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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 23 October 2016
THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. In
the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money.

After a long time the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them. Then the one who
had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, | have made
five more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
two talents; see, | have made two more talents.’
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a
few things, | will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’

Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow,
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so |
was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and
gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and on
my return | would have received what was my own
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give
it to the one with the ten talents.

For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Mt 25: 14-30

Season of the Glorious Cross
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE GLORIOUS
CROSS

Rom 12:9-21
Mt 25: 31-46

Next Sunday’s Readings

www.olol.org.au

THE EPISTLE

My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the Spirit
should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.
Take care that you yourselves are not tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you
will fulfil the law of Christ. For if those who are
nothing think they are something, they deceive
themselves.

All must test their own work; then that work,
rather than their neighbour’s work, will become a
cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.
Those who are taught the word must share in all
good things with their teacher.

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you
reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if
you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life
from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing

leave

nothing

given:

what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we
do not give up. So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and
especially for those of the family of faith.

Gal 6: 1-10

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Loving God, in your Divine justice,
be merciful to us poor sinners as we
to use our talents for your greater glory.
Many times we serve our
but with your help in detaching from
self-love, may we hear your voice:

Amen!

Month
of the
Holy Rosary

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechism
MAKING GOOD USE OF MONEY 'WHAT TO DO AFTER CONFESSION?

Let’s see if we can interpret the Parable of the Talents, which is What should we do after confessing our sins?

this Sunday’s Gospel passage, in a different way. After confessing our sins, we should answer truthfully any
Currently there are two popular ways to understand the  9uestion t_he priest asks, seek adV!C_e if we feel that we
parable. The first is the call to use your talents wisely as the  nheed any, listen carefully to the spiritual instruction and

one with the five talents and the one with the two talents did. counsel of the priest, and accept the penance he gives us.
The slave who received the one talent did nothing with it and

so is frowned upon. Often we interpret this parable to mean we

must use our talents/gifts and not be lazy. What should we do when the priest

is giving us absolution?
When the priest is giving us absolution,
we should say from our heart the act of contrition in a

The second and more contemporary interpretation is that the
one who refused to trade the one talent was actually doing the
right thing because he knew this money had come from

dishonest means and so he refused to trade and make more tone to be heard by him.
talents simply in order to make the master more richer and
powerful. He refused to collude with an unjust system. What should we do after leaving the confessional?

Now let’s take another view of this parable. Let’s focus on the After leaving the confessional we should return thanks to
talents (money) given. The first two slaves double their talents. God for the sacrament we have received, beg Our Lord to
They ‘traded with them’ (v16) but we are not told with what supply for the imperfections of our confession, and

they traded! The servant with the one talent hides the money.
So a few questions arise here. Did this servant hide the money promptly and devoutly perform our penance.

because he was alarmed at how the two were trading —
possibly illegally and with high risk? Or did he hide it because
he was simply too lazy? Either way the bigger question is —
what can be done with money?

When we are given money we can use it wisely or foolishly.
Many of course will want to profiteer from money that comes
their way, while others save it for a rainy day, and then there
are others who whittle it away.

The lesson to learn today from this parable is what can we do
with talents/money that is given to us? What is the best way
we can use money, not only to further ourselves in life, or our
benefactors, but more so, how can we trade our money to
contribute positively to the world? Amen !
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF P PENANCE

The Servant’s Word,
AT THE SERVICE OF THE KINGDOM

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

As with all the Gospel passages of this Season, this week’s parable teaches us how to live responsibly so that we
can secure our place at the banquet of our Lord in his Father’s Kingdom. Each one of us is bestowed with talents
and there is no difference between those who receive more and those who receive less. We all receive according
to our capacity; however, the important thing is that we place these talents at the service of the Kingdom. Unlike
the third servant who was afraid and did nothing with his talent, we mustn’t be complacent and idle. This servant
did nothing, gained nothing but ended up losing everything. The key message of this parable does not lie in the
talents per say, but rather in the way that we responsibly live our relationship with God. The Kingdom is at risk
and the one who does not want to run risks will lose the Kingdom.

Seven people who definitely used their talents in the service of the Kingdom were canonised by the Church last
Sunday. Especially in difficult times, our Lord always seems to respond by sending us signs that reinforce the fact
that sanctity is attainable and that his Father’s Kingdom is at hand. Frenchman Salomone Leclerq and Mexican
José Sanchez del Rio were martyrs. The former was decapitated during the French Revolution, and the latter was
killed at age 14 in the midst of t¥|e Cristero War in Mexico in 1928.The Italian priests Lodovico Pavoni and Alfonso
Maria Fusco were famous for their unconditional service to children, orphans, and the poor in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. Elizabeth of the Trinity was a Carmelite nun and a French mystic who died at age 26
around the same period. José Gabriel del Rosario Brochero, known as "the Gaucho priest,” was famous for
traveling around rural Argentina riding a mule, helping the sick and the destitute. The most recent saint of the
group is the Spaniard Manuel Gonzalez Garcia. This pious priest breathed new air into the devotion to the
Eucharist in mid-twentieth century Spain. These consecrated men and women are symbols in the Church of how
our vocation can be placed at the service of the Kingdom leading us to sanctification. At a time when our Church
and consecrated life is beinﬁ persecuted from all angles of society, the canonisation of these saints comes at a
timely moment to remind the world of the importance of vocations to the Church and to society. This is a
wonderful blessing for all of us.

On a parish note, last week, we commemorated anti-poverty week by holding a car wash and lots of fun activities
in the bottom car park to raise funds for Heaven on Earth. Heaven on Earth have been doing an excellent job
helping the homeless in Sydney, supporting newly arrived refugees along with various missions in Fiji, Lebanon
and the Middle East. It was a wonderful experience for the Heaven on Earth volunteers who really encapsulated
the family spirit of the day. These volunteers are great examples of how we can use our talents at the service of
the Kingdom! Let us all support them in their very important work.

Father Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week

USING OUR TALENTS WISELY

When we hear the word talent we can very easily make the

Your talent association with a sports star or a musician or someone who
possess a unique intellectual ability. Sometimes it is easy for us to

view the extraordinary talents of others and think that because
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However this is a false ideology, it is simply not true. Each and
every person has been blessed with a unique ability to do
something extraordinary. We all may not have the basketball
ability of Lebron James, the soccer ability of Cristiano Ronaldo or
the football ability of Jarryd Hayne, however each person,
especially those baptised in to the Body of Christ, the Church, has
a talent which is meant to be discovered and used as a
participation in the mission of the Church, to bring about the
Kingdom of Christ.

){?

In today’s gospel, two of the servants used their talents wisely while another buried it and refused to see the
value in it. For us as followers of Christ in 2016, let us not follow the example of the slave who hid his talent;
rather let us be courageous in using our talents for the good of each other. If you are reading this and feel that
you still don’t know what your talents might be, | encourage you to spend time in prayer with today’s gospel
passage, and ask our gracious God to reveal to you in your prayers how you can best use the gifts he has given
you. With this in mind may our prayer be;

Merciful Father, we ask that you may reveal to us our strengths and abilities, our talents. May these talents you
have blessed us with be used for the love and service of You and Your people. Amen

Charbel Dib
s/ J
Fersen Corner Senior’sy Corner
ANNUAL CONSECRATION SENIORS COMMUNITY
THE ANNUAL FERSEN AL ADRA CONSECRATION The Senior's Committee welcomes back our spiritual
Date: Sunday 13th of November leader Father Bernard who was greatly missed. Together
Time: 9:30am Mass with our precious seniors we celebrated Holy Mass then
Followed by a presentation of Certificates and  shared lunch whilst we were entertained by the beautiful
Celebration in the Church Hall. voice of Mrs Myriam Dib Nasr, it was a beautiful day.

The Word ‘Consecration’ means the solemn
dedication to a special purpose or service.

Fersen Consecration is where Fersen Al Adra
Children, Years 3 to 6 whom have had their First
Holy communion take a solemn vow to being A
Knight of Mary. This is through the patronage of her
Son Jesus Christ and his Holy Church.

If Your Child has not been registered for

Consecration, Please Contact Eliana on 0421 740 115 We'd like to thank our precious priests Father Youhanna

| and Father Youwakim for their guidance during
God Bless you! Father Bernard's absence.

Lamia El-Bacha Sonia Abi-Rached
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PARISH CAMERA

Sister Margaret's course:
A Women in the Gospel,
= Class 1 of 4

Human Rosary

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments. Are available at the Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop (IMaroun)

133 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,884,284 Units $1,554,044

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE
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Fmd your nearest location or send
online at westernunion.com.au
Customer Service 1800 501 500
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DR DOMIT AZAR

Specialist Eye Surgeo

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Dis'e?e,g
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

A al) IS5 (0 gae da) p Alass
Phone (02) 9718 3449

SECOND

‘HEMIC PARRAMATTA
!:!'.,'E'..".','..'?.T MEGASTORE

Wik OPEN
LVL 1 FOODCOURT N ow

96738056

PROPRIETORS ELIAS WEHBE, NAZHA FADDOUL

Interested in becoming part of
the Community Business
Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can
promote your business for the whole month.

For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1510



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 23 October: 6th Sunday of the Glorious Cross
9:30am Samir Chahid Makary from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm Sonia Sbeit from Mireh wife of Antoine Zakhya Douaihy
from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 25 October:

10:30am Funeral Madelena Hanna Beaini from Mejdlaya wife of
Solomon Boutros Bahri Michael from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 26 October:

7:00pm 40 Day Joe Michael Shaheen from Kfarsghab

Saturday 29 October:

6:00pm 40 Day Queenie Rizkallah Tannous Khoury widow of the
late Nkoula Jabbour Nicholas from Kfarsghab

Sunday 30 October: 7th Sunday of the Glorious Cross

11:00am 40 Day Joseph Antoun Mokdassi from Zgharta
5:00pm All the livings and departed of Kfarfou and Toula for the

feast of St Asia offered by Kfarfou and Toula Associations

POSITION AVAILABLE AT 5 LOAVES CAFE
Weekend experienced Coffee Barista
To apply, please contact Diane on 0450 263 511

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Give an Extra Hour to God
Volunteers needed for 11am Sunday Children’s Liturgy fortnightly
10.30am - 11.30am to help our children participate in the Sunday Liturgy of the Word.
Contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787

UNIT FOR RENT
Address: 4/58 Alice St, Harris Park NSW
RECENTLY RENOVATED - new Kitchen, new Bathroom,
new Carpet and freshly painted.
For more information contact Blue Print Real State on 9890 4005

NOV 2016 MYO Hunter Valley Trip
Sun 13 November 2016 at 7:30am for bus departure from OLOL
Cost: $50pp - trip will include wine tasting at 2 wineries and enjoy a BBQ lunch

in the Hunter Valley Gardens. Arrive back at OLOL before 7pm Mass.

NoV 2016 | Family Spiritual Day Out

LocT2016]  English Faith Formation Course on Women in the Gospels
Continues Mon 24 October at 7pm in CYPC (Seniors Room) led by Sr Margaret

[ocT 2016 | “The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies

Led by Mons Shora and Team
Thursday’s at 7pm in the Seniors Room. All Welcome

Sun 27 November 2016 from 8:30am - 4:30pm
The day will include Family Mass, speakers, activities, morning tea & lunch
Location: St Joseph’s conference centre 64 Mackillop Drive, Baulkham Hills
Cost: Adults 545, Teens (aged 12-17) $35 & Children (under 12) $20
To register email ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com or text Lillian Mawad 0414935303 or
Sonia Baltasar 0402404247 Registration & placement is essential as places are limited!
Closing date 1 Nov 2016!

Youth & Teens Events

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

...........................................................................................................................................

Seniors Events

Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Adult Events

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

[CocT2016 ]

The Diocesan Faith & Light Committee invites you to the
celebration of the First Holy Communion for People with Special Needs celebrated by His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Sun 30 October 2016 at 2pm at St Joseph’s Church, Croydon

MARONITE

SERVICES

—

With the blessing of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, MaroniteCare will be conducting its first annual appeal during the month of
October to coincide with Mental Health Month. The appeal will be carried out through little money boxes which we request that you take home
to save your coins in. Please bring them back to your parish at the end of the month. Funds raised will

counselling services of MaroniteCare. Your donation may be tax-deductible. For more information, p

%o towards enhancing the charitable and
ease contact Subdeacon Danny Nouh.

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

The Carers meeting will take place on 8 November 2016 at 10:30am
on the Ground floor of the CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,
be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Prayﬁ for:

A) All deE{)arted_souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Abdalla, Zakie, Elias Ayoub, Moussa Abdou Akel & Adelet Akel (B) Raymous &
a0, Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros (C) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (D&€ Huguette Michael Elias and her parents in law, Gerges Said
§ Eid, Amanda, Edmond, Saiid & Robert Eid. Rima, Badwieh and all the faithful deJ)arte;d (F) ﬁ ) Colleen Madeline George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael,
Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Khalil Issa and his
wife Marina (J) (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Jeanette Khoury, Layla Khour* Nassim Khawaja and his wife Salwa (L) Lattouf Family (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur
(Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony Marmah Moses, Deceased of Moses Family, Youssef Maroun
and his wife Ghssoun, Semaan & Karime Masri (N) Nicholas & Queenie Nicholas (O) (IQ(Q) (RLMiIia. Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour
Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme, Rose & Joseph Reaich, Michael Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory Boutros Kozhaya
Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Morched & Marina Semaan and their daughter Zrna Morched Semaan, Habibeh, Dib, Marroun, Habib, Ade“e, Thouraya Saba
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