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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 15 October 2017
The Gospel

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven
will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there
will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some
for yourselves.” And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, | do not know you.’
Keep awake therefore, for you, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.

Mt 25:1-13

Fifth Sunday aﬂer the Holy Cross

Next Sunday’s Readings

Gal 6:1-10
Mt 25: 14-30

Month of
the Holy

Rosary

There are
more tears
shed over
answered
prayers
than over
unanswered
prayers.

Saint Teresa of Avila

The Epistle

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have
always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmuring and arguing, so that
you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, in which you shine like stars in
the world.
It is by your holding fast to the word of life
that | can boast on the day of Christ that |
did not run in vain or labour in vain. But
even if | am being poured out as a libation
over the sacrifice and the offering of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you -
and in the same way you also must be glad
and rejoice with me.

Phil 2: 12-18

Prayer of the week
Heavenly Father,
Into ,
I place my worries, cares and
troubles.
Into ,
I place my path, my direction and
my goal.
Into ,
I place my Life.
Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am ( (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Too little, too late

Light from the Word

So we have the parable of the 10 bridesmaids. Five
were absent for a while, arriving late to the weddin
feast and for their deIaY they hear the words from the
bridegroom, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you’ (v12).

That God should den us, reject us, refuse us entry, is a

The Catechism

Are family bonds an absolute good?

Family ties are important but not absolute, because the
first vocation of a Christian is to follow Jesus and love
him: "He who loves father or mother more than me is

not worthy of me; whoever loves son or daughter more

than me is not worthy of me" (Matthew 10:37). Parents

frightenin%thought. et who is at fault here? Surely not
God? The tive bridesmaids have much to consider. The
rejection by God is a reflection of their lives. They had
failed to bring enough oil for their lamps, good deeds to
keep the light shining. Because they prioritised other
matters above God, they now found themselves
searching in darkness. Then they arrive too late to the
banquet because they had not properly planned their
lives around what really mattered.

must support with joy their children's choice to follow
Jesus in whatever state of life, even in the consecrated
life or the priestly ministry.

How should authority be exercised in the various

spheres of civil society?

Authority should always be exercised as a service,
respecting fundamental human rights, a just hierarchy
of values, laws, distributive justice, and the principle of

subsidiarity. All those who exercise authority should
seek the interests of the community before their own
interest and allow their decisions to be inspired by the
truth about God, about man and about the world.

Hod’s desire is to draw us closer, as we see with the
wedding invitation. Yet we get so carried away with
what does not matter, we become so preoccupied by
trivialities, so scatterbrained by temptations and thus
too late we find we have missed our chance.

We distance ourselves from God without even realising

it. Day by day we put other things first. Little by little we

begin to desire more for ourselves. Step by step we

begin to explore other paths. And before we know it,

%ihoddhali come and gone and we are left alone, out in
e dark.

Saint Augustine expresses the regret of many of us
when he wrote, ‘Late have | love xou beauty so old
and so new: late have | loved you. npl' see, you were
within and | was in the external world.” We pray not to
love you too late dear God. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

@uring the Season of the Glorious Cross, the overarching theme and
guestion that the Lord asks us through the scripture passages is “are you
ready?” We are always confronted with the comparison between the
wise and the foolish and this Sunday is no exception. The ten
bridesmaids in this week’s parable are split between the five that are
labelled as foolish and the five that are labelled as wise. On face value,
all ten of them appear to be the same. All of them had appeared to be
prepared for the coming of the bridegroom except for one small detail,
one crucial difference, the extra oil! The five wise bridesmaids were well
prepared and carried with them extra oil in the case that the bridegroom arrived late and thus were well
prepared when he finally showed up. Like the wise bridesmaids, the foolish ones had everything that they
needed to know. They were not disadvantaged in any way; however, they were still not ready.

This parable reminds me of us. We, the people who regularly come to church and participate in the life of the
church. We, who are equipped with everything that we need to know about Christ and profess all righteousness.
Are we truly ready for Him to open the door for us? Are we ready to listen to the greeting that He may have for
us? Are we ready for the reality that He may shut the door in our face because we have no oil in our lamps?
Brothers and sisters, many of us carry the lamp but unfortunately, we run out of oil or are not prepared enough
to bring extra oil with us. This oil represents the inward preparation of the heart for the return of the Lord. Do we
really know Jesus? Most of us would claim that we do, but do we really know Him? Are we ready to love like He
loves? Are we ready to be merciful like Him? Are we ready to forgive, like He forgives? Are we ready to sacrifice
ourselves, like He sacrificed Himself for us? Like the parable, these questions are very confronting but are crucial
for us to understand the crucial difference, the extra oil. Therefore, when the hour comes and we can hear the
sound of the squeaking door that is being opened, will we have enough oil to enter into the banquet or will our
fate be that of the foolish bridesmaids.

Ona parish level, this week we welcome back our Arabic students, Fersen and Teens for a new semester. On
Friday, we celebrated the 100" Anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima with the rosary and Divine
Liturgy organised by the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception and their Chaplain Fr Youwakim. On Friday night,
Heaven on Earth had their first Charity Dinner in which they captivated all present with the wonderful work that
they do with the homeless here in Sydney and in many parts of the world. Thank you to Subdeacon Robert
Albayeh and his wonderful team of volunteers who are truly carrying that extra oil with the lamps that they carry
to all those who are in need.

Father Tony Sarkis



ow Has The Cross Changed your Life?

The Cross which was once regarded as a sign of suffering and hardship, through Christ it has become ’

lifesaving. & A
Read this testimony of one of our volunteers, Rita Ghossein who helps put together this newsletter each &
week. She explains how she has embraced her own Cross and how it has changed her life.

What is your diagnosis and what does it do?

| have a)very rare genetic disorder called MLASA (Mitochondrial Myopathy, Lactic Acidosis, Sideroblastic
Anemia).

Mitochondrial Myopathy is a progressive muscle weakness which affects the whole body, my muscles do
not produce enough oxygen to the energy cells and | also get very high amounts of lactic acid in my
muscles with very minimal movement. Sideroblastic Anemia is a blood disorder where my body does not
produce enough normal healthy red blood cells, this means | require regular blood transfusions which are
keeping me alive - so | do urge you all to donate blood if you can, as it does save lives! There is no cure or
treatment for Mitochondrial Myopathy and as | get older my condition will continue to deteriorate
causing me to become a lot weaker and affect my quality of life.

How does it affect your everyday life?

Every day is an effort! My muscle condition causes me to always feel very tired and fatigued - it is an effort
just to get out of bed in the mornings. | cannot walk far distances so | do use a wheelchair most times to
get around, even walking short distances is an effort but | do manage. | require assistance in many
everyday activities and my condition is causing me to slowly lose my independence. It's an effort just to do
the small things that others take for granted like trying to swallow without struggling (because my throat
muscles are getting weaker) or getting tired talking or trying to cook or bake without getting tired arms
and the list does go on. My condition affects me in many ways that people will not understand and
probably never will.

How do you deal with it?

To be honest at times | don't know how | find the strength to deal with it all and keep going but | do! | always try my best to
keep a smile on my face, | stay positive, | hold on to my faith, | take one day at a time and | keep going! | have learnt how to
deal and manage with my condition, although at times it is challenging but | know God will not give me anything | cannot
handle. | place it all in His hands and ask for the strength and courage to keep going and not give up.

Has it made you closer to Christ? Why? (or) Why not?

| would like to think it has. It might sound odd but | feel in a way | am sharing in His suffering, which | always offer up to Him
and pray it will hopefully get me closer to heaven.

How do you get closer to God?

Through prayer and always thanking God for all | have been blessed with.

How have you learnt to accept it?

| owe that to my parents. Growing up they never made me feel like | was different or | couldn't do anything. Even though |
am very limited to what | can do or struggle to do it, my family always encourage me to keep trying and they always work
around my needs to make things easier. If it wasn't for their love and support | honestly wouldn't be able to keep going. In
many ways my family is my strength and the reason | keep pushing on.

When do you feel the closest to God?

When | am sitting in church in silence and deep in thought. It's amazing how you don't need to even say anything and you
can just feel that comfort in your heart. | always ask God to never leave my side and hold my hand through each and every day.
What is your greatest accomplishment?

Getting a job and working in admin for 3 years. It may sound silly to others but that was my greatest accomplishment.
Getting a job was something | only dreamed of doing but never thought would be possible for me to ever do due to my
health, but | was lucky enough to be blessed with a slight improvement in my health in 2011. | had more energy and
strength and was able to walk longer distances without getting as tired and | wasn't needing to use my wheelchair as much,
| even had a nice 4 year break from needing blood transfusions. | had gained independence, something | never really had
before and was exciting at the time to see the things | was capable of achieving. | knew there was a chance that my health
would go backwards again one day so | took the opportunity in 2013 to get a job, do some volunteer work at church and
just enjoy being able to do more. Unfortunately at the beginning of 2015 my health slowly began to go backwards again and
| was requiring blood transfusions again and my energy levels were dropping again. | tried to keep pushing through as long
as | could with work but it just became too tiring as my health continued and still continues to go backwards, so | had to
give up working at the end of 2016. | am still continuing doing volunteer work at church but it does become challenging at
times but I'm not one to give up too easily.

What are you most afraid of?

| think we are all most afraid of being judged before God. | am also afraid of knowing the impact that will be placed on my
family as | continue to deteriorate in the future.

What was the hardest time of your life?

Losing my older brother to this same condition and watching him suffer before he passed away was the hardest time of my
life. Growing up together we understood each other and we could relate to one another. He was more than just my
brother, he was my friend, my person to talk to and of course my hospital buddy. We went through so much together and
in so many ways that brought us closer together. We both understood what each other were going through and it is now
hard having to continue to keep going without him by my side every step of the way.

What are you striving for?

Just to get through every day and enjoy life as much as | possibly can. To spend as much time as | can with my family and
create many enjoyable memories with them. | am also striving to try and stay as well as | possibly can and to make others
happy - | hate seeing anyone sad or upset!

Something | would like others to think about..

| cop a lot of judgement from others... when | park in a disabled parking and decide to walk that day, | get a lot of death
stares and nasty comments. It doesn't mean if someone is young and may LOOK fine that they are faking or just parking
there for no reason. Or if I'm in public and | randomly get out of my wheelchair and walk a bit, people just stare and shake
their heads and assume I'm faking it. One thing | would like everyone to think about and really take with them is you never
really know what someone is going through. Think before you judge them!

Emily Dib
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100th Year Anniversary of Our Lady’s Apparitions At Fatima - Portugal
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Seniors’ Trip To Berima

Community Business Network Page

Now Open 306 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands
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For info call Joe 0400444999

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole
month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510




Parish No
FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 15 October: 5" Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am One Year Michel Mikhael Zahra from Hadchit

11:00am Mass for the Souls of the Martyrs of 13 October
and the Lebanese Army offered by

United Australian Lebanese Movement

5:00pm One Year Salwa Hawchab Ibrahim Geagea from

Becharre wife of Afif Bou Jaoude from Jouret El Ballout

Wednesday 18 October

7:00pm One Year Zakia Boutros Geryes Khoury widow of

the late Youssef Hanna Merhi from Kfarsghab

Sunday 22 October: 6" Sunday after the Glorious Cross -

Pope Saint John Paul I

11:00am All Livings and Departed of Knat for the Feast of
St Challita offered by Knat Association
5:00pm 40 Day Tony Elias Charbel from Zahle
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Announcements

0CT 2017 |

Faith on Fire

Faith on Fire is a place for 18-23yr olds to form friendships, ask questions and explore what it means to live a life of faith as a young Maronite in
Australia. Come along and let your faith be flame and a light that shines bright in the world. Next event will be held on Tuesday 17th October
from 7-9pm at OLOL CYPC Level 1 Recreation Room - Entry is FREE!

RSVP by texting 0450 441 508
Volunteers Needed | oct 2017 |
Volunteers needed for olol gift shop in particular during Sunday . . . R e R
Masses to assist in serving parishioners. o b 8 30 e 158 V) G088 1 8 el 130 o2 Vs U“:ij;"‘: Z‘:“
Please contact Dianne on 0450 263 511. '
OCT 2017 Cancer Council Girl's Night In Fundraiser 0CT 2017 | OLOL Youth Hunter Valley Wine Tasting Trip

Date: : Friday 27th October Time: 7:00pm
Venue: OLOL CYPC MacKillop Room
Cost: $20 per person including Food, Karaoke & Dancing.

Sunday 15th October
Meet at OLOL at 6:30 AM and returning 6:30 PM to OLOL
Cost: $40pp (includes bus hire, breakfast and wine tasting excludes Lunch)

NoV 2017 Spring Tea Party

Date: Tuesday 7th November

Venue: OLOL CYPC Centre 40 Alice St, Harris Park

Cost: $90 per guest Contact: OLOL Office 9689 2899
Dress Code: Hat

Prize: $500 for the best hat.

o

Contact: Tony Lahoud on 0478 172 402
[ vov 2017 | Married Couples Retreat Day
Date: Sunday 19th November Time: 8:30am - 5pm
Venue: St Joseph’s Conference Centre 64 MacKillop Dr, Baulkham Hills
Cost: $100 per couple Contact: Joanne 0416234003
Registration: ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com

REGULAR PARISH E

VENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899

Lo b ol S clalis
call gl cpallgl) sal Jlias) angs el cpaad JS

Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Diana 0431 553 449 or Denise 0413 373 588
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115

ATAIYALS Gl Jualyl S e EAM Y AL B e ey Sl

Arabic Classes: Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact the Parish Office: 02 9689 2899

Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Kamel Antonios & Wife Ghorra (B) Charly Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Elias El Nachar,
Ibrahim Hanna El Fakhri (F) Laura Faddoul & Uncle George (G) Colleen Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub, Ezat Gergis (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul
Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri,
Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Alia Moussa, Malkoun Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil &
Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael

Shaheen, Therese Safadi (T) Mtanios Semson Taouk (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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