| Th G{ood U
/ \ mme (/oc@?at’z/'lw ]

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK
Sunday 3 September 2017 www.olol.org.au

Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost

Now as they went on their way, Jesus , - "M You yourselves know, brothers and sisters,
entered a certain village, wherg a woman N that our coming to you was not in vain, but
named Martha welcomed him into her though we had already suffered and been
home. She had a sister named Mary, who shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what know, we had courage in our God to declare
he was saying. But Martha was distracted to you the gospel of God in spite of great
bykh(ar [fl‘_ané’ tSSkS; 50 she camito him and opposition. For our appeal does not spring
ﬂs el b ort, do ycilut?\m carﬁ E at my Is;cl_fter from deceit or impure motives or trickery,
as left me 1o do afl the work by myse: but just as we have been approved by God

gﬁlsw:rretgﬁg:c’"m&l‘?twae'leﬁgﬁ:eyt%rgre to be entrusted with the message of the
1 f ! gospel, even so we speak, not to please

worried and distracted by many things;

there is need of only one thing. Mary has mortals, but to please God who tests our

chosen the better part, which will not be hearts. As you know and as God is our
witness, we never came with words of

taken away from her.” . .
Lk 10: 38-42 flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did

we seek praise from mortals, whether from
Prayer of the week

you or from others, though we might have
. .. made demands as apostles of Christ.
Breathe in me, 0 Holy Spirit, P
that my t’houghts may aH. b.e hOIY' You tenderly caring for her own children. So
Act in me, 0 Holy Spirit, deeply do we care for you that we are
that my work, too, may be holy:. have made determined to share with you not only the

. . gospel of God but also our own selves,
Draw my heart, 0 Holy Spirit, because you have become very dear to us.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Fifteenth Sunday
of Pentecost
1Thess 1: 1-10
Lk 7: 36-50

But we were gentle among you, like a nurse

that I love but what is holy us for You remember our labour and toil, brothers
.5 and sisters; we worked night and day, so
Strengthen me, 0 Holy Spirit, yourself, that we might not burden any of you while

to defend all that is holy d we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
. . and our You are witnesses, and God also, how pure,
Guard me, then, 0 Holy Spirit, upright, and blameless our conduct was

that I always may be holy. Amen! [ (To¥; 1§ (30 |« toward you believers.

As you know, we dealt with each one of you
From the Igglzlsltzag?gli?OL Parish reStleSS’ like a father with his children, urging and
« ’ » t.l th encouraging you and pleading that you lead
HAPPI‘I FATHER S DAY unti ey a life worthy of God, who calls you into his

. own kingdom and glory. We also constantly
can f"ld give thanks to God for this, that when you

o received the word of God that you heard
rest in A4 LI B from us, you accepted it not as a human
word but as what it really is, God’s word,
which is also at work in you believers.

1Thess 2: 1-13

Saint Augustine

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil S, 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)




Light from the Word  Presence matters most The Catechism

So Martha and Mary are on battle grounds and Jesus sides What does the acceptance of God's mercy

with Mary. Why? This Sunday’s Gospel can be interpreted in require from us?

many ways but whichever way one understands it, there is It requires that we admit our faults and repent of our
no arguing with the fact that Jesus recognises women’s role . . . . .

is not in the kitchen! It is much more than dishing up meals sins. God himself by his Word and his Spirit lays bare
and don’t we just love Jesus for presenting women in such a our sins and gives us the truth of conscience and the
positive light. hope of forgiveness.

So let's go back to what Mary is doing and see why Jesus
claimed she ‘has chosen the better part, which will not be
taken away from her’ (v42). While Martha was ‘distracted by
her many tasks’ we have Mary ‘who sat at the Lord’s feet
and listened to what he was saying’ (v39). It is a positive
attitude of attentive presence to the one before us, whom
we hold in sacred space. We have today forgotten the
special art of listening and genuine presence. Society must
once again cultivate the practice of pastorally caring for
another, in what has become a too fast paced word, that
clamours in order to distract our attention from what really
matf']ters, the very people we are meant to spend close time
with.

SIN
Like Martha, people today are so distracted by ‘many tasks’

that they have no time for others, for relationships, for what What is sin?
really matters. Mary indeed ‘has chosen the better part,’ Sinlis d t desi t
that which is most needed towards another — time, patience, IN 1S "a wordg, an act, or a desire contrary

attentiveness, delight and love. All else is secondary. to the eternal Law" (Saint Augustine).

It is an offense against God in disobedience to his love.
Food can wait, cleaning can be done later. Now is the time It wounds human nature injures human solidarity.
to stop, to be present to the ones we love, to enjoy their Christ in his passion fully revealed the seriousness of sin

company, to listen with love, before it’s too late and they

have walked out of our lives. Amen and overcame it with his mercy.

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
The Servant’s Word The Better Part
Brothers and Sisters, R

On the Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost we reflect on the story of Martha and
Mary, the sisters of Lazarus. These two female characters from the Gospel of Luke
are probably two of the most loved women from the Bible and their story is well
known because it is also our story. Martha is consumed in serving the Lord when he
arrives at their home, while Mary is consumed in Iistenin%to him. This story
teaches us a very important lesson. Service is important, but listening to the Lord
and understanding what he has to say is more important. Too often we get caught
up in preparing and serving that we forget about why we are doing all this work
and for whom. Especially in our parish life, we often get bogged down with an event or a feast that we lose focus
of the source of the event or feast. We become so consumed with getting every detail right that we reach the
event or feast and do not gain anything spiritually from it. In fact, we find that everyone around us can celebrate
and be nourished from the feast, yet we are physically, mentally and spiritually drained. We need to be able to
strike a balance between action and contemplation. Listening to the Word of God should precede everything else
as this is where our relationship with him is fulfilled. Everything else should accompany this!

Today we also celebrate Father’s Day. If | reflect on myself as a Father and on many Fathers that | know, |
strangely find that we are more like Martha. We are very active in serving and providing for our families that we
sometimes get too consumed with our work and forget to spend some time to listen to our wives, our children
and especia IY to the Word of God. The will is always there, but the reality of life sometimes takes us away from
this contemplative presence. As a Father myself, | urge you to take a leaf out of Mary’s book and spend more
time listening to your wives, your children and to the Word of God. In doing this, you will truly have chosen the
better part. On behalf of Father Tony Sarkis and all the clergy, | would like to wish all our Father’s a Happy
Father’s Day. May our heavenly Father always be your guide and example. Thank you for all that you do in your
families and in the wider parish family.

Ona parish level, we have several events coming up that we encourage you to take part in. On Tuesday, 12
September at 6.00pm in the Cathedral, His Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay will ordain two of our
sons, Subdeacon Danny Nouh and Subdeacon Nehme Khattar, to the Diaconate. The Diaconate is the first
permanent order on their journey to the priesthood. We invite you all to join them and pray for them as they
take this important step in their vocation. On the Wednesday, 13 September, the Sodalities of the Eparchy will
join His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel at Saint Nematallah in Appin to celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation
of the Cross and commemorate the 100 Jubilee of the Apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima. Buses will be provided
and everyone is welcome to join us. Finally, on Thursday 14 September, we will celebrate the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Glorious Cross with Mass at 6.00pm, followed by Adoration, culminating in a procession with
the Cross and Bonfire on the grounds of the Cathedral. We look forward to seeing you at all these events.

Father Youwakim Noujaim
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In the wilderness ... Surrender!

The most difficult moments are those in the wilderness where everything looks |
dry and sufferings flourish! It is there where it seems that God has abandoned
us, hung in the air, palpitating, due to the hot and never-ending wind ...
Hopeless!

How hard is it to endure such a pain? It is unbearable! As stated before, it is | N
where we feel our souls being neglected by God and our hearts delving into an s
ocean of darkness. However, it is not the case and it will never be. It is there, in &
the pit of our solitude, in the desert, where God is moulding us. It is there
where all the heavenly powers come to our aid. It is in our despair and questioning that Jesus intervenes and
comes to teach us perseverance ... perseverance that leads toward triumph ... just as he did!

The Bible is filled with examples of desert-like experiences such as that of Abraham, Moses and the Israelites out
of Egypt, John the Baptist and Jesus. Christ, who took on human flesh, is seen fighting the temptations presented
in the desert experience. Lonely and exposed to the elements, He never stopped praying ... the Word become
flesh, shows us that we must have courage and trust and above all to persevere.

But do we do the same? Do we ask for His help? Do we rely on God for guidance during these hardships in our
lives? Or do we only blame Him, quick to curse Him and figure out ways to be rid of our pain and difficulty,
without carrying the Cross?

As christians, we are called to be like our Master. We are called to keep our hearts fixated on heaven, and to
trust that we are in God’s capable hands. Jesus did not have to go through all the pain, but because of His
immeasurable love for us, was the example par excellence, for all humanity! From His incarnation to His
crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus shows us that the only way to overcome difficulties, is to surrender to the will
of the Father "Yet not as | will, but as You will" - Matthew 26:39

When we surrender, the Father sends His Holy Spirit to strengthen us so as to continue journeying toward our
salvation and partake in the heavenly banquet that has been prepared for us. Remember if God brings us to it, He
will see us through it!

Brothers and Sisters, let us pray for the intercession of the Mother of Mercy, inviting her to come, take our hand
and teach us to surrender to God like she did; to say ‘yes’ to His love and salvation which leads to eternal life.
Angelo Hedwan

Come Alive Corner Youth Corner

C/hill?s'; fd/%glggggghtg?lrlggﬂ . S h—i While some of us are still recovering from what was an
Philippians 4:13 g - eventful August, we have slowed down the pace and as a

committee we have reflected on what we have achieved
as a \r:outh, and what we still want to achieve for our
Youth.

# The month of August has brought in some of our biggest
crowds yet. With the help of Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs,
CAN truly do all things. Last we were able to host very successful spiritual and social
Wednesday night, our guest events our Youth has seen in quite some time.

speaker Dani, spoke on the topic of FEAR VS DREAMS. With August in the Past, and Feast Week still in our hearts,

This lesson was one not to forget. From this talk we were e
able to gain a greater understanding into how fears and we ask YOU, our Youth, what new initiatives would you

stressing hinders us from achieving our dreams and, how like to see happen? You can voice your thoughts by joining
we can overcome these things. us for our Monthly YOUt}b General Meet'lng that will be

) ) ) held this Tuesday the 5" of September in the CYPC. To
During this talk |, and many other teens were given the  bring an element of prayer into our meetings, this meeting
OEF’l‘I-"rt””'tV to Sharﬁ °Urfper5d°"Fa| eXpe{#?”t‘fies of ?”V will have us begin with the Human Rosary, at 7:30pm on
challenges we may have faced. For me this time o
sharinggour experi¥ences stood out the most. It taught me the top level car park of the Co-Cathed'raI. For those pf Ll
and I’'m sure most teens, that during tough times in life who missed out on the Human Rosary in May, NOW is the
we aren’t alone in these experiences. For many of us God time to join us as we stand hand in hand and pray together
is waiting for us to ask for his help and family and friends as one family.
are always there for us. As a year 12 student, | faced .
many challenges when trying to overcome my anxiety September also brings one of our BIGGEST Youth

during trials, but through understanding my mind, having Functions of the Year, our Youth Grand Ball. If you haven’t
supportive friends and family and trusting in God, | learnt  done so already, get in quick with our early bird special
that through God | can do anything. (book and pay for a table of 10 before the 22™ of

Jf we learn to trust in God’s will, pray to him and allow ~ €Ptember and pay $80 per person). Contact James on

the Holy Spirit to work through us, we can do anything we 0406 336 771 or Sally on 0434 615 803.
wish to achieve. God Bless You All,
Rachael Chalhoub Joanne Elias

For many of us, going through
the challenges of life can seem
stressful and lead to issues such
as anxiety. However when we
come to understand our minds
and seek God for guidance, we
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Father’s Day Mass for the Maronite College of the Holy Family
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 3 September: 14" Sunday of Pentecost, Father’s Day

8:00am Sodality Mass for All the Fathers

9:30am 40 Days Jamileh Naoum Karam from Beirut
widow of Charles Iskandar Maatouk from Beit
Mallat

11:00am 40 Days Marie Mtanios Anisseh widow of late
Boutros Antonios Abi Khattar from Mejdlaya

5:00pm 40 Days Michael Said Moussa from Karem El
Mohr

Saturday 09" September

6:00pm One Year Late Zikea Kaissar Saad Abbood from
Kfarsghab

Sunday 10" September: 15" Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am Late George Najib Akkawe from Tripoli died in
Lebanon

11:00am 40 Days Tannous Toufic Bou Daher from Zgharta

5:00pm One Year Late Souraya Gerges Sahyoun widow of
Late Gerges Menassa from Kfarfou

7:00pm  One year Samir Mekary from Zgharta

Saint Patrick- Guildford

6:00pm Sarkis Youssef Alwan from Aitou died in Lebanon

Announcements

Diaconate Ordination
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay will ordain Subdeacon Danny Nouh and Subdeacon Nehme Khattar as Deacons
Tuesday 12 September 2017
at 6 pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral.
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Everyone is welcome!

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Wednesday 13 September 2017 at 10am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the Rosary

followed by Mass at St Nemetallah Maronite Centre on the
address 425 Wilton Rd, Appin, NSW

Cost: $30 per person including bus and food.

SEPT 2017 OLOL Youth Grand Ball

Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Location: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Cost: $100pp or $90pp early bird until 22 September
Amazing food, incredible entertainment!

Come and join us for an unforgettable night!

Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771 or Sally EI-Azzi 0434 615 803

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey
After more than 150 years of Maronite presence in Australia, the first Maronite
Diocesan Assembly will be held from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 November 2017,
in Sydney. To help prepare for this Assembly, under the theme: “Strong in Faith,
Growing in Love”, all Maronites are invited to complete a short survey.
The survey can be accessed online through maronite.org.au or you can collect a
copy from your church. Please return the completed survey to any parish office by
15 September 2017.
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Postal Vote on Marriage

In a few weeks, you will be receiving forms to your home addresses asking you to
vote on whether Australia should change marriage law to include “same-sex
marriage”. We urge you to exercise your right to Vote NO, to keep marriage, as
willed by God in the Bible, a unique relationship between a man and a woman.
Bishop Tarabay is calling on all Maronites to be active in the upcoming postal vote.
As Maronites, it is our obligation to uphold and defend our faith by making sure you
vote and vyou encourage others to vote in this campaign. Visit:
www.maronitevolunteer.org to register your details for volunteering and be
involved and notified of all initiatives. For more information, please contact
MaroniteCare on 028831 0000 or by email to danny@maronitecare.org.au

T3 gl Jonas o cuygual
kel (58 s im0 13 Lo e I555emy of ol iedl) s Gl g AL anld Dla
oS s oSy Olsie ) Jsios gDl 5 i) iy DA (o (il e 71555 anst G
AR (uial) UYL il oo LS ez ls3ll e Laliadl el 138 aua Gyl b oSin duslas
b 03l 351 ) Aledl pen 4appls bl L) o)y seass LS sy day o AlelSis a8
ey Alaall 8 AL (P e Liled g g il 5l5S Ly (g 48 anlil) gyl gl
skl DA o Aaall A sac Lually cllalial] Jlead aSlaily RS Cypeatl) e (and) liasy
e «Glagleall (10 230l .WWW.maronitevolunteer.org ::)l) jc r,ssl.ui i e )l
S SN ad) Gpla oo S YAA¥Y L le(MaroniteCare) )\ jley JLai)
danny@maronitecare.org.au

SEPT 2017 |

Caring for the Elderly, Sick, Dying & Grieving
Sr Margaret will be continuing the second part of her course on
Tuesday 12 September - Caring for the Dying | Tuesday 19 September - Caring for the Grieving
Both sessions will be held at 7pm at the Maronite College of the Holy Family (next to the Church) enter into the infant school playground
and the conference room is located next to the Holy Family statue.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Elias EI Nachar (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen
Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub, Hamid George (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad,
Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Simon Khoury, Toufic Khoury (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun (N) Badwi Joe
Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya
Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi, Michael Saad (T) Karime Tannous (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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