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ANNOUNCEMENT
TO ZECHARIAH

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly
account of the events that have been fulfilled among
us, just as they were handed on to us by those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word, | too decided, after investigating
everything carefully from the very first, to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
so that you maK know the truth concerning the
things about which you have been instructed.

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a

priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them
were righteous before God, living blamelessly
according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. But they had no children, because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in
years. Once when he was serving as priest before
God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by

Brothers and sisters,
For the promise that he would inherit the world
did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation. For this reason it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many nations”) in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he

lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to Next Sunday’s Readings | pelieved that he would become “the father of
enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Announcement many nations,” according to what was said, “So
Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole to Mary numerous shall your descendants be.”

assembly of the people was praying outside. Then Gal 3: 15-22 . . . . .
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing al 5: 1>° He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
at the right side of the altar of incense. When Lk 1: 26-38 own body, which was already as good as dead (for
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear . he was about a hundred years old), or when he
overwhelmed him. Pat[ence, considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, distrust made him waver concerning the promise
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife raver of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him P Y glory to God, being fully convinced that God was

able to do what he had promised. Therefore his
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written

John. You will have#oy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of and
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink;

even before his birth he will be filled with the Hol 3 A v

Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel toy S[lence, not for his sake alone, byt fo_r ours also. |t.WI|| be
the Lord their God. Wit%_the spirit and power of reckoned to us who believe in him who raised
Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the over to death for our trespasses and was raised for
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people our justification.

prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel,
‘How will | know that this is so? For | am an old man,

Rom 4: 13-25

and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel

Ceplied, o Gabrier [ sandon he presoncaor | Strength O IR
God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to
brlnE you this good news. But now, because you did soul. Father,

not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their Your love is as wide as the oceans, as deep

time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until
as the sea and as tall as the heavens.

the day these things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, May your spirit rise like a mighty wave and
come and those who areill.

and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When
he did come out, he could not speak to them, and
they realised that he had seen a vision in the
sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained
unable to speak. When his time of service was
ended, he went to his home. After those days his
wife Efizabeth conceived, and for five months she
remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the
Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on
me and took away the disgrace | have endured
among my people.”

You are the water of life,
You are a fresh spring,
You are healing rain to all those
who are in need. Come Lord!
Amen!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the words The Catechismy
ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH ‘WHAT IS PRAYER?

So we commence our journey to Christmas in our ) . What is prayer?
Maronite Lectionary. Over the next few Sundays the  Prayer is the lifting up of our minds and hearts to God.

Sﬁfﬁ <l éofassja;gsiss.wn_:_:;at? | t(?uer evf%rétusslea;ﬂr:]gs up;ot 0 :EZ Let us lift up our hearts with our hands to the Lord in the

Announcement to Zechariah. This story is told just before heavens. (Lamentations 3:41)
the announcement to Mary. Yet Zechariah’s response is

very different to Mary’s and to Elizabeth. Let’s take a '

closer look. -
Zechariah belonged to a priestly order and was chosen

‘to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense’ (v9). :

So we are in the Temple, the dwelling place of Yahweh,

and we have a ‘holy man’ at prayer.

When Zechariah sees the angel ‘he was terrified; and
fear overwhelmed him’ (v12). Zechariah was not pre-
pared for God’s glory and was unable to be at peace,
even though the angel reassures him, ‘Do not be afraid,
Zechariah’ (v13). The angel tells Zechariah the good news
that he will become a father, but Zechariah remains
incredulous, stating, ‘How will | know that this is so? For |
am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years’ (v18).
As a result of his disbelief he is struck mute, but God’s
words will come to be..

Elizabeth’s response is in contrast to Zechariah, who Why do we pray?
rather than doub'aand fe?]r, chr?se in.:,jteﬁd tg accefpt and We pray:
rejoice saying, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me . " )
when he looked favourably on me and took away the 1. to adore God, EXpressing t? ""”.‘ (}ur Iov.e and loyalty;
disgrace | have endured among my people’ (v25). _ 2. to thank Him for His favors;

3. to obtain from Him the pardon of our sins and the
Elizabeth was open and receptive to God’s unexpected remission of their punishment;

plans. We will see next week how Mary’s response also
contrasts with Zechariah. For now we pray to be ] ]
accepting and welcoming of the turn of events that God Watch and pray, that you may not enter into temptation.

brings to our lives. Amen (Matthew 26:41)
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word,
A PROFOUND RESONATING SILENCE

Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today we begin our journey to Christmas. The birth of our Lord is certainly one of the most joyful Seasons in the
life of the Church. Today’s Gospel speaks to us about the visit of the angel Gabriel to Zechariah and next week’s
Gospel speaks to us about the visit of the angel Gabriel to Mary. It is in these two announcements that we are
faced with the Theology of contradictions. Even though Zechariah was a priest who believed, he was weak in
faith. He symbolises the Old Testament. Mary on the other hand was young but strong in faith. She represents
and symbolises the New Testament, the new beginning. Mary responded with great joy and enthusiasm and her
“Yes” continues to resonate today. On the other hand Zechariah’s doubt brought him into a deep silence which
also resonated and continues to resonate till this day.

4. to ask for graces and blessings for ourselves and others.

This profound resonating silence allowed Zechariah to contemplate the great mystery of God and think more
carefully about God’s will for his life. Through his silence he was able to discover God, so much so that when John
was born he cried out with joy and enthusiasm (in the same way that Mary did) “God is compassionate”. If we
contemplate on this for a moment, we realise how important silence is in our lives. If we make an effort to be
silent and listen, we give ourselves the opportunity to discover many beautiful things. We start listening to what
others have to say, we start listening to our own internal thoughts and emotions but most importantly through
all of this we listen to what God has to say. Silence allows us to sift through our thoughts and discern what is
important and what is superfluous. Silence allows us to make the right decisions so that when we do speak, our
words resonate the voice of God.

On Saturday four men who have been discerning and listening to God’s voice were ordained to the Sub-
diaconate. Three of them are from our parish, Ron Hassarati, Robert Albayeh and Charbel Dib. All of them, like
Zechariah are married. It is wonderful that we can continue this beautiful tradition in our Church and it is truly a
blessing. Ron is a father of three and has been serving with Monsignor Shora in the Hills Parochial District. Ron
has been a teacher for many years at the Maronite College of the Holy Family. Robert is a father of three and is
very passionate about helping and showing mercy to all those in need. He has been working with the homeless
for many years and is the coordinator of our parish charity group, Heaven on Earth. Charbel is a father of two and
has served many committees in this parish including Fersen. He is currently working as Resource Coordinator at
the Institute of Mission for the Catholic Diocese of Parrmatta. Robert Albayeh and Charbel Dib will be serving
here at Our Lady of Lebanon. On behalf of all the priests and parishioners, | would like to congratulate them and |
ask you all to pray for them as they begin this new phase of their journey.

Father Tony Sarkis


https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjogZ3nj5bQAhWDmpQKHRtxAVcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fanglicanpastor.com%2Fcategory%2Fprayer%2F&psig=AFQjCNEdBk79EmIoj7Sfvop4bH9FaB-iLg&ust=1478590122669268

Article of the Week
SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS BIRTH

. Today begins the first Season of the Liturgical Year, known as The Season of the Glorious
Liturgical Calendar Cycle Birth. This Season begins with the Announcement to Zachariah, followed by the

Announcement to Mary, Birth of John the B:y:)tist, Revelation to Joseph, Genealogy of
Jesus, Birth of the Lord and concludes with Finding of Jesus in the Temple. Today’s gospel
reflects how we can sometimes struggle to have faith in God and what he has willed for us.

In the Maronite Season leading up to Christmas we prepare ourselves for the Birth of our
Lord. It is important to note that the Maronite calendar is different to that of the Roman
Catholic Calendar. While the Roman Catholics prepare for Christmas with a lead up of 4
weeks, Maronite's begin preparing for the birth of our Lord today and the season is 7
weeks long. There are many differences between the two traditions of these churches. It is
important to understand the richness of our own tradition and teach this to our children.

Each gospel moves us through events which occurred leading up to Jesus’ birth. Maronite
Mass is rich in that each mass is different, there are different prayers depending on the
season. Simply, by listening in church we are studying the Bible through not only the
Gospel and Epistle readings but also the hymns that we chant. If we pay attention to
today’s mass and mass throughout this week we will notice many hymns about Zachariah’s
experience with the Angel Gabriel.

Today’s Psalm reflects the Gospel and teaches us further about it.

To the Priest Zachariah, Gabriel, the angel, came bringing news of an infant, saying “John
will be his name.” Zachariah was awestruck and his heart could not believe. He was filled
with great wonder, could his barren wife conceive?

The mass often gives us a lesson on typology (the relationship of the Old Testament to the New Testament). Here we learn
how the events we know very well in the New Testament were prophesied in the Old Testament. Today’s Hymn titled ‘That
Most Awesome Mystery’ depicts this.

Hear Isaiah’s prophecy: John, the herald of the truth, the prophesy of Isaiah is as follows, A voice cries out: “In the
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3)

Isaiah has prophesied that someone will come before Christ to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’. Today, through the
announcement to Zachariah it is revealed that the prophecy will be fulfilled.

| encourage you to listen carefully to the words of the different hymns throughout this season and any other seasons. There
is a lot to learn from the Maronite mass and we should be grateful for our unique tradition

Blessed season of the Glorious Birth.

Christina Maksisi

ersenw Corner
Youth Cormer

Last month the OLOL
Youth Executive
members celebrated 18
months into their term 2
year term. To mark this
celebration, we
organised a team night
that comprised of mass,
followed by a fun night
of bowling. We broke up
into 2 groups and played
2 rounds of bowling. The
top 3 of each group
progressed into the
‘Champions’ round, with
the bottom 3 qualifying to the ‘less fortunate’ round. The
winner of each group in Round 2 received a major
prize. After two competitive but friendly rounds of
On Tuesday 8th of November Fersen continued their  bowling the deserving winners were Charbel Bou Daher

weekly tradition of visiting a family and praying the and Anthony Layoun.

Rosary to honour Mother Mary. We were joined by our Youth Chaplain, Fr Raphael who
expressed his gratitude for all the hard work that each
member has put in over the past 1.5 years and hoped that
this would continue over the next period.

This week’s Prayer took place at the Sleiman

residence. It was a J.OY to Se? famlllgs LTI It was great to see that the leaders of our youth take a
to pray for their intentions. It is also truly a night "off duty" to enjoy each other’s company and
wondrous thing to see children engaged in deep continue to build on strong friendships. Something that
meaningful prayer. was very evident was the joy of each and everyone of the

Executive team as they spent a few hours together in a
social scene. It has been a big 18 months with a lot of great
God Bless. achievements. We thank God for this strength to serve
and pray that this joy continues over the next 6 as we
carry on serving the youth of Our Lady.

Eliana Gerges John-Claude Tadros



Youth Soccer

Finals
ORDRE
DES C::;IES \ ™ .
AU LIBAN o ) _ B Seniors Mass
< 1 and Lunch

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.
ONLY a week For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMlaroun)

ichi : Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,884,284 Units $1,554,044
133 Parishioners committed E $ nits $

J X s ; {,3;; Podiatry Clinic
‘\ &S \ = X ® Foot & Nail Treatment @ Callus / Corns /
THIS 1S SENDING MONEY Ingrown Toe Nails

TO LOVED ONES

/ RO torea: ocation or sond ® Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment
online at we: X i
Customer Se! . .

® Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs

® Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

(peddl) Balee B HBUSY T 2> H1yg ¥ (o sILD) pllaally (addtl dylic

Interested in becoming part of See your GP for Medicare subsidy

the Community Business Bl ESueds 1alyld
Network Page? AU Sladsl deds se :
For $500 ONLY you can promote your 6 G950 duido dud p> g AGH(E dyliay (il JSLhe ot Aspectucutor theti

Ya Zaman Performers from Our La

bUSinESS for the WhOIe month' “‘ﬁ“’ U"L'h" 0"“)‘“ )\SJ-U-“ 4433 Friday 9 and Saturdnyml)eteml;e :
o Whitlam Theatre, Revesby Wor.
For further details gite 4 :
Email: media@olol.org.au | LB, Y ' Y
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

Tickets: $50 per adult / $25 per child

proudysupportedty SEHOLDMARK v | LU M workersclub



FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &5,‘“9\ LAWK
Sunday 13 November: Announcement to Zechariah LS5 Bl i s S s VY aad)

11:00am 40 Day George Lichaa Daher from Bkerkacha
5:00pm 40 Day Badiaa Ibrahim from Beit Millat widow of

Ll (e alia il zsa asaal) sl V) ies
saall o)l e Can 0e aabd Aass Bagaall el O:e
the late Daas Ibrahim from Dahr Layssini ¢ (m
ealll Jea (e byl (ules

Saturday 19 November:
6:00pm One Year Tannous Ghaleb Joseph from Kfarsghab ‘cf'&‘ O 19 o)
Clia)€ o iy e (ugila agmpall Al 120
Sunday 20 November: Announcement to Mary

11:00am Mass celebrated for the late Pierre Amine Gemayel o yind) Bl aal =L}Jm\ 3 20 aaY)

and all the Lebanese Martyrs and Peace in Lebanon . . .
Y G il ehagh ganns dseadl (el asmsall A5 e (B V)2

offered by Lebanese Kataeb Party - Sydney .
e — Al (AN e il b DL

5:00pm 40 Day Salwa Hawchab Ibrahim Geagea from

Becharre widow of the late Afif Bou Jaoude from Aol (i e (e g pih) Qi olu Aagmyall oyl 02
Jouret El Ballout Ll 8)5a (e Basa 5 e asaal)
St Patrick, Guildford Guildford el o

6:00pm Ferial Kerbaj from Baalbak wife of Mansour Saad Dyl £ (e dans e dng e e LS dd sl i s

(cd b 38855e)

CHRISTMAS LIGHT DONATIONS

Help light up and make our church grounds beautiful this Christmas by donating any unwanted working fairy lights.

'\’,'ﬁ';ﬁk‘,:}i,”,};f;;“,f,{;,i“;}s Give an Extra Hour to God

Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy fortnightly
FRIDAY 9 & SATURDAY 10 AT 7.30PM ; i ;
10.30am - 11.30am to help our children participate in the Sunday
WHITLAM THEATRE, REVESBY WORKERS CLUB Liturgy of the Word. Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787
FOR TICKETS: CONTACT 02 8831 0000
NOV 2016 Walk with Christ Annual Procession

[ Nov 2016 | “The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies Sun 20 November 2016

Led by Mons Shora and Team Buses available from OLOL Harris Park $10 per seat
Thursday’s at 7pm in the Seniors Room. All Welcome For further information, please contact Josette 0414 366 061

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Youth & Teens Events Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 E fortnieht if Acti.vir;ci;as {)on_' Seniors . q .
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 very fortnight it you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203 call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899

i i Ll (B ol s cillalis
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190 Sl ) ol o] ngs ol s S
s COMACCVS EVENYS | ] VIAIYARS doly Juail) 5 EAMA YA B o o sy Jlos)
Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758 [ R P z

Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

[ DEC 2016 | Faith & Light International Day for People With Different Abilities
Sunday 4 December 2016 from 11am - 3pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Church Hall
The day includes 11am Mass celebrated by his Excellency Bishop Taraby, followed by lunch and entertainment.
For more details contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010

MARONITE SERVICES

from Kornet El Hamra (died in Lebanon)

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre For Teens 12-18 years and their families. s Py
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or P Isr}/c:urfamgl!\glm.p?s::ledkby addictions?
Under 18s only with adult supervision Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 sychologlsts & Social Wor e.rs can assist you
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples For mformanon contact: 9633 2900
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899 The Carers meeting will take place on TBA at 10:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
: Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
Ly"}' %) be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi (B) Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph
; Saad Boutros, Elias Bechara Antoine Bechara Maroun Bou Melhem, Dibby Bou Melhem, Elias Bou Melhem, Ramze Bou Melhem (C) Boutros
] Khoury Challoub and his wife Asma and their son Youssef (D) (E) (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Helen
. ; George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) () (K)
Karam Antonios Karam, Youssef Kabboura, Hanneh Kabboura, Marie Kabboura (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros &
\g Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Marmah Moses, Deceased of Moses Family, Youssef Maroun and his
Y W|fe Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri, Hamid George Masri (N) (O) (P) Souls in Purgatory) & ; Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus,
aymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,

Matilda Abboud Sadek (T) (U) (V) (W) Adal Wehbe (Y) (2)
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