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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 17 September 2017
The Gospel

Now among those who went up to worship
at the festival were some Greeks. They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew;

then Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit.

Those who love their life lose it, and those
who hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life. Whoever serves me must
follow me, and where | am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the
Father will honour.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should
| say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that | have come to
this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified
it, and | will glorify it again.”

The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel
has spoken to him.” Jesus answered,
“This voice has come for your sake, not for
mine. Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be driven
out. And I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.”

Jn 12: 20-32

Exaltation of The Holy

Next Sunday’s Readings

1Cor 15: 19-34
Mt 24:1-14

Let your
love for
God
change the
world,
but never
let the
world
change
your love
for God.

www.olol.org.au

Cross The Epistle

Brothers and sisters,

For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of
the discerning | will thwart.” Where is the
one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.

1Cor 1: 18-25

Prayer of the week
Heavenly Father,

You know every decision I need
to make and

Please forgive me for the times

that I try to figure out
this life out on my own. I need you,
I need your holy spirit to give me

Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Familfy), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guild

ord 6pm (Ar/Eng}

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pmBy request of His Excellency Bishop i

Tarabay this week’s adoration for the intention of marriage and family

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  What do you want?

The Catechism

‘What is it you want me to do for you’ Jesus asks James
and John (v36). Their response was to have glorious
recognition. Jesus gives them a reality check. So do we
dare ask?

What is hope?
Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire and
await from God eternal life as our happiness, placing
our trust in Christ's promises and relying on the help of

the grace of the Holy Spirit to merit it and to persevere
to the end of our earthly life.

What is it we want from Jesus? What kind of God do :

we want? It is something we need to reflect over. Do
we want a god who will do our bidding, answer our
prayers the way we want, perform miracles, smooth
the way ahead for us, make us feel good, a god who
comforts us, a god who will destroy our enemies, a god
who justifies us, or one who loves us unconditionally?

What is charity?

Charity is the theological virtue by which we love God
above all things and our neighbour as ourselves for the
love of God. Jesus makes charity the new
commandment, the fullness of the law. "It is the bond
of perfection" (Colossians 3:14) and the foundation of
the other virtues to which it gives life, inspiration, and
order. Without charity "l am nothing" and "I gain
nothing" (I Corinthians 13:1-3).

Jesus says in response to the grumblings of the
disciples, ‘For the Son of Man can not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life a reason for many ‘ (v45).
This is definitely not the description we want to hear.
We prefer a mighty God, in control, who will powerfully
stamp God’s claim on all.

But Jesus tells us otherwise. God is here among us,
seeing, giving and dedicating, loving and healing. God is
hidden. God is in the silence. God works in mysterious
ways. And perhaps deep down within us we know that
is so. So again and again Jesus asks us, ‘What is it you
want me to do for you?’ and this time our response is
simply, ‘Love me God.” Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and sisters,

;ﬂfter the fifteen weeks of Pentecost that have passed, we begin this week a
eason that is distinctive. It is also the final Season in our Maronite Liturgical
Calender. It is the Season of the Glorious Cross. This Season began with the
Feast of the Exaltation of the

Glorious Cross on Thursday 14 September and lasts for seven weeks.

I’'m sure that you will agree with me when I say that truly, it is not easy to
honour the Cross. We, who wear it around our necks, raise it above our doors,
hang it in our houses and place it at the centre of our churches. Is this
rational? With human reasoning, it is not! For, who honours a symbol of
suffering and death? The wisdom of the philosophers could not understand
this action. To them it is foolishness! However, for us, who new salvation and
we felt the redemptive power of Jesus who died on the cross, it is the Power of God.

Prom this point, we look to the cross as the wood of salvation for us. We honour it because our Lord died on it
and from it he saved all of humanity. We preach Jesus’ death on the Cross because we have met Jesus who has
resurrected from the dead. We believe that the Cross is the power of God. From it, Jesus showed his everlasting
love to all of humanity.

Honouring the Cross is a sign of Glory, Power and Salvation

Carrying the Cross does not always mean the pain of the body and great suffering. Rather it is an invitation for us
to put our own life plan into God’s plan.

Po we really wish to see Jesus? When? Where? And | who am present in the Church today, do | see Jesus in the
|Iil_essed Eucharist or through His words? If | truly want to encounter Jesus, then | must carry my cross and follow
im.

lset us bow down today and every day in front of the Cross and renew our faith and love to He who redeemed us
gn it. On behalf of Father Tony Sarkis and all the clergy, | would like to wish you all a blessed Feast of the Glorious
ross.

The past week has been a very busy week in our parish. On Tuesday, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
elevated Subdeacons Danny Nouh and Nehme Khattar from the order of Subdeacon to the order of Deacon.
Again, on behalf of Father Tony Sarkis and all the clergy, | congratulate His Excellency, the two new deacons and
their families on achieving this great milestone as they continue their journey to the priesthood.
On ThursdaE, we celebrated the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross with a beautiful Mass followed by Adoration
of the Holy Eucharist and procession of the cross. The night was concluded with a bonfire and a fusion of
traditions in which our aboriginal guests showcased the native Australian heritage through music and dance. It
was a wonderful way of bringing our community together under the symbol of the Glorious Cross. We extend our
sincere thanks to all the committees and parishioners who took park in the organisation of both the ordination
and the Feast. May the Glorious Cross protect you and your loved ones.

Father Youwakim Noujaim
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Message from Bisho
Fasting and Prayer for Marriage

My Dear Faithful,

It has been confirmed by the High Court of Australia that the postal vote on the defini-
tion of marriage will go ahead. It is our Christian duty over the coming weeks to vote and
to be proactive in defending and protecting marriage as a unique and sacred union be-
tween one man and one woman.

Being bound to guide you and to assist you in discerning good from evil, | urge you to
join me in fasting, prayer and adoration on each and every Friday from now until 27
October, which is the last Friday before the Season of Announcement takes us into the
joy of Christmas. That is, for the next eight Fridays, | ask you to make a special effort to
spend time in Adoration on Friday, or on another day when Adoration is available in your
parishes.

We shall be asking the Lord to guide the people of Australia to preserve family and marriage, and to understand
the challenge of this plebiscite, which goes beyond the narrow issue of same-sex marriage and leads to a radical
and dangerous change in our values and social life. It is impossible to ignore the implications of this proposed
change, which will result in a loss of basic freedoms namely the freedom of religion, speech and education.

i you have any queries about this, please contact MaroniteCare on 1300 627 227, and speak with Deacon Danny
Nouh or Mr Francis Tamer.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia

eaven on Ea DIrne Family Corner

Vou are invited to an intimate |- Commentary from a It’s Okay to Vote NO...

dinner with Our Lady of : ” e mother, daughter and wife | AR
Lebanon Heaven on Earth. It's hard not to be involved
Clarme & SReid ine R : :\Q;hrrfgfrgzgavﬁgg istai;ngverywhere populating television
agzgs to truly see the work social media, and radio. So here is V\'/hy | say NO to same '

sex marriage.
Feed the homeless and help I .
relocate them into housing, sat for hours reflecting on why | say No to same sex

OferelibooriioEtieelin | marriage and | couldn't put it into words to explain. It's
familielsijF;iI Visits Ugeiing basically against everything | have always known; the

e L . values and ethics that have been instilled in me as a child
Support.chn(ilre.(rjm |n.th_|rd world countries, by my parents and what | try to pass onto my children and
International aid missions the thought of changing it terrifies me. It’s simple.
Marriage has always been a unique and sacred union
between a man and a woman.

WS‘
=

All this is done for one soul purpose...to give every
person a better chance in life so they can realise for
themselves that we are all one family and that God is By allowing same sex marriage, we will not only be
for real. redefining what marriage and importantly family is all
about, but we will be faced with consequences affecting
Please note that this is a dinner to show all the work the morals and values that we have always known and
that we do. There will be no raffle tickets sold, no lived by. We will also confuse our children with what to
sponsors and no auctions believe.

, . How will the changes be taught at schools? Do you want
Whoever is kind to the poor, lends to the Lord, and  yqyr children or their children to think that it is ok to try

he will reward them for what they have done’ different things because the law says so, even though it is
(Prov 19 17:19) wrong in every way possible?

Whéen: Friday October 13th This quote sums up what | believe and what | live by:
Where: Renaissance (New St Lidcombe) "Wrong is wrong even if everybody is doing it, and right is
Time: 7pm right even if nobody is doing it" (St Augustine).
Cost: 5120 per person This is too important a question and not a simple experiment we
Contact: Subdeacon Robert Albayeh - 0414447883  can afford to get wrong. So it's a NO from me and I will be
Hope to see you there. encouraging everyone I know to vote NO too.

Subdeacon Robert Albayeh Josie Wakim



Parish Camera

Feast of The Exaltation of The Holy Cross

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part

- of the Community Business Network Page?
€ ; | lVI r For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole

month.

LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS For further details

1300141315

www.envirowaste.com.au

Email: media@olol.org.au




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 17 September: Exaltation of The Cross

11:00am 40 days Assaad Boumina from Zghartaghrine
5:00pm One Year Alma Youssef Fadlallah widow of The

Late Semaan Youssef Azar from Ardeh

Monday 18 September
10:30am Funeral Tony Elias Charbel from Zahle

Tuesday 19 September
6:00pm One Year Joe Mikhael Shaheen from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 20 September
5:30pm  William Tannous Awad from Andket Akkar (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 23 September
6:00pm  One Year Joseph Antoun Mokdassy from Zgharta

Sunday 24 September: 2™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am 40 Day Georgette Salim Elias from Deir Jannine
wife of Mikhael Layoun from Beit Millat
11:00am Linda Khater from Ghosta wife of Geryes Habib

Karam from Baskenta (died in Lebanon)
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Announcements

SEPT2017 | Same-sex marriage and the postal vote

Monday 18 September 2017 at 7pm
in OLOL church hall
Speakers: His Excellency Bishop Antoine Charbel Taraby & Monica Doumit
(spokeswoman coalition for marriage)
For more info contact Tony on 0401 364 335

SEPT 2017 Faith on Fire

Are you 18 to 22?
The MYO would like to invite you to the launch of our new initiative
"Faith on Fire" on the 19th September 2017
Come along and enjoy a night of free food and fun and find out more
about this great new initiative.
For catering purposes please RSVP by texting 0450 441 508.

[ SEPT 2017 | OLOL Youth Grand Ball
Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Location: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Cost: $100pp or $90pp early bird until 22 September
Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771 or Sally El-Azzi 0434 615 803

OLOL Youth Hunter Valley Wine Tasting Trip
Sunday 15th October - Meet at OLOL at 6:30 AM and returning 6:30 PM to OLOL
Cost: $40pp (includes bus hire, breakfast and wine tasting excludes Lunch)
Contact: Tony Lahoud on 0478 172 402

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899
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Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Diana 0431 553 449 or Denise 0413 373 588
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am
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Arabic Classes: Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact the Parish Office: 02 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Postal Vote on Marriage

In a few weeks, you will be receiving forms to your home addresses asking you to
vote on whether Australia should change marriage law to include “same-sex
marriage”. We urge you to exercise your right to Vote NO, to keep marriage, as
willed by God in the Bible, a unique relationship between a man and a woman.
Bishop Tarabay is calling on all Maronites to be active in the upcoming postal vote.
As Maronites, it is our obligation to uphold and defend our faith by making sure you
vote and vyou encourage others to vote in this campaign. Visit:
www.maronitevolunteer.org to register your details for volunteering and be
involved and notified of all initiatives. For more information, please contact
MaroniteCare on 028831 0000 or by email to danny@maronitecare.org.au

A bill to legalise euthanasia

A bill to legalise euthanasia will soon be before parliament, and we ask for your
support to oppose this bill and affirm the Church's teaching that life is a gift from
God and everyone is worthy of life. The "Voluntary Assisted Dying" bill allows
people with a terminal illness to be given the means to kill themselves, or be killed
by a medical practitioner. Legalising assisted suicide sends a message to the elderly,
disabled or terminally ill that they are a burden, and we ask for your support to
affirm the value of human life. After Mass there will be petitions outside for you to
sign, please sign the petition to protect life.

SEPT 2017 I

FREE Parenting Course Finding Peace Led by Dr Dima Akik | Session 4 (final) - Why Do Difficult People Exist in Life?
Tuesday 19 September 2017 in CYPC Level 1 - Mary Mackillop Room | 9:30am - 11am (Arabic Session) & 7pm - 8:30pm (English Session)
For more info contact: MaroniteCare - Dr Dima Akik 8898 1540 or 0406 296 698 | MCHF - Mr Elie Asmar 9633 6600
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Raymond Anjoul (B) Charly Boutros (C) (D) Tansa Diby (E) Matthew Essey, Elias El Nachar,
Mounir El Bazouni (F) Rafika Gereige Francis (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline &
Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Diab Hawi, Youssef Hady, George Hawi (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M)
Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Alia Moussa, Chmouni Massoud
(N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Joseph Raphel (S) Souls in
Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi, Chafika Sara (T) (U) (V) (W) Hanane Wahibe, Tannous
Wadiaa (Y) (2)
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