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THE GOSPEL SUNDAY OF THE LEPER THE EPISTLE

In the morning, while it was still very dark,
Jesus got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and
his companions hunted for him. When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go
on to the neighbouring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is
what | came out to do.” And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting
out demons.

A leper came to him begging him, and
kneeling he said to him, “If you choose, you
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus | Next Sunday’s Readings

Brothers and sisters, o
Do not let sin exercise dominion in your

mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
Eresent yourselves to God as those who
ave been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as
Instruments of righteousness. For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are
not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of

stretched out his hand and touched him, Sunday of the : A :

and said to him, “I do choose. Be made| Haemorrhaging Woman gbsg{l;}enclf, bWTChG I%a;jﬁ tto rlg?‘tequsness?

clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him 2Cor:7: 4-11 e nves of i Op It YOU, nAVINS e
: Yy prosy ’ Lk 8: 40-56 been slaves of sin, have become obedient

and he was made clean. After sternly

) \ 2 from the heart to the form of teaching to
warning him he sent him away at once,

which you were entrusted, and that you,
saying to him, “See that you say nothing to If vou having been set free from sin, have become
anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, N slaves of righteousness.

and offer for your cleansing what Moses S]hl(O)IU[ll(dl faﬂ | am speaking in human terms because of
commanded, as a testimony to them.” But B vour natural Ilgmitations. For just as you once
he went out and began to proclaim it freely, IYE presented your members as slaves to
and to spread the word, so that Jesus could Impurity and to greater and greater iniquity,
no longer go into a town openly, but stayed 1nn1a1]L<<e; dl SO now present your members as slaves to
out in the country; and people came to him o righteousness for sanctification. When you
from every quarter. l'esolutlon were slaves of sin, you were free in regard
to righteousness. So what advantage did
to 1b)<e you then get from the things of which you
now are ashamed? The end of those things
is death. But now that you have been freed

Mk 1: 35-45

... PRAYEROF THE WEEK

Lor ' from sin and enslaved to God, the
£ You ch el JEsus, K I to God's advantage you get is sanctification. The end
IT YOou ChoOs€, you can make me ciean. Will and is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death,

but the free gift of God is eternal life in

Your infinite Mercy desires only that
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom 6: 12-23

I seek to be holy and strive to avoid the then (gelt lu[]P)

temptations that surround my life.
In the silence of prayer, | ask for the
courage to reject sin and
all that offends You.

Amen!

aunudl OLOL FRIDAYS OF LENT

6:00pm  Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Ziyeh of the Cross (Arabic)

8:00pm Stations and Ziyeh of the Cross (English)

St Padre Pio OAKHILL COLLEGE CHAPEL FRIDAYS OF LENT
7:00pm Stations, Evening Prayer and Ziyeh of the Cross

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (En%(ish Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Hills Mass Centres - Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng Family) / OLOLourdes Baulkham Hills Sth 6pm (Eng Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Administrator HILLSMPD ). Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.




Light from the word, Hills Mawronite Community Corner

HEALING OF THE LEPER “WHERE ARE THE ASHES?”

|y As we enter the Lenten Season our Dear Maronites of the Hills,

= A “ \ E}:sgremsSpfgr'gfi&flﬁﬁtgesgsle:n%rgfrmtc?se We are now into the first week of the Season of Great

G S 5016 theme of Year of Mercy. Lent, a journey into Mercy of the Father that leads us to
Y experience the Resurrection. | was honoured to celebrate
g2 x Al is a leper who on his knees, begs  our first Ash Monday Mass in the Hills at Our Lady of
\‘ ] \ Jesus to ‘make me clean’"*’. What Lourdes Baulkham Hills.
i . "W does he mean by that? It is not just .
:‘\k UM the need for physical cleansing but However we nearly had a mishap. Half an hour before

, Mass we could not find the ashes (they were accidently
We are aII in neaelsdoc;rggg%nﬁésl?r?gﬁ)g\\l/zlcaI cleansing. left at Oakhill College Chapel.) So | put in a distress call to
Farid at Our Lady of Lebanon to see if someone could

41 His heart went out to  deliver a new lot of ashes to Baulkham Hills. Thankfully

Jesus is ‘moved with pity

the miserable plight of the leper and Jesus showed after a little running around he was able to arrange
mercy. It is only a heart of mercy and compassion Charbel Dib to be our ‘mercy courier’ and the ashes
that can offer hope and transform lives. arrived on time for Mass.

Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him’¥4:. Mishaps can have a message for us. | thought afterwards,
The man is cleansed and he goes out and proclaims ~ “imagine Ash Monday Mass without the ashes? What
the miracle. His life, dignity, freedom has been would I have said to the parishioners?” Then the thought
restored by an act of mercy and love. came to me at the end of Lent that is what the Heavenly

, ) ) ) ) Father wants to give us, Resurrection ...Life without the
Time and time again we see Jesus’ mercy in action. “ashes”, life free from sin. How? Through Jesus who is His
Pope Francis wants us to recognise our need for  “Mercy Courier” absolutely overloaded with love and
mercy and God’s gracious gift to us. It is this forgiveness for each of us.
continuous act of mercy that heals and restores. ) ) ) )

So, if all through Lent we give some extra serious time to

Now imagine if the leper (or any other person of the prayer each day, to meditate on and listen to God’s word,
Gospels) sought mercy from Jesus but he refused to fast with a spiritual intention, make a full confession, do
offer it. Can you imagine the outcome? Horrid, works of mercy and love for others, as well as join in the
depressing, spiteful, disappointing. When we fail to Friday Stations of the Cross (7pm at Oakhill College Chapel
show mercy we allow the world to become darker castle Hill) along with our other regular Faith Events there

and colder. Mercy is essential to one another’s i pe no “ashes” found on Resurrection (Easter) Sunday
well-being. Jesus led the way and calls us to be Mass.

merciful as he was. Amen.
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Monsignor Shora Maree EV

The Servant’s Word,
Not just “in love”, but “madly in love”

Brothers and Sisters,

During this first week of Great Lent, it has been very heart-warming to see the number of people that have been
participating in the daily liturgy. Thousands of parishioners on Ash Monday participated in the rite and the Eucharist.
Like each year, the solemnity, reverence and repentance of sin was truly felt. | encourage each of you to continue
with this same spirit throughout this season. Try to make a concerted effort to attend at least one Mass other
than Sunday during the week as well as praying the rosary, attending adoration of the blessed Eucharist on
Thursday evenings and Stations of the Cross and evening prayers on Friday nights. In addition, | encourage you
to make spiritual reading part of your daily routine this lent.

= As you know, reading opens up our mind and enhances it with knowledge and wisdom.
: Sp|r|tual reading opens up our hearts to the treasures of God’s vast love and mercy.
I have taken it upon myself to read some books that have been published for the Year
—~——— ¢ of Mercy by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization. | will

be sharing my experience in reading these books in this corner every week as | reflect
~ on this Jubilee Year of Mercy.

a3 The first of these books that | have started to read is about The Saints and Mercy. In it
“ we find a reflection on St Therese of Lisieux and what she calls Gratitude for the “Just

— u/yk\/ and Merciful” God. Often we find that these two characteristics of Justice and Mercy
{“( w to be in contrast with each other, however St Therese unites them in an extraordinary
Iy )

way. She writes: “what a sweet joy it is to think that God is Just, i.e., that he takes
into account our weakness, that he is perfectly aware of our fragile nature. What

' ! should | fear then?” (MS A, 83v-84r). Further, she talks about how much we love God
when we realise our sins have been forgiven, however how “madly” we fall in love with him when we understand
that his love and mercy have actually prevented us from sinning. From this knowledge emanates the great gratitude
that we come to feel in knowing that it is his grace that prevents us from falling and not just our own will.

In this week’s Gospel story we see how the mercy of our Lord not only healed the leper from his physical disease
but his justice also restored the leper’s social standing. The leper was no longer an outcast from society. How
often do we marginalise and outcast people from our lives through the things that we say and do? During this
Lenten Season, let us tap into the mercy and justice of the Merciful Father in our relationships so that we can
find gratitude in falling “madly” in love with him.

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week

COURAGE TO ASK THE LORD FOR HIS MERCY

“If you chose, you can make me clean" the leper begged our Lord. During this season of
Lent and especially during this holy year of mercy, we are called to continually take the
step to ask the Lord for his Mercy. Although Gods mercy is always available to us we
always seem to make a reason or an excuse to not reach out and allow ourselves to be
embraced by his Mercy. We focus on our own weaknesses and short comings and allow
them to keep us from the infinite mercy and love our Lord offers us.

The Leper in gospel passage and all the characters of weakness we will focus on this
season of Lent provide for us and example of forgetting our own weakness and taking the
courageous step to ask the Lord for his healing, forgiveness and love. Whether we have
leprosy, or hemorrhaging or have physical and spiritual blindness, paralyzed or if we are
the most hardened sinner living as far away from the father as the prodigal son, Gods
mercy and forgiveness is available to us should we just take the step and ask for it. In all these Gospel messages,
someone who is suffering with an affliction realizes that in the Person of Jesus Christ they can encounter the
merciful, forgiving and all loving God who calls them to repentance and fullness of life.

For us today we have this same mercy available to us is many ways but on way in particular requires us to have
the same courage as those in the Gospel messages we proclaim during lent. The Sacrament of Reconciliation
requires us to have the courage to look at ourselves and our own sinfulness, but rather than just dwell on these
things, it call us to take the even more courageous step of admitting our wrong doings to the priest who acts in
the person of Jesus our savior and his Church to be a vessel of forgiveness and mercy of our Loving God. This
season of Lent let us have the same courage as the leper, the hemorrhaging women, the prodigal son, the blind
man and paralytic and his four friends and always put ourselves in a position to receive the endless mercy and
love of God.

A very big WELCOME to all the new members
of the Our Lady of Lebanon Teens group!

Also, a HUGE invitation to all teenagers
wanting to Join our group!

Remember...
School years 7 -9 are on Saturdays 4pm-6pm &
School Years 10-12 are Fortnightly on
Wednesday nights 7pm-9pm

Now a little thought from one of your leaders....

One of my favourite passages from Holy scripture
is the following:

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!"
~John 1:29~

We can only imagine, how St John the Baptist
would have felt as he saw our Blessed Lord
walking toward him to be baptised...

How do YOU feel, each time you walk toward Christ,
when about to receive Him in the Holy Eucharist...?

Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, please pray
for us
AJ

Charbel Dib
Faith Formation Corner

NCOUNTERING CHRIST THIS LENT

Our first English Faith Formation talk of the year examined
how by recognizing and distancing ourselves from sin we
can draw closer to Christ this Lent.

All English Faith Formation activities at present are
organized with the aim of assisting us to encounter Christ.

It is not too later to join Fr Yuhanna’s 5-week course
about Mary, which began last week. Mary is instrumental
to understanding our faith and the course is designed
to provide an in-depth understanding
about Mary in our Maronite Church.

The course is in the CYPC each Monday at 7.30pm.

Our next Wednesday fortnightly talk
Will be led by Sonia Baltasar on 17 February at 8pm.
Sonia will speak about her experience with breast cancer.
She will explore how we can join our suffering to the
suffering that Christ endured on the Cross.

A beautiful way to encounter Christ in Lent is through
Stations and Adoration of the Cross.

The 14 Stations of the Cross represent events from Jesus’
passion and death and resurrection. The Stations of the
Cross originated in medieval Europe when wars prevented
Christian pilgrims from visiting the Holy Land.
Artists began depicting scenes of Christ's journey
to Calvary and the scenes were installed at intervals along
a procession route, either inside the church or outdoors.
It became a way for each person to experience
his or her own individual spiritual pilgrimage to Christ.
So join us each Friday in Lent at 8pm and experience your
own spiritual pilgrimage to encounter Christ.

Theresa Simon

E v




PARISH CAMERA

t' i 1
Ash Monday - The Season of Lent

Holy Commumon parents session

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
$5 ONLY a week donation are available at the Church Doors.

Fillin and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.
370 Par'lshloners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $4,841,547 Units $1,590,819

COMMUNITY BUSINESS NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of ,
the Community Business Network Page? A - ; 1m e
‘@¢ Angels§Falking

The Newsletter reaches
over 1100 individuals a week through print and
over 2000 individuals through online media.

Angelswalking boutique beecroft
Specialising in:

Christening, Communion,
Flower girl & Pageboy attire

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business
for the whole month.

For further details our store on www angelswalking com

“Contact us o (02) 8898 1510 UZSI80811  uYuss

FEARLESS DR DOMIT AZAR
MARTVIAL ARTS ‘

Specialist Eye Surgeor

v' High energy Taekwondo classes

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Disee
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

d pl) oIS (0 gue da) o Slalsts
Phone (02) 9718 3449

v’ Experienced, qualified instructors -

v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence

v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion!

Chris Barnes — 0415 663 966 = '\

Unit 5, 187 Fairfield Rd Guildford &
ﬂ www.facebook.com/fmataekwondo g’y




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS @,».fx’\ AP

Sunday 14 February: Sunday of the Leper La) elid aal dhlud Y ¢ aal
11:00am 1 Year Mona Weddy wife of Sarkis Barakat from Hadchit Cudia e Al GaSym dag) @35l e dagayall sl Y Ve
5:00pm 1 Year Nadim Tannous Jabbour from Ardeh 03yl (e ysia (ugila P IPESWI R S ER
Monday 15 February blud Vo oty
10:00am Funeral Thomas Richard Wobby from Blouza Dk (e 4ty 3Ly elash agnall (82 Y eies
Tuesday 16 February blud V1 £ UDAY
6:00pm Hened Nehmetallah Maroun widow of the late Tansa Dol e g mons Ll o g pall Ayl gsle dil dans 238 dagnyall  Ties

Sajih Wehbe from Blouza (died in Lebanon) (ol A slagia)
Saturday 20 February bld Y. cud
6:00pm 1 Year Salime Tannous Maroun widow of the late Sami Cougy (ol agayall el ole usih dalu dagapall Al Ties

Youssef Sleiman Ibrahim from Kfarsghab Qa5 e aat )yl Glales
Sunday 21 February: Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman Qdgiiall plid aal bl Y)Y aal
5:00pm 1 Year Peter Smith from Keb Elias bl B e Cuen Jin agapall Bl 0z

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
“Loaves Café” position AVAILABLE! _ English Faith Formation - Testimony from Sonia Baltasar

For further details contact Mr Youssef Sleiman on 0414 366 060 Wed 17 Feb 2016 at 8pm
P . T . . . It will describe young mothers struggle with breast cancer & redemptive suffering
The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies

Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday Every Thu at 7pm | MAR 2016 | Youth Lent Retreat
Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team in the Seniors Room | ‘A Merciful Heart” led by Mons Shora & Sr Margaret
Fri 04 Mar to Sun 06 Mar 2016
| FEB 2016 | 5 Week Course about Mary ) At the Benedict XVI Retreat Centre |Cost: $200
Cont. Mon 15 Feb 2016 at 7:30pm Led by Fr Yuhanna Azize. For details & to book contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

The course will include a detailed examination of Mary. It will consider the
significance and place of Mary in the Catholic Church and is designed for | JUN 2016 | Miracles of Holy Land & Europe - OLOL Pilgrimage 2016
anyone wanting to better understand and better explain Mary to others. | . | d. Leb ional
For further details and to enrol contact Fr Yuhanna on 0435 764 824. Portugal, Spain, Holy Land, Lebanon (optional)

Departs 03 Jun 2016 to 27 Jun 2016 | 25 Days, cost: $9,650
FEB 2016 | “Information Night” for the Miracles of Holy Land & Europe For more information and booking
Tues 16 Feb 2016 at 7pm in the level 1 discussion room Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm contact George Azar 0416668974

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998 Activities for Seniors
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349 call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 9689-2899

OLOL St Vincent De Paul Conference contact Kim Moussa 0424658190

Arebic Closscs: Sat :30am.12:30pm coll Morgo on 0400 001 758 S
Children’s PIaygroup?Tuesgays & Wednesdagy 9.30am-11.30am ATAYAL Tyl eyl 5 EAMA Y AL G e ol Jlesy)
DIOCESAN NOTICES
| FEB 2016 Spiritual Retreat for Men who are pondering their Vocation in life

With Bishop Antoine — Charbel Tarabay ... "Searching for that Star...”
At the Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (247 St Andrew Rd, Varroville NSW)
From Fri 26 Feb (7pm) to Sun 28 Feb 2016 (3pm) | For info, contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435764824 or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

FEB 2016 "Eparchial Appeal" - 13 & 14 Feb 2016 JUL16 WYD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
for thzh\sgpkg Izt&ﬁ,?tlgggté?r:hvglg&%iﬁf|cated "Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7
To ensure that our ministries & programs can continue to serve all the From Krakow continuing on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.
Maronite Community, especially those in need. Departs 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | 29 Days, cost: $8,100
MARONITE SERVICES
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm for Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. ForYoﬁQlﬁi%&ﬁd gsltf%(ziouples
_ Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899 Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 9642 0211

Isyourfamily impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social \Workers can assistyou
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:
Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474. 128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

g Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those

we Pray for:
>
il '} 'f (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Dimitra Giacoumopoulos Achi, Fahima Lahoud Abdelahad, Nkoula Lahoud Abdelahad, Gerges Lahoud
1 Abdelahad, Boulos Lahoud Abdelahad (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) Faithful departed from NFaysse & Halba (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Gerges &
Ghorra Ghaleb, Touma Gerges (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Aziz Hanna (I) Marie Ishac (J) (K)
f Karam Antonios Karam, Badwani & Barbara Kostantine (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Boutros & Mary Lichaa and the infant Youssef Lichaa, Youssef & Fadwa Lahoud, Maroun
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