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THE GOSPEL New SUNDAY S THE EPISTLE

FeAsT oF DIVINE MERCY

A week later his disciples were again in the Brothers and sisters,
house, and Thomas was with them. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came try to persuade others; but we ourselves are
and stood among them and said, “Peace be well known to God, and | hope that we are
with you. Then he said to Thomas, “Put also well known to your consciences. We
your finger here and S€e my ha_nds. Reach are not commending ourselves to you again,
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not but givi tunitv to boast
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, ut giving you an opportunity: 1o boas
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, about us, so that you may be able to answer
“Have you believed because you have seen those who boast in outward appearance
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and not in the heart. For if we are beside

ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right

and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ
presence of his disciples, which are not | Next sunday’s Readings | urges us on, because we are convinced that

written in this book. But these are written oftLr:elrlgeiﬂprdei\tlion one has died for all; therefore all have died.
so that you may come to believe that Jesus 2Tim 2: 8-13 And he died for all, so that those who live
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that Lk 24: 13-35 might live no longer for themselves, but for
through believing you may have life in his name. him who died and was raised for them.

Jn 20: 26-31

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Almighty God and Loving Father,
neither my words nor my deeds
could ever repay
the gift you have given me in Jesus.

Jesus, my appreciation for your sacrifice (c]l]l']l(dl @@lSY
moves me to tears of joyful thanlsziving
for all that you have done,
for all that you have macde me,
and for all that it costs you.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one
from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way.
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new!

are short

All this is from God, who reconciled us to
. himself through Christ, and has given us the
to S]P)(eal]ki ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation
echoes are to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us;
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made
3pm: Stations of the Cross, him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
prayers and procession him we might become the righteousness of
5pm: Mass of Divine Mercy Wl s God.
Refreshments after Mass

but their

| praise you and offer my life
as a sacrifice of praise.

Amen!

Feast of Divine Mercy

2Cor5:11-21

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony (Dean) 0433 211 248 A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun
9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. FrBernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Admiinistrator HILLS MPD ).




Light from the word The Catechism
A SLOW FAITH THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES
What are the three theological virtues?

The three theological virtues are faith, hope, and charity.
So there abide faith, hope, and charity, these three; but the

In this Season of the Resurrection, we encounter the

Risen Christ in man\(1 places. Today’s Gospel account
has Jesus enter the house to speak to the frightened

disciples. greatest of these is charity. (I Corinthians 13:13)
In John’s account Jesus has already appeared to the %

disciples in the house and now this is a week later,
and yet we read, ‘the doors were shut’'=. Despite
the disciples locking in on themselves because of
fear from the Jews, and despite the fact that Jesus
had appeared to them a week before, he still gains What is FAITH?

entrance, for the Risen One seeks us out, especially r;ith js the virtue by which we firmly believe all the truths

in our times of fear, The first words Jesus says are, :
‘Peace be with you"'24, the same words he said to the God h?;rfg\giler%ifhne:hdee\g/e?\cg gg?gg éi\éee?\llg‘dg them,

disciples the week before, when he appeared. Blessed are they who have not seen,

In today’s account we have Thomas failing to and yet have believed. (John 20:29)

believe, and we have incorrectly labelled him over What is HOPE?

H.‘e _celnturles as dloubt;n _IT_homasl.o I?_owever, all ﬁhg Hope is the virtue by which we firmly trust that God, who
ISCIp esdwere gli" ty o dal ”;gthto ?‘illlet\:ed Jtisué =l is all-powerful and faithful to His promises, will in His

appeared a WeeK ago and yet they stil nad the Co0rs  a ey give us eternal happiness and the means to obtain

locked while they cowered in a corner. At least p .
Thomas came to gelieve on his first encounter with | It- But hope that is seen is not hope. For how can a man

s hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not
’ see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:24-25)
What today’s Gospel teaches us is that faith in the What is CHARITY?

God of the Resurrection takes time to comprehend
and accept, but Christ will be with us throughout our
life, even if we close ourselves from him.

Charity is the virtue by which we love God above all things
for His own sake, and our neighbour as ourselves for the
love of God. If I should speak with the tongues of men and

John the Evangelist writes, ‘Jesus did many other  angels, but do not have charity, | have become as a

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And if | have
written” Vv Maybe it is time we write down prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and

experiences in our lives of the God of the Resurrection, so  if I have all faith so as to remove mountains, yet do not
that others may come to believe as well. Amen have charity, 1 am nothing.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF (I Corinthians 13:1-2)

The Servant’s Word,

“Do not doubt but believe”

Brothers and Sisters,
As the light from the tomb of our Lord continues to shine, radiating the glory of his
Resurrection, we now encounter him through his post-resurrection appearances. Over
the coming weeks and starting with Thomas, our Maronite Liturgy helps us to live the
Resurrection in these appearances of Jesus. Like the Apostles who were scared and
confused after all the things that they witnessed, we too have an inclination to be scared,
confused and to doubt. It is not wrong to have these feelings! It is not wrong to
sometimes question things that the human intellect cannot fathom. In fact, many times |
we question because we love. Even though Thomas doubted Jesus, I'm sure that/
Thomas just like all the Apostles loved Jesus with all his heart. Although his love probably
wasn’t “blind love” and he really wanted to believe, his human nature was causing him
to take a step back and ask a few questions. However, God’s Mercy worked wonderfully!
When this doubting Apostle touched the Lord’s wounds he cured the wound of our
disbelief, allowing Thomas, who actually touched, to become a witness to the reality of
the Resurrection.

| think whoever invented the concept of “blind love” really got it wrong. Unfortunately we sometimes expect
people that we love, to blindly love and blindly follow us without questioning why, how or when. We take
advantage of their love and disregard the fact that they have the right to question, they have the right to think.
Like the many crosses in our lives, this is a cross that we need to carry because we love. Living the Resurrection
does not mean that we no longer carry our crosses. On the contrary, living the Resurrection means that we learn
how to carry our crosses. New Sunday is an opportunity for us to do this. It is an opportunity to renew ourselves
to be able to carry our crosses in the light of the Resurrection. This will transform our doubt into belief. It will
transform our love into acts of mercy.

Between Hosanna Sunday and Easter Monday, we have estimated that over 32,000 people walked through the
gates of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. This is a great witness to the faith of our parishioners. However, the
work must begin now to ensure that these parishioners continue to walk through the gates of the Cathedral on a
weekly basis and not just during the feasts. It is your job and mine to be proactive in spreading the light of the
Resurrection to everyone that we encounter.

The next big event in our parish is our annual Gala which will be held on 6 May at the La Montage. This is one
of our biggest fund raising events during the year which we hope that you will support so that we can continue to
grow this parish and reach thousands of people who are in need of the light of our Lord’s Resurrection.

Fr Tony Sarkis


http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Flooktohimandberadiant.blogspot.com%2F2014%2F02%2Ffaith-hope-and-charity.html&psig=AFQjCNEKt8pfFHCpofDMUGztOPLtNmDpww&ust=1459330198019273

Article of the Week

THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY IN THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY

On the day of the canonisation of St. Faustina, John Paul Il said: "by this act today, | pass on the
message of Divine Mercy to the new millennium. | pass it on because | want people to know the
better face of God, and that of His Divine Mercy, and through it, the better face of their brethren.
The light of the message of Divine Mercy which the Lord wished to renew in the world will be as
much a beacon of hope for the third millennium, as the apostles were in the first". On this day,
the then Pope and now Saint himself declared that the second Sunday of the Resurrection would
be known throughout the world as Divine Mercy Sunday, and that priests and the laity should
avail of it, in this time of special grace.

Of course in our Maronite Church, the second Sunday of the Resurrection is New Sunday in our
liturgical calendar and the feast of the Divine Mercy does not substitute this feast. Rather, this
feast compliments New Sunday and in reflecting on the liturgy of this day, there are so many
references to the Divine Mercy.

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, it is very fitting that we celebrate this feast in our parishes as our Lord has given us a new
and powerful formula to be “Merciful like the Father”. Through the powerful prayers, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
gives us the extraordinary opportunity to offer up to the Father, the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of His Dearly
beloved Son, which is the sacrifice, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.

The following are the simple steps requested by our Lord in preparation for the feast, so that the Father will grant us
complete healing of the soul. The revelations in the Diary of Saint Faustina make the following quite clear:

. Come to Jesus with a humble and contrite heart;

. Firmly trust in the Divine Mercy of Jesus;

. Go to confession on that day if possible otherwise seven days before or after the feast as approved by the church
no attachment to sin in the feast day;

. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the feast;

. Venerate the Image of the Divine Mercy;

. Be merciful as God is merciful. Practice works of mercy, physically by helping others or spiritually by prayers of
intercession (through words, deeds or prayers).

This is also a day of extraordinary opportunity to bring erring souls with us in spirit, to the throne of Gods mercy, with
petitions of prayer, and offer these souls up to Jesus when He promises to heal and strengthen them. Jesus said, "l
yearn for souls, on the day of My Feast, the Feast of My Mercy, you will bring faint souls to the spring of my mercy,
where | shall heal and strengthen them".

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us call on the infinite Mercy of the Father on this feast and always so that we can
profess it in words and deeds and truly proclaim: “Jesus, | trust in you.”

Teews Corner Senior’s Corner

Ul b WN =

A very Happy Easter to all our teens, families and the
whole parish community. Christ has truly Risen!

A reminder that teens camp is on the 15th-17th of
April and all teens are welcome to join. Please
contact Amanda for more details 0434 547 432.

Now a small thought from one of your leaders ...

In Matthews Gospel, chapter 6 verse 24, we read the
following:

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You

cannot serve God and mammon."

(Aramaic translation for mammon is "riches")

In order to serve God, you must Love God. And in
order to serve money, you must Love money.

To Love God, means you must be willing to sacrifice

for Him. To the point where you are willing to

stretch out your arms and say, "Father, into thy

hands | commend my spirit".

We don't have to look far to see the greatest
example of Love. All we have to do is look to the
cross, and we see the sacrifice our Lord and Saviour
gave up for us. His own life, so that we might live. It
wasn't money that bought us our ticket into Heaven.
It was the blood of Christ that did.

Money comes and goes, but God is eternal.
The question to ask yourselves would be this:
What, or Who are you willing to die for?
God, or money...???

A.J.

During this holy season of Easter, the seniors of Our Lady
of Lebanon Parish have continued getting together every
fortnight enjoying fellowship and connecting with our
parish. They celebrated an Easter mass with Fr. Bernard on
Thursday 31 March with a delicious lunch afterwards.
There was much laughter and everyone enjoyed the
entertainment and prizes. The OLOL Seniors Committee
choir sang a number of hymns and songs during the event
to the delight of all who attended.

Currently the Seniors Committee is running a Diabetes
Awareness programme for our seniors which is run by the
Health Department through Blacktown Hospital.

The aim of the programme is to raise awareness amongst
our seniors in the community on how to deal
with this chronic medical iliness.

The Seniors Committee has a
continuous programme
of activities including home
visits to our seniors within the §
diocese. These visits are much
enjoyed as they break
their loneliness and the
listening ear and prayers
of the people visiting them
brings much comfort.

We owe much thanks to the entire Seniors Committee
for their effort and hard work as well as our spiritual
director, Fr. Bernard, whose care for our seniors is evident
in his gentle manner and constant care by hosting
all the lunches and programmes.

Seniors Committee




6th Annual
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ala

Tickets:

“Tina: 0448 247 336
John: 0434 534 611

GOLD SPONSOR
design
A RCHITET CTS

~ SAVE THE DATE

>

at Le Montage

SILVER SPONSOR

Arab Bank Australia

Stop Paying Too Much!!

GHEMIST

WAREHOUSE

DISCOUNT
CHEMIST

“THIS FREE SERVICE IS EXCLUSIVE TO CHEMIST WAREHOUSE PARRAMATTA
PROPRIETORS: PETER ABRAHAM, ANTHONY BOUANTOUN, PIERRE BOUANTOUN, TONY HERRO, ELIAS WEHBE.

Laser Treatment for all New
Laser Clients

Spray Tanning, Waxing,
Facials & Cosmetic injectables

U298914445

BOOK IN-STORE TODAY!

DR DOMIT AZAR
Specialist Eye Surgeon\

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye DisEa’s’e
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking
4y pl) AlSS5 (g0 Al o Jladts
Phone (02) 9718 3449

"“'é' Friday 6th of May

BRONZE SPONSOR

AlVD

2k NOW OPEN!
sgla =
EARLY LEARNING

CHILDCARE

0-6 yeafs
7am-6pm

- Architecturally designed and purpose built ultra-modern Childcare Centre
- Brand new facilities and new technology with high security surveilance

- Qualified and experienced staff with nutritional meals prepared by a cook
- Outstanding safety and hygiene standards

- Educational pre-school programs and computer skills programs

ph:9897 9966 www.hostiachildcare.com.au
47 Clarence Street Merrylands

otand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

e Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

* Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

* Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9 637 3227 or Buddy Abdul-Ahad

0403 633 911

Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients

ot 1 8 5

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
The Newsletter reaches
over 1100 individuals a week through print &
over 2000 individuals through online media.

For $500 ONLY you can
promote your business
for the whole month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au Or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1510




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 3 April: New Sunday- Divine Mercy

8:00am  The livings and departed of the members of Sodality

11:00am 40 Day Assaad Sleiman Esber from Kfarsghab and
living in Tripoli Kebbeh

5:00pm 40 Day Houda Inati wife of Emile Nohra Harb
from Tannourine

Monday 4 April

6:00pm  Boutros Jahjah Kairouz from Becharre (died in Lebanon)

7:30pm  Najya Saiid Moussa widow of the late Gebrael Hanna
Gebrael from Karm El Mohr (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 9 April

6:00pm  The livings and departed from Hadchit and
celebrated by Fr Tony Al Agha

Sunday 10 April: 3" Sunday of Resurrection

11:00am  400ne Year lbrahim Boutros Ghaleb from Mazraat El Nahr

5:00pm  One Year Salim Bou Salim from Diman
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Adoration every Thursday night at 8pm
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

APR 2016 | English Adult Faith Formation based on the movie “Little Boy”
Wed 6 April 2016 at 8pm after the 7pm Mass in the CYPC

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
“Know your enemy” this Thu at 7pm in the Seniors Room
Presented by Roland Dagher and Msgr Shora

Free event with dinner provided
.APR 2016 | Ol Base sl iy (sl ) sy
(133015 Gy 5 ) $0+ Lol lalina A A Laad) ADULY o & Casead) s

APR 2016 | Family Brunch - Fun day with food & activities for adults & kids
Sun 3 April 2016 after 9:30am Mass in CYPC Recreation Room
Food and sweet Platters are welcome.

0418661669 il 2lua 510401265210 _ilsa S, Juaty) ey e
APR 2016 | OLOL Family Fete

APR 2016 | “Come Alive” Discussion Night & the topic “The face of Mercy”
Wed 6 April 2016 from 7pm—9pm
For more info, contact: Tony Mattar 0401 364 335

Sun 17 April 2016 from 10:30am - 3:30pm at the OLOL Roof top Car Park
Cost: S35 family of 4 (incl. 20 tickets + 4 food vouchers) or
$10 p.p (incl. 5 tickets + 1 food voucher)
For more info, contact: Amanda 0421 157 237 or Eliana 0421 740 115

Youth & Teens Events

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Seniors Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm contact George Azar 0416668974
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899
L) (B ol s cilllis
call gl cpalll) Sal lias) dags el Ceand JS

Children’s Events

ATAIYALS Gegll JlalYl S EAM Y AL I e ey Sl

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Adult Events

Arabic Classes: Mon 7-9pm call Margo on 0400 001 758

DIOCESAN NOTICES

MAR2016

The Annual Day of the Unborn Child procession
Led by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
On Divine Sun 3 April 2016 starts at 12pm from St Mary’s Cathedral and ends at 1.30pm with Benediction at the Cathedral
For more info, contact Family Life International 9519 9111 or visit: www.fli.org.au

MAY 2016 | OLOL Co Cathedral 6th Annual Gala Fundraising Dinner
THE GRAND MASQUERADE BALL | UNMASK THE NIGHT
Friday 6th May 2016 at 7pm _Place: Le Montage (38 Frazer St, Lilyfield )
Cost: $150pp | $1,500 per table of 10
For more info, contact Tina Salame 0448 247 336 or John Wardan 0434 531 611

JUL2016 ] \WYD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
Package A: Rome, Padua, Lourdes & Krakow (WYD2016)
Departs 10 Jul to 25 July 2016 | cost: From $8,100
Package B: Krakow (WYD2016), Rome, Lourdes & The Holy Land
Departs 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | cost: From $9,300

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm
for Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park,

Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lor'd), ma}y all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

N (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Jabbour Azizi, Nicholas Youseff Tannous Aboul Ahad & Georélous Youseff Tannous Aboul

20, Ahad(B) Jessica & Robert Boudaher, Raymous & Hanneh Bazouni and their son'Charbel (C) Akl & Saiideh ChbatﬁD) (E) (F) Faithful Departed of Daher Family (G)
7 Colleen Madeline George, Helen Geo;fe Majid Geor%-I Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Khoury Gebrael Family (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph

Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad(1) (J) (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Nayef Khoury, (L) (MLArthur (Otre) Hamid George Masri, Moses,
Anthony Mamah Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masrl Youssef Lichaa Malkoun, Hamid George Masri, John Toufic
Merhi, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Kheirallah Morched (N) Jamil Ndaira, Yasmine Ndaira, Badwi Ndaira, Hasna Ndalra(O) (P)(Q) (FR ilia Bou Raidan, Jamil &
Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph(S) Souls in Purgatory, ‘Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Dib Youssef Saliba,
Fr Boutros Sam and his wife Barbara (T) (U) (V) (W) (V) @
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