[he GoodNews
£. X our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 04 March 2018

The Gospel

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.” So he
divided his property between them. A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and he began
to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything.

But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but
here | am dying of hunger! | will get up and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”
So he set off and went to his father.

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around
him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said
to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one —
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to
celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came
and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and began to plead with him. But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have
been working like a slave for you, and | have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!

Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.’

Lk 15: 11-32

Sunday of The of the Prodigal Son

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Massese
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT
TUES 5-6pm & THUR 7:30-8:30pm & FRI during Stations of the Cross

Brothers and sisters,

Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in
the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realise that
Jesus Christ is in you? — unless, indeed, you fail to
meet the test! | hope you will find out that we have
not failed. But we pray to God that you may not do
anything wrong — not that we may appear to have
met the test, but that you may do what is right,
though we may seem to have failed. For we cannot
do anything against the truth, but only for the truth.
For we rejoice when we are weak and you are
strong. This is what we pray for, that you may
become perfect. So | write these things while | am
away from you, so that when | come, | may not have
to be severe in using the authority that the Lord has
given me for building up and not for tearing down.

Next Sunday’s Readings

Sunday of The Paralytic
1Tim 5:24-6:5
Mk 2: 1-12

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in
order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be
with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the
saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with all of you.

You never

depart from

2Cor 13: 5-13

Merciful Father,

We all take wrong turns and lose our way,
believing and trusting in our own
independence and understanding, without
the need for You. Grant us the wisdom to
know recognise when we have done wrong
and to trust in your mercy and forgiveness.
Amen.

us, but yet,
only with
difficulties do
we return to

You

Augustine of Hippo FRIDAYS OF LENT

Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer &
Adoration of the Cross
6PM Arabic & 8PM English

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454

Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795



Light from the Word

The Prodigal son

The Catechism

Perhaps the greatest story ever told is this Sunday’s Gospel
passage of the Parable of the Prodigal son, where God attempts to
reconcile the son with his past, with others and with God.

For this reflection we are going to focus on the elder son — the
obedient, good kid. The elder son represents many of us — the
ordinary folk who go about their day doing what is expected of
them. Yet there is a disengagement here, an inner struggle, an
apparent confusion, obvious turmoil and the cry to be something
more.

The elder brother, like many of us, wanted to do what was right
and probably more so because his younger brother had disgraced
and shamed the family. The elder son seems to feel the need to
play the role of ‘big brother’ by doing what was right by his
parents.

Uet even in doing what is right, one needs to realise life is much
more. It is about living life and not just doing life. There is freedom
to make choices and there are opportunities to pursue. We can’t
remain bogged down by duties to parents, nor can we carry the
guilt and shame of our siblings or others. We are invited to choose
what is best — for ourselves and for others.

When the elder son complains to the father, it is the father who
tries to offer his son the freedom which he never claimed. His
father reminds him, ‘all that is mine is yours’ (v31). The son never
had to earn his inheritance. It was already given to him. All he had
to choose was to love his father and brother. That is the task we
are each called to — to love God and family, and that lifelong task is
what is most rewarding. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word From Death to Life

Pearest Brothers and Sisters,

s we continue our journey towards the Resurrection, we stop this Sunday to celebrate the
return of the prodigal son to his father’s house after he had left him and arrogantly claimed his
share of the wealth. Today’s gospel is a message of hope, mercy and abundant love.

A love that does not question or judge but cares and gives itself to the end: till death upon the
cross. We celebrate today the mercy of the Father who reveals Himself to us as the ultimate

source of forgiveness, compassion and mercy.

{fter going astray and spending all his money, the prodigal son realized the fatal mistake he
made against himself firstly, then secondly, against his loving father. Thus, he decided to go
back and reclaim his sonship. With regret and repentance of heart, he went back to his father’s
house asking him forgiveness for his sin. How many of us are similar to this poor son?

How many of us, after taking for granted the graces that God has offered us, have left Him
alone and forgotten about Him? How many of us have run back to God after we have wasted

What is the Good News for humanity?

It is the proclamation of Jesus Christ, the "Son of the living
God" (Matthew 16:16), who died and rose from the dead. In the
time of King Herod and the Emperor Caesar Augustus, God fulfilled
the promises that he made to Abraham and his descendants. He
sent "his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons" (Galatians 4:4-5)

How is the Good News spread?

From the very beginning the first disciples burned with the desire
to proclaim Jesus Christ in order to lead all to faith in him. Even
today, from the loving knowledge of Christ there springs up in the
believer the desire to evangelize and catechize, that is, to reveal in
the Person of Christ the entire design of God and to put humanity
in communion with him.

all our talents, like the prodigal son, asking God for forgiveness and mercy?

Upon the son’s return, the father did not judge the transgressions of his son nor questioned them. Instead, he celebrated
his repentance: he ordered his slaves to bring him the best robe they had, put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet

(Lk 15:22). This chronology of actions is exactly what the Father does when one sinner goes back to His house. God is the

King and we are His children, thus we are also kings and what God does to us upon our return proves our kingship.

That kingship, based on love and mercy, is what let God run to us, stretch His arms and welcome us back home.

The father rejoiced; however the older son did not. Instead, he got upset and angry with his father and jealous from his
brother. This figure portrays our judgmental society that ignores what lies in the heart and concentrates on what is
apparent from the outside. What a sad truth! What a painful reality! How many of us judge our brothers and sisters based
on their physical appearance, social status and academic achievements? How many of us forget to see Christ in others?
And how many of us forget that loving our neighbour as we love ourselves is pillar to our life and to our entry to eternal

life?

Brothers and sisters, the Gospel today invites us all to reconsider the Fatherhood of God in our life. Therefore, let us call
upon Him to take over and lead our ships towards salvation through Jesus Christ. Also, let us all renew our love for our
neighbour especially during this Holy Season of Lent so we can firmly walk with Jesus passing from death to life.

Father Tony Sarkis



ere are endless ways to live out vocation. God’s not going anywhere.

During my last semester of graduate school, | asked Jesus for a sign of what to do next. | felt anxious not knowing where |
was headed or who would be coming with me.

“Help me,” | begged in prayer one day. “Trust me,” Christ answered.

| got my master of divinity degree so | could get a job serving the church. | spent three years preparing to be a college
campus minister. My plan was set. But the saying goes that if you want to make God laugh, tell God your plans. The more
resumes | sent out, the more unsettled | felt.

“Help me,” | continued to pray. “Trust me,” Christ continued to say.

Jn hindsight | recognize my discernment was more about learning to trust God than deciding on any particular job. That
would come later. My trust grew through a few spiritual practices. Most mornings and evenings, | gather with the monks of
St. John’s Abbey to pray the Liturgy of the Hours. Over time | noticed how many psalms affirm the active presence of the
divine in human callings. The psalmist exclaims, “You are close to all who call you, who call you from their hearts” (Ps. 145).
Another says, “On the day | called, you answered, you increased the strength of my soul” (Ps. 138). Over time | began to
believe the words of our communal prayers. God works with and within us.

J also carved out space for contemplation. Sometimes | journaled. Other times | just sat quietly. After a tough job
interview, my dad told me, “You already know what to do. Now just grow still and listen.” The God who “knit me together
in my mother’s womb” continues to weave wisdom into my heart. St. Ignatius of Loyola would say we come to know
wisdom by paying attention to our feelings. St. Benedict would say attentiveness, a stepping stone to trust, is cultivated by
spending time in silence.

Conversations with good friends and mentors helped, too. | met for tea with professors who helped sort out my thoughts. |
checked in with classmates who felt equally daunted by the question: What comes next? | took long walks with my best
friend. His gift of seeing Christ in the poor helped me realize my Christian vocation should lead me to the margins of society.
| encountered the living God through these holy people, the psalms, and the quiet. | realized God will be with me whether
I’'m a campus minister, hospital chaplain, or Sportscenter anchor. | could be single, married, or part of a religious
community. God’s not going anywhere. There are endless ways to live out my vocation.

J recently accepted a job as a parish youth minister. It felt like the right next step—and | can’t plan much beyond that.
What | do matters. Who | am matters even more. This time of discernment taught me my primary vocation is to be myself,
beloved member of the Body of Christ.

Jessie Bazan - www.uscatholic.org

Come Alive Seniors’ Corner

The great danger for family life, in
the midst of any society whose idols
are pleasure, comfort and independence,
lies in the fact that people close their [§;
hearts and become selfish.

St John Paul Il

The Blessings of this Holy
Season of Lent be upon us
all dear brothers and sisters

= The Seniors’ Committee has
It’s clear that quite often we find

ourselves so consumed by the
“pleasure, comfort and
independence” of our western . .
world. Perhaps it's that we neglect what is truly significant - Bernard and our precious seniors to celebrate the Holy Mass
Our families and our faith and divert our attention to buying last Thursday. It was so wonderful to see many of them. Then
the nicest car or having the most Instagram followers.

gathered together with our
spiritual leader Father

we broke our Fast together and enjoyed some entertainment.

Our first week back at Come Alive for 2018 presented for us a
topic that’s a bit too close to the underlying truth of our current wyo 61 forward to seeing many more of our precious seniors
society. “I love being at home, said no one ever

every second Thursday of the month.
Oh how times have changed! Our teen leaders kicked off the
evening with a skit comparing the tight knit, welcoming family
life in the villages of Lebanon to the disunity of the family life of God bless us all.
2018, Australia. Despite the many laughs, the skit left a
profound reality check on all the teens.

Sonia Abi Rached

Through presentations, discussion groups, reflection and
prayer the teens pondered upon ways to change their bad
habits and put more effort into creating a faithful,
communicative home.

Going to Come Alive is always an opportunity for me to further
my faith in a positive social environment!

If you are between grade 10-12 | genuinely recommend Come
Alive as an experience to meet new like-minded teens and
strengthen your relationship with God.

Chloe Bou Serhal



Stations
&
Adoration

of The

T ¢ 2000 Parishi Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
arge arisnioners
%5 ONLY a week made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,501, 135 Units $1,448, 469

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
PEST Community Business Network Page?

cConrroL -~ - : For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
Special discount for OLOL AL For further details

Pensioners

- 7 Email: media@olol.org.au or
LR Tony- 0826 N1 Contact us on (02) 8898 1536

Lic No: 5072508




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS ) Ciliuf 2B
Sunday 4 March: Sunday of the Prodigal Son JhaLal o) aad : 3T ¢ aaYy
9:30am One Year Marie Abdallah widow of the late George Cism (e osaie s assyal) Alo)l &) de (gle Aagayall Al 4:¥s
Mansour from Beirut s 8 sl (3,8 A o Ll ez

5:00pm Mass for Teams of Our Lady, Sydney . N
M e oy

Gla)iS e agd Chugm Sl asaall (2 V02T

Monday 5 March )
@l Osap) il ponpall Alajl (pall (Al A5 dasmyall Ry Vi

10:30am Funeral Budwi Youssef Frome from Kfarsghab

1:00pm Funeral Nakieh Bakhos Draibi widow of the late S O
Khalil Remond Baissary from Hadchit B kil
2y (lailly (Sligyi (A Asie) Jmm (0 Qled Qled g asspall Tres
Tuesday 6 March
6:00pm Youssef Chihab Chihab from Sebel (died in Lebanon) ol
Wednesday 7 March . ‘ ‘ 3 AV sl
11:30am Mass for the intentions of the sick & families b o i el 4l emDlilally oyl s e Ll 1 12T
followed by lunch in Church Hall provided by the o )
Sodality LAY alaii e 48)xlK)
Sunday 11 March: Sunday of the Paralytic adiall glid aal s 3T VY aaY)
11:00am 40 Day Yvonne Tannous Gebrael Sleiman from Aag) lae i€ e Slade Jpn usila st dagayall Csal VVzee
Kfarabida wife of Elie Daoud Filo from Zahle A e sk 359 LY
5:00pm 40 Day Laurice Wadih Saghabi wife of Emile 0 slaa Gusila el gy s gy Gusl Bassoall Gpanf 00
Tannous Mouijalli from Kfardlakos AR
7:00pm Mass for people suffering from Cancer ooyl Gy Culbaddl oayadl A e (uld Vien
Announcements

Lenten Lunch MYO Lenten movies after Stations of the Cross
Fridays 9pm - late in Seniors Room

. . 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th of March

to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes every Wednesday during Lent Strictly over 18yrs unless PARENTAL supervision provided!

(from 14th of Feb to 21st of March) 11:30am Mass, followed by the Lunch Free Event! Tea/coffee provided. BYO snacks + bean bags.
at 12:15 in the Church Hall.

The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral invite you

World’s Greatest Shave: Be brave & shave!

When: Sunday 11th March 2018 after 7pm Mass

OLOL Bible Studies Cost: $20 entry incl. Entry & Food

Location: OLOL CYPC Recreation Room
Contact: Joanna on 0447 442 940

The Last Words: A Lenten Journey to the Glory of the Resurrection.
The Bible Project is returning for the year this Thursday night
Contact Connie Maree 0411 830 349

MCHF Fete
Cpfieeall Aial Date Sunday 18th March Time from 10-3pm

i : Includes rides, games, food stalls, entertainment.
el an ¥ = e lull e el 138 b ams elae (LS e il dial All Are Welcome!

Calling on mature, responsible and dedicated parishioners to help throughout 2018 as Car Park Attendants during
special events and masses at OLOL.
Contact George Harb on 0411 069 369 or gharb351@hotmail.com

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits.
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting experiences.
Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA ADORATION. PRAISE & WORSHIP. TALKS & TESTIMONIES

Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au 6-8 July 2018
Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.

ARISE Maronite Youth Convention
I have called you by Name (Isaiah 43:1)
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Saide & Violet Azizi (B) Youssef & Antoun Boulos (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim

Hanna El Fakhri (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Ezat Gergis (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amineh El Hallal & Children (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan &
Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Anthony Mamah Moses, Departed of Moses Family (N)
Badwi Joe Nohra, George Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Badoui & Phe-
lomina Reache, Emil Rizk, Naim Raad, Merchid Raad & Wife Mareine & Children (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Saadeh, Youssef
Michael Shaeen, Faithful Departed of Hanna Semaan, Elias Srour (T) Bernadette Tamer (U) (V) (W) (Y) Tony Younes & Parents (Z)
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