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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 29 October 2017
The Gospel

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shePherd
se,?arates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the

oats at the left. Then the king will say to

ose at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me
clothing, | was sick and you took'care of me, |
was in prison and you visited me.

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
¥ou food, or thirsty and gave you something

o drink? And when was 1t that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly | tell
¥ou, just as you did it to one of the least of
_th{_ese who are members of my family, you did
it to me.

Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for | was hungry and you gave me no
food, I' was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, | was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me
c[o_'g[hmg,,smk and in prison and you did not
visit me.

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a )
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did not do it
to me.” And these will go away into eternal
P]yn),shment, but the righteous into eternal
ife.

Mt 25: 31-46
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Heb 9:1-12
Mt 16: 13-20

This is
the
meaning
of true
love,
to give
until it

Month of the
Holy Rosary

hurts.

St. Mother Teresa

www.olol.org.au

oly Cross The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold
fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than
you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but
take thought for what is noble in the sight of
all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Rom 12:9-21

Prayer of the week

Almighty and everlasting God,
who has willed to
through Your beloved son,
the King of the Universe,
grant in Your kindness that all
the families of the nations, divided
by the wound of sin, may submit
to
Through the same Jesus Christ,
Our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
world without end.
Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Fa[nilfy
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

), 11am (Ar/Eng)

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 3rd November from 9:30am - Sat 4th November at 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  Much More Needed

The Catechism

Being mediocre is not enough. Our actions need to extend
to the very least, the most vulnerable, if we are to make
God'’s presence known in the world.

In this last Sunday of the Liturgical Year and Season of the
Cross, we are greeted with the Parable of the Judgement of
the Nations. Jesus makes a clear vote in favour of helping the
least in our midst. When the people are criticised, it is not
because they failed to help or care. It is because
their .generosity of heart did not extend further than their

What does the Lord ask of every person in regard to peace?

The Lord proclaimed "Blessed are the peacemakers" (Mt 5:9).
He called the peace of heart and denounced the
immorality of anger which is a desire for revenge for
some evil suffered. He also denounced hatred which
leads one to wish evil on one's neighbor. These
attitudes, if voluntary and consented to in matters of
great importance, are mortal sins against charity.

immediate circle of friends. We can all be good and kind, we
can all be generous and caring, especially with family and
those we love. Yet that is not enough to make this world a
better place.

What is peace in this world?

Peace in this world, which is required for the respect
and development of human life, is not simply the
absence of war or a balance of power between adversaries.
It is "the tranquility of order" (Saint Augustine),
"The work of justice" (Isaiah 32:17) and the effect of
charity. Earthly peace is the image and fruit of the
peace of Christ.

: 2 €ace

I leave with you;

My% p
eace

| give you.

John 14:27

In the parable Jesus clearly states, ‘just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me’ (v45).
We are called to notice the stranger in our midst, to get out
of our comfort zone, to expand our horizons and become
engaged with the needs of others. It doesn’t mean overseas
missionary work but rather noticing the very people around
us that need our attention and care.

Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel he states, ‘Give to everyone
who begs from you’ (5:42) and again, ‘For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even
tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only your
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than

others?’ (5:46-47) and again in 10:42, ‘wWhoever gives even a
cup of cold water to one of these little ones . . . none of
these will lose their reward.’

Time and time again it is clear in Matthew’s Gospel account
that Jesus asks us to love continually and generously to one
and all. For in the end only in giving will we find meaning and
only in relationships do our lives matter. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word When?

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Undoubtedly, we have before us in today’s Gospel, one of the most defining texts
on the Christian faith. Over the last seven weeks we have journeyed through this
Season in anticipation of this moment in which the sheep will be separated from the
goats. This contrast is the ultimate contrast which the Lord has been leading up to.
In previous weeks, we heard about the faithful and unfaithful slave, the wise and
foolish bridesmaids, the trustworthy and worthless slave, however the pinnacle is
found in the sheep and the goats of today’s constitution, the ones who will be
seated to the right and the ones who will be vanished to the left. Jesus focuses
strongly on the six corporal works of mercy through his repetition of them and
exclaims that judgement lies in how well we perform these works of mercy during
our lives because “blessed” is the merciful, for they will inherit the Kingdom of God.

‘However, the question for us today is when will this judgement take place? The
answer is found in the text itself, whenever “you did it to the one of the least of
these members of my family, you did it to me.” In other words, every day. We spend
so much time worrying and asking ourselves about the return of Jesus and the final
judgement that we often forget that our judgement is taking place today and every day because the Kingdom of
God is at hand. Although we expect the Lord to come back in a big storm or with a big bang, just like Elijah did,
we are greatly surprised when we discover him coming to us in the gentle breeze or the silence of the night. For
this reason, we need to live every day as if it was the anticipated “when”.

'ﬂlthough we are called to go to the outskirts and activate the mercy of God in the people who are in most need,
we sometimes forget that those who need us the most are in our midst and in our homes. There may be
someone in our family who is hungry for love, someone who is thirsting for someone to speak to, someone who
is lonely and needs to be welcomed and acknowledged, someone whose fearful nakedness needs to be clothed,
someone who is sick and needs to be supported and someone who is imprisoned in the darkness of his life and
nefeds a Iig'ht to free him from it. If mercy begins at home, then it will be taken to the outskirts because it is
infectious!

On a Diocesan level, the preparatory committee for the Diocesan Assembly met this week to prepare for this
milestone in the life of our Eparchy. | ask you to pray for its success as we journey towards it. On a parish note |
encourage everyone to take part in two upcoming events: The Spring Tea party which will take place on
7 November in the Cathedral Hall and the Married Couples Retreat which will be held on 19 November at
Baulkham Hills. For more information, please refer to the notices.

Father Tony Sarkis



Why the cross is a sign of victory

There was a lady whom was very dear to our family growing up. She was the type
of woman who was always there to lend a helping hand whenever things got
rough. | remember her comforting presence uplifting my mother when my

| grandmother passed away suddenly. | recall her jokes, and infectious laughter as
_ she filled the room with her positive energy. | also remember her bringing fresh
" loaves of bread from her bakery each time she came to visit. One night, she

" confided in us that she lost her son tragically. Who would have thought that a

= woman of her strength and vibrancy could have experienced this pain? Isn’t it
interesting how sometimes we can fail to see people’s pain? At the moment of
revelation, | saw the pain in her eyes and her voice. It was this that triggered her
strong smoke addiction because it helped her cope with this trauma.

Today, after a decade of hearing this story, | found out that this lady has now lost her eyesight due to a medical
operation gone wrong. The first thing that came to my mind was just how fragile life can be! It forced me to
guestion what hope does she have now that she has lost her eyesight! Whilst losing ones eyesight may not be
something we can all relate to, have we not at some point experienced the pain of loss?

J pray that the Lord give peace, love and hope to all who are experiencing any kind of sickness and pain in their
lives. To anyone who is reading this and feels that they have no hope. Whether they have lost a child, their

eyesight or themselves. May the message of the resurrection and the sign of the cross inspire you to go forward
in faith and hope. For the cross, whilst it was used to crucify the worst of criminals back 2000 years ago, it today
stands as a sign of victory. We trust that God today can use what is bad and turn it into something good. We just

need to trust in Him.

Teens’ Corner

M ass is not just something we attend for an hour,
receive a little round piece of wafer, make the sign
of the Cross, and leave.

M ass is not about some guy in a robe, who talks for
an hour straight, and in between, we sing hymns and
it's over.

M ass is not an excuse to socialise and hang out with
your friends. But rather, Mass is, Heaven made
present on Earth. We share in Christ's life, suffering,
death, resurrection and eternal glory. God giving
Himself to us. Take and eat, this is my Body. Take
and drink, this is my Blood.

And the beauty of it all, is that it's free and available
to us, every day.

There are 168 hours in a week. 126 if you minus the
time we sleep... God only asks for 1 out of the 126
hours. And yet, we still struggle to give Him that
much. After everything He has given to us, all the
blessings, all the gifts. He walks with us every single
second of every day, and yet we struggle to give Him
1 lousy hour of our time. And we call ourselves
Catholics?

#ow often are we in mass, but we are only there
physically, but our minds are elsewhere? Do we ac-
tually pay attention to what is being said, or are we
hearing a heap of words where we think, | can't wait
until this is over.

The Lord God says to the disciples, "This is my Son,
my Beloved, Listen to Him" (Luke 9:35)

Let us always be prepared to receive Christ in this
most Sacred and beautiful mystery.

God gave us His full and undivided attention when
He hung on the Cross for us. The absolute least we
can do is give Him ours, for just 1 hour... Amen.

Al Stephan

Claudie Yammine

Family Committee

Invest in your marriage and reap in the  '[IIVeSt In Your
rewards! ;
The more time we invest in our W/OW@

marriage, the more valuable it becomes.
Have you ever realized how many
professions in our society make it
mandatory to continually educate and
update ones knowledge, doctors, ==
architects, lawyers, tradesmen, all must s
make time to keep up with their studies
and certifications to ensure they are
masters at their occupation.

=
Why not view marriage the same way? ' :
Don’t we want to be masters of our own marriage? Each
marriage is i _ _
different but all marriages require continuous work and
effort and the rewards are simply priceless.

Renowned married couple ngeakers Francine and Byron
Pirola know this all too well. They recognized early in life
the value of marriage, not just for them as a couple but for
their 5 children. Married since 1988 they have a wealth of
down-to-earth practical experience in the daily realities of
marriage, relationships, family life and parenting.

They have dedicated their lives to helping couples enrich
their marriage and the Family Committee have been able
to arrange a unique event where they will impart their
knowledge in a fun and engaging environment to our par-
ish, on Sunday 19 November at St Joseph’s Conference
Centre Baulkham Hills.

If you’d like to invest in your marriage, in your children’s
future and in society as a whole, then make the time to
bless your marriage and join us on this Couple’s Day Out
where you have the opportunity to experience something
different and special with your spouse.

Gift this one day to your marriage and watch the rewards
begin to filter through!

Contact: ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com
Sonia Baltasar



Parish Camera

Equipe Notre Dame Cross Road Meeting

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target
Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

Target 2000 Parishioners made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
S5 ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (Maroun)

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,546,483 Units $1,446,699

133 Parishioners committed
Community Business Network Page

NOW OPEN 306 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands
A

CUSTOM MADE
SIGNS LIKE THIS

'3
Y
e Save . 'wﬁ loaves
s 20% NEEish
ZA TG Catering for all occasions now available

can: 02 8898 1550

For info call Joe 0400 444 999

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1536



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 29 October: 7" Sunday after the Glorious Cross
5:00pm 40 Day Latifeh Youssef Mansour wife of
Sajih Nassim Boutros from Tleil-Akkar

Wednesday 1 November: All Saints Day
Masses held at 7:00am, 8:45am, 5:30pm and 7:00pm

Thursday 2 November: All Souls Day
Masses held at 7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm

Friday 3 November
6:00pm 40 Day Olga Toufic Assali wife of Hamid Boutros

Kandalaft from Zgharta

Saturday 4 November
6:00pm 40 Day Chakib Mourched Kazzi from Jieh

Sunday 5 November: Consecration of the Church
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality

9:30am 40 Day Doumit Zakhia Bouery from Bouar
11:00am 40 Day Linda Simon Saker from Ein Ebel widow of
the late Mtanios Shakouch from Kfaryachit
5:00pm 40 Day Mountaha Gerges Gerges widow of the late
Joseph Asmar from Bourj Hammoud
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Announcements

Lebanese Parliamentary Elections
To all the Lebanese community in Australia, based on the
declaration of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants, the
registration for non-Resident Lebanese to participate in the
upcoming parliamentary elections, we invite everyone to
immediately prepare the documents required to register
through the website dedicated to expatriates:
https://diasporavote.mfa.gov.lb/
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Cancer Support Group
Do you or someone that you love suffer from Cancer?
MaroniteCare is here to support you through this journey. MaroniteCare will
be holding its monthly Cancer Support Group on Thursday 2 November at 7 pm
in the Mary Mackillop Room at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. For
enquiries or to register, please contact MaroniteCare on 1300 627 227 or
email us on info@maronitecare.org.au

NOV 2017 MYO Boys Night Fundraiser
Awareness and support to the Westmead Amyloidosis Centre.
All proceeds will go to the Adam Gardiner Fund.
Date: Friday 3rd November Time: 7 pm
Venue: OLOL Bottom BBQ Area
Cost: $20 per person Contact: Joanne Michael

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers needed for olol gift shop in particular during Sunday
Masses to assist in serving parishioners.
Please contact Dianne on 0450 263 511.

[Nov 2017 | OLOL Youth Dinner Outing (After Mass)
Venue: Itza Pizza Merrylands - 5 Miller St, Merrylands NSW 2160
Date: Sunday 5th November Time: 8:30 pm
Contact: Roni Hanna 0402 751 371

NOV 2017 Spring Tea Party

Date: Tuesday 7th November
Venue: OLOL CYPC Centre 40 Alice St, Harris Park
Cost: $90 per guest Contact: OLOL Office 9689 2899
Dress Code: Hat Prize: $500 for the best hat.

MaroniteCare Charity Dinner
The Board and Staff of MaroniteCare cordially invite you to its Inaugural
Dinner on Tuesday 14 November 2017 at Le Montage, Lilyfield. Tickets are
$200. Donations to MaroniteCare may be tax-deductible. All funds raised
will go towards the MaroniteCare programs which include: counselling for
families, cancer support groups, addiction recovery, mental health
awareness, and youth mentoring and others. For more information and
for tickets, please call 028831 0000.

| Nov 2017 | Married Couples Retreat Day
Date: Sunday 19th November Time: 8:30am - 5pm
Venue: St Joseph’s Conference Centre 64 MacKillop Dr, Baulkham Hills
Cost: $100 per couple Contact: Joanne 0416234003
Registration: ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com

| DEC 2017 | Cherry Picking

Date: 09 December 2017 Time: 7 am Departure from OLOL
Venue: Bathurst Cost: $60 per person including Bus and Breakfast
Reservation: Gladis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 166

Maronite

Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar%& Study Centre
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - Gi)m
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you contact: 9633 2900

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

on 14 Nov 2017 from 10:30am - 1:30pm in Nemetallah Room

Carers meetin
%Ioor) of CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.

(Ground
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Kamel Antonios & Wife Ghorra, Raymond Anjoul (B) Charly Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew
Essey, Elias El Nachar, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul
Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Sara George Hawi, Tansa Diby Diab Hawi, Tannous Wadiaa Chafika Yousseh Hady (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses
Family, Alia Moussa, Malkoun Family, Chmouni Massoud (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their
son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael
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