MARY

Queen of MARTYRS
INTercede fOR us

The Gospel

And Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not
taste death until they see that the kingdom
of God has come with power.”

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did
not know what to say, for they were
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”

Mk 9:1-7

Mary, Queen of Martyrs

Feast Week Continues...

Parish BBQ & Festival Night
Saturday 12 August at 7pm

Family/Fersen Mass & Fun Day
Sunday 13 August from 10:30am - 2:30pm

Feast Day Mass & H’rissi
Monday 14 August at 7pm

for full program
visit www.olol.org.au
or find at church doors.

The Epistle

Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in
letters on stone tablets, came in glory so
that the people of Israel could not gaze at
Moses’ face because of the glory of his face,
a glory now set aside, how much more will
the ministry of the Spirit come in glory? For
if there was glory in the ministry of
condemnation, much more does the
ministry of justification abound in glory!
Indeed, what once had glory has lost its
glory because of the greater glory; for if
what was set aside came through glory,
much more has the permanent come in

Next Sunday’s Readings
v g glory!

Eleventh Sunday
of Pentecost Since, then, we have such a hope, we act
Eph 2: 17-22 with great boldness, not like Moses, who
Lk 19: 1-10 put a veil over his face to keep the people

of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory
that was being set aside. But their minds
were hardened. Indeed, to this very day,
when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since
only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this
very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
over their minds; but when one turns to the
Now, you'\/e Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord

IR RO I is there is freedom.
2 Cor 3:7-17

Prayer of the week

Holy Lord, Thank You for grace.
Please help me move beyond
the hurdles that trip me up and give
me the strength and wisdom
to look up and see the hope
I run toward in Christ.

In Jesus' Name, Amen!

Before, by
yourself, you
couldn't.

Lady, and
with her, how
easy!

St. Josemaria

Escriva

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

SMasses)

, 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Transfiguration

Light from the Word

The Catechism
What is the meaning of the Transfiguration?

Oh the 6" of August the Church celebrates the Feast of
the Transfiguration. Jesus appears in divine splendour
to Peter, James and John, up on a mountain.

The transfiguration scene in Mark’s Gospel replaces
the resurrection appearances that commonly occur at
the end of the other Gospels. Mark did not feel the
need to add an appearance of the Risen Jesus as it was
evident from Jesus’ life and time spent with the disci-
ples that he was a God figure. Jesus’ words and actions,
ministry and healings, could only be of divine essence
and so for Mark, the reader is given this understanding
of the

importance of Jesus, who is God among humans, but
writing about the transfiguration.

In the transfiguration we are given a glimpse into what
life with God is like. It is light, power, beauty. It is such
overwhelming wonder, that Peter says, ‘Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here’ (v5). In the presence of God,
there is peace and a sense we have come home. It is
where we want to be, where we choose to stay, where
we belong.

Yet such a transfiguration is ours fully only when we
have completed our journey on earth. This union with
God fulfils all our heart’s desires and is our source of
hope as we live ‘transfigured’ lives here and now, on

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this Tenth Sunday of Pentecost, we celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord
) he revealed to the three disciples his divinity in a very mysterious
way. Saint John Paul ll, in his Apostolic Letter “On the Most Holy Rosary” in which
he gave the Church five new mysteries, called the Transfi
ar excellence.” The Transfiguration is a foretaste o
1T C before Jesus went to Jerusalem to be
crucified. Pope John Paul Il said that Jesus allowed Peter, James and John to
experience his Transfiguration so “to prepare to experience with him the agony of
the passion, so as to come with him to theIJIOX’ of the resurrection and a life
, Rosarium .Virginis Mariae).

through which

light P |
event in the life of our Lord occurred shortl

transfigured by the Holy Spirit” (John Paul

In this short Gospel passage, we can speak of many symbols. The mountain for
divine-human encounter.
arts of the Old Testament conversed with God
oday they appear conversing with God yet gain in front

example in biblical thought is the natural location fora
In fact, both Moses and_

on Mount Sinai and again /¢
of the disciples. Moses represents the Law and Elijah

Iig'ah in

1£the Glor

Above all the Transfiguration shows forth the Trinity:
“the Father in the voice, the Son in the man Jesus, the
Spirit in the shining cloud” (Saint Thomas Aquinas).
Speaking with Moses and Elijah about his
“departure” (Luke 9:31), Jesus reveals that his glory
comes by way of the cross and he anticipates his
resurrection and his glorious coming “which will change
our lowly body to be like his glorious

body” (Philippians 3:21).

uration “the mystery of
of God. This

_)x @katolik101
1 : h represents the prophets. Brendan Byrne explains to us that
their presence and their conversation with Jesus reinforces what the Transfiguration already displays: that in his
person, the presence of God is interacting with human beings.

Peter offcourse, and as usual, must say something, and was so astonished with what he saw that he somehow

wanted to capture this experience suggesting that three dwelling

laces should be made for Jesus, Moses and

Elijah. What about us today? We who no longer need to witness the Transfiguration because it takes place within
us every time we receive the Lord in the Eucharist. Through the Eucharist, divinity interacts with humanity and
even more so, divinity is united with humanity! The question that we need to ask ourselves is: are we creating an
appropriate dwelling place for Jesus in our hearts? Are we allowing him to transform us so that we can be like

him, a'living sacrament?

To celebrate this ﬁ/lreat Feast, His ExcellencgoBishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay has launched the first Diocesan

Assembly for our Maronite Eparchy after 1
be held at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral

¥ears of presence in Australia. The aim of the Assembly which will
el : ) rom 24 to 26 November, is to discuss ways of improving our
Christian witness and strengthening our church. For this reason, the theme of the Assembly is

Strong in Faith,

Growing in Love.” To help prepare for the Assembly and to be able to better understand the hopes, aspirations,

expectations

announcement for more details.

Feast Week has certainly arrived and we are in full swin
the spiritual, pastoral and social events that are taking

ect: s, and challenges that face the Maronites in Australia, we invite you all to comﬁlete an online survey
which is available through’maronite.org.au or a hard copy can be collected from the church.

Please see the

Please do not miss the opportunity to take part in all
ce. The program has something for everyone, so let us

all join together as one family to pray, socialise and truly live and experience the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Let our prayer be today and always, Mary, Queen of Martyrs, intercede for us!

Father Tony Sarkis



The Power of Faith

Jesus is instantly transfigured, his clothes turn whiter than any white known to
man. Elijah and Moses appear seemingly out of thin air. Clouds sweep in and God
the Father’s voice resonates from them. If these absolutely incredible and almost
indescribable events took place today, right here, before all our very own eyes, \

| think there would be many people saying, is this a trick? How could this happen? Fm.
There must be a logical explanation to all of this! More specifically they will be

asking, how could someone’s clothes just change colour instantly? Or how could |
two people just teleport from another location?
The same question gets raised when we watch a magic show and we think how did |
the magician do that? We try to unravel what was done to work it out, were smoke |
and mirrors used for misdirection? Or maybe multiple assistants? But this was not a [
trick. So what then is the logical explanation?

For some miracles we simply cannot explain the science behind them, there may
very well yet be a logical explanation, however we may never have the ability to
interpret them. | found an example of this one night while | was doing some light reading on quantum physics.
This is what | found.

In the last decade or so, scientists have begun meddling with quantum particles to actually teleport information
across great distances through a process called quantum entanglement. They do not know how it works yet they
are using what they don’t know to their advantage. Quantum entanglement has also permitted scientists to
observe the same atomic particle in two different places at the same time. Albert Einstein discovered the theory
of quantum entanglement prowling deep in the equations of quantum mechanics and even he realised its utter
strangeness. So strange and unexplainable that he described it as “spooky”. Einstein never figured out how it
worked. And we probably never will.

Quantum physics has in some way reassured me that the miracle of bi-location (the ability to be in two different
places at the same time) is possible. St Anthony of Padua, St John Bosco, St Padre Pio and more saints were gifted
with this ability.

Qur faith involves us in believing phenomenal events such as the ones in today’s gospel. Events that we may
never be able to explain how they can logically happen, however we should have the faith that no matter what
science can or cannot prove, God has the power to do it all.

N
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Teens Corner

70 begin the term, Years 7-9
oined together in a game of
rust and teamwork as their

strength and faith were

tested with a simple game.

This would flow seamlessly

d into Subdeacon Danny’s tal

which explained the beauty
and importance of the Mass
as we put our trust and

] faith in Christ. Not only did

=4 he focus on the overarching
meaning of this weekly

) ceremony that we attend,
but also emphasised the smallest of details. This
ranged from the order in which the priest blesses the
altar and people with the incense, to the exact
moment that the bread and wine become the body
and blood of Christ.

Week 2 saw us return back to our own classes as.

Xear 7 were set to learn all about ‘Married and Single
q

[ g IR | |
- SRR

-

ife.” Now, while the topic of married life may seem

uite premature for these 13 and 14 year olds, it
turned out to be immensely beneficial as the focus
was placed on Jesus’ first miracle at the Wedding at
Cana_ and the three characteristics that make
marriage a mirror of God’s covenant with His people.
The break however took an unexpected turn with
the young §entlemar_1 and women of the class
explaining the qualities they look for in a future
s’?ouse! ut for the moment, the only commitments
the teens should have, is their textbooks and of
course their faith!
god Bless you all and have a lovely week!

Charbel Dagher

k two very successful events,

Christopher El-Bazouni

Youth Corner

From a quiet month, to a
somewhat normal month,
there’s always something to
do with the Youth. In the
past month we have held

State of Origin Game 3, and
our Youth Bowling Night.
State of Origin brought in
large crowds of Youth, one of our biggest Origin events in
a while. It was smiles all around as we sat around bonfires,
ate snacks, and watched the game on the big screen. The
only downside, Queensland won. Bowling night was like
no other. Many of the youth had the opportunity to
experience the fun, competitive side of our clergy, while
some of us were destroyed by Father Tony’s amazing
bowling skills (me). With July done and dusted, we
prepare ourselves for one of the busiest times in our
church. Feast Week is COMING!! For those of you who
haven’t had the joy of experiencing Our Lady Feast Week,
this year is the best time to do so. Therethwi I bqha Novena
for Our Lady held every night from the 5 to 13" of August
as well as a mass to celebrate the Feast Day of Australia’s
verK own, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. For the first time
in the while, the MYO will be hosting the English Faith Talk
by Bishop Richard Umbers (who is amazing with memes)
and who can forget the Annual Free Youth BBQ this
Sunday the 6™ of August. We hope to see you all there,
participating in the joys of Feast Week.

our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Intercede for Us!

Joanne Elias
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Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

( 0
Ut NDMM\E“‘

1kour

: |
Taxation & Accounting 1\ Iul i 4 HEm)w ( 3 ;
SUITE2/6 MCFARLANE ST MERRYLANDS NSW 2160 \ (’f, i | I V | r
@ 02 8004 9165 With over 12 Years in experience 1‘ PLUMBING SDLUTIDNSE‘T‘: p j’,’

we are hers to assist you in your INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | FIESlDENTIAI.
business and taxation needs.

o o e« | PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING *
0 0432376 377 T A ‘00404 631 01 Sl UQuID WaSTE SPECIALISTS
PR RAYMOND ISHAK P 1300141315
N4 WWW.AKOURYS.COM.AU \L\“/ www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au ) www.envirowaste.com.au




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 6 August: 10th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of the
Tranfiguration of Our Lord
8:00am The livings and departed of the members of

Sodality
11:00am The Livings and Departed of Mazraat El Tefah for

the Feast of St Doumit offered by Mazraat El Tefah

Association
5:00pm One Year Kamleh Amine Bechara widow of the

late Elias Rizkallah Bechara from Blouza
6:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)
7:00pm Youth Celebration Mass followed by free BBQ
Monday 7 August
6:00pm Sodality of the Immaculate Conception Mass

followed by Cocktail at the Community Centre - Level 1
7:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)

Tuesday 8 August: Feast of Saint Mary Mackillop
11:00am Seniors and Faith Mass followed by Luncheon at
the Church Hall

6:00pm Marie Jamil Rizk Rahme wife of Nadim Mansour
Elkhoury Rahme and Nawal Youssef Sukkar wife
of Tony Samuel Rahme from Becharre (died in Lebanon)
7:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)
7:30pm  Spirituel Talk: “Marian Announcements”

presented by Fr Dr Nayef Zeinaty organised by
Family of Divine Word
Wednesday 9 August
7:00am, 8:45am, 5:30pm and 7:00pm Masses
6:30pm Novena and Rosary (English)
8:00pm English Faith Talk presented by Bishop Richard Umber
Thursday 10 August
7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm Masses
7:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)
8:00pm Adoration and Procession of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday 11 August
7:00am, 8:45am and 6:00pm Masses
7:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)
8:00pm Spiritual Concert
8:00pm Movie Night “Our Lady of Fatima” hosted by Fersen & Teens
Saturday 12 August
7:30am and 6:00pm Masses
5:00pm Novena and Rosary
7:00pm AnnualParich GRQ.8 Fesvel Nk il e kefrBie S Ene:
Sunday 13 August
8:00am Mass for the intentions of sinners and the sick followed by
breakfast at the Senior’s Room for the Centenary apparitions
of the Virgin Mary at Fatima
9:30am Family and Fersen Mass followed by Rides & Free Sausage Sizzle
11:00am One Year Yamen Boutros Germanos wife of Mtanios Jebrine
Yaacoub from Karm el Mohr
2:30pm Feast for Our Lady of Zgharta offered by Zgharta Assocaition
5:00pm 40 Day Michael George Alam from Daraya
6:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)
Monday 14 August: Eve of the Feast of the Assumption
7:00pm Solemn Mass of the Assumption celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed by H'Rissi & Lebanese
Sweets and Entertainment

Tuesday 15 August: Feast of the Assumption
7:00am, 8:45am, 11:00am and 6:00pm Masses

Announcements

Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey

After more than 150 years of Maronite presence in Australia, the first Maronite
Diocesan Assembly will be held from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 November 2017, in
Sydney. To help prepare for this Assembly, under the theme: “Strong in Faith,
Growing in Love”, all Maronites are invited to complete a short survey. The survey
can be accessed online through maronite.org.au or you can collect a copy from
your church. Please return the completed survey to any parish office by

15 September 2017.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, ma II the falthful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely i |n Your Lovmg embrace for all eternlty e MpeC|aII\6those we Pray for:
arted souls, All the | o uls, All the faithful departed, Hanna Azar, R & ond Anjoul Elas 0|ne Bchara, Maroun, Deebeh, Elias, amza
adwa Bou , Francis Ben a in, May Barakat (C) Betros El Khour Ihoub Famllyrl:l?) % ﬂ ? y Matthew Ess gy ylounlr El Bazouni (F) Elias
Fran is & Fami y aa ér Franci (G)H nG o e, Maji eorge Co Ieen |ne eor%f'e Gha Ghallou ( AnlsJamll Ha e & Martha Jamil
ad, DrJjim ad, Ma dl e &P ddad an son os %'h radine, Mariam e moz, nna %ge aW| oussef ady
1] Yousse &G anagljé Y e Hanne oura Ne me AUJanlaK attar biab HaW| ;LIC aa Famllles?f\/l T &rese Mélhem, Boutros
o ra Moussa and their augh e ki, Semaan & Karlme ri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony armah oses, Departed of Moses Family, Shmouni
Bazounl Massoud, Hami eor e Masrl (N Bad i Joe Nohra (O, z Q) fR?Jamll & Labibi Roum nus, Raymond & Etour Romangs and tthIr son J?s%ph Milia
Bou Raidan, Rouhana Rahme, a|ne Rahme, Rahme Families (S) Sauls in Pur; géator\ﬁ, Bout aSassme Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael S
George Sakr, Therese Safadi, Lawrence Maurice Stanton, Sleiman Salman (UI') ara ansa Adele Wehbe, Hanane Wahibé, Tannous Wadiaa v??z'?
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