The Good News
2 Y otr Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 6 March 2016
THE GOSPEL

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after
some days, it was reported that he was at
home. So many gathered around that there
was no longer room for them, not even in
front of the door; and he was speaking the
word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by
four of them. And when they could not
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above him; and after
having dug through it, they let down the
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in
their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in
this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?”

At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that
they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them,
“Why do you raise such questions in your
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to say,
‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?
But so that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”-
he said to the paralytic - “I say to you, stand
up, take your mat and go to your home.”
And he stood up, and immediately took the
mat and went out before all of them; so
that they were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We have never seen anything
like this!”

Mk 2:1-12

Season of Greast Lent
THE HEALING OF THE

www.olol.org.au
THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters,

The sins of some people are conspicuous
and precede them to judgment, while the
sins of others follow them there. So also

PARALYTIC

good works are conspicuous; and even
when they are not, they cannot remain
hidden. Let all who are under the yoke of
slavery regard their masters as worthy of all
honour, so that the name of God and the
teaching may not be blasphemed. Those
who have believing masters must not be
disrespectful to them on the ground that
they are members of the church; rather

OLOL FRIDAYS OF LENT
6:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (Arabic)
8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (English)
OAKHILL COLLEGE CHAPEL FRIDAYS OF LENT
7:30pm Stations, Evening Prayer and Ziyeh of the Cross

Saint Padre Pio

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (En%(ish Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patric
Hills Mass Centres - Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng Family) / OLOLourdes Baulkham Hills Sth 6pm (Eng Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Next Sunday’s Readings | they must serve them all the more, since

The Healing of those who benefit by their service are

the Blind Man .
2Cor 10: 1-7 believers and beloved. Teach and urge
Mk 10: 46-52 these duties.

Whoever teaches otherwise and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in
accordance with godliness, is conceited,
N understanding nothing, and has a morbid
LS craving for controversy and for disputes

about words. From these come envy,
lt]hl(e‘ dissension, slander, base suspicions, and
wrangling among those who are depraved
in mind and bereft of the truth, imagining
that godliness is a means of gain.

1Tim 5: 24 -6:5

... PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Lord, | bring to You my burdens
and You know my situation.
You know | cant make it without You.
Comfort my heart,
give me strength and help me carry on.

of
the

Amen!

’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Parish Contacts : Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Admiinistrator HILLS MPD ). Fr Tony (Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.




Light from the word, Hills Mawronite C ity Corner
THE HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC PARISH OFFICE/PRESBYTERY AND GILROY

A In this Year of Mercy, Jesus Dear Maronites of the Hills,

) teaches us a thing or two as we | felt so appreciative of the calls from parishioners
_ ¥ g reflect over the Sunday Gospel  of the Hills and OLOL offering to donate furnishings and
B [ of the healing of a paralytic. for our first Hills Maronite Parish Office and Presbytery.

Upon seeing the paralytic let Even before the Lease was signed on Friday and before
down on a mat through the |had time to draw up a list of needs | had calls promising

)| roof of a house, Jesus is quick to donate towards a Fridge, Microwave, Kettle and
Jfy to forgive and heal. He has Toaster, and a donation of a Dinning set,
L% recognised the desperation of Freezer and washing machine.

@ four people who had carried ) _
| & the paralysed man. That is the  For those who would also like to help we are going to

R key that opens the door of need to order Office Furniture, Filing Cabinets, Computers
mercy — the ability to and Copier, Stackable Chairs, Visitors Chairs and possibly a
empathise with others. Lounge Suite, TV, etc. Parishioners can also help by being

J ft d by th ds of oth . “Running Cost” Sponsors to help us cover some of the
esus was often moved by the needs of others. His  ¢700pw rent as well as the utilities and phone costs.
heart would go out to them. To empathise is to put

Kourself in the shoes of another, and come to really | will need a week or so to determine what is exactly
now how they feel. From this flows the need to act, needed and will draw up the list with costs so parishioners
to do something positive. This is mercy, freely given. can choose what they wish to donate towards.
Jesus was a man of great mercy. For offers you can call Josephine my secretary

0433 826 661 If on 0418 969 844.
In contrast the scribes present in this scene show no . o.r myse 'on i
mercy towards the paralytic as the¥ were more Alsolam so appreciative to Gilroy Catholic College for
o

concerned about Jesus’ boldness in rgiving sins. opening their Hall to us for the Palm Sunday morning Mass
They were engulfed in their little legalistic world and and Procession, Holy Week and Easter Liturgies.

false theological debates, that they had forgotten to We will publicise the Program as soon as all has been confirmed.
see and experience the world before them. When Also in my Homily on the Prodigal Son | mentioned

we distance ourselves from others, particularly those .
who challenge our comfortable lifestyle, we lose the true story of a Sudanese Refugee who | said was
touch with what really matters. an example of a merciful brother depicted in the Movie

called “the Good Lie” It is well worth watching.
.lesus is @ man of the here and now, a person fully How are we going with the Mercy themes in our lives...

immersed in the world, a person for all. He is willing the Merciful tongue?
to associate with people and to restore them to Wonderful celebrating Mass with you all
fullness of life. He is mercy. Amen this Sunday and always.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF Monsignor Shora Maree, Administrator, HMPD

The Servant’s Word,
Hand in Hand working together as a team

This Sunday’s Gospel story is very inspirational as it not only sheds the light on Jesus and the paralytic man who
was looking for healing but focuses also on the four friends who went to great lengths to bring their friend to
Jesus. These men challenged all the obstacles that they faced in light of the chaos that was caused by people
trying to see and listen to Jesus. Unfortunately, there was no crowd control back then! In the midst of this, they
were able to think outside of the square and direct the grand entrance which made the scribes grumble.

These four men took an initiative of care and mercy to carry the paralytic man and bring him to Jesus. They used
both their mental and physical strengths to achieve this and they succeeded. Most importantly, they worked
together as a team. In this spirit of teamwork lies the lesson for us. Whether it is in our families, at work, or in
our parish, we must work together as a team. To work together as a team means to use our unique strengths and
abilities as different as they may be to achieve our united goals. The fact that each one of us is different means
that we can bring the different gifts and talents together to come up with a solution to everything and succeed.
However when we are not open to the ideas of others is when we encounter road blocks which will diminish our
success. In our nature, we tend to be authoritative. At times we know what outcomes we want to accomplish
and try to drive our desired outcome making everyone believe that the decision has been made unanimously.
This brings about a false sense of team work. We would be better off dictating the outcome! For this reason, we
really need to be brave and challenge ourselves to work as a team. Only in this way can we build our families
and our parish.

In my spiritual reading this week, | have been inspired by Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
who tells us that “we are not social workers, teachers, nurses or doctors”. She teaches
that the difference between us and them is that we serve Jesus in the poor, sick, elderly
and outcast. Blessed Teresa goes on to say that it is Jesus that brings meaning to our
work and to our life. This is the case when we work together as a team. It is not about
me or you or any individual. It is about us working together to serve Christ who brings
meaning to our work just like the friends of the paralytic man.

Thankfully in our parish we are blest with many people who work in this spirit and on
Monday we had our Pastoral Council meeting to plan for Passion Week and Easter.
Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

MERCY IN SACRIFICING OURSELVES FOR OTHERS

We are now in the most favorable Liturgical Season of the year. It is the best time for
renewal and conversion of our hearts and minds, for the redirection of our paths
back to the original source of our creation and very existence. It’s easy to think of
Lent as a time of sacrifice, rather than to consider these 40 days as an opportunity to
gain so much more for our souls. After all, it is in giving that we receive...and the
same applies to “mercy”.

When we sacrifice ourselves for the sake of another — whether it be our time, talent
or possessions - we must do so with humility of heart. Our acts of kindness should
not be made in order to gain recognition or praise for ourselves, but with the
intention of showing mercy to our neighbor. Naturally, when we hear the word ‘sacrifice’ we think of pain and
loss. On the contrary, if we truly love the Lord with all our heart and with all our mind, then we would
understand that the true meaning of love IS sacrifice. Keeping this in mind, we no longer complain when
confronted with inconvenience, discomfort or frustrations of every kind.

When Jesus healed the paralytic, His first words were “Take courage son” before He proceeded to say “your sins
are forgiven.” Jesus is so conscious of our internal fears and anxieties...He knows that we are too ashamed or
afraid to seek God’s mercy and forgiveness, therefore, He soothes our broken spirit with words of
encouragement to ease our apprehensions. This is how we must show love and mercy toward our neighbor also.
To show mercy in sacrificing ourselves for others, we should imitate Jesus, Mary, and Joseph...giving of ourselves
without counting the cost, without mentioning the inconvenience, and without reminding our neighbor how little
they deserve our mercy or kindness. Jesus reminds us that “freely you have received, and freely you must give.”
Therefore, the essence of our giving is in itself merciful love.

Before this Season of renewal is over, ask yourself: “Have | shown mercy to one who is seeking forgiveness, or
do | harbor grudges? Have | given of myself with purity of intention, or to gain reward?” Each of us will receive

the same amount of mercy as we dispense. Let us be generous in giving.

Welcome to all the new teens that have been
coming each week to the Saturday teens sessions
and a big thank you to all those who are coming
each week to love, learn and celebrate the life
and knowledge of our faith with Christ.

We Announced and launched our 2016 CAMP!!!
For more information please call
George Azar on 0416 668 974.

Now a thought from one of your leaders:

If you cannot truly appreciate Christ dying
on the cross for you, you can never appreciate
the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
They are both one in the same as we share
in Christ's life, suffering, death, Resurrection
and Eternal Glory.

Let us pray to our Heavenly Mother

as we receive Christ in the Holy Eucharist and say:

O sweet and sorrowful Mother.
Feel sorrow no more.

For | shall carry your beloved Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, into the world, just as you did.
In your arms, and within your womb.
But | ask of one request,

That you stay by my side, forever and for always.
Amen.

Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament,
please pray for us.

Al

Salwa Elias

by Corner
How To KEEP DATING YOUR SPOUSE

Recently | saw an article listing 25 ways for husbands to
show wives how much they love them and the other way
around. | often watch young people around me at Church

who are dating and there is so much effort being made,

and that should not stop when we are married. So | have
adopted 10 ideas about how to keep dating your spouse:

1. Pray for and with each other.

2. Allocate a time in the day when all
technology gets put away and you just
talk. Listen and care about what the
other has to say.

3. This is dependent on your physical
own relationship. If you are the one who usually initiates in
the bedroom, show physical non-sexual affection instead.
Consider initiating physical sexual affection first, if you do
not usually initiate.

4. Consider your domestic roles in the house. If your
spouse is the one that usually cooks, cook instead some
nights. If you have children, offer to do something with
them that your spouse usually does. Take a load off them.
5. Go out to a date night as a couple occasionally. If you
have children, go without the children.

6. Fast for each other.

7. Show affection in public and if you have children in front
of them. Kiss each other.

8. Work together, not against each other. Support each
other in relation to family and if you
have children support each other in
their presence.

9. Apologise when you have hurt your
spouse
10. Forgive your spouse when they
have hurt you.

718 ; 4
Theresa Simon



PARISH CAMERA

Rarely does a Hollywood blockbuster deal with
the beauty of our faith, let alone the Resurrection story.

Join the Parish to watch our own private screening of the movie Risen at
Hoyts Blacktown on Monday 14 March @ 7:30pm

All proceeds will help raise funds to buy medical equipment
to help the Seniors who attend our parish.

As the screening is exclusive to OLOL, Tickets are only available on
www.olol.org.au/tickets or call 02 88981510.
No tickets will be available on the door.

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

s b Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
Target 2000 Parishioners donation are available at the Church Doors.

$5 ONLY a week Fill in and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.
For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
370 Parishioners Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $4,888,915 Units $1,574,712

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

www.itfhire.com {
CHEMIST ARM up A fxl_r_lge_lgﬁﬁaﬂg]ﬂg

WAREHOUSE  AGAINST THE FLU THIS SEASON

committed

Angelswalking boutique beecroft
GET YOUR... TRVALENT STAN e eE» o

99 ARABIC
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Specialising in:

Christening, Communion,
.+ Flower girl & Pageboy attire

Contact our store on www.angelswalking.com

HIRE 1300 000 ITF &) || gguuaier s o

TEMPORARY FENCES - PORTABLE TOILETS - HOARDINGS or email info@angelswalking.com RIECERE

Truck Licence Centre DR DOMIT AZAR

Specialist Eye Surgec

FEARLESS

MARTIALARTS

v’ High energy Taekwondo classes

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Disez
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

A o) 2S5 (g ) (Auasis
Phone (02) 97]8 3449

v' Experienced, qualified instructors -

v Learn self defence, gain confidence

v' Earn your Black Belt, be a champion!

Chris Barnes — 0415 663 966 '\ *

Unit 5, 187 Fairfield Rd Guildford * i 1300 000 TLC (852) www.TruckLicenceCentre.com
Ei www.facebook.com/fmataekwondo g’ : ONE DAY COURSES - CHEAPEST PRICES IN SYDNEY



http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olol.org.au%2Ftickets&h=EAQHWKbWS&enc=AZM_5AYxVNBWIkJkRXwmHopGe-nbczFOTTrzgW1VgnCJSp3rTHoKpzs4i6OwC74ps08&s=1

PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

£ o) il 38

Sunday 6 March: Sunday of the Paralytic
8:00am 40 Day Hesneh Elias Farah wife of Yaacoub Gerges
Gebrael from Karm El Mohr

Tuesday 8 March

6:00pm Mass for Women with Cancer on International Women'’s
Day to be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine -
Charbel Tarabay — organised by Maronite Care

Thursday 10 March
6:00pm 40 Day Hamameh Dib Nassif widow of the late
Germanos Ghaleb Moujalli from Mazraat Al Nahr

Saturday 12 March
6:00pm 40 Day Antonios Youssef Stanton from Kfarsghab

Sunday 13 March: Sunday of the Blind

11:00am 40 Day Hasna Toufic Farchakh widow of the late Assaf
Gerges Mouawad from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Josephine George Imad wife of Rached Imad
from Andket -Akkar

. 5 Week Course about Ma .
Finishes this Mon 7 March 16 at 7:30pm Led by Fr Yuhanna Azize
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MAR 2016 | OLOL Youth viewing of “The Passion of the Christ” Movie
On Good Frid 25 March 2016 at 8pm

LMAR 2016 | 1 in Christ 2016, Cath and Orth Churches Gather for Mercy
Tue 8 March 2016 at 6:30pm - 9pm

Place: Recreational Room Level 1 CYPC for Over 18 years of age ONLY
For more info, contact: Constance Maree on 0411 830 349

St Margaret Mary's Parish Hall - 1 Chetwynd Road, Merrylands
For more info contact Connie on 0411 830 349

APR 2016 OLOL 'Mad Hatter' Youth Dinner Dance
Friday 1 April 2016

MAR 2016 OLOL World’s Greatest Shave
Sun 13 March 2016 at 8:15pm in Recreational Room Level 1 CYPC
Cost: 520 p.p inc donation, food and entertainment

Place: Macquarie Paradiso (Macquarie St, Liverpool)
Cost: $70 inc mezza, dinner, entertainment, beer and wine
Contact: Moussa Hawa 0401 586 244 or Joanne Elias 0427 503 008

MAR 2016 OLOL Co-Cathedral 7 Churches Pilgrimage
Thu 24 March 2016, departure at 9pm SHARP
Eng. Buses: contact Rob Mourad 0404 066 877, Tony Mattar 0401 364 335
Ar. Buses: contact Gladis Hawach 0401 265 210
Cost: $20 p.p (Incl. transport, dinner and drinks) contact Mary Raffoul 0418 214 010

APR 2016 | OLOL Family Fete Sun 17 April 2016 10:30am - 3:30pm
Place: OLOL Roof top Car Park
Cost: $35 family of 4 (incl. 20 tickets + 4 food vouchers) or $10 p.p
(incl. 5 tickets + 1 food voucher)
For more info, contact: Amanda 0421 157 237 or Eliana 0421 740 115

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS /7 ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays

contact Geol
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205

Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

pye— - i nstaes

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899

Loyl B ol LS cllalis

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

call gl cpallgl) aal lias) dngs el Cegaad JS
ATAYALA Doyl Juatyl S EAMA Y AL B e s iy Jlsy)

Sun 13 March 2016 from 9:30am - 1pm
(lunch included) at MCHF Convent
For more information and booking, contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

DIOCESAN NOTICES
MAR 2016 ]  vocation Discernment Day for Young Women | MAR2016 |  |nternational Women’s Day (Women with Cancer)

Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Taraba
Tues 8 March 2016 at 6pm at OLOL Co-Cathedral Followed by a gathering in the Salon
It would be greatl¥ appreciated to bring a plate to encourage Community Spirit
For more info, contact Danny Nouh on 0477 008 787 or 8831 0000

[ MAY 2016 |  OLOL Co Cathedral 6th Annual Gala Fundraising Dinner
THE GRAND MASQUERADE BALL | UNMASK THE NIGHT
Friday 6th May 2016 at 7Zpm Place: Le Montage (38 Frazer St, Lilyfield )
For more info, contact Tina Salame 0448 247 336 or John Wardan 0434 531 611

JUL2016 | wWYD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
Package A: Rome, Padua, Lourdes & Krakow (WYD2016)
Departs 10 Jul to 25 July 2016 | cost: From $8,100
Package B: Krakow (IWYD201 ), Rome, Lourdes & The Holy Land
eparts 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | cost: From $9,300

MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am —10pm
for Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park,
Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those

y £, we Pray for:

1 / (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Camille & Amira Boutros and their son Joseph (C) (D) (E) (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri and his faithful
departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil
®#/  Haddad (I) (J) (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Nayef Khoury (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Lost People (M) Arthur (Otre) Moses, Anthony Mamah Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa,
\\ »_,:’:‘? £ Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun, Hamid George Masri, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Kheirallah Morched, Morched
\ g ’ Mikhael and his wife (N) Nassif Nehme and his wife (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond
o/ & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rizk Family (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Saba Family (T) Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (Y) Mtanios Yaacoub (2)
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