are convinced that it is too late to receive that grace because we are too old. He saves us when
we think our life has been in vain or meaningless. In that very moment, the moment of the death of hope, God intervenes in a way we
do not expect to show us his compassion and to confirm to us that he truly never forgets us.

Faith is the essence, where do we stand from it? Do we really believe in God’s mercy and love for us? And if we believe in His mercy and
love, why do we admonish Him for every misfortune we go through or when our prayers are not answered? How deep our faith is?
What are we dying from today? God calls us to believe in him and to trust him. He wants us to enter into a relationship with Him based
on love and trust despite our weakness. With this relationship, our weakness becomes strength, our despair hope, our death life and
our faith salvation.

@od who always remembers us has never forgotten our parish but has transformed it into a constant beehive. On Monday, the
Stewardship Committee held its monthly meeting to discuss matters related to the parish. the Stewardship Committee looks after the
parish affairs and we are very thankful and grateful to all the efforts made by its members for the good of the parish and parishioners.
Every Saturday the Arabic school opens its doors to its students and to the children of our parish. This school is a sign of life and
continuity as it confirms our adherence to our roots and beloved country Lebanon and preserving our language and heritage. The Lord
Jesus who promised to be always with us is present in the heart of our parish through every person and every participation in the divine
sacraments especially at the time of adoration every Thursday at 8.00 pm. The Lord is awaiting us all! May God protect our family and
parish so it remains a parish that glorifies Him and he remains the compassionate Lord for His children.

Father Tony Sarkis



Not Be Afraid ... For Your Prayer Has Been heard

Life is a journey which is either tough or tougher. Some are walking with a clear vision
to where they want to be and some are not. Knowing our destination is an important
aspect of that journey however it is not a priority. One begins his career and looks
forward to improving himself for promotion and growth as they both create an image
for the person. If the world can give us an image, what about the heavenly things?
What about God who created us in His image and likeness? What about reordering our
priorities, so God becomes the centre of our life? Life is tough, yes, however it
becomes sweet and peaceful with Him being the captain of the ship.

Pue to our fallen nature, we doubt God and everything related to Him. We pray and
ask for graces, we cry at the feet of the Cross, we go to Mass and yet, doubt does not leave us at peace. To remain in doubt endlessly is
the work of evil for from this endless doubting we begin to question everything in existence which leads us astray from the Truth.

@od is omnipotent and capable of changing all situations to make them work for the good of those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28).

Poubt is normal. Saints went through spiritual dryness where they did not only doubt God but they also thought that He has abandoned
them.

In the end, Truth overcomes deceit, Hope overcomes despair and Life overcomes death.

Silence is the only remedy for doubt. Silence holds sacred powers which help us contemplate the grandiose of God, His faithfulness to
His promises, His love to His people and His commitment to fulfilling each individual’s goals in life according to His glory.

Silence helps us come closer to the heart of God and fully surrender to Him with faith, hope and joy. Silence calms our agitations, brings
us back to ourselves and helps us realize that we are so precious in the eyes of God who has carved us in the palm of His hand.

To remain silent during hardships is a hard calling for each one of us especially nowadays as it is considered as a sign of inferiority and
vulnerability. However, silence and surrender to God transform us to Christ like people who have their eyes always raised towards
heaven and hearts always open to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit. Silence helps us understand that we are the children of the Father.

In this season of Advent, do not be afraid to remain silent and contemplate the silent and meek birth of Jesus, the Word incarnate who
fulfilled God’s biggest promise to humanity and brought them back home.
Angelo Hedwan

Last Sturday’s teens lesson, titled “At the Hour of Death” Words are not enough to describe the joy the Seniors’
revolved around getting our Year 8 students to have a Committee experienced on our spiritual day at Our Lady
look at their life, and think about what they will of Lebanon church in Wo”ongong_

remember at the hour of their death.

] ) ) Enjoying the views on the way there, then Celebrating the
We discussed the idea that our secular bucket lists are not Holy Mass with our Spiritual Director Father Bernard and

as important as the Ifgacy we leave behind. The maintalk  to1hor youssef Matta, then enjoying lunch at the Builders
posed the question, “when you leave this world, have you Club

left it the same as when you came in? If so, what purpose

did your life serve?” . .
v It was a wonderful day. Our precious seniors were so

happy and comfortable enjoying the entertainment on

Continuing from this, the class was proposed the idea .
the Bus. Looking forward to our next event.

that our lives should be spent honoring and serving God,
in our activities and friendships, rather than spending
most of our time on mundane tasks such as video games
and general laziness.

Sonia Abi Rached

The general consensus at the end of the class was this -
We spend most of our time focusing on ourselves, and
behaviours that make US feel good. This easy time in
history has made us forget the hardships of our Maronite
ancestors, and the daily struggle we must go through to
attain salvation.

To conclude, | will pose the same question that was asked
on Saturday: “When you leave this world, have you left it
the same as when you came in? Or have you made a
difference in it for the better?"

Yours in Christ,
Elias B.
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Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

~’é?elebrating

Believe — Celebrate — Love
Mention OLOL to receive
15% discount on orders over 5300
P 9898 1388
E sales@celebrating.com.au
Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents

. Catering for all occasions now
www.celebrating.com.au g

available Call: 02 8898 1550



mailto:sales@celebrating.com.au
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.celebrating.com.au&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce083063fe07741a0e1ec08d5f143ba26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636680195559071263&sdata=rFDmJdFkqHCtgOjn93II9cX84nlN9XTUYaoy85wlqc8%3D&res

Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS 83-.“9‘ bl 3

Sunday 18 November: Announcement to Zechariah — St Raymond
8:00am One Year Obelle Toufic Yaacoub wife of Mehsen Zakka

Cugihag; Jba— LS5 By aal 1 JBY 085 VA sl

. iy & dag) Casiny Guigt Jlgl 4 dadl Az

Yaacoub from Karm EI Mohr sl 08 e g 1) e A s B85 gl Rapaell Al
11:00am 40 Day Tony Saba Mikhael Elias from Blouza Bshy e bl e Ll sk asmpall smaf VY20 e
5:00pm 40 Day Saada Nassim Jelwan from Bhaireh wife of Gl aoa Ganbe dag) Sl e Olsla a3 Aagayall Gsapl B1en

Sassine Gerges Diab from Zgharta B2 e
Monday 19 November " - .;

(i IRTVrr il I R ]
10:30am Funeral Antonios Elias Youssef from Blouza g st

D5l (a gy bl Gusishail agaall 83 Y e z¥
6:00pm Nahia Mansour from Alma widow of the late Wahid

Zaouita from Tripoli (died in Lebanon) 3lisia) bl (e Lyl s asmsall ALl Lile (e jsaie Bali dagayall e
owr &2
Wednesday 21 November: » (-,» T .
7:00pm Kevin Nabih Nassim Saad from Kfarsghab A G ¥ sl Y)
Saturday 24 November: (s 2 (s25%) SlaasiS G s st 4 KOVIN pymyall - Vi
6:00pm One Year Dolly Kazzi wife of Charbel Boutros Kazzi from

gim\@ﬂh Sl

Gl G (g ol Jipd A5 38 llyn eyl 25 T o
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Sunday 25 November: Announcement to Mary
11:00am Mass for the Late President Rene Mouawad and his

plyinl) 8Ly anf 1 JBY 0,0 YO 0a)

companions, Martyrs of the Lebanese Independence

Dty as Jags 43l 2y ; 3yl ng il (juss Aa) 18 Y Y:ew
Movement offered by the Lebanese Independence DB A el 4l pajas 4y el 2l (s L] 8
Movement, Sydney (= DY) A a dasis
3:00pm Noura Tabet from Deir Dourit EI Chouf wife of Nathan el o gy Gl Aang) Cagall gy 300 e il st Aasayall Wi
Sibrouk from America (died in America) (Lsﬁj b 8ligia)
5:00pm 40 Day Danny Hanna Tannous from Blouza D3k e sl Ba (s QLA asaall Gsas)) 020 e
Announcements
OLOL Music Academy Fersen Family Fete
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy Date 25 November 2018 Time 10.30am—2.30pm
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Where OLOL Rooftop Carpark - 40 Alice Street Harris Park
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers Cost $20 incl Free Sausage Sizzle

Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au Contact Eliana 0421 740 115 Adelle 0499 188 891

Maronite Flame Teens - Christmas Grand Ball Cherry Picking
Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 7-11pm Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 6 am Departure from OLOL
v OLOL Youth Centre Level 1 Tickets $40 Ent ter 8 Venue: Orange Cost: $60 per person incl Bus, Breakfast & Lunch
enue: outh Centre Level 1 Tickets 540 - no Entry after 8pm | ¢, ot Gladis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 669
For More Information Contact AJ 04 152 415 14 Sabah 0405 547 061

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 iyt :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Activities for Seniors

Youth Meetings For more details contact Joanne 0427503008 U“*“ s _C):'ﬂ‘}“ %i Jhm‘ dagy (el gl JS
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?cSCIavs(:re‘:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7pm - 9pm Tuesdays at 7pm

Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Hanna Azar, Khalil Abboud (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef Kabboura, Hanna Kabboura,
Mary Kabboura, Elias Bchara, Antoun Bchara, Adele Wehbe, Maroun Bou Melhem, Dibeh Bou Melhem, Elias & Ramza Bou Melhem, Father Hanna Bou Melhem, Fadwa Bou

A& Melhem, Mansour el Bazouni, May Barakat (C) (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Mous-

Rizk Tanna & Saba Families, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)

sa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amineh el Hallal and

of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Assaad Gerges Mouawad (N) Liela
Nader, Sarkis Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe , Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Michael Rizk, Emil Rizk, Hanna & Habiba Rizk (S) Boutros Kozhaya
Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, George Sakr, Boulos & Adele Sassine and children Raymond & Yvette Sassine (T) Youssef Mtanios Bahbouha & Children, Boutros Wardan Taouk ,
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