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The Gospel

Now when Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but (ii&
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of

the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do |/

you say that | am?” Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock |
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.

Mt 16:13-20

Grant peace, O Lord, to your Church throughout
the world, keep all scandal far from her.
Guard your flock from harm and strife. Send
good shepherds who will lead in accordance
with your will. Gather and unite in love all her
children in true faith. Then she will rejoice with
you in your kingdom when you come.

he asked his disciples,o

Consecration oThe Church

Next Sunday’s Readings
Renewal of The Church
Heb 9: 11 -15
Jn10:22-42

Rise up and shine,
O Church,
for the Saviour
of the world
has made You

His dwelling
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The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,
Now even the first covenant had regulations for

¥> worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent

was constructed, the first one, in which were

Y the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the
' Presence; this is called the Holy Place. Behind

the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of
Holies. In it stood the golden altar of incense
and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides

| with gold, in which there were a golden urn

holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the tablets of the covenant; above
it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing
the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot
speak now in detail.
Such preparations having been made, the
priests go continually into the first tent to carry
out their ritual duties; but only the high priest
goes into the second, and he but once a year,
and not without taking the blood that he offers
for himself and for the sins committed
unintentionally by the people. By this the Holy
Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary
has not yet been disclosed as long as the first
tent is still standing. This is a symbol of the
present time, during which gifts and sacrifices
are offered that cannot perfect the conscience
of the worshiper, but deal only with food and
drink and various baptisms, regulations for the
body imposed until the time comes to set things
right.
But when Christ came as a high priest of the
good things that have come, then through the
greater and perfect tent (not made with hands,
that is, not of this creation), he entered once for
all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of
goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption.

Heb 9:1-12

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Consecration Of The
Church

Light from the Word

We enter into a new liturgical year and this time round we
will be reflecting on the first Reading for each Sunday. As we
celebrate the Consecration of the Church, our Reading is
taken from the letter to the Hebrews.

The letter was written much later than Paul’s letters and we
see in it a tendency to focus on the emerging hierarchical
and patriarchal structure of the Church with its emphasis on
priesthood and sacrifice.

Today’s Reading takes us through the various forms of
places of worship. If we travel through the Old Testament
we will notice that God resided in different places. In Genesis
3, God walked in the Garden of Eden, among humans. Soon
after God was a transcendent presence and worship was
offered to God through the building of shrines or altars of
stone as we see with Abraham (Gen 12:8) and Jacob (Gen
28:22).

By the time of Moses, 400 years later, we have a tent that
housed the Ark, where the presence of God was. Then King
Solomon built a Temple around 1000 BCE, which included
the Holy of holies, the sanctuary where God dwelled.

Then Jesus came along and replaced the Temple with his
own body. So today God is understood to be not only in the
Church and in the celebration of the Eucharist, but also
walks among us, present in mysterious ways,
transcendentally and immanently. So as we celebrate the
Consecration of the Church, let us not forget that God'’s
presence is alive and is known by love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today is a new spiritual beginning to which we bring everything we have

experienced so far in our sacred journey towards the Kingdom of God. Our journey is full of
various experiences, some material and temporal, some spiritual and divine. In some of them §
we find victories and achievements, in others falls and failure. We bring them all to this new %
beginning so that the Lord transfers them into holy experiences from which we learn how to
progress a level up towards Him. Our appointment with renewal is today as it is the :
beginning of a new Liturgical Year in which Sunday of the Consecration of the Church is its g
first milestone. And as per the popular saying “the letter can be read from its title”, by the
same token, the year can be read from its first Sunday since consecration is the peak of the

The Christian’s Treasure

dee, my children, a Christian's treasure |§
is not on earth, it is in heaven. Well,
then! Our thoughts must go where our
treasure is. Man has a fine function: to
pray and to love. You pray, you love:
that is man's happiness on earth!

Prayer is nothing other than a union
with God. When your heart is pure and
united with God, you feel within
yourself a balm, a sweetness that is
inebriating, a light that is dazzling. In
this intimate union. God and the soul
are like two pieces of wax that have melted together: you can no
longer separate them. It is a very beautiful thing, this union of God
with his little creature. It is an incomprehensible blessing. We have
not deserved to pray, but God, in his goodness, has allowed us to
speak to him. Our prayer is like incense that he receives with the
utmost pleasure.

My children, you have a little heart, but prayer enlarges it and
makes it capable of loving God. Prayer is a foretaste of heaven a
stream flowing from paradise. It never leaves us without
sweetness. It is a kind of honey that sinks into the soul and
sweetens everything. Troubles melt away in the presence of prayer
that is made well, like snow before the sun.

Saint John Vianney

The New Beginning

-

years that we live, and with it we crown our age and lives. We are so much in need of this
new beginning; it is the first of the vibrant oases in the desert of our long journey.

Rich in abundant texts, the Maronite Liturgy gives us this Sunday spiritual readings with depth so we can reflect on this transitional
period which takes us from one liturgical year to another. In the epistle to the Hebrews (9: 1-12) we find a description of the first

testament and of everything that the human did to honor God and worship Him in “a sanctuary on this earth”, followed by a discourse
on the second testament and everything that God has done for the salvation of the human through his Son Jesus Christ who “has
passed through the greater, the more perfect tent, not made by human hands,” to save us with his precious blood. In Matthew
(16:13-20) we encounter and experience Jesus Christ’s educational and teaching style. He chose the region of Caesarea Philippi, the
place of the old pagan temple to take his disciples from the mentality of the old testament to the true faith in his Christology and
divinity, and from the time of awaiting salvation to the fullness of times, revealing to them, through Peter’s voice, that he is “the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”

This Sunday is the day of change and the new beginning. On this day we move in our spiritual journey from one situation to another so
that the Lord can accomplish in us the act of consecration. What is required today is a reflection with an examination of the conscience.
How can | be renewed and am | really ready for this renewal? How can | move from the idolatry of my sin to the state of the perpetual
grace? What is the new beginning that | am aspiring to and what is the change that | need to make? How about my brother with whom |
have not been talking for years? Isn’t time yet for a new beginning with him? What about my sister whom | have been boycotting and
rejecting? Doesn’t she deserve an act of love from me? Am | ready for this new beginning so | can be a part of the consecration? Do | let
God change me from my shabby old state to His vibrant newness? The opportunity is there today, let us take it so we can experience
renewal and consecration in this blessed Sunday!

@God has blessed our parish with an ongoing testimony of renewal and consecration. Our sodality and youth have gathered with the
parishioners to pray the rosary, in a scene full of life and wisdom. It was the meeting of generations in which we renewed ourselves in
prayer, deed and love, under the gazing eyes of our mother Mary. Thursday we concluded the Month of the Rosary, praying as one
parish family and reflecting on all the rosary’s mysteries which are built around Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. The adoration was special
and full of Marian fragrance. We thank God for our vibrant parish which is so active with all its committees. May God bless you and
grow in you his grace, renewing you in this new beginning in your journey towards His Kingdom.

Father Tony Sarkis



Who Do You Say That Jesus Is?

How many of us have had the great blessing of encountering a saint in our lifetime? I'd have to
say, millions of people have encountered at least one saint in their lifetime, unbeknown to
them. For example, when | was too young to know what was going on, | came face to face with
Pope Paul VI on his visit to Sydney in the 60’s. He is now a canonised Saint, by the Grace of
God. | remember asking my parents “Who is that man?” | can imagine the same question being
asked by those who encountered Jesus during his earthly mission, as He preached and healed
and loved along the way — “Who is that man?”

s life’s journey takes me further down the road, | am grateful for having experienced much and learned much over the
years. But | have never known anyone like Jesus. Who do | say He is? If | were to write all that Jesus is to me personally,
there would not be enough pages in this newsletter to contain them. | can only summarise my answer with this simple
response: Jesus is “my Lord and my God!”

In the darkest moments of life when | couldn’t find solutions to my problems, Jesus has been the light that led me out of
that darkness. In the loneliest times when I've felt abandoned and rejected, Jesus has been my consolation and loving
companion. When pain, sorrow, and fear have consumed my days, Jesus has been my strength, my fortress, my rock. There
have been unspeakable situations in my life that were unbearable, had it not been for the prayers that united my heart to
His Heart. Who do | say that Jesus is? He is everything. He is the love that fills my heart with each new sunrise. He is the
song | sing when words cannot express my love for Him and for my life. He is the gentle spirit that radiates through the
expression of a smile, through the laughter of an innocent child, through the fleeting butterflies and chirping sparrows. He
is the brightness of the moonlight amidst the twinkling of the stars. He is the sweetness of a friendly embrace and the
gentleness of rest. He is everything.

Il the darkness of the universe cannot diminish the light of one candle. Jesus is that Light - He shines through me and YOU.

Family Committee

A Time To Reconnect To God As a
Family

In an age of iPhones, e-mails,
iPods and Xboxes, we find
ourselves disconnected and adrift,
in need of renewal and healing in
a world that is complex and always
changing.

But how does a Maronite Family step off the grid of modern life
and reconnect with God? The answer is to attend the Family
Spiritual Day. This day retreat is a means to look within our
families and ourselves, to locate what may be missing in our
lives, and to also appreciate what has always been there....our
love for God.

As my family and many other families in our Parish have
discovered, you don't have to go far for a deep experience.
OLOL under Father Tony’s guidance is always looking at ways to
help families reconnect spiritually.

This day promises to give you and your family a chance to
recharge and remember what’s really important, the Mission of
the Family in Today’s World.

As a community of families, we will pray together and enjoy
guest speakers as they enlighten and entertain. All the while
comfortable in the knowledge that our children are being
looked after and engaged spiritually separately. This enables us
to relax and really listen. We then all together share meals and
a Mass. It's such a nourishing atmosphere, you’ll feel a deeper
sense of being grounded in God's presence.

You’ll also gain spiritual direction, through the ideas and
perspectives of speakers, and family activities, which my sons
and | really enjoy.

A Family Spiritual Day can help you rediscover more of God's
possibilities for you and your family all in an engaging and fun
setting.

Rita Saade

year, there are a few things to

Salwa Elias

Fersen Corner

Happy New Year!

Today marks the beginning of the
new liturgical year. In this new

Happy
New
/ iturgical
consider. Do | embrace the new piturgica
year with joy and happiness?
Do | cling to my past behaviours?

Am | making room for
improvement with others and especially, with God?

Year!!

Setting new year resolutions allow people to set goals for
themselves so during the year they can “tick” them off
and then forget about them. Habibi, God does not work
that way. We must always strive to improve ourselves and
stick with those new resolutions all our life so we can be
worthy to be called His children. Here are some we can
improve our relationship with God, but are not limited

- Regular Confession

- Making one weekday Mass throughout the week

- Adoration — maybe not every week but maybe First Friday
- The Rosary — can be prayed on our way to school, to
university, on our way to Church

Although keeping up with our spiritual life is important,
we need works to match the faith.

- Committing to a chore our parents have told us to e.g
folding the clothes.

- Spending 20 minutes after school helping siblings with
homework

- Having a chat with our jidou or tayta regularly

May this new year lead you and your families to Jesus and
may the Lord Bless you abundantly.
Ann Boutros
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Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

7é'elebrating

: M o Believe — Celebrate — Love g,
s / S Mention OLOL to receive
Witter frout location : 2 W% LAS=N 15% discount on orders over $300

L p s P 9898 1388 loaves
/(/}; [1///{}(,(,/{“_[{}/[&_ = o E sales@celebrating.com.au

Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents

9635 6615 INFO@SBTR.COMAU R
| oEeg www.celebrating.com.au

Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550



mailto:sales@celebrating.com.au
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.celebrating.com.au&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce083063fe07741a0e1ec08d5f143ba26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636680195559071263&sdata=rFDmJdFkqHCtgOjn93II9cX84nlN9XTUYaoy85wlqc8%3D&res

Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS 83-.“9‘ bl 3

Sunday 4 November: Consecration of the Church

Aaad) (st aaf 1 SEY 0y ¢ aY)

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality
Clsaly aimyas eliad LY sl s o (gl Azes
11:00am One Year Wadiha Mikhael Mikhael from Wadi )
) Aloy) el galg e Llda 4 i audl YV

Qannoubine widow of the late Hamid Maroun el Aol Gst (g3ls m il Jiltn By Rasal

Phillip from Mazraat El Teffah gl depie e culd Og)le des

5:00pm All Living and Departed of Kfarfou for the feast of 5 I e Ll e e Fanliag 530S clgaly slal B e 8 024 s
St Asia offered by the Association

Monday 5 November A Gyl 0 cply)
6:00pm Youssef Sleiman Khattar from Hadchit (died in Lebanon) (Ohd) 8 A5ie) Capdian (ga Shs plade oy asnyall Tre
Friday 9 November S s 4 dmaal)
6:00pm Bakhos Hanna Bachir Elbayeh from Kfardlakos (died g GB}M) OBV e ol e i sl Ll gyl T s
in Lebanon) (ol
Saturday 10 November: GOl G Y e )
6:00pm 40 Day Elias Bakhos Hkeik from Blouza Bk (e G€a il (ubd) pgmpal s Viee

Sunday 11 November: Renewal of the Church
11:00am 4(0) Day Akram Mtanios Boutros Gharita Taouk

Lol waas aaf 1 A 0y 1) sal)

o (0 G i Gkt ussillan Sl asmpall cipmpl V10 s

from Becharre

Slla Cigjen sk dag) Jadas Jie Gl Aasaall (sl 020 s
5:00pm 40 Day Juliette Akel Hadchiti wife of Tony Joseph i .

Sabat from Hadchit

Announcements

Family Spiritual Day

. OLOL Music Academy , . Theme Mission of the Family in today’s World When Sunday 18 Nov 18
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy. Time 9.30am - 4.30pm Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Cosf 54—9/Adlj|t $35/teen (12-17yrs) $20/chila (under 12)
Piano and_Contemporary Piano. With fully quallfled teachers Contact Joanne 0416234003 or E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au Registration closes 09th Nov 18
Fersen Family Fete Cherry Picking
Date 25 November 2018 Time 10.30am—2.30pm Date: 08 December 2018 Time: 6 am Departure from OLOL
Where OLOL Rooftop Carpark - 40 Alice Street Harris Park Venue: Orange Cost: $60 per person incl Bus, Breakfast & Lunch
Cost $20 incl Free Sausage Sizzle Contact Gladis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 669
Contact Eliana 0421 740 115 Adelle 0499 188 891 Sabah 0405 547 061

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 iyt :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 aall ﬁft\lVli%lei:(I Sem.ors. i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 ol S O s ) kel 4 Ol gal I8
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events Adult’ Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?cscllzavs(:re‘:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondays 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 ys ’p P

contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

7

4

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Moussa & Arlette Akl, Achkar & Kachajian Fami-
, l lies (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C)(D)(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,
O Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph,
) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amineh el Hallal and children (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) (L) Boulos Laoulach (M) An-
thony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Robert Bechara
Moussa, Bechara Boutros Moussa (N) Liela Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph,
Badoui & Phelomena Reaiche (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)
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