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The Gospel Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost The Enistle

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, Brothers and sisters,

and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of
his place at the table. And a woman in the city, the Thessalonigns in God the Father and the
who was a sinner, having learned that he was Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We
eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an always give thanks to God for all of you and

) . . . mention you in our prayers, constantly
a!abasterjar of'omtment. She stood behlnd'hlm at remembering before our God and Father your
his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet

work of faith and labour of love and
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
she continued kissing his feet and anointing them For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by
with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who

God, that he has chosen you, because our
had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this

message of the gospel came to you not in word
man were a prophet, he would have known who only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit

and with full conviction; just as you know what

and what kind of woman this is who is touching Next Sunday’s Readings !

him — that she is a sinner.” Sixteenth Sunday of kind of persons we proved to be among you for
J k d said to him, “Simon, | have Pentecost your sake.

mething to sy 1 » “Teacher” he repli Rom 8: 18 - 27 And you became imitators of us and of the
something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, Lk 18:9-14 Lord, for i spite  of persecution . you

“Speak.” “A certain creditor had two debtors; one
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they could not pay, he cancelled the debts
for both of them. Now which of them will love word of the Lord has sounded forth from you
him more?” Simon answered, “I suppose the one not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every
for whom he cancelled the greater debt.” And Forgiveness place your faith in God has become known, so
Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” that we have no need to speak about it. For the

Then turning toward the woman, he said to is the people of those regions report about us what
. P . kind of welcome we had among you, and how
Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered your

ou turned to God from idols, to serve a livin
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she fragrance that Zmuj tliue God. and to V\I/ait for his VSon ]L\r/(l)rﬁ
has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them . heaven, Whom,he raised from the dead —
with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the the violet Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is

time | came in she has not stopped kissing my coming.
feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she sheds on 1Thess 1: 1-10

has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore,

| tell you, her sins, which were many, have been the heel that

forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the h hed i

one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” Then as crushed 1t My Lord and my God, there is no sin too great
that You would not forgive, but the only

he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” But those
obstacle is my lack of contrition and remorse.

who were at the table with him began to say )
among themselves, “Who is this who even Mark Twain _ .

Help me not to be afraid of asking for Your
Mercy, trusting that those who love much

forgives sins?” And he said to the woman,
have been forgiven much. Amen.

received the word with joy inspired by the Holy
Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the

“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Lk 7: 36-50

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word

Do you see?

What is the Maronite Church? II

This Sunday’s Gospel passage tells of a woman who comes
to Simon the Pharisee’s house, to offer herself in love to
Jesus.

lsuke places this story of the ‘sinful woman’ early on in the
Gospel unlike the other 3 evangelists who place the account
just before the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus. There is good
reason for this as she prefigures some of the events leading
up to Jesus’ death. Let’s take a look at these.

Jesus says to the Pharisee, ‘Do you see this woman?’ (v44).
De we see her? Do we see her as a ‘sinful’ woman or as Jesus
does — a woman of great love? Jesus shows us just how spe-
cial she is.

- She has bathed my feet with her tears’ (v44). This reminds
us that Jesus too would wash the disciples’ feet. Her actions
also contrast to Pilate’s who would wash his hands clear of
any guilt.

- She has not stopped kissing my feet’ (v45). The woman's
kisses are one of love, in contrast to Judas’ kiss of betrayal.

- You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed
my feet’ (v46). Again this preludes to the anointing of Jesus’
body by the woman at his burial and contrasts to the thorns
‘anointed’ on Jesus’ head by the soldiers.

So can we ‘see this woman’ (v44) as Jesus did? Are we like
Simon the Pharisee, quick to pass false judgement on others,
or can we see beyond the gossip into the heart of the one
before us? Amen

If we think of the Maronite Church as
a tree, then its seed was planted by
the teaching of Our Lord, and passed
on through His apostles. Through the
work of St Maroun, living near
Aleppo, that seed put down roots.
Then, through his disciples, who
journeyed to Lebanon, that seed
started to grow in the soil of Lebanon.
Finally, a full-grown cedar tree
appeared, tended by St Yuhanna Maroun (a monk from a
Syrian monastery Beit Maroun), who was elected Patriarch
of Antioch to preserve the Christian faith in about 681.

Our Maronite Church was a direct continuation of the
Christian Church as it had been in Syria before 681. It
became organised as a separate Church only because once
the people had moved to Lebanon, they were alone, and
needed to continue to practice their faith. No one ever set
out to establish a new Church. No decision was made on a
particular day of a particular year. Rather, an important
portion of the Christian Church of Syria migrated to the
mountains of Lebanon, probably entering not from the North
but from the East, through what is today Syria. Then, in
communion with the Christian Church there (which owed its
origins to the disciples of St Maroun), they continued to live
as the Church they had been in Syria. They handed on not
only the faith but also the forms and ecclesiastical hierarchy
that they knew. They always considered themselves to be in
unity with the Universal Church.

Fr Yuhanna Azize
Based on the book, An Introduction to the Maronite Faith

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Reflection of The Week The Parcel from Heaven

5

Flow strong is our relationship with our Father in Heaven? God considers every trouble that we face
as His own troubles—do we consider our relationship with God in the same manner? Every first
Friday of the month, Saint Francis of Assisi used to spend time alone in the woods, praying from six
o’clock in the evening to six o’clock in the morning. Observing this routine, one of his fellow brothers
asked him, “How is it that you keep yourself awake and pray through the night?” Saint Francis replied
“Why don’t you go to the woods with an empty bag and another bag filled with stones. There, repeat
the “Our Father” prayer, and as you repeat the prayer each time, transfer a stone into the empty bag.
Do this throughout the night and as dawn approaches, all the stones would have been transferred
over to the empty bag. You will not feel sleepy!”

His fellow brother was very happy to hear this, and followed what Saint Francis of Assisi said. As dawn approached he had transferred about
three hundred stones into the empty bag. Morning came and he was extremely excited that he did not feel sleepy or weary during his prayers
through the night. He went over to Saint Francis to share his experience, to excitedly share the number of times he was able to repeat the
Lord’s Prayer. However, when he saw Saint Francis, what he observed touched his heart: there kneeling, was a teary-eyed Saint Francis, gazing
towards heaven, praying, with the first stone in his hand and still on the first part of the “Our Father” prayer! At once, the brother realized that
the relationship that Saint Francis had with God was a very deep one, nothing like what he had. It was not because Saint Francis was not
transferring the stones that he was not tired, instead, it was the deep love that he shared with God that caused him to stay awake! As the bell
for Holy Mass goes off, Saint Francis sets off for Mass without even completing the “Our Father.” This brought his fellow brother to tears.

Saint Francis hugged his fellow brother and said, “What we need in our prayer and in our Christian lives are not rituals, but an ardent love for
our Heavenly Father. If you have a loving relationship with your father, everything else will fall in place.”

‘ﬁfter many years, Saint Francis invited all the Franciscan priests and brothers for a gathering in Assisi. Franciscans all over the world travelled
long distances to get to Assisi. He addressed them saying, “Dear fellow brothers, our Father in Heaven is perfectly taking care of every living
winged bird and every living sea creature.” Filled with love of the Lord, he kept crying and laughing during his talk. After about three hours of
listening to this, one of the brothers shouted, “Stop your speech right now! Don’t you have any concerns for the many Franciscans who have
travelled long distances to get here? Have you even thought about whether there is any food for them?” Saint Francis replied, “Sorry! | forgot
about planning for food for them.” The fellow brother asked him a second time, “Will their hunger be quenched by just listening to your
speech?” Saint Francis lifted up both his hands towards Heaven and cried out, “Lord, | have not planned anything for my fellow brethren. But
your Word says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides” (Matthew 6:33).”
Impatient and angry, the fellow brother lashed out, “What do you think, are we going to be delivered a parcel from Heaven or what?” But Saint
Francis continued with his prayer.

‘ﬁs soon as his prayer was over, there was a huge rumbling sound everywhere. From all sides came many horses and donkeys carrying tons of
food! What a surprise! When the people there had heard about this Franciscan gathering, it was a decision that they had secretly taken, to
provide food for all the attendees! Food was abundant. Everyone ate until their stomachs were full and there were leftovers. The fellow
brother was in complete awe seeing this. He excitedly hugged Saint Francis and said, “This for sure is the sign of your deep relationship with
God. The same miracle as the miracle of the multiplication of loaves!”. Whenever you say the Lord’s Prayer, you must ask yourself this
question: “Is God my own father to me?” If the answer is “No,” then you must grow towards that relationship. You must have the freedom of
addressing God as “My Papa!” With this freedom of being His child, we must seek God’s will for us in our lives. When we seek only the will of
God in everything, then God will intervene in our lives.

Dr. John D - Shalom Tidings



Caring for the Poor

Caring for the poor isn’t easy, but it does not need to be hard, or overwhelming, especially

when looking at poverty in a biblical point of view. When we begin to see poverty the way

the Bible does, we begin to see it as us offering practical opportunities to worship Jesus. -

Jesus loved and cared for the poor, and He calls us to model His example. Although Jesus 2\ "
lived in Heaven, He emptied himself, took up human life and ‘became poor for our sake so %
that we could become rich’ (2 Cor 8:9). &

Do we believe that the poor are a part of us? Apart of our families? Of our communities? If yes, then are we
respecting their dignity that has been given to them by God? Or are we treating them as inferior to us?

Our responsibility is not to end poverty, but to help those who are suffering. Charity and caring for others not only
starts at home, but it also begins at Church. We as the Body of Christ, have the responsibility and are obligated to care
passionately and genuinely for the poor. Jesus encouraged those who wanted to be His followers to recognise their
obligation to assist the needy. He told a rich young ruler ‘sell your possessions and give money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven’ (Mt 19:21).

Therefore service begins amongst each other. Heaven on Earth, under the patronage of our Bishop, Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay, is reaching out to our brothers and sisters in Fiji who are struggling with poverty by collecting items to be
sent by container. In putting our hands together, we can make a difference. The season of Christmas is fast
approaching, so let us thank God for all our countless blessings and give back to those who need it most. Be sure to
collect a list at the Church doors and donate something to help.

‘J am coming soon, my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work’ (Rev 22:12).

The day will come when Jesus will return, and when He does, He will wipe away every tear from every eye, every sin,
every pain, all sadness and death. All sufferings will be gone.

Subdeacon Robert AlBayeh

Seniors’ Corner

Come Alive Corner

The Blessings of this Holy season be upon us dear

wonderful night celebrating jai
the Feast Day of the newly 8
canonised Australian Saint
Mary Mackillop of the Cross .
on the 8th of August 2018. .
The teens helped out the ’
celebration as readers and & { g
altar servers which in turn, S = B o ) ) )
brought the teens closer and fi== = 'jb&w-ve Our seniors enjoyed themselves very much, it was a
more involved in the Phototrd

celebration.

brothers and sisters in Christ.

The Senior's Committee enjoyed our annual celebration of
| the Assumption of our Blessed Virgin Mary with the Holy

£

5

Mass followed by Lunch and entertainment.

wonderful party and we look forward seeing our precious
Afterwards the Come Alive group sat and listened to AL AT 7Sl AL
Christian Stephens talk on the Importance of Mother
Mary in our lives. The talk was exceptional outlining many
points of discussion and confusion, one being a very the Souk night a success, God bless them! May the
unique parallel to the Old Testament and Abraham.

The Senior's Committee also worked very hard to make

prayers and blessing of Our Lady envelop all our families.
This parallel was revolved around the sacrificial nature of

the sons of Mary and Abraham being Jesus and Isaac,

with both, after being born from the Holy Spirit and Gods Sonia Abi-Rached
divine plan, was ultimately instructed to be sacrificed.
However, Christian Stephens made the point that, though
Abraham was willing to do Gods command and sacrifice
Isaac on the sacrificial altar, he was stopped and lIsaac
was spared by God, but Jesus on the sacrificial wood of
the cross was to be the sacrifice to save humanity.

This parallel was revealed to show the strength and
holiness of Marys full trust in Gods plan, and was willing
to sacrifice everything to Serve God. Hence likewise we
also should be willing to Sacrifice in Service to the Lord
our God.

Nathan Eid, Yr 12
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9,..‘.;\1\ CAPAKY
Sunday 26 August: 15th Sunday of Pentecost Spaindl fa) (e (wadd aa¥) ia] YT aal)
5:00pm 40 Day Nakhile Yaacoub Chahine widow of the T AL ol s AL 3 o
late Elias Mikhael Sawan from Kfarhabou ie Gl psmpal) Aol L sy ALAS Basmpall Gyl 00
Monday 27 August 55 e Olea

10:30am Funeral Maurice Ishac Joseph from Kfarsghab STV ey

Thursday 30 August: Blessed Estephen Nehme Gla)iS e Ciyen GBlawd Ganyse asapall (A2 V0¥
dand (il C‘i\ ngh_gk!\ i) Yo waadl)

RS e e Guspighail skl dag) alall AaLall dagayall Vie

6:00pm Elmaza Alam wife of Antoun Antonios Manassa
from Kfarfou (died in Lebanon)

Friday 31 August osll) dmy (lailly (ol A 5l gia)

6:00pm 40 Day Emile Selman Saad from Kfarsghab QT ¥ daaal)

Saturday 1 September Slaa)S e am Olalus diel smpall )l i
Jebd V)

6:00pm 40 Day Ibrahim Georges Semaan from Mrah Al

Sfireh . ;
yud) e (o Glrans Guaa el asapall Gergl i

N e — Bpainl fa) (e e pdbed) aa¥) 1 Jeld ¥ aaY)

Sunday 2 September: 16 Sunday of Pentecost — Father’s Day

8:00am The living and departed of the members of ol L e clsaly oampag sbal ) el A ol Aze s
Sodality G de Lanlias (goesl) Sall G JESSS

11:00am One Year Marie Anisseh widow of the late Db ety agmpal) dleyl Al (g)le dagapall il N Ve

Boutros Abi Khattar from Mejdlaya W .
HAda e

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Mexico - Panama 12 - 30 Jan 19 Vocations Evening

Week 1 - Building a home for the poor and Pilgrimage to Shrines - . . .
With HE Bishop - Antoine Charbel Taraba
Mexico Week 2 - World Youth Day - Panama City | Cost $9,500 inc P \

Airfares & Twin Share 4 Star Hotel Accomodation | Registration wyd- When: Friday 31st August | Where: Mary MacKillop Hall -
panama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun St Charbel’s Parish | Time: 7:30pm—9:00pm

ar Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 it f
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Al grt\IVItilei(: Senl.ors. i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 a9 o 5t AT Ol gl dS
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) ult's Events AedY) A Alile

Arabic Classes:

contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Tuesdays at 7pm

Mondays 7pm - 9pm

Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am contact fr Bernard 0411 811 807 02 9689 2899
Maronite Care Services
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre ilvi ictions?
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth {é & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. Coulssgﬂg:‘sfapr;\;!:yhl(%%?;tseg ggc?gt\i;\%ﬁ(g?s can
Under 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ’ 2
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30;;m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Boutros Saide El-Boustany & faithful departed, Milia Bou

,‘Qj Raidan, Joseph Saad Boutros (C) Akel Chebat & wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George (H)
¥ Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph,
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Mikhael & Hanneh El Khoury & their grandchildren Bassam & Charbel, Afifi El Khoury,
Janette & Boutros El Khoury & lost souls (L) (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Khalil Mourched & wife Lamia Mourched, Robert
Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karime Masri, Therese Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Hanna Rizk & wife Habibe Rizk & lost souls,
Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Boulos Sassine & wife Adele, his son Raymond &
daughter Yvette Sassine, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen (T) Mariam, Tannous Tarral (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Maroun Zaouk
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