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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 24 September 2017
The Gospel

As Jesus came out of the temple and was
going away, his disciples came to point out
to him the buildings of the temple. Then he
asked them, “You see all these, do you not?
Truly | tell you, not one stone will be left
here upon another; all will be thrown
down.” When he was sitting on the Mount
of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be,
and what will be the sign of your coming
and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered
them, “Beware that no one leads you
astray. For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘l am the Messiah!’ and they will
lead many astray. And you will hear of wars
and rumors of wars; see that you are not
alarmed; for this must take place, but the
end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be famines and earthquakes in
various places: all this is but the beginning
of the birth pangs.

“Then they will hand you over to be
tortured and will put you to death, and you
will be hated by all nations because of my
name. Then many will fall away, and they
will betray one another and hate one
another. And many false prophets will arise
and lead many astray. And because of the
increase of lawlessness, the love of many
will grow cold. But the one who endures to
the end will be saved. And this good news
of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the world, as a testimony to all
the nations; and then the end will come.
Mt 24: 1-14
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Apart
from the
Cross,
there is
no ladder
by which
we may
get to
Heaven.

St. Rose of Lima

www.olol.org.au

oly Cross The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,
we are of all people most to be pitied. But
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died. For
since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead has also come
through a human being; for as all die in
Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to
Christ.

Then comes the end, when he hands over
the kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority
and power. For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God
has put all things in subjection under his
feet.” When all things are subjected to him,
then the Son himself will also be subjected
to the one who put all things in subjection
under him, so that God may be all in all.

If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be
deceived: “Bad company ruins good
morals.” Come to a sober and right mind,
and sin no more; for some people have no
knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.
1Cor 15: 19-34

Prayer of the week

Lord Jesus, you promised that the
one who perseveres to the end
We beseech you to grant
us the courage and strength to en-
dure all the trials that our Church
faces now and in the future. Help
us not to weaken in

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Familfy), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guild

ord 6pm (Ar/Eng}

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pmBy request of His Excellency Bishop i

Tarabay this week’s adoration for the intention of marriage and family

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




True to the end

Light from the Word

The Catechism

Soldiers of Christ. Defenders of the faith. Crusaders. Protectors
of the truth. Army of God. All of these titles have arisen over
time, often in periods of persecution and threat to the Church.
Yet is this what Christ wants of us — to fight a battle as armed
people?

Today's Gospel does not shy away from the threats posed
towards Christians. Matthew writes of what Christians
experienced in the early Church and it seems the persecutions
haven’t abated today. There are false prophets, wars, nation
against nation, famines, earthquakes, torture, hatred,
lawlessness, apathy, and death. All of this a Christian may face.
So of course Christians in turn feel they must respond to any
threat that challenges their faith and truth.

unfortunately, the response tends to be anything from denial
to hatred, from revenge through to violence, from defence to
ultra-conservatism. Or quite the opposite, Christians can
become too accepting, apathetic or renounce the faith
altogether.

The Gospel today says no to both ways. It's not about
responding to threats by becoming hostile, nor is it abandoning
one’s faith. In fact, the Gospel has no response to the
persecution, calamities and threats that a Christian must
constantly battle with. The one line offered is ‘anyone who
endures to the end will be saved’ (24:13).

Ir's not about reacting. It’s not about defending. It's not about
fighting. It is to remain steadfast in Christ. We don’t change
because the world forces us to. We are Christ’s and who we are
is powerful enough. We keep our eyes focussed on God, our
hearts full of love, and we trust in the truth. It is armed with
this attitude, that we will weather any storm. Amen!

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word S

econd Sunday of the Glorious Cross

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This week is the second Sunday after the feast of the Exaltation of the Glorious
Cross. We find ourselves reflecting on a very strong Gospel passage where Jesus
declares that not one stone will be left upon another in the Temple. We are not
used to seeing Jesus in this light; so why do his words appear to be so harsh? We |
all know that it is not in his nature to harm or to destroy. And why the Temple? The |
Temple was the pride and joy of the Jewish people. It was a grand and magnificent
structure which was their place of worship and prayer, their symbol of authority
and their hub of culture and commercialism. The Jewish people considered the
Temple as the dwelling place of God. So why does Jesus say that it will be
destroyed and not one stone will be left upon the other?

What are the goods that we can merit?
Moved by the Holy Spirit, we can merit for ourselves
and for others the graces needed for our sanctification
and for the attainment of eternal life. Even temporal
goods, suitable for us, can be merited in accordance
with the plan of God. No on, however, can merit the
initial grace which is at the origin of conversion and
justification.

Are are called to Christian holiness?

All the faithful are called to Christian holiness. This is
the fullness of Christian life and the perfection of
charity and it is brought about by intimate union with
Christ and, in him, with the most Holy Trinity. The path
to holiness for a Christian goes by way of the cross and
will come to its fulfillment in the final resurrection of
the just, in which God will be all in all.
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The Jewish people were so fixated on the structure and prominence of the Temple that they forgot about God.
The marvellous structure which was supposed to represent God and be His dwelling place become the central
aspect of their faith and their lives. This stone Temple became their ultimate goal and purpose instead of God, it
and its inhabitants and the people who ruled in its name became the false Messiah which led the people astray.

‘However, with Jesus the Temple is no longer made of stone, rather it is a heart that pumps love, peace and
forgiveness. Jesus requires a living Temple rather than a stone one. No longer is the stone Temple the ultimate
goal for God to dwell with us. It is no longer the place that gathers and unites humanity. However, Jesus has
transformed it to a lively place that he will live in and in it he will be the eternally living sacrifice that is offered for
the redemption of humanity and its return to the port of salvation, so that it can truly be the place in which God
dwells and through it reflect His abilities, His greatness and His richness.

Prom here we need to respect each other and be true in our dealings with one another. We need to activate this
Godly presence through our words, actions, thoughts and will. This will lead us to continually purify ourselves and
persistently prepare ourselves to greet the Master of all masters with truthfulness and awareness because it is

He who lives in our inner depths.

o is there anything that will entice us to discard and reject this glory that God has given us?
Po we set anything else in our lives as being more important than God’s presence in our lives?

lset us my dear brothers and sisters return to calm and silence, and enter our inner souls with awareness and
wisdom, so that we can know if we are truly walking on the path that

will lead us to the kingdom that the Lord has prepared for those who love Him and be a lively Temple that is the
dwelling place of God in which he rests and is pleased. Amen

Father Youwakim Noujaim



HOW can a Cross save HVCS?

‘For the Jews, the cross was a tree of shame and for the Romans, it was an
instrument of execution. But for the Christians, the cross became the
symbol of victory and salvation, an object of special veneration.’
The Veneration of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross
according to The Byzantine Tradition

The cross in Jesus’ times was an object used as a method for capital punishment by the Romans. It did not save
lives but instead took them. For Christians the Cross is an object that means something so different. Instead of
taking our lives, the Cross is the way in which our lives can be saved. The Cross is a reminder of Christ's life-giving
sacrifice and victory over death. Christianity without the Cross is meaningless. It is only by uniting ourselves to
Christ's Sacrifice on the Cross can we enter into eternal life.

Jesus died on the Cross for our sins. He suffered such pain and misery, just so that we could have eternal life.
Therefore the Cross does not explain our pain and misery and it definitely does not give us an easy way out or
answers. But it does help us to see how our lives are united with Christ’s. The point of taking up our own cross is
not simply self-sacrifice; in doing so, we unite ourselves to the sacrifice of Christ on His Cross. We nail ourselves
to the Cross, dying with Christ so that we might rise with Him in Eternal Life. We must remember that when we
nail ourselves to the Cross we must take our sufferings on with the same love and way that Christ did. We must
not moan about our cross or try to gain sympathy. We should take on the example of Christ, prayer to God about
it and that you trust in Him. Take on our crosses with joy and knowledge that this is not the end.

Today, let us look to the cross often. Let us look to the Cross to help fix our minds and hearts on God and stay
close to Him. As our strength and protection. As a sign of the fullness of life. As a sign of belonging. A reminder
that Jesus takes us as his own in a unique way. Today, let us look to the cross often. Let us make the Sign of the
Cross and realize we bring our whole selves to God—our minds, souls, bodies, wills, thoughts, hearts—everything
we are and will become. It is the Cross that saves!

Constance Maree

Youth Corner Teen’s Corner - What a night!

Saturday the 9th of
September was the Teens
Night In. The night included
pizza, sports, cards, board
games and bored teens.
Thankfully the bored teens
soon became un-bored teens
due in part to a spectacular
feat of engineering.

The past couple of
months have been an
exciting time for us. The
month of July saw us
screening “State of
Origin Game 3” outdoors
in the BBQ area. We lit
bonfires, set up the
projector and made a
night out of it! We also |
had the pleasure of going ~ % Using human-size Jenga
Bowling right after Sundays 7pm Mass. The Youth had blocks, head engineer and

some good fun and there will be much more social team leader AJ "Don't ask

outings coming your way! Its worth mentioning that in what that stands for"

the same month, quite a few of our Youth members Stephan directed the

travelled to Lebanon to attend The 2017 Maronite World  construction of the Jenga monstrosity. Directing Teens' very

Youth Days. own human crane, George Azar, as well as a team of
chair-stackers and Jenga-block collectors, Mr Stephan

The Month of August saw one of the most important skilfully corrected every angle and tilt of the growing tower.

Feast Days in our Maronite liturgical calendar; The Feast ~ Eventually, with the final block reaching the ceiling, the awed

of the Assumption of Our Blessed Mother. Feast Week onlookers burst into applause. Amid the cries of "let me knock it

had much to offer to the Youth. We hosted our Youth down, let me!" order was somehow established and a human

BBQ and a Spiritual Talk Evening Led by Auxiliary Bishop ~ pyramid of teens was erected.
of Sydney Richard Umbers. It was, like every year, an

incredible experience to witness Feast Week, and the One individual was overheard saying, "if there's an earthquake,
passionate Youth volunteers should know that it was you we're in the safest room" only moments before the towering
who made it possible. structre came crashing down to the delight of the crowd.

Special thanks must also be given to several teens for providing

We would like to invite you all to our Grand Ball on the musical entertainment on the night. Plenty of dance moves
29th of September, as we continue to build each other up were on display and there were some potential considers for
to be one strong, faithful Youth Group. Having just Australia's Next Idol Voice Factor.
entered the Season of the Exaltation of the Glorious
Cross, there are more spiritual and social events to look Many thanks as always to Deacon Danny for his faithful
forward to, like the “Faith on Fire” initiative we recently  |eadership and prayer to kick off the night and to all of the
launched for 18-22 Year Olds, which is all about learning  Teens leaders who came to make the night a success. We pray
how to live out our Maronite Faith. Stay tuned for the that all the Teens and their families have a safe break and
next one! God bless you All. . looking forward to seeing you all in Term 4. God bless.

Joanne Elias Gabriel Khaicy



Parish Camera

Women Faith Formation Group Retreat Day 2017
“Be still and know that | am God” (Psalm 46:10)
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MYO - Faith on Fire

Community Business Network Page

envirQ

LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS
1300141315
www.envirowaste.com.au

Interested in becoming part
of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promotehyour business for the whole
month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 24 September: 2™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am 40 Day Georgette Salim Elias from Deir Jannine
wife of Mikhael Layoun from Beit Millat
11:00am Linda Khater from Ghosta wife of Geryes Habib

Karam from Baskenta (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 26 September

10:30am Funeral Charlotte Shalala wife of Toufic Elias Bejjani
from Kahaleh
Saturday 30 September

6:00pm 40 Day Najib Youssef Nakad from Kfardlakos

Sunday 1 October: 3™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross- Feast

of the Holy Rosary — St Theresa of the Child Jesus

6:00am Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality
11:00am Alllivings and departed of Toula offered by Toula Association

3:00pm Holy Rosary Prayer in Arabic and English
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Announcements

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Friday 13 October 2017 at 11am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the Rosary followed by
Mass at the altar of Our Lady of Fatima (back of the church) and
then lunch on the 13th day of each month until the end of the year.
Confession will also be available during this time.

Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Location: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Cost: $100pp or $90pp early bird until 22 September
Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771 or Sally EI-Azzi 0434 615 803

OLOL Youth Grand Ball

Feast of The Holy Rosary
Sunday 01 October 2017 at 6am
To celebrate this feast, the Sodality invites you to pray the
rosary Sunday 01st October 2017 at 6am in Arabic.
Then at 3pm in English & Arabic.

Sunday 15th October - Meet at OLOL at 6:30 AM and returning 6:30 PM to OLOL
Cost: $40pp (includes bus hire, breakfast and wine tasting excludes Lunch)
Contact: Tony Lahoud on 0478 172 402

OLOL Youth Hunter Valley Wine Tasting Trip

REGULAR PARISH E

VENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899
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Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Diana 0431 553 449 or Denise 0413 373 588
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Arabic Classes: Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact the Parish Office: 02 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Same Sex Marriage Voting

Have you completed the postal vote on marriage and mailed it back
protect marriage and the family. DO NOT write anything additiona

and place it in the provided envelope then drop it off at the nearest

? If not, we encourage you to do so without delay. Tick NO to
| on the sheet nor add anything inside the envelope. Fold the sheet

mailbox. Please assist your parents, grandparents, elderly

neighbours and any person you know who does not speak English. Every vote counts. May God reward and bless you.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Kamel Antonios & Wife Ghorra (B) Charly Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Elias El Nachar,
Said & Yamn El Khoury (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and
son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad(l) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef &
Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Alia Moussa (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond &
Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad & Son Emile, Youssef Michael
Shaheen, Therese Safadi, Nassim Saad & Wife Katrine, Rahib Saad & Wife Jawhra (T) Bernadette Tanna & Rizk, Saba & Tanna Families(U) (V) (W) (Y) (Z)
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