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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CcO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Third Sunday After The Glorious Cross

Jesus said, “if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here
is the Messiah!” or ‘There he is!" - do not
believe it. For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and produce great signs
and omens, to lead astray, if possible, even
the elect. Take note, | have told you
beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look! He
is in the wilderness,” do not go out. If they
say, ‘Look! He is in the inner rooms,” do not
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the
east and flashes as far as the west, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the
corpse is, there the wultures will gather.
“Immediately after the suffering of those days
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light; the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of heaven will be
shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of
the earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’
with power and great glory. And he will send
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds,

from one end of heaven to the other.
Mt 24: 23 -31
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Next Sunday’s Readings

1Thess 5: 1-11
Mt 24: 45-51

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and
observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. For many live as
enemies of the cross of Christ; | have often told
you of them, and now | tell you even with tears.
Their end is destruction; their god is the belly;
and their glory is in their shame; their minds are
set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are
expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He
will transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by
the power that also enables him to make all
things subject to himself. Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for,
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

Phil 3:17 - 4:1

My Lord and my God, we live in a time when
virtue and holiness of life are mocked, yet
most needed to persevere in the current
culture. As we await Your “Parousia” grant us
the courage to stand firm in Faith,
strengthened by placing all our trust in You.
Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 05 Oct 18 from 9:30am - Sat 06 Oct 18 at 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  How Do We Know?

How do we know? How do we know that Jesus is the Son of
God? How do we know that Christianity is the true religion?
Todays’ Sunday Gospel throws these questions at us.

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’ or
‘There he is!” — do not believe it. For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and produce great signs and omens, to
lead astray . ..” (vs 23-24). There have been over the centuries
many who have claimed they are religious leaders, gods, holy
prop?hets etc. So how do we know who is authentic and who
isn’t?

We have chosen Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. Why
Christianity over other religions? Think about it. Ask yourselves
why this faith and not others such as Islam, Buddhism or even
no faith, matters to you.

There isn’t an answer that will satisfy everyone. We all have our
personal reasons for our beliefs but having said that there is
also a more universal reason, given people on all continents
embrace the Christian faith.

To be a Christian is to find truth in the words of the Bible. It is
to find inspiration in the life of Jesus. It is a faith that speaks
deeply to our hearts and minds. Jesus is a God who knows us
well. This is a religion that offers what humanity has always
sought and will continue to need — the message of
unconditional love, no matter who you are.

Belief in Jesus as the Son of God, who lived, taught and loved
among us to the point of suffering and death and then

resurrected, offers us hope but also comfort that this God alone
is the One who is with us always, enfolding each of us with

compassion. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

s I've mentioned in the last two weeks, the Gospel passages in this Season of the Exaltation of
the Glorious Cross have been rather confronting. Today’s Gospel passage is no different! In fact
both the Gospel passage and the Epistle are quite challenging both speaking of the coming of
contrast of victory and defeat. Victory when we
set our minds on the heavenly things and defeat when we set our minds on the earthly things!

God and eternal life. We are faced with the

s we reflect on the Holy Cross which has been and still is the sign of victory, as opposed to a
sign of punishment, humiliation, pain and suffering, we come to know that with Jesus
everything has changed. The first becomes last and the last becomes first! Nothing is defeated
with Him! The sign of death becomes a sign of salvation because of him. Unfortunately, our
human nature focuses on vanity, material wealth, selfishness, pride and hierarchy; however,
with Jesus we draw our wealth from his Cross in a spirit of selflessness, humility, sacrifice, ser-

vice and simplicity.

Himself Alone!

Souls thus on fire cannot rest inactive. B
They may sit at the feet of Jesus, like
Saint Mary Magdalene, listening to His
sweet and ardent words; but, while
seeming to give nothing, they do give far
more than Martha who troubles herself
with many things (Luke 10:41). It is not
however of Martha's labors that Jesus
disapproves, but only her too great
anxiety; to this very same work His
Blessed Mother humbly submitted
herself, when she had to prepare the
repasts for the Holy Family.

4ll the Saints have understood this, and k=<#&=s
more especially perhaps those who have
enlightened the world with the luminous teaching of the
Gospel. Was it not from prayer that Saint Paul, Saint
Augustine, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Saint John of the Cross,
Saint Teresa and so many other friends of God drew that
wondrous science which enraptures the greatest intellects?

Archimedes said: "Give me a lever and a fulcrum, and | will
raise the world." What he was unable to obtain because his
request had but a material end and was not addressed to
God, the Saints have obtained in full measure. For fulcrum,
the Almighty has given them Himself, Himself alone! for
lever, prayer, which enkindles the fire of love; and thus it is
that they have uplifted the world, thus it is that saints still
militant uplift it, and will uplift it till the end of time.

ot o el

Saint Therese of Lisieux
Story of A Soul, Chapter XI

The Cross: A Sign Of Victory

Saint Paul tells us in his letter, do as | do, and look at those who are walking like us in a spirit of selflessness and acceptance
of suffering for the love of Jesus Christ in the same way that he did for the love of his Father in heaven. We should not be
like those who are concerned only about their belly and their own glory in the matters that pertain to this world because it
is so easy for us to be consumed by the earthly. Rather, we need to do as Saint Paul tells us and in turn we too become
examples to others, leading the way and truly earning our heavenly citizenship.

The month of October is dedicated to Holy Rosary and on the 7th October, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Rosary.
Throughout this special month, we are constantly reminded of the importance of prayer and reflection, especially upon the
Mysteries of Christ and His Life. This special gift, given by Our Lady to her children, serves as a ladder to heaven for those
who pray and meditate upon it. The rosary helps us to remain focused on our life and mission as followers of Christ.
Therefore, | invite all our Parishioners, whether it be with your families, individually or as a Parish community, to dedicate
time to praying and reflecting upon the Mysteries of the Rosary, asking for the intercession of Our Lady. | wish you all a
blessed and fruitful week ahead.
Blessings From Lebanon,
Father Tony Sarkis



The Fruits of The Cross

“Everyone who suffers is on a cross. Some ask to be taken down, like the thief on the left. Others
want to be taken up, like the thief on the right.” - Venerable Fulton J Sheen

I remember reading a short story once of a man who came to the Lord asking Him to trade his
cross for another one. He turned to the Lord and said, “I see the crosses others carry and they
look much more bearable than mine. Mine has twigs and branches sprouting from it that hurt
my shoulder.” The Lord then turned to the man and said, “Come with me” and took the man by
the hand to a room filled with crosses. He looked at the man and said, “You may pick any cross
from these as you see fit on the condition you do not complain or ask to trade again. You must
live with your cross”. The man searched the room filled with large crosses and small crosses,
smooth crosses and rough crosses. He then saw a cross that he liked, not too big, not too small,
and carried it saying to the Lord, “This is the one | want, it fits perfectly”. The Lord turned to the man, smiled and said to
him “My son, that is the cross you walked in with.” Shocked, the man replied, “Impossible, where are its branches and
twigs?” The Lord answered, “Like a tree your cross carries life, it can bear fruit and grow. But you

complained and doubted, and the branches and twigs began to die. Now come my son, as agreed no more complaining,
carry your cross and let me take you home”

This story lingers in my mind always. We are faced with many trials and tribulations in our lives, some for a short while,
some a long time. If we face these trials with love and faith we turn the hardest of times into what is known as ‘Redemptive
Suffering’ through which God grants us the grace and strength to continue our lives.

“God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength” (1 Cor 10:13)
When we look at the Crucifix and see the image of our Lord hanging there, we should only feel inspired to carry ours. No

matter how many times He fell, He got back up and at the end His cross bore the fruits of eternal life. What fruits will yours
bare?

George Azar

Seeking The Face of God

In Genesis 1:27, we read that “God created humankind in his image; in the image
of God he created them.” If we take some time to read and reflect on this very
important sentence, we will come to the realisation that all people, regardless of

gender, race or religion, have been created in the image and likeness of God.

[

Thus, every person is a unique and precious creation in the eyes of the creator / » &
and with this uniqueness and value, every person has dignity that belongs to [

them. Whether people choose to accept or ignore this fact and live with the dig-
nity given to them is not the topic of this article. The purpose is for us, as the
baptised faithful, to recognise and see the face of God in others. During the Sacrament of Baptism, the priest prays the
following words in the Hoosoyo: “you [God] have clothed us with the robe of glory and have marked us with the seal of the
Holy Spirit” and later after the water has been poured over the head of the candidate, the priest proclaims “Behold, you
have put on the living Father, you have received Christ the Son, you have adorned yourself with the Holy Spirit.” What’s the
point of all this? Well, the answer is simple yet its action its hard ... as the Baptised children of God, we are called to think
with the mind of God, to love with the heart of Christ and to see with the eyes of the Spirit. This means that as Christians,
we are called to see God in every single person and to treat every person with the dignity and respect that is owed them,
not by their own merits but by the very fact that they are God’s creation. If we were to do this, we would ultimately be ful-

filling the commandment of Christ “to love one another” just as Christ loved us.

Can you imagine a world where this was to be fulfilled? Can you imagine a world where all people recognised their worth
and value and were treated according to that value? In the words of St Teresa of Calcutta, “seeking the face of God in
everything, everyone, all the time, and his hand in every happening, this is what it means to be contemplative in the heart
of the world.”

Seminarian Dory Zaouk



v ‘:‘}‘c;"\‘\ N
o

OUR LADY OF LEBANON
CO-CATHEDRAL
SYDNEY

So 'ty of the
7“’“@/
Conceplion

) Sty E i W e W 2 Y ouaslliat

The Holy Rosary Photo Exhibition

STIVERIEPSNESRE BRONZE seonsors
f £ Suttons -
v, HONDA HOMEBUSH hlb “
anterere () HONDA E

Traditional Lebanese Cuisine

K I\I A F E H / 1/(,/1'/‘//'(.‘/// Afm/{}'/{

JERUSALEM STREET FOOD /‘/‘ ,///’ir.wm}v/_c

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page? Pmtedyour[ovedonegl
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month. Make sure yourassets énd
For further details E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536 upintheright hand

RMILEGAL ~ Preesr

w will foray

i -
Zcelebrating

Believe — Celebrate — Love
Mention OLOL to receive 15% dis-
count on orders over 5300

2 7
S / ,
Na f(’/%ﬂ//z‘ /(W/ {eon

| , P 9898 1388 Raymond Mawad 0296877000
/4,- ,/// ;1(‘(‘{/5['{,1/[\; ’ g 1 o8 E sales@celebrating.com.au 4 Abion Stee,Hanis Park, NSW 2150
, p bil Facebook & Instagram W megal o,

@celebratingevents [
www.celebrating.com.au 'fm K

9635 6615 \ INFO@SBTR COM.AU


mailto:sales@celebrating.com.au
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.celebrating.com.au&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce083063fe07741a0e1ec08d5f143ba26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636680195559071263&sdata=rFDmJdFkqHCtgOjn93II9cX84nlN9XTUYaoy85wlqc8%3D&res

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 30 September: 3" Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am One Year Olga Toufic Assali wife of Hamid Boutros
dalaft from Zgharta

kan-

5:00pm One Year Mariam Youssef Nader from Cheikh
Mouhammad-Akkar

Wednesday 3 October

7:00pm 40 Day Maurice Ishac Joseph from Kfarsghab

Saturday 6 October

6:00pm Mass of Thanksgiving for all the Volunteers who contribut-
ed and assisted with Feast Week, followed by

dinner in the Recreation Room on Level 1 of the CYPC

Sunday 7 October: 4™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross — Feast of the
Holy Rosary- Sts Sarkis and Bakhos
6:00am Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic

8:00am The living and departed of the members of the
Sodality, followed by a procession in the Church
Courtyard and then the opening of the Holy Rosary
Photo Exhibition

9:30am One Year Charlotte Chelala widow of the late Toufic

Bejjani from Kehale

11:00am All Living and Departed of Harf Miziara for the
Feast of Saint Sarkis and Bakhos

3:00pm Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic and English
5:00pm One Year George Toufic Harbieh from Zgharta

7:00pm Mass Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for the opening of Mental
Health Awareness Month organised by Seeds of Hope &

MaroniteCare
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OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy.
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Pi-
ano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Family Spiritual Day
Theme Mission of the Family in today’s World When Sunday 18 Nov 18
Time 9.30am - 4.30pm Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills
Cost $49/Adult, $35/teen (12-17yrs), $20/child (under 12)
Contact Joanne 0416234003 or E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com
Registration closes 25th Oct 18

Volunteers Mass & Dinner
On behalf of Father Tony Sarkis and all the clergy at Our Lady of
Lebanon Co-Cathedral, we invite you, your families and your

committees to a Mass of Thanksgiving followed by dinner for all the

Volunteers who contributed and assisted with Feast Week 2018.

The Mass will be held on
Saturday 6 October 2018 at 6:00pm
followed by dinner in the Recreation Room on Level 1 of the CYPC.
We hope that you can join us

The Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family

invite you to the closing ceremony of their Golden Jubilee (celebrating
50 Years in Australia) on Saturday 13 October 2018 at 6.00pm followed

by a Cocktail in the Cathedral Hall
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Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Activities for Seniors
a5l opalll aal lias) dngs el gpegaad JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Aglin) By — AuelY) Al Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm
contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoine Azar, Hanna Azar (B) Boutros Saide El-Boustany & faithful departed, Milia Bou Raidan, Joseph
Saad Boutros (C) Akel Chebat & wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George, Julie Ghabache (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra
d Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Daas & Wadiha Ibrahim, Khalil Youssef
Issa & wife Marina (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Mikhael & Hanneh El Khoury & their grandchildren Bassam & Charbel, Afifi EI Khoury, Janette & Boutros El Khoury & lost souls, Linda &

Budwi, Raymond Laoulach (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Khalil Mourched & wife Lamia Mourched, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Elias, Mbaral, Hanneh Mbarak, Chehade Maroun & his son George Maroun (N) Joe Nehman & all the departed (O) (P) (Q) (R) Hanna Rizk & wife Habibe Rizk
& lost souls, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Rose and Joseph Reaich (S) Boulos Sassine & wife Adele, his son Raymond &
daughter Yvette Sassine, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Tony & Michael Salcr, George Sakr (T) Mariam, Tannous Tarral (U) (V) (W)Sajiieh & nephew Joe Wehbe, Youssef
Tannous Wehbe & Wife Sharifeh & son Kareem, Nasr Wehbe & wife Nayfeh Wehbe, Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Maroun Zaouk
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