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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK
Sunday 27 August 2017 www.olol.org.au

Thirtcenth Sunday of Pentecost

Jesus went on through cities and villages, And so, brothers and sisters, | could not
proclaiming and bringing the good news of speak to you as spiritual people, but rather
the kingdom of God. The twelve were with as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. |
him, as well as some women who had been fed you with milk, not solid food, for you
cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, were not ready for solid food. Even now
called Magdalene, from whom seven you are still not ready, for you are still of
demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy

of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and quarrelling among you, are you not of
and many others, who provided for them the flesh, and behaving according to human
out of their resources. When a great crowd inclinations? For when one says, “l belong
gathered and people from town after town to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,”
came to him, he said in a parable: “A sower are you not merely human? What then is
went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
some fell on the path and was trampled on, whom you came to believe, as the Lord

and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell Next Sunday’s Readings | assigned to each. | planted, Apollos

on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered Fourteenth Sunday watered, but God gave the growth. So nei-
for lack of moisture. Some fell among of Pentecost ther the one who plants nor the one who
thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 1Thess 2:1-13 waters is anything, but only God who gives
choked it. Some fell into good soil, and Lk 10:38-42 the growth. The one who plants and the

when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.”
As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone
with ears to hear listen!” Then his disciples
asked him what this parable meant. He
said, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of God; but to
others | speak in parables, so that ‘looking
they may not perceive, and listening they else is building on it. Each builder must
may not understand.’ choose with care how to build on it. For no
“Now the parable is this: The seed is the adjusting one can lay any foundation other than the
word of God. The ones on the path are one that has been laid; that foundation is
those who have heard; then the devil Jesus Christ. Cor3:1-11
comes and takes away the word from their

hearts, so that they may not believe and be our time to _
saved. The ones on the rock are those who, y Prayer O{:the week
when they hear the word, receive it with MY Lord and my God_incline my

joy. But these have no root; they believe
heart unto Your Will so that all I do

one who waters have a common purpose,
and each will receive wages according to
the labour of each. For we are God’s
servants, working together; you are God’s
ﬁ](cald, ((jaod's building.I Akccortlj(iﬂg;o the grace
c . of God given to me, like a skilled master
Patience is builder | laid a foundation, and someone

' L]
only for a while and in a time of testing fall God's time
away. As for what fell among the thorns,

these are the ones who hear; but as they go be pleasi 1
on their way, they are choked by the cares Mother Angelica may be pleasing to You. Do not allow

and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature. But as for that in the
good soil, these are the ones who, when - EWTN -
they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest
and good heart, and bear fruit with patient
endurance.

Lk8:1-15

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil S 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Friday 1st Sep from 9:30am - Saturday 02nd Sep 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

my soul to stray too far, but keep me
safe in the Hearts of Jesus and

Mary. Amen!

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)




The Seeds Sown

Light from the Word

The Catechism

I this Sunday’s Gospel we have the Parable of the
Sower, who casts seeds resulting in many possibilities.
Yet who is considered the ‘good seed?’

Before we even contemplate the parable, this Sunday’s
Reading commences with a description of women, who
like the disciples, were with Jesus. More so, these
women provided for Jesus and the twelve ‘out of their
resources’ (v3), a significant and important fact that we
may never have noticed before — women accompanied
Jesus, they too were disciples, and they were necessary
to the ministry.

What immediately follows these three verses is the
Parable of the Sower, with these women very much
behaving like seed that ‘fell into good’ (v8) and ‘who,
when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bear fruit with patient

endurance’ (v15). In fact, it is only the women (not the
male disciples), who remain with Jesus throughout his
ministry, Passion and at the Cross.

So what does it mean to be good seed that bears fruit?
It is not like the other seed that give in to evil,
temptation, riches and pleasures of life. It is to be a
person who hears God’s word and it becomes their
number one conviction that all else pales in significance.
It is to make God first and foremost and always at the
centre of our attention, the love of our lives, the
motivation for all we are, say and do.

So we pray, make us God, those who hold your word
‘fast in an honest and good heart’ (v15). Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters,

God has called each one of us to serve him in a particular and unique manner.
He has gifted every soul with talents to be used sparingly in building upon the
foundations which he has already set in place. Accepting that people are
different, and loving them despite these differences, is what differentiates
Christianity from the rest of the world. Sharing our individual light with others is
a task not to be ignored, and we must do so with utmost charity and love of
neighbour. We are constantly reminded that the wisdom of this world is
foolishness in God’s sight; therefore, we cannot claim any personal

What is freedom?

Freedom is the power given by God to act or not to act,
to do this or to do that, and so to perform deliberate
actions on one's own responsibility. Freedom
characterizes properly human acts. The more one does
what is good, the freer one becomes. Freedom attains
its proper perfection when it is directed toward God,
the highest good and our beatitude. Freedom implies
also the possibility of choosing between good and evil.
The choice of evil is an abuse of freedom and leads to
the slavery of sin.

What is the relationship between freedom and
responsibility?

Freedom makes people responsible for their actions to
the extent that they are voluntary, even if the
imputability and responsibility for an action can be
diminished or sometimes cancelled by ignorance,
inadvertence, duress, fear, inordinate attachments, or
habit.

Called to serve the Lord

acknowledgment or reward. We are called to glorify God alone in all our words and actions, without boasting of
our own strength. This is the great humility and generosity we have been privileged to witness in our Parish
community of Our Lady of Lebanon, especially during major events when we are called to cooperate and
collaborate with one another. Let us strive to be that good soil upon which the Lord is pleased to plant and
nourish many seeds that will eventually bear good fruits. Let us be merciful in bearing with one another as
co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard, for we all belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to all of us.

Carlier this week we offered a Mass of Thanksgiving, followed by a Dinner, for all the volunteers who assisted in
any way throughout 2017 Feast Week. Without your contribution, Feast Week could not have been so fruitful,
both in the spiritual and in the temporal aspects. As a result, we were able to raise funds of $200,000 which will
go toward the repayment of our loan for the building of the Community Youth and Pastoral Centre. Once again,

we thank all who helped make this outcome possible.

In the coming month | wish to inform you of my absence from the Parish, as | depart for Lebanon to visit my
family. Please be assured of my ongoing prayers for each of you, as you continue to support the families and
clergy of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral with your prayers and generosity.

| would like also to remind our parish community to participate in the Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey,
which will be closing on 15 September 2017. The survey may be completed online at: www.surveymonkey.com/
r/maronitesurvey or by obtaining a printed survey form at the Parish.

May the Lord richly bless you and your families in abundance. May our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, intercede for you

always.

Father Tony Sarkis



Message from Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay on Marriage

IDear Brothers and Sisters,

Infew weeks, all Australians will be asked to cast their vote on whether to chanﬁe the

Marriage Act to incItHde same-sex marriage. The postal vote will run from the 12" of
September to the 7 of October 2017.

Many people believe that redefining marriage won’t affect them. Redefining marriage has
far reaching consequences and will affect everybody. It is therefore important that you have
your say by voting.
Kt is unfortunate that the suggested laws will not protect schools, teachers, church agencies
or employees, business owners, and social service organisations from prosecution before the
courts. A redefinition of marriage will have a major impact on freedom of speech and
religion, and a radical change on sex-education in schools.
We strongly believe that every human being is created in the image of God and loved by Him. Because of this,
every man, woman and child has great dignity and worth which can never be taken away. This includes those
who experience same-sex attraction. They must be treated with respect, sensitivity, and love.
"T'he Catholic Church teaches and believes that God is the author of marriage. Christ raised the matrimonial
covenant between man and woman to a sacrament “in which God helps the spouses live out the dignity and
duties of their state” and so work out their salvation with Him.' For these reasons the Church can say that
marriage is not only a natural institution but also ‘holy’.
Bt is our Christian duty over the coming weeks to inform our friends and family about the consequences of
redefining marriage, and letting them know that a vote against changing the definition of marriage is not a vote
against people with same-sex attraction. It is a vote to protect marriage as a unique and sacred union between
one man and one woman and to preserve our religious freedom and protect our rights to free speech.
KFor more information and resources about this topic, | encourage you to visit marriagealliance.com.au .
In Christ’s Love,
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
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reinvigorate your blessed connection. . Eliana Gerges
Joanne Habib



Parish Camera

Thank You Mass & Dinner For The Feast Week’s Volunteers

SOUK Sponsor

ROCK FORM %l Lady Anne
M

Pty Ltd

o2 Sou%d\@

s Bank of Sydney

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

S Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

$5 ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)
133 Parishioners committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,733,614 Units $1,524,227

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

SUITE2/6 MCFARLANE ST MERRYLANDS NSW 2160 For $500 ONLY you can promote
@ @ 02 8004 9165 With over 12 Years in experience your business for the whole month.

we are hers to assist you in your

INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL _ :
\“’" PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING '~ #i: D 0432 376 377 Z”j'ZiZT.i"S f:l?:tly[):u?ziiisﬁess For further details
©0404 631 019 o

Ehaye il =l Email: media@olol.org.au
RAYMOND ISHAK f IRy, e mmise e potential or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au Vi R 224 WWW.AKOURYS.COM.AU



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 27 August: 13' " Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Days Shirley Roumanos Sarkis Samya widow of
the late Youssef Geryes Khoury from Kfarsghab
11:00am 40 DazyshSayed Gerges Zaidan Douaihi from
gharta
5:00pm One year Antoun Semaan El Bayeh from
Kfardlakos
7:00pm One year Peter Taouk from Bcharre

Monday 28" August
10:00am Hasna Roumanos Fayad Koura wife of Hanna
Mohsen Sakr from Hadchit

1:00pm Elias Daoud Moukarzel from Kab Elias
Tuesday 29 August
10:30am  Georgette Challita Ibrahim Harb from Deir Bella
wife of Hanna Kalim Salim from Bouchtoudar
Batroun sympathy on Sunday and Monday 27
and 28 of August from 6:00 to 9:00pm at the
Seniors Room
Wednesday 30 August
5:00pm Souhail Youssef Nehme from Tahweta- Fern
Elchebbek
7:00pm 40 DanShlrIey Saadeh Elkoury Boulos wife of
Joseph Rizk Boutros from Kfarsghab
Saturday 02 September
6:00pm  One year Youssef Toufic Maroun from Kfarsghab

SDundav 03 September: 14" Sunday of Pentecost, Father’s
a

:00am Sodality Mass for All the Fathers
9:30am 40 Days Jamileh Naoum Karam from Beirut
\IC//IldIcle of Charles Iskandar Maatouk from Beit
allat
11:00am 40 Days Marie Mtanios Anisseh widow of late
Boutros Antonios Abi Khattar from Mejdlaya
5:00pm 40 Days Michael Said Moussa from Karem EI

Mohr

Saint Patrick- Guildford
6:00pm Sarkis Youssef Alwan from Aitou died in Lebanon

“The Bible Project”
Thursdays at 7:15pm
English Weekly Catholic Bible Studies in the Seniors Room OLOL CYPC
Led by Mons Shora and Team. All Welcome.
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Announcements

Free Effective Parenting Course “Finding Peace”
Wednesday 30th August 2017
Our Lady of Lebanon’s CYPC at either 9:30am (Arabic) or 7pm (English). For more
information please contact Dr Dima Akik on (02) 8898 1540 or 0406 296 698 or
Mr Elie Asmar on (02) 9633 6600.

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Wednesday 13 September 2017 at 11am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the Rosary followed
by Mass at the altar of Our Lady of Fatima (back of the church)
and then lunch on the 13th day of each month until the end of
the year. Confession will also be available during this time.

SEPT 2017 OLOL Youth Grand Ball

Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Location: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Cost: $100pp or $90pp early bird until 22 September
Amazing food, incredible entertainment!

Come and join us for an unforgettable night!

Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771 or Sally El-Azzi 0434 615 803

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Diana 0431 553 449 or Denise 0413 373 588
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899
el (b gl S Gllis
oall S el anl lias) degs 0l (e gand S
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Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes: Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact the Parish Office: 02 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey
After more than 150 years of Maronite presence in Australia, the first Maronite
Diocesan Assembly will be held from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 November 2017,
in Sydney. To help prepare for this Assembly, under the theme: “Strong in Faith,
Growing in Love”, all Maronites are invited to complete a short survey.
The survey can be accessed online through maronite.org.au or you can collect a
copy from your church. Please return the completed survey to any parish office by
15 September 2017.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Greige Ayrout (B) Gerges, Lamia & Saydeh Bou Said, Assad bou Mayna, Elias & Rachide
Bourchdan (C) Chamel & Rosita Challita (D) (E) Matthew Essey, George & Saydie Elia, Youssef Elia and Family, Mohsen Hayfa & Kabalan El Hayek

Ghabach & Family (H; Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Had
Marcha Jebrine (K) (L

and Family.

(F) (G) Helen George Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub, Bakhos & Marroun Ghabach, Mtanios & Hawa Ghabach, Nazih & Sayde
ad and son Joseph Haddad Joseph David Harradine (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph Asaad &
Youssef Lichaa & Saada Saba(M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses
Departed of Moses Family, Rafka & Fouad Meskineh , Kablan & Nahia Makary Gerges Aboud Makarl Boutros Makari(N) Badwi "Joe Nohra (0) (P) (Q) (R) JamlI
& Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and ‘their son Jose h, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad,
Youssef Michael Shaheen Therese Safadi, Asia & Jamileh Sahyoun T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) Saadallah Younan, Damia Yammine (Z) Boulos Zakhla Raymond Zaouk
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