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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CcO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

First Sunday After The Glori

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came
forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”
And he said to them, “What is it you want me to
do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left,
in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that | drink, or be baptised with
the baptism that | am baptised with? ”

They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to
them, “The cup that | drink you will drink; and
with the baptism with which | am baptised, you
will be baptised; but to sit at my right hand or at
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be
angry with James and John. So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know thatamong
the Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their great
ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so
among you; but whoever wishes to become
great among you must be your servant and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a

ransom for many.”
Mk 10: 35-45
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Next Sunday’s Readings

1Cor 15:19-34
Mt 24: 1-14

ous Cross

Brothers and sisters,
You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is
in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from me
through many witnesses entrust to faithful
people who will be able to teach others as well.
Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled
in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please
the enlisting officer.
And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned
without competing according to the rules. It is the
farmer who does the work who ought to have the
first share of the crops. Think over what | say, for
the Lord will give you understanding in all things.
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a
descendant of David - that is my gospel, for which
| suffer hardship, even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not
chained. Therefore | endure everything for the
sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
2Tim 2:1-10

Oh, Holy Cross of Jesus, be my true light!
Oh, Holy Cross, fill my soul with good thoughts.
Oh, Holy Cross, ward off from me all things that

are evil. Oh, Holy Cross, ward off from me all
dangers and deaths and give me life everlasting!
Oh, Crucified Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on
me now and forever. Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Holy Cross

So we enter the final Season in the Maronite Liturgical
Calendar, the Season of the Exaltation of the Glorious Cross. It
extends for 7 weeks and commences on 14th September. It
serves to remind us that the Cross is very symbolic in the life of
a Christian. The Cross, the means to Jesus’ death, is not only the
symbol of injustice and suffering, but also the gateway to hope
and new life. Good will come despite the burdens and pain.

The Gospel passage reminds us of the message of the cross in
two ways. Firstly, we read, ‘Unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit’ (v24). The message is clear - suffering will
come. It can devastate one but yet in its destructive intent, we
grow. Ripped open by suffering, our spirits are released, to
grow and pull us into a bigger perspective. Suffering teaches us
to give of ourselves and in the process we gain much.

The second important line is, ‘And |, when | am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people to myself’ (v32). The Cross has
always been what draws the Christian person. To look into the
suffering Christ, crucified on the Cross, speaks volumes. God
has suffered. God knows our suffering. With this knowledge, we
find our comfort and peace. Gazing up at the Cross, we are
drawn in love to the God who died for us.

So over the next 7 weeks, embrace your call to life. Whether
you are suffering or know others carrying a heavy cross,
remember that it may be heavy, but the cross challenges us to
rise above the pain and suffering to become a person strong in
faith and love. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Corner

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In this first Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of Glorious Cross we
are confronted with a rather challenging Gospel passage. It contradicts
everything that society teaches, it contradicts everything that we are
taught at university or work about leadership, but yet again it gives us a
charter on how we should live our Christian lives. Sometimes when we
read what Jesus says we question ourselves: “does this man really know
what he is talking about?” | mean who in this day and age would instruct
“slaves”? Everyone encourages us to be strong
leaders. We are challenged to get to the top at whatever cost, be it
through status, fame, money, power and unfortunately oppression of
others. But Jesus came to teach us a new way of getting to the top. He

us to “be servants” or

“Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant”

Choices

'Everyone has sinned and fallen short of God's glorious
standard.' Rom 3:23

Every day we're faced with choices. Along with these choices
come lots of opportunities to grow in wisdom. We can ask
ourselves: what would Jesus do in this situation? Some choices
will bring us closer to His nature; some will take us in the other
direction. Sometimes we might not really realise we're facing 9
choice. Ever avoided that person in church who's always on
their own? Ever ignored an ;

opportunity to pray with someone
who's going through a difficult time
because you don't want to get
involved? It's so difficult to constantly s
make the godly choice. And God
understands that-in Romans 3:23 NCV.
Paul says, 'Everyone has sinned and
fallen short of God's glorious standard:
We alt inherited a sinful nature when
Adam made the decision to disobey God. Adam's choice
brought death into the world. (Take a look at what God said to
Adam in Genesis 2:17, and the consequences of his decision in
Genesis 3:19.) That's why in 1 Corinthians 15:22 NIV, we're told,
lin Adam all die.' But it goes on to say, 'in Christ all will be made
alive.' Jesus' death on the Cross means we can all have eternal
life when we choose to follow Him. And when we resolve to
draw closer to Him, each day a little more of our sinful nature is
scrubbed away and gets replaced by Christ's faithful, spiritual
nature and His desire to obey God's will. As we invite God into
our daily life and get deeper into His Word, all those decisions
we have to make will get easier, because we'll be more aware
of His will and our desire will be for the godly choices. Today,
resolve to ask Jesus for help to make only godly choices.

Vision 180

taught us that we must serve everyone with love. He taught us that we must humble ourselves not to reach the
top of the organisation that we are working for but to reach the ultimate “top” which is the heavenly kingdom.

“Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant”, is a difficult constitution to follow, but
these are the words of a true leader. If we take a moment to think about these words, we can see how right
Jesus was. Let’s face it, who would you prefer to be your leader, someone who is arrogant, pompous or selfish;
someone who is proud and is only concerned about rank or status! Or would you prefer someone who is humble,
someone who is kind, generous, loving; someone who respects your opinion, your freedom and your dignity! |
know that | would choose the later; | would choose someone who is like Jesus, the true leader. Let us always look
to our Lord as our ultimate example and truly live and proclaim his words in everything that we do and
everything that we say.

Well, | can truly say that | am missing everyone at the parish. Although my time here in Lebanon has given me the
opportunity to spend some time with my family and also to rest, seeing all the activity in the parish via social
media really stirs in my emotions of love and attachment to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. | watched with
great joy the procession that took place on Thursday night. It is wonderful that we continue to live out our
Maronite traditions in Australia. Thank you to Father Youwakim Njeim for organising and leading the procession
with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.

Blessings from Lebanon,
Father Tony Sarkis



of The Week

Article

When Jesus Does Not Heal

It seems like a pretty insensitive question. The disciples come across a person who had been blind from birth and ask Jesus, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus, of course, sets them straight. This guy is not blind because he sinned. He is
blind so that the work of God might be made manifest in him. And then—BOOM—Jesus heals him. Blindness, disease, misfortune—when we
encounter these things it is not God sending down his wrath because we have been bad. God does not work that way. Jesus comes to bring
life, to breathe healing. In this fallen and imperfect world, God allows us to experience trials and misfortune so that His work might be made
manifest in us. But what about when Jesus does not heal?

Redemptive suffering, you say. It is the correct answer, but it is not an easy one. The whole point of this Christianity thing is that the path to
heaven is the cross. We will all come to Calvary. We will all suffer. Yet, because of the Cross—because of Jesus— our suffering can have
meaning. Our suffering is a part of our sanctification. It is meant to be offered up to Jesus in order to “complete what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions” (Colossians 1:24). Knowledge of this fact may not make the chemo easier or the grief hurt less, but at least, because of Jesus, we
can do something with our suffering. We can give our hurt to Jesus. Not to make it hurt less, but to allow it to be used for good. Still, it is a bit
difficult grappling with the fact that the same Jesus who healed the blind man sometimes allows us to continue in our

blindness, our sickness or our pain without manifesting His power through a miraculous healing. Yet | also know that Jesus does not owe me
anything. | know that on this side of heaven there will always be suffering. | really do not presume God to grant me miracles to reward my good
behavior, and | know my struggles are not Jesus punishing me for bad behavior. Sometimes bad things just happen.

But if | am being totally honest, sometimes my “God doesn’t owe me anything” attitude has less to do with faith than it does with just not
trusting God all that much. | spout off fancy, two-dollar phrases like, “Redemptive Suffering,” while on the inside, | am asking with the disciples,
“Jesus, who sinned? Why did this have to happen?” After all, God causes it to rain on the righteous and the unrighteous alike? What, then, is
even the point in praying? Is it all just essentially “points” and chugging along so that you can end up in the right place when you die? When my
kneeﬁjerk reaction to suffering or trials is, “Well, God doesn’t owe me

anything,”

[ think there is something sort of “off” in my relationship with God. The statement itself is true. God does not owe me anything. He has already
given me everything and then some. Yet, God loves me with the love of the Father. When | am crushed in spirit, His response is never simply,
“Well, remember, | don’t owe you anything, Mary.” It might not be in His perfect will to take my suffering away in the way that | am praying
for, but it is not out of contempt or forgetfulness on God’s part that miracles appear to not come. It is out of love.

@God understands my pain. He wants me to draw near to Him in times of trial, not as some kind of test of my love for Him, but because He has a
plan and purpose for every moment of my life. God causes all things to work together for my good—my

ultimate good, yes, but the seldom spoken truth is that my ultimate good and my immediate good are actually not in opposition to one
another. | once heard a priest (I think it was Father John Riccardo) say that the only thing that is going to happen at the end of our lives/at the
end of time is that the veil separating us from seeing things as they truly are will be pulled away. It will not be that we suddenly will not
remember the events in our lives that caused us great pain, we will just finally see them in their

fullness. We will see where God was and what He was doing in our lives’ greatest trials. We will see that God never abandoned us, not even in
our weakest moments, He was drawing us closer to Himself.

Mary Pearson - Shalom Tidings

Teens Corner Jesus & The Cross

"Young people, do not be afraid to be holy!" Fly high, be
among those whose goals are worthy of sons & daughters
of God. Glorify God in your lives!” - Saint John Paul Il

What are the results of the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross?
Jesus freely offered his life as an expiatory sacrifice, that is, he
made reparation for our sins with the full obedience of his love
In the words of Saint John Paul Il, "be among those whose unto death. This love "to the end" (John 13:1) of the Son of God
goals are worthy of sons and daughters of god" | believe reconciled all of humanity with the Father. The paschal sacrifice
is a true reflection of the Goal that we as Maronite flame  of Christ, therefore, redeems humanity in a way that is unique,

teens leader aspire for our teens to Gather every perfect, and definitive; and it opens up for them communion
Saturday from 4pm-6pm. with God.

Last Saturday, our year 8 Class took on the challenging
topic of 'The Final Four' being Heaven, Hell, Death and
Judgment. Beginning the lesson with the theme of '4' in
mind we gathered them for 4 short activities and team
building games followed by the proclaim which we were
blessed to have Sub Deacon Charbel presenting. Question
and Answer after the proclaim was as expected full of
qguestions from curious teens which lead into the final
part of our lesson, the Send was lead by one of our own
Leaders in running a deep and contemplative spiritual
meditation session.

Why does Jesus call upon his disciples to take up their cross?
By calling his disciples to take up their cross and follow him
Jesus desires to associate with his redeeming sacrifice those
who are to be its first beneficiaries.

To come back to the words of Saint John Paul Il " Do not
be afraid to be Holy" In a world where our teenagers a
facing mediocracy and challenges we encourage all
teens to come to our weekend lessons and remind them
not to be afraid to be holy and that the Catholic Faith is
still well and truly Alive in this world today!

Joseph Ghalloub
Grade 8 Maronite Flame Teens Leader



Feast of The Exaltation of The Glorious Cross
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CATERING SYDNEY

JERUSALEM STREET FOOD

Traditional Lebanese Cuisine

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For further details E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
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Believe — Celebrate — Love
Mention OLOL to receive 15% dis-
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P 9898 1388
E sales@celebrating.com.au
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@celebratingevents
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9,»‘.51\ il 38
Sunday 16 September: 1* Sunday after the Glorious Cross cuball 3 3 J ) aaY) i Joli 11 aa¥)
9:30am Tony Elias Choumar from Beit Choumar (died in Adelaide) & B5ia) Dlasd e Jlasd el sk agaall 4:¥
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11:00am One Year Raya Francois Chidiac from Miziara
5:00pm One Year Latiffef Mansour wife of Sajih Boutros
from Tleil Akkar Do il (e puplas g Ang) peaie Akl Aasaall Aund) 02
Jold ¥y dsaqll
Friday 21 September

6:00pm 40 Day Sultaneh Naim Khattar from Hadchit Cudas o Jllad pans Akl agaall Gprf 10 s
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Saturday 22 September Jsb ?
6:00pm One Year Chakib Mourched El- Kazzi from Jieh Lall o (@) 2dye S agapall Al e s
7:30pm One Year Elias Anthony Hkeik from Blouza Dysly (e &S skl ) LA o gmpall 2l V¥
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Sunday 23 September: 2™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am One Year Mantoura Kenaan widow of the late e @ss 5 asaall ey Ol 35t dagnyall dandl VYV :zaw

Fouad Khoury from Saghbine -
5:00pm 40 Day Boulos Assaad Sleiman from Miziara L
Bl e Olatle 3l (s asaoall g 030
7:00pm 40 Day Mansour Aziz Jebrine Mawad from Zgharta .
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Announcements
OLOL Music Academy Family Spiritual Day
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy. | Theme Mission of the Family in today’s World When 9.30am - 4.30pm
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills Cost $49/Adult, $35/teen
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers (12-17yrs), $20/child (under 12) Contact Joanne 0416234003 or
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com Registration closes 25th Oct 18

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame
M 0448 247 336 E tinasalame@hotmail.com

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 e :
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Al gft;“"?eiig Sem.ors. i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 Cuindl ) Gl sa) Jlias] degs Gl Cegpald S
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events Family of The Divine Word

Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) ﬁ?:ll?csclliavsire‘:? AedY) A Alile

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 N Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 Conta’z:%‘:gyz;zgng%'& 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899

Maronite Care Services

Youth Dropi RYouthtSer\'gces &gal_c.ll)ities & Study Cent Counselling Services (English/ Arabic) White Stone Family Support Services
outh Drop in Recreation Room & Libra udy Centre unselli Vi i i Is vour familv impacted ddictions?
Qpen 10am=10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. | Counsellors aPsyc‘aolopgistse& ?gc?al Workers can
nder 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ’ 2
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227
Women’s Well-being Office Cancer Support Group
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoine Azar, Hanna Azar (B) Boutros Saide El-Boustany & faithful departed, Milia Bou
Raidan, Joseph Saad Boutros (C) Akel Chebat & wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George, Julie Ghabache (H) Anis
A& Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad (l) Daas & Wadiha Ibrahim, Khalil Youssef Issa & wife Marina (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Mikhael & Hanneh El Khoury & their grandchildren Bassam & Charbel, Afifi El
Khoury, Janette & Boutros El Khoury & lost souls, Linda & Bourtos Khdeir, Nehme & Eujenia & May & Raymond Khattar (L) Joe, Budwi, Raymond Laoulach (M) Anthony Moses & the
departed of the Moses Family, Khalil Mourched & wife Lamia Mourched, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Elias,
Mbaral, Hanneh Mbarak(N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Hanna Rizk & wife Habibe Rizk & lost souls, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus (S) Boulos Sassine & wife Adele, his son Raymond & daughter Yvette Sassine, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhae| Shaeen, Tony & Michael Salcr, George Sakr (T)
Mariam, Tannous Tarral (U) (V) (W)Sajiieh & nephew Joe Wehbe, Youssef Tannous Wehbe & Wife Sharifeh & son Kareem, Nasr Wehbe & wife Nayfeh Wehbe, Jamil & Barbara
Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Maroun Zaouk
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