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The Gospel

At that time the festival of the Dedication took

place in Jerusalem and Jesus was walking in the |.

temple. So the Jews said to him, “How long will
you keep us in suspense? If you are the

Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “The

works that | do in my Father’s name testify to |.

me; but you do not believe, because you do not

belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. |

know them, and they follow me. | give them =

eternal life, and they will never perish. No one
will snatch them out of my hand. What my
Father has given me is greater than all else, and
no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and | are one.” The Jews took up
stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, “I have
shown you many good works from the Father.
For which of these are you going to stone me?”
The Jews answered: “It is not for a good work
but for blasphemy, because you are making
yourself God.” Jesus answered: “If | am not
doing the works of my Father, then do not
believe me. But if | do them, even though you
do not believe me, believe the works, so that
you may know and understand that the Father
isin me and | am in the Father.” Then they tried
to arrest him again, but he escaped from their
hands. He went away again across the Jordan ..”
And many believed in him there.

Jn 10:22-42

Next Sunday’s Readings
Announcement to Zechariah
Rom 4:13 - 25
Lk1:1-25

I alone cannot
change the
world, butI can
cast a stone
across the
waters to create

many ripples

Saint Mother Theresa

of Calcutta

The Epistle

Brothers and sisters, when Christ came as a

high priest of the good things that have come,

" then through the greater and perfect tent (not
¥ made with hands, that is, not of this creation),

he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not
with the blood of goats and calves, but with his

own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

| For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the

sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies
those who have been defiled so that their flesh
is purified, how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to worship the
living God! For this reason he is the mediator of
a new covenant, so that those who are called
may receive the promised eternal inheritance,
because a death has occurred that redeems
them from the transgressions under the first
covenant.

Heb 9: 11-15

Lord, as we celebrate the Renewal of the
Church, may we too, be renewed in heart, mind
and soul. We ask that You send us Your Holy
Spirit to guide us and transform us into Holy
Temples so that we may always glorify the Holy
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Renewal of The Church

This second week of the liturgical year is dedicated to the
Renewal of the Church. The first Reading from the letter to
the Hebrews, offers a redemptive theology.

There are many ways to understand Jesus’ death, however
we need to be careful what we purport. If we say God sent
Jesus to die for us, to spill his blood as a ransom, in order for
God to forgive our sins, then we are reducing God to a
person who enjoys inflicting pain on others and Jesus to a
person who enjoys pain.

@od is not a blood-thirsty deity, that needs to be appeased
by spilling human blood. We read, ‘how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from
dead works to worship the living God (9:14). The writer then
notes, ‘a death has occurred that redeems them from the
transgressions under the first covenant (9:15). So we need to
tread carefully when trying to understand Jesus’ death.

@od did not send Jesus to die for us. God sent Jesus to live
among us and to reveal God to us. It is in Jesus’ very act of
living, loving and forgiving that we are drawn to God. This is
a God of compassion, love and mercy. It is Jesus’ willingness

Why Read The Bible

Paul wrote to Timothy: 'People who
pretend to be what they are not will
become worse than ever, as they fool
others and are fooled themselves. Keep B/Zs —

on being faithful to what you were taught

and to what you believed. After all, you know who taught you
these things. Since childhood, you have known the Holy Scriptures
that are able to make you wise enough to have faith in Christ Jesus
and be saved. Everything in the Scriptures is God's Word. Alt of it is
useful for teaching and helping people and for correcting them and
showing them how to live.' (2 Tim 3:13-16)

Here's why you should read your Bible:

- So you won't be led astray. God will never say something to you
through another person, or your own thoughts, that does not line
up with what's already revealed in His Word. That's why you need
to know the Scriptures.

- To know you're truly saved. The apostle -John writes: 'These'
things | have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you
may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God'(1 Jn 5:13).

to live such a life, free of sin, willing to do God’s will, to love
unconditionally, and lay down his life for the truth that led to
his death and it is this ultimate sacrifice that shows us what
redemption is all about. This selfless love frees us from our
sins and our fears, and invites us into the forgiving and life
giving embrace of God. Amen

- To identify your calling and equip it. Paul says: The Scriptures
train God'’s servants to all kinds of good deeds. The Bible is your
guidebook for living the Christian life, so read it every day!

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Vision 180

The Servant’s Word Renewal Is A Natural Necessity

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

fter Consecration Sunday of the Church, we celebrate today the Renewal of the Church. With Renewal Sunday,
our Church continues her journey, through our Liturgical Year, towards her Redeemer and Saviour Jesus Christ.
On this Sunday, our Mother Church calls us to reflect on readings from John’s Gospel and the epistle to the
Hebrews.

Today’s readings remind us of our identity! We are the sheep of Christ. This is our character and our hope that we
aspire to renew. Only his sheep believe in him, as our Lord Jesus said to the Jews who were arguing with him in
the temple while he was walking up and down in the Portico of Solomon. As usual, Jesus puts his teaching in the
relevant temporal and spatial context to make it easy to understand. From the temple of Jerusalem and on the
very day of the Renewal Feast, Jesus revealed that he was the Son of God and the Master of the sheep. The
Renewal Feast was celebrated to remember the purification of the temple by Judah Maccabee in 164 BC, after it was profaned by the
King of the Seleucid Antiochus Epiphanes who had placed a statue of Zeus, the greatest of the Greek gods, in the Holy of the Holies. In
this context, Jesus was talking to the Jews who believed that they were doing the right thing in worshiping the true God while they were
in fact closing their ears to his voice, even seeking to kill him to silence his voice.

Jesus confirmed to the Jews that he was the Son of God, yet they wanted to stone him. “You do not believe,” Jesus said to them,
“because you are no sheep of mine. The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; | know them and they follow me.” The epistle
confirms this revelation, as we understand from it that the Lord is the Good Shepherd who dies for his sheep and redeems them with
his blood so that “those who have been called to an eternal inheritance may receive the promise.” This calling which is directed to each
one of us as we are his sheep compels us to renew ourselves on the Renewal Sunday of the Church since we are his Church and every
one of us is a living member in her and a stone in her structure. Without this renewal, we cannot be worthy to be really among those
called to the eternal inheritance.

Renewal is one of the life’s rules, a natural necessity. Every living being renews its cells to continue to live, and every society that does
not renew its ways of life and traditions, ages and dies out. It is the same with the Church. She has to renew herself so her faith in the
Son of God remains a living faith that develops with the society without change or decrease.

@od has blessed us with a perpetual renewal in our parish through its priests and committees. On Monday, all members of the Parish
Council held a meeting to discuss the preparations for the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord. Once more, we renew our spiritual
and temporal preparations for this sacred season. The Parish Council is a sign of blessing from the Lord to our parish. Last Saturday, the
Elderly Committee organised a trip for the elderly in our parish. We are grateful to this committee which is another blessing that the
Lord has bestowed upon us. And from our elderly to our children, the future of our parish. Today we are witnessing the great
commitment by the Fersen who are renewing their promise, with a new group making their commitment for the first time.
Furthermore, the Word is alive in our parish and is in perpetual renewal. For many years, the bible study evenings are continuing with
the Family of Divine Word without interruption. This too is a sign of blessing. Participate in those evenings and give the Lord of Harvest
some of your time. It is indeed a blessed parish, in which the Lord is constantly present with the intercession of our mother Mary and
the commitment of its parishioners, the sheep who know his voice and whom he knows, they follow him and renew themselves in him.

Father Tony Sarkis



Hearing The Voice of God

We all have times in our lives where we hear the voice of God and times when we struggle. God speaks &
in so many ways, it can be hard to hear, especially in the world we live in. We can often give Him our
fears, concerns, issues, questions but do not wait around for a response.

“My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me.”

The gift of faith, the ability to hear and to follow a call, is an amazing gift given to us from God. Why are §
some capable of hearing that leads to faith? Why are some capable of recognising the Father in the
words of Jesus? The only answer presented is that faith is a gift. When we are searching to hear God'’s voice, are we truly
asking to hear His voice or to hear what we want to hear? | know from personal experience | often try to go and work it out
on my own or look for God’s graces and answered prayers in the signs or actions | expect. It is almost like | need to work
out what is being said, on my own, before | will follow Him down a particular path He has set for me, be it a suffering,
changes or just living a more Christ-like life. Thankfully, our God and his Son are shepherds that care for us and know us and
even love us in our stubbornness, deafness and diffidence. When discerning or wanting to hear God’s voice each day we
must pray for the gift of faith, so that we may truly hear His voice.

This Sunday we celebrate the Renewal of the Church, the second week of the Maronite Liturgical Year. What a great time to
renew our relationship with God? It can be a time to make a ‘new year’ resolution to find God’s voice in our daily lives. It
can also be about spending some more time switched off and in silence or emptying our hearts (and ears) with things that
are blocking the voice of God from entering. 24-hour Adoration, on the 1st Friday of each month, is my favourite time to be
silent and to try and listen to God’s voice. Like a shepherd, God wants a personal relationship with each one of us, His
sheep.

Connie Maree

Youth Corner

Teens Corner

"Can | get an Amen", said no |

“Let no evil come out of your mouths, but only what is
useful for building up, as there is a need, so that your
words may give grace to those who hear” — Eph 4:29

writer of this time.

Music and Pop culture was our
topic for our first Come Alive
lesson and we explored the
many reasons why listening to
and exposing yourself to the
new music of today is not
appropriate.

Very often our perceptions of people can be tainted by
what we hear around us. Even more often it is our words
that destroy and harm those closest to us. Our actions can
be driven by anger or jealousy, and when we allow that to
consume us we lose trust in the plan God has set out for

The night began with various activities such as "Sing the us

next line", "Boogie to the Rythm" and "Rewrite the lyrics"
to a popular modern day song. All the teens did really

well. Even the leaders gave it a go.

The main point that Joey Khoury raised to the teens was
to, "be aware of what you are listening to", and ask
yourselves, are these lyrics causing you to sin, for the sa-
ke of listening to a beat?

Using our tongues to tease people or swear or to bully
people, we place ourselves in the footsteps of the Roman
soldiers who whipped, scourged, kicked, slapped,
mocked, spat on, and nailed our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ to the Cross.

As Catholics, we should strive to live holy lives just as the
Saints did. Use our tongues to do good and to receive
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Use our eyes to see the
beauty and Glory of God around us and to see Him in the
Blessed Sacrament.

As a Proverb says, "Bad habits are easier to abandon
today, rather than tomorrow", so get started and dont
waste anytime.

AJ Stephan

Our words are a depiction of who we are. And when we
fail to show love and mercy to those who hurt us, those
who we “envy”, and those who have no one, we are al-
lowing evil take control and manifest within us. Our desire
to manipulate every aspect of every situation we are in
does not allow us to place that faith and trust in God. We
see flaws in things where we should see beauty and, we
cause fights with other people in an attempt to make us
feel better about ourselves.

But what for? If we can’t show mercy, if we cannot show
love, then what is our purpose?

So | have a challenge for you; “If you have a dispute with
someone make peace with them before the sun goes

down.” — Saint Benedict
Joanne Elias
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Monthly Pastoral Council Meeting

ommunity Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

Believe — Celebrate — Love
A , 58 Mention OLOL to receive
Vit Aosedt® forsomis - D) W FSW 15% discount on orders over $300
A S » P 9898 1388
/{v /////ﬂvv/m‘wu Y S E sales@celebrating.com.au
» i Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents
www.celebrating.com.au

—

9635 6615 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU Catering for all occasions now

available Call: 02 8898 1550



mailto:sales@celebrating.com.au
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.celebrating.com.au&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce083063fe07741a0e1ec08d5f143ba26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636680195559071263&sdata=rFDmJdFkqHCtgOjn93II9cX84nlN9XTUYaoy85wlqc8%3D&res

Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS 83-.“9‘ bl 3

Sunday 11 November: Renewal of the Church
11:00am 40 Day Akram Mtanios Boutros Gharita Taouk from
Becharre @ e Bsb e Gayhay usiillae a)S)asaall eyl Y V20w

o) et aal : JBY 085 1Y a8

5:00pm 40 Day Juliette Akel Hadchiti wife of Tony Joseph Sabat
from Hadchit

Monday 12 November
6:00pm 40 Day Elain Wassaf Wehbe from Blouza
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Tuesday 13 November Bsh (e oty Cilias (O Aasapall smg)l v
11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of the sinners ) .
) Gl Y ¢ EDAY

EOlally i pally Al A e GaglY) Aapdl e Ansesall 3ia Y V2a

and the sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at
Fatima followed by a lunch
Wednesday 14 November el by Laghalh 8 o ))dall ) ses dpuslial

5:30pm Mikhael Doumit Gebrael from Karm EI Mohr (died in u-'m‘ i ) € ;mjz\

Lebanon Lo .
) (0 b 35 e oS n s Laapn e iyl O3

Saturday 17 November

6:00pm One Year Gerius Nehme Stanton from Kfarsghab Al S VY )
Sunday 18 November: Announcement to Zechariah — St Raymond Cla)i€ o Gahiland daxd us poapall Al T

8:00am One Year Obelle Toufic Yaacoub wife of Mehsen Zakka

(ooitagy sba— LS) 8Ly anl 1 SBY ()5 VA asl)
Yaacoub from Karm EI Mohr o ] ] . ]
el a)S (e sy 1) Qs Ay sy (3850 sl Aegapall Al Az
11:00am 40 Day Tony Saba Mikhael Elias from Blouza ‘
Bl e ) Jile Ul sk apmpall pmpl V920 s
5:00pm 40 Day Saada Nassim Jelwan from Bhaireh wife of )
Gl e Ganle dag) Bl (e Olsla s Gz Aagapall Ggmy)) Oe
Sassine Gerges Diab from Zgharta
By e

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy.
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Fersen Family Fete Cherry Picking
Date 25 November 2018 Time 10.30am—2.30pm Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 6 am Departure from OLOL
Where OLOL Rooftop Carpark - 40 Alice Street Harris Park Venue: Orange Cost: $60 per person incl Bus, Breakfast & Lunch
Cost 520 incl Free Sausage Sizzle Contact Gladis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 669
Contact Eliana 0421 740 115 Adelle 0499 188 891 Sabah 0405 547 061

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 iyt :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Activities for Seniors

Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 Uﬁ*‘“ Bl _C):'ﬂ‘}“ %‘ Jhm‘ dagy Oal (pegml JS
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?cSCIavs(:g:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7pm - 9pm Tuesdays at 7pm

Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, George Aloodi (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef Kabboura, Hanna Kabboura, Mary Kab-
boura, Elias Bchara, Antoun Bchara, Adele Wehbe, Maroun Bou Melhem, Dibeh Bou Melhem, Elias & Ramza Bou Melhem, Father Hanna Bou Melhem, Fadwa Bou Melhem (C)
Makdessi & Chalhoub Families Faithful Departed (D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra

A\ Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Saada Hawach,

Tartak, Youssef Habib, Basbous Taouk, Saiid Assaad Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)

Youssef & Amineh el Hallal and children (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Nehmeh Khattar & wife Eugenia, May Khattar, Raymond Khattar (L) Boulos Laoulach (M) Anthony
Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Chhadeh
& son George Maroun, Azar Estephan, Youssef Moussa & son Hanna, Francis Moussa (N) Liela Nader, Mikhaye Halimeh Nakhleh, Joseph Nehmeh (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Maroun Lahoud, Therese Rajha, Najib, Nabiha & Chafik Rajha, lbrahim & Bahijeh Lahoud, Youssef Lahoud, Najla el
Asmar, Makhoul & Maryam Farah & Children, Salim el Asmar & Zarifeh Saad, Hanna Lahoud & Parents, Makhoul & Maroun & Ramez & Gerges & Elias el Nachar, & Elias Diab el
Nachar, Rani el Asmar, Dibeh Diab, Dibeh Rahmeh, Jean Makhoul & Elham & Samir, & Badwi Ephrem, Ghassan el Rmaily (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen,
George Sakr, Joseph Succar (T) Youssef Mtanios Bahbouha & Children, Boutros Wardan Taouk, Youssef & Fadwa Taouk, Boutros Tartak & Wife Lazourd, Christph Tartak, Hanna
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