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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CcO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Fifth Sunday After

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise.
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps.
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers
and buy some for yourselves.” And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, Lord, open to us.” But he replied, ‘Truly |
tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.

Mt 25:1-13

Next Sunday’s Readings

Gal6:1-10
Mt 25:14-30

The Glorious Cross

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmuring and arguing, so that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, in which you shine like
stars in the world.

It is by your holding fast to the word of life that
| can boast on the day of Christ that | did not
run in vain or labour in vain. But even if | am
being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice
and the offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with all of you - and in the same way you
also must be glad and rejoice with me.

Phil 2: 12 - 18

Lord God, you are my strength. Hold my hand in
my weakness and teach my heart to fly. With
you, there’s nothing to fear, nothing to worry

about. Hold me tight in your embrace, so that |

can be stronger than the challenges in amy life.

Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Don’t Get Shut Out

Family Committee

“fInd the door was shut’ (v10). So who is to blame when we
are left behind? The Sunday Gospel suggests we need to
cultivate an attitude of readiness and it is our fault alone.

In the parable of the ten bridesmaids, those considered wise
were those who were prepared and thought ahead. They are
people who know what is happening around them and take
necessary steps to be on track. They know when to say no
and are careful not to be dragged down by others.

The foolish bridesmaids are those who have no real commit-
ment to any cause, they go with the flow without any real
thought, and over-rely on others to do things for them. So
they eventually find themselves shut out.

@od has given us the human capacity to know and to do. We
are meant to take control of our lives, seek direction as to
where we want to go, take initiative in what we want to
achieve. There is the call to use our knowledge, to commit to
God, to make good choices and to wait in hope.

&0 next time you find ‘the door was shut’ (v10), ask yourself
if you really wanted to enter in the first place and then ask
yourself, how much effort did | put in to get here? God waits
for us so why do we delay in coming? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Puring the Season of the Glorious Cross, the overarching theme and question
that the Lord asks us through the scripture passages is “are you ready?” We are
always confronted with the comparison between the wise and the foolish and
this Sunday is no exception. The ten bridesmaids in this week’s parable are split
between the five that are labelled as foolish and the five that are labelled as
wise. On face value, all ten of them appear to be the same. All of them had

s Christmas quickly approaches and the excitement builds
especially for our children (and those adults still kids at heart
J), we must all ask ourselves, what are we doing to spiritually
Brepare ourselves and our families. With all the hustle and

ustle of preparing for the big day, we often forgot the real
reason wh¥ we are celebrating the birth of Jesus, who came
to save us from our sins!

What better way to prepare than to use our Parish
Sacraments of Mass, Confession, Holy
Communion and Adoration. To further
enhance your preparation for Christmas,
and start the New Year afresh, the Family
Committee also invites you to experience
the blessings of the upcoming Family
Spiritual Day. Held on the 18th of
November, the day will include guest
speakers, Mass, Rosary, lunch, spiritual and
fun activities plus more.

My family and | have been truly blessed to both attend and
be part of organizing previous Family Spiritual and Married
Couple’s days. It’s very easy to dismiss these days for other
activities especially on our precious weekends. But once you
are there, the reaction is instant - we are all so glad that we
came. There is nothing more rewarding than when those you
cherish the most are thoroughly engaged and ask when is
the next event. As we’ve experienced, it's a great way to
meet, socialise and learn, including from other families. The
day truly is spiritual, fun for all ages and allows us to reflect
as a family together; something we all need to do more than
ever before.

Whether you’re a newbie or a seasoned attendee, take the
o?portunity to do something for your family; the investment
of your time will pay dividends multiple times over.
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Joanne

appeared to be prepared for the coming of the bridegroom except for one small detail, one crucial difference, the extra oil!
The five wise bridesmaids were well prepared and carried with them extra oil in the case that the bridegroom arrived late
and thus were well prepared when he finally showed up. Like the wise bridesmaids, the foolish ones had everything that
they needed to know. They were not disadvantaged in any way; however, they were still not ready.

This parable reminds me of us. We, the people who regularly come to church and participate in the life of the church. We,
who are equipped with everything that we need to know about Christ and profess all righteousness. Are we truly ready for
Him to open the door for us? Are we ready to listen to the greeting that He may have for us? Are we ready for the reality
that He may shut the door in our face because we have no oil in our lamps? Brothers and sisters, many of us carry the lamp
but unfortunately, we run out of oil or are not prepared enough to bring extra oil with us. This oil represents the inward
preparation of the heart for the return of the Lord. Do we really know Jesus? Most of us would claim that we do, but do we
really know Him? Are we ready to love like He loves? Are we ready to be merciful like Him? Are we ready to forgive, like He
forgives? Are we ready to sacrifice ourselves, like He sacrificed Himself for us? Like the parable, these questions are very
confronting but are crucial for us to understand the crucial difference, the extra oil. Therefore, when the hour comes and
we can hear the sound of the squeaking door that is being opened, will we have enough oil to enter into the banquet or will
our fate be that of the foolish bridesmaids.

Father Tony Sarkis



essage of His Excellency Bishop Antoine - Charbel Tarabay
Dear Beloved in Jesus-Christ Our Lord,

Since the publication of two media articles over the last week, | have been praying and
reflecting.

The Clergy and Religious of our Church, and the many volunteers who work with them, are
deeply committed and self-sacrificing people. They do much good in this world, for all the
needy, not only for Maronites, and they do it with your support.

| am very saddened and feel sorrow for the hurt at the unjust and unfair reputational impact
on our community, volunteers and works which flow from this media coverage.

| assure all of you that the Eparchy and | treat this matter with the utmost seriousness. We
are working with our advisors to ensure that we get to the truth of these matters, that jus-
tice is done, that reputations are restored, but that we are also open to considering changes that might be necessary
in a complex and changing world to ensure the ongoing success of our church’s mission.

This path is not easy to follow but we remember that Jesus is with us, and he never leaves his followers alone. “Do not
be afraid little flock” (Luke 12:32), said the Lord, “l am with you always until the end of the ages” (Mathew 28:20).

In this month of October dedicated to the Veneration of Mary of the Most Holy Rosary, | invite you all to join me on
Friday the 19th for a day of fasting, adoration and prayer for the truth to be always disclosed, fully and fairly. More
information will follow.

May our Maronite Church Community remain united as one, in the love of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia

Being a Wise Bridesmaid

For an explanation of what this Gospel means today, read Sr Margaret’s column.

In this article, | will try to answer this question: How are we called to be wise bridesmaid’s §
today? ‘

The bridesmaid symbolises the church. You, me, the children trying to sing up in the choir,
that homeless guy who is still a believer - you get the gist. The oil symbolises our Spirit or
goodness. The lamp is our own personal journey to salvation. The wedding banquet is o«
Heaven. The bridegroom is none other than Christ.

You may think that it was mean of the wise bridesmaids not to share their oil, but it wasn’t ==

for others to give. That oil is for them personally. That is their journey, filled with their own deeds and thoughts to the
banquet. You can’t just take other people’s personal journeys and make it your own. You have to get your own oil. Your
lamps can only lead you to Christ if you have enough oil stored in it.

&o how do we get our own? You might already know the answer: Follow the teachings of Christ, go to reconciliation, go to
mass, be good, be nice, think nice things. But we can all go deeper.

Pon’t be racist, sexist, misogynistic, a misandrist. Don’t submit to hate of any kind. Each time you engage in one of these
acts, you are tipping your oil out on the ground. What is the point of being a missionary who serves the poorest of the poor
in Antarctica while on Facebook you join in on a thread full of hate on non-believers with hate language. There goes your oil
from penguin land. We are better than that.

It is those small things that fill your lamp up. It’s being compassionate to that neighbour who asks you to turn your music
down at midnight. It’s helping your Tayta who has sore wrists cut parsley for the tabouli. It's resisting the temptation to
gossip about how so and so went on their fifteenth holiday this year and how much flesh they showed on this night. It is
resisting scandal from turning you away from the Church and looking for ways to make it better. It is placing Christ at the
centre of our lives, remembering that evil is always at work, always wanting to bring you down, always wanting to tip your
hand so that the oil spills out. Keep your hand steady always. To get that oil full, you must not just think clean but act clean.
Our faith demands it.

In the end, how much oil have you got in your lamp for when Christ invites you? Is it enough to light the way to him? You
cannot find Christ in darkness. Keep those oil lamps lit and for goodness sake don’t boast about how much oil you have to
others!

Emily Dib
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JERUSALEM STREET FOOD
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Traditional Lebanese Cuisine

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536
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“ Believe — Celebrate — Love
Mention OLOL to receive
15% discount on orders over 5300
P 9898 1388
E sales@celebrating.com.au
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@celebratingevents
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Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &”JY\ il 38
Sunday 14 October: 5™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross bl ae 3 el a0 cppdi Y € aal)
8:00am Youssef Sarkis Jelwan from Toula (died in America) (Sl 8 35ia) Jlall V5 o sl (S Ciussy asapall Alv s
11:00am 40 Day Salma Mawad widow of the late Youssef El Cham ) .
from Sebhel da_\aw6m\ uuﬁeﬁ‘)an :d.AJ\ A ’_ASMA.A‘P)A“ u}a_v‘ AR
5:00pm 40 Day in memory of Lauren Gebrael Gerges from O S s . .

P Mazrgat El Toufgh & il Ay e uaon i sl Ll Alle (sal i) (953 02
Wednesday 17 October J) s VY slaa )
7:00pm Jamileh Gerges Zeidan Doueihy from Zgharta wife of e Caus 35al dag) Uiy e oansdl) Ol Geaa Aliea dagaall (sanyl Voo e

Lahoud Youssef Abdulahad from Kfarsghab i
Thursday 18 October: Cla i€ e 2aYl

9:30am Funeral Hala Salim Baysari from Hadchit widow of the

late Barakat Gerges Esber from Kfarsghab A S VA Gasadld)

Friday 19 October: EESTREISE ?P.)“'“ a“"“,)i Cudas (e gi)-ﬂ&:‘“ (‘:‘L“ Mo Aagapall iy 4:Y
6:00pm Antonios Kamel Jabbour from Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon) “'l"‘jfs‘ Oe il
M) Gyl 14 Azaal

Saturday 20 October . . . L
Y (Ol (B (Asia) CliasiS (o sin JalS ussishal asaall V2o

6:00pm One Year Zachary Jamil Haddad from Kfarsghab
th . ds¥) G Yo )
Sunday 21 October: 6 Sunday after the Glorious Cross- Eve of Pope
St John PaulTl Gl e daa Jiaa WS) asapall dand) Nz
9:30am 40 Day Hasna Elias Ishac from Kfardlakos wife of Joseph
Jouad Saliba from Daraya
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] ' ) (U ader Uags LY
11:00am 40 D:?Iy Hanfudeh Farid Karanp widow of the late Youssef Ngn Cisn Ang) GV LIS G dlamd Gl s Zasapall oyl 4:F
Mtanios Abi Rached from Bejdarfel-Batroun s -
D1 e Luba

5:00pm All Living and Departed of Saghbine offered by Saghbine | ¢ 23 (o ussilas Cougs agasall Aol a2 5aman Aagayall Goapsl VV:0 s
Association ) qul‘ — dias

el o (psen Cilsaly clial Ag e i 0:4

7:00pm All Living and Departed of Knat offered by Knat
Association for the feast of St Challita Aanll A Unld Hle e Apnliay Gl Clgaly elal A3 e (ol Vivw

Announcements

Family Spiritual Day

OLOL Music Academy - o 5
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy. Ther:ne Mission of the Family in today’s Wo';ld When Sunday 18 Nov 18
: : ; - Time 9.30am - 4.30pm Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Cost $49/Adult, $35/teen (12-17yrs), $20/child (under 12)

Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers

Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au Contact Joanne 0416234003 or E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com

Registration closes 25th Oct 18

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 e :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Al gﬁ“"?eiig Sem.ors. i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 Cuindl ) Gl sa) Jlias] degs Gl Gl S
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events Family of The Divine Word

']
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) ?\?:ll?cscllzavsesre‘:? Alian) 8 e — Al ALK Alile

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Tuesdays at 7pm
" Mondays 7pm - 9pm ysat/pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be¥narg 0411')811 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899
Maronite Care Services
~Youth Services & Facilities ) ) ) ) White Stone Family Support Services
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & lerarg& Study Centre Counselling Services (English/ Arabic) Is your family impacted by addictions?
Qpen 10am —10pm for Youth 13 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. | counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
nder 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ’ 2
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227
Women’s Well-being Office Cancer Support Group
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room LvI 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

tAz All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Joseph & Yumna Barakat
C)(D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Coorey & Arida Families (G) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George Julie Ghabache (H) Anis
A& Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad &
Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Saada Hawach George Hawi, Diab Hawi, Tannous & Wadiaa Hady, Chmouni &
) Tannous el Hassan, Youssef & Hanneh el Hassan Pierre Haddad (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K% Leila & Boutros Karam (L) Joe, Budwi,

Raymond Laoulach Boulos Laoulach, Barakat, Abood Lahood (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Semaan & Karimeh
Masri, Therese Melhem Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal & Hanna Maroon (N) (O) (P) (Q5 (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus Raymond & ‘Etour Romanos & their son Joseph (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Tony & Michael Sakr (T)
(U) (V) (W) Sajiieh & nephew Joe Wehbe (X) (Y) (2)

%
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