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THE GOSPEL NINTH SONDAY OF PENTECOST THE EPISTLE

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s
sight. But even the hairs of your head are all
counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows.

And | tell you, everyone who acknowledges
me before others, the Son of Man also will
acknowledge before the angels of God; but

whoever denies me before others will be Next Sunday’s Readings | Consider him who endured such hostility

denied before the angels of God. And Tenth Sunday against himself from sinners, so that you
everyone who speaks a word against the 1 Cor 12: 1-11 may not grow weary or lose heart. In your
Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever Mt 12:22-32 struggle against sin you have not yet
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not Feas;;’,':f;!"ztsc.ggrbe' resisted to the point of shedding your
be forgiven. Mt 13: 36-43 blood. And you have forgotten the
exhortation that addresses you as
Lk 12: 6-10 He \V\V]hl(o) children— ‘My child, do not regard lightly
the discipline of the Lord, or lose heart
when you are punished by him; for the Lord
Dear God, ]h o disciplines those whom he loves, and
| know that I’'m not perfect, not llUﬂlg chastises every child whom he accepts.’
| know sometimes | forget to pray. 1b)1U[lt Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God
N is treating you as children; for what child is
| know | have questioned my faith, (G'(O)(dl S there whom a parent does not discipline? If

you do not have that discipline in which all
children share, then you are illegitimate and
but thank you for loving me (a[][][(dl not his children. Moreover, we had human
parents to discipline us, and we respected
them. Should we not be even more willing
to be subject to the Father of spirits and
Saint Alphonsus live?

Amen! Liguori Heb 12: 1-9

| know sometimes | lose my temper,

unconditionally and giving me

another day to start over again.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Raphael Abboud 0401 627 777. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Antoun Bou Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.




Light from the word The Catechismw
OUR BELIEFS DUTY TO OUR PARENTS AND CHILDREN

So as we read in this Sunday’s Gospel passage, Jesus Does the fourth commandment oblige us to respect and
attends a synagogue, reads from the Book of Isaiah to obey others besides our parents?

?sn: Jgrvsacfrhaesérmzltligr:%er gﬁo%lfhgsrtga?ihwrhe?iﬂ}grn %‘;i Besides our parents, the fourth commandment obliges us
set principles y » TElIg to respect and obey all our lawful superiors.
People are drawn to a set of beliefs, in our case it is Let everyone be sub:iect to the higher authorities, for
Maronite Catholic. We gather in a particular place of theret exists no authorlt;.l except from God, and those who
worship, here in this church, or back in Jesus’ time in  exist have been appointed by God. Therefore he who
the local synagogue. We come together as a resists authority resists the ordinance of God; and they

community of faith, who share the same beliefs and that resist bring on themselves condemnation.
values. We come to listen and be nourished. (Romans 13:1-2)

The Sacred text we read from conveys our faith and
offers us direction. Jesus read from the scroll of the
Prophet Isaiah and identified himself with the
passage to bring good news to the poor, to release
captives, give sight to the blind and freedom to the
oppressed (v18). These are the values he embodied
and these were the words he preached to the
congregation.

If we as a community of Maronite Catholics in our
particular parish had to choose what we saw as

essential to our identity and faith, what passages in ~ What duty have parents toward their children and
our Bible would we agree upon? Jesus knew the superiors toward those under their care?
Hebrew Scriptures and he lived his faith based on Parents must provide for the spiritual and

the above principles. bodily welfare of their children; superiors, according to
What are our biblical values? How do we see our their varying degrees of responsibility, must care
role as a person of faith? What values do we act for those entrusted to them.

upon as a community of believers? What we hone in

on will depend on the type of Maronite Catholic we And you, fathers, do not provoke your children

become. So are our community values a reflection of to anger, but rear them in the discipline
Jesus’ values? Amen and admonition of the Lord.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF (Ephesians 6:4)

The Servant' s Word,
THE THREE MASSABKI BROTHERS - DEFENDING THE FAITH

“Do not be afraid”, a reassuring phrase constantly repeated by Christ during His public ministry. Think about
those words carefully. What does it mean to not be afraid? What does it mean to trust completely in God, giving
to Him all that weighs us down?

On this blessed Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Three Massabki brothers. These three brothers — Francis,
Abdel Mohti and Raphael — are a great example of what it means to ‘not be afraid’. The lives that they led and
their witness to their faith in Christ is in line with this Sunday’s Gospel.

Christ uses the sparrows to show the worth of humans. Jesus tells us that the sparrow, a tiny bird, is not
forgotten by God, and that we are far more valuable than the sparrow and for this reason we should not be
afraid. This thought alone should give us immediate comfort but for some it doesn’t. Why not? The answer is
simple; we do not have enough trust in God or our faith is lacking in conviction and in a world that is trying hard
to destroy our Christian faith, we are more than ever in need of a well-formed and well-grounded trust and belief
in the promises of the Lord.

As trustees of this faith and guardians of the truth, we are called to defend our faith when it needs to be
defended. This defence does not necessarily need to be one of revenge, which is based on anger, and paying
back for what one has done against another. Rather, it should be based on action, especially in the acts of love
and forgiveness. There is the famous saying that ‘actions speak louder than words’ and this is a very true
statement. Take a very good look at a Crucifix. Gaze upon Jesus who hangs there. Is not His action of selfless love
worth more than that of revenge and hateful anger? Could He, should He have chosen, not destroyed the guards
who crucified Him? But instead He remained silent because He entrusted everything to the Father.

These three Massabki brothers also lived a life of defending their faith, even unto death. They knew that
protecting their faith and defending it meant silence, perseverance and trust in the One who tells us “do not be
afraid”. Their belief was that strong and certain that they defended their faith even unto death, thus making
them martyrs.

This is our Maronite Church, from its birth, it is a history of defending our faith in Christ with our blood. God, as
Christ reassures, does not forget this blood, and their reward awaits them in heaven.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank our Stewardship committee who met this week. May God reward
you with His blessings for all your hard work and efforts.

| would also like to thank the many volunteers who are supporting and will be supporting Feast Week this year.
Let us continue to grow in our motivation and support to make this Feast Week a great and memorable one.
May you all have a blessed and beautiful week ahead.

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week
THE MASSABKI BROTHERS AND REFUGEES

S o “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Q > because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

We hear Jesus read this glorious Psalm in todays Gospel. Its significance should not be
lost on the reader. This is why Jesus was sent. Being immersed in the Maronite Liturgy
the Massabki Brothers whose feast we celebrate today, would have heard todays
Gospel read many times. At the moment of their death, they would have known what
it was to find favour with our Lord.

This year we dedicated our Massabki Brothers Novena to the cause of refugees. The
Massabki Brothers in 1860 had with their families become refugees and were forced to
flee their homes to the sanctuary of the Franciscan friary. In the end, the friary was no

safer for them than the homes they had left. They were eventually martyred at the
altar of our Lord. They were middle — class merchants living good and comfortable lives
with their families. Overnight, all their material possessions were lost — but their faith remained strong.

It is sad that over 150 years later, there are still many people across the world forced to flee violence,
persecution, famine and disease and who often end up in places that prove even more dangerous than the
place they left including refugee camps, borders, Islands and hostiles countries. It is even sadder when the

hearts of those who can help the oppressed become so hardened that instead of advocating for their cause,
they advocate against it.

Today, let us remember and pray for the millions of refugee men, women and children around the world. Let us
pray that the hearts of governments and people who can help them may be softened and that they many be
inspired to follow in the image of Christ, as set out in the Psalm, when it comes to the treatment of refugees.

Amen.
Theresa Simon

Famiy Corner
Ferson Corner

Fersen Spiritval Day at Let’s challenge our kids these
St Nemetallah Hardini Centre in Appin school holidays to do something
different with their family and
friends. How about organizing a
‘Prayer Date’ instead of a ‘Play @&
Date’ or better still combine the g
two together. You can make it as
fun and as spiritual as you like!
Remember it's up to us as
parents to plant the seed and to
nurture it.

Our Lady has revealed to us that her favourite prayer is
the Holy Rosary as it allows us to mediate on the Life,
: 4 ’ Passion and Glory of Our Savior. For each Hail Mary prayed
We finished off the term with a spiritual & fun-filled a Rose is given to our |ady and a Complete Rosary makes

excursion to St Nemetallah Hardini Centre. her a crown of Roses. Make it spiritually fun by making a
Our day begariwith Mass cdlsbrated byt Chaplain, crown of Roses as you pray each Hail Mary and present it
Fr Youhanna Khalife. We learnt about the life of St to Our Lady

Nemetallah, we worked with our groups on activities & Some other prayer suggestions or activities include:
we had some fun! * Praying the Divine Mercy

We ended the day by giving our intentions to God. We * I\/laklng Rosa ry beads

wrote our intentions, placed them in balloons & then * Sharing spiritual stories together
gave them to God. * Reciting or re-enacting a passage from the Bible

The key to getting the kids interested is by:
Getting them to help organise the prayer session

. Inviting family and friends (Remember to tell them a
special guest will be there JESUS himself!
Leading the prayers
Handing out prayers/ cards

. Setting up flowers, candles, tables and treats for
afterwards

Prayer is the most powerful weapon against evil, so
gather together, “for a family that prays together stays
together” Happy Holidays!

Joanne Habib (The Family Committee)

We thank God for a safe and blessed day!
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 10 July: 9" Sunday of Pentecost - The Three Masabki Martyrs

11:00am 1 Year Joseph Tannous Makhlouf from Bekaakafra
5:00pm Said George Chehade from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)

Monday 11 July
10:30am Funeral Sarah widow of late Karim Takchi from Blouza
— mother of Mons Joe Takchi

Tuesday 12 July
10:30am Funeral Youssef Khoury Boulos Khoury from Wadi
Kannoubine

Wednesday 13 July
7:00pm George Aoun from Arsoun (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 16 July

6:00pm 1 Year Joseph Hanna Boulos from Kfersghab

Sunday 17 July: 10" Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of St Charbel & St Marina
9:30am 40 Day Tony Gebrael Rahme from Basloukit

7:00pm 40 Day Semaan Toufic Abou Daher from Zgharta

Confident to read God’s Word at Church
or serve in the Liturgy?!

We are establishing database & schedule
for people who would like to assist serving the liturgy
for both English & Arabic.
For further details & registration
contact Joe Ayoub 0411 752 993

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm

[ juL2016 | ‘Getting Wisdom- from the Bible!” 3 week course
Each Mon beginning Mon 18 July 2016 at 7pm led by Sr Margaret Ghosn
Explore Old testament Books, known as ‘The Writings’ or “Wisdom Books’

| JuL 2016 | OLOL Youth Bonfire night

[ JUL2016 | «rpe gible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday Every Thu at 7pm
Led by The Bible Project Team in the Seniors Room

Fri 22 July 2016 at OLOL
Cost: Free Entry, snacks provided. Sausage sizzle & drink $5
For more info. contact Jamal Ghalloub 0451486166 or Joey Nakhoul 0414422964

[ JuL 2016 | Superhero Teens Day Out - PRIZES GIVEN for BEST DRESSED
Tue 12 July 2016 from 2.30pm — 9.30pm in CYPC
Price: $25 p.p (for years 7-12) Rides and Activities followed by Dinner
For further details, contact AJ 0415 241 514

| AUG 2016 | The English Faith Formation Silent Retreat
“Prudence: The Overlooked Virtue” led by Fr Yuhana Azize
Fri 26 Aug 2016 - Sun 28 Aug 2016 at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Cost: $230 p.p.(incl. Accommodation & food) To book: Joe Chiha 0400444999

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

..........................................................................................................................................

Seniors Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm contact Al 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact John-Claude 0422643203
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

....................................... Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Adult Events

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

FREE Catholic Basic course (for age 18yrs and over)
To learn more about the Faith and
For those who wish to receive the Sacrament of Baptism
Continues 11 July 2016 at 7pm & runs for 20 weeks at OLOL in CYPC
For more details, contact Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824

DIOCESAN NOTICES
[JuL 2016 | The Eparchy Adult Faith Formation [OCT2016]|  The Diocesan Faith & Light Committee invites you

to the celebration of the First Holy Communion
for People with Special Needs
celebrated by His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Sun 30 October 2016 at Zﬂm at St Joseph’s Church, Croydon
For families with special needs children
Contact Mary Raffoul on 0418 214 010 before 30 September 2016

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am - 10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park,

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314
Customer Service 1800 225 474.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care,

i be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

7%) (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Father Elias Ayoub and his daughter Rita, Mkhael Ayoub, Raymond Anjoul (B) Raymous &
Hanneh Bazouni and their son Charbel, Joseph Saad Boutros, Anne Boulos, Elias & Antoun Bechara, Maroun & Dibeh Boumelhem Elias & Ramza Boumelhem, Sobhe & Saide
Bazoune and their kids and grandkids (C) (D) Roumanos Dahdah Wajih Dahdah & Family, Louis Draybe (E) Melhem Eid, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen
Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha
Jamil Haddad, Salim & Milia Habkouk and their daughter Zabed, Tannous & Chmoune Hosn, Youssef & Hanneh Hosn and their kids and grandkids, Sara George Hawi, Tansa
Chafika Tannous Hady, Diab Diby Hawy, Wadiaa Youssef Hady (1) Julia & Tony Ishac (J) (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Chafika Toufic Khoury, Youssef Boutros Khoury & his parents
Boutros & Hilane, Mkhael & Hanneh Khoury and their grandkids Bassem & Charbel, Afife Khoury, Youssef & Hanneh & May Kabboura, Nayef Khoury & Family (L) Boulos
Laoulach (M) Therese Melhem, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa & Malki, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun, John Toufic Merhi, Anthony
Marmah Moses, Deceased of Moses Family, Hamid George Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun (N) Jamil Ndaira, Yasmine Ndaira, Badwi Ndaira, Hasna Ndaira (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Milia Bou Raidan, Renee Roumanos & Family, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Elie Saba Rahme (S) Souls
in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Elias Sarkis Semaan, Souls who have no one to pray for them (T) (U) (V) (W) Adele Wehbe (Y) (Z)

am
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