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ow every year his parents went to erusalem
i for the festival of the Passover. And when he

i was twelve years old, they went up as usual

i for the festival. When the festival was ended

: and they started to return, the boy Jesus

: stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents

: did not know it. Assuming that he was in the

i group of travellers, they went a day’s journey.
i Then they started to look for him among their
i relatives and friends. When they did not find

i him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for

:him.

After three days they found him in the temple, :

i sitting among the teachers, listening to them
i and asking them questions. And all who heard

: him were amazed at his understanding and his :
: answers. When his parents saw him they were
: astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, :

i why have you treated us like this? Look, your

i father and | have been searching for you in

i great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were

: you searching for me? Did you not know that |
i must be in my Father’s house?” But they did

i not understand what he said to them. Then he
i went down with them and came to Nazareth,

i and was obedient to them. His mother

i treasured all these things in her heart. And

: Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in

: divine and human favour.
Lk 2: 41-52

O Lord, at times in our busy lives
we tend to find ourselves
Draw us closer to You and help us
to always find You!

Just like Our Mother Mary and Saint
Joseph were in finding You, may
you bless us to always be patient.

Amen!

Brothers and sisters,

Now if perfection had been attainable
through the levitical priesthood — for the
people received the law under this
priesthood — what further need would
here have been to speak of another priest
i arising according to the order of

: Melchizedek, rather than one according to
he order of Aaron?
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or when there is a change in the priest-

ood, there is necessarily a change in the

Feast of the Glorious

EPIPIT':I;YIIIZa;lmgS :law as well. Now the one of whom these
it 2:11-3: I . :
Lk 3:15-22 i things are spoken belonged to another tribe, :

; - “from which no one has ever served at the
Next Sunday’s Readings |

1st Sunday taltar. For it is evident that our Lord was de-
after Epiphany scended from Judah, and in connection with :

2Cor 10:1-11 . . . . =

anOL 39-34 that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.

It is even more obvious when another priest
arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who :
has become a priest, not through a legal

i requirement concerning physical descent,

but through the power of an indestructible
life. For it is attested of him, “You are a

The

of the priest forever, according to the order of
i Melchizedek.”
temple | , o
i There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of :
are an earlier commandment because it was :
: weak and ineffectual (for the law made .
priceless_ nothing perfect); there is, on the other hand,

i the introduction of a better hope, through
Thomas S. Monson | Which we approach God.

Heb 7: 11-19

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:

Mass Centre -

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/En

..........

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

30am (En I|sh Famlly) 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

g
Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Administrator HILLSMPD ). Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. FrBernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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Hillsy Maronite C
THE BEST LIFE THROUGH JESU
Dear Maronites of the Hills,

Well with 2016 upon us we move into an important foun-
dational year for a Maronite Parish in the Hills District.

In the coming weeks I’'m hoping the steps will be complet-
ed to commence a second Mass in the Hills District with a
Sunday evening 6pm Youth and Family Mass at Our Lady
of Lourdes, Baulkham Hills South. Fr Wim Hoekstra the
Latin Rite Parish Priest of Baulkham Hills Parish (which in-
cludes Our Lady of Lourdes Church) has expressed his
welcome to our Hills Maronite Community to use the
Church for a Maronite Mass in English. So now with Bishop
Tarabay’s approval we are working on an agreement to
finalise arrangements and hopefully commence having a
Maronite Mass from Sunday 24 January 2016.

Of course our 10am Mass at Oakhill College Castle Hill will
continue and from 24 January this Mass will be celebrated
in the Chapel as the College Hall will be needed for the
Students. We are so aﬁpreciative to the Brothers and the
College Staff for their hospitality.

In the first half of 2016 as the Maronite Community of the
Hills comes more and more together | am also hoping to
hold some Community events including an open Forum
Workshop Day to have a chance to involve parishioners in
the planning and setting up of the new Parish.

Light fromthe word

ommomitsy Corner

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE CHRIST

| Today’s Gospel account is the
only passage we have that re-
fers to Jesus as a young 12 year
old boy, but it tells much more
about parenting skills.

Mary, Joseph and Jesus, went to
celebrate the Passover festival
in Jerusalem. As a family they
were bonded by faith and
values. They travelled together

. and they celebrated as a
rcommunity of believers. Jesus’ childhood was like
rmost children.

1 In the journey home, Mary and Joseph assumed

i Jesus was with the group of travellers so they didn’t
rworry too much about what Jesus was up to. They
1allowed him his freedom. He would have spent

1 plenty of time outdoors with others children and

i cousins, running around and being amused and
entertained. However this time it was different.

i The attention of the child Jesus must have been

i captured in some way at the end of the religious

i feast of the Passover, so much so that he stayed
behind in the Temple, ‘sitting among the teachers,

'listening to them and asking them questions’v46.
' Jesus had found his heart’s delight. He wanted to
'know about God and the history of the Israelites.

E Mary and Joseph took Jesus home but they never
1stifled this desire to know more. Jesus grew up ‘in
rdivine and human favour’v52. Jesus had found his
1passion in life and Mary and Joseph provided him
rwith a home that encouraged his curiosity about

In the meantime, | ask you to spread the word to all the
Maronites you know in the Hills regarding the Maronite
Masses. This is the first most important step to build up
the sense of Community and the deep faith connection

with Our Lord Jesus. With Him and through the power of

the Holy Spirit we can work together towards our new
future Parish for the Glory of the Father.

And as someone wished me for the New Year | wish you

1God. So we pray that we may have the same passion
1 for deepening our understanding of God and leading
1rother young people to faith. Amen

all “the best life has through Jesus Christ”.

i Mons Shora Maree EV
' Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF Administrator, Hills Maronite Community |

Shepherd’'s Corner

Brothers and Sisters,

Christmas is truly a glorious occasion when everyone is filled with so much joy in welcoming our Lord and Saviour
into our hearts. As the joy of this Season continues to penetrate our hearts and minds, it is also an opportune
time to reflect on the year that has just passed and start planning for the year ahead.

In reflecting on 2015, | cannot help but reflect on the people that have influenced my life in one way or another
and the relationships that have a<ﬁ:led so much value to me personally and to the parish as a whole. Although we
sometimes get caught up in everything that takes place here at the Cathedral, it is very timely that we take a
moment to share our gratitude and appreciation for all the hard work that everyone does. For this reason, |
would like to dedicate this Shepherd’s Corner to say “Thank you”.

Firstly, | would like to thank my brother priests for all their hard work and support in helping me in the
administration of this parish. | have learnt so much from you and continue to learn. | appreciate your dedication
to the parish and pray that each of you continues to be a beacon in transmitting the love of Christ in everything
that you do. Secondly, | would like to thank all the staff members. It is not easy working for a Church and staff
members are usually working long hours behind the scenes to ensure that everything is planned well and runs
smoothly. | thank you for your commitment and enthusiasm. Next | would like to thank all our committees,
volunteers, choirs, traffic controllers, altar servers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, altar decorators
and all who work tirelessly plan, prepare, organise and run every aspect of our parish. Without you we cannot
exist! Thank you for your generosity and your love in serving the needs of every generation that exists in our
parish. You are the underpinning strength that keeps the foundations of this parish so strong and so alive.
Further, | would like to thank the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family for their squort and presence beside and
among us always. Finally, thank you to all our parishioners. Thank you one and all for everything that you do and
for everything that you give. Most of all thank you for all your prayers. Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral is truly
the nurturing and compassionate mother who supports all Parishes within our Eparchy. This is because of the
love and support of each one of you — the children of Our Lady of Lebanon.

In our Pastoral Council Committee we have taken up the following motto for all that we do during this Jubilee
Year of Mercy: “Unified in Christ, we will be Merciful like the Father through the Grace of the Holy Spirit.” As we
look forward to the year that has just begun, | ask you all also to take this motto as a resolution that you can live
by so that together we can continue our journey towards the Kingdom of God. | wish you all a blessed 2016.

Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

THE FRUIT OF GENTLENESS

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matt. 11:28-30)

Each time | read these beautiful words of Christ, | come to know a serenity of heart
that cannot be compared to any peace on earth. The “gentle and humble” Heart of
Jesus is our model for gentleness, and it takes a strong person to be truly gentle. One
cannot shed the fruits of gentleness without humility of heart combined.

How then, can we follow Christ and rejoice in the wonderful Season of Christmas, with this particular Gift of the
Holy Spirit? Let’s begin by submitting our will completely to God, our Merciful and Loving Father, and giving Him
total control over our lives. This may sound easier said than done, but with God all things are possible, and all we
need to do is pray for this gift of self-surrender which will lead us to the gentle spirit we seek.

To live in a spirit of gentleness requires us to accept God’s judgment in all things. When we are filled with the
Spirit’s fruit of gentleness, we will correct others with easiness instead of arguing in resentment and anger,
knowing that their salvation is far more important than our pride. We will forgive readily, because any offense
toward us is nothing compared to our offenses against God — offenses He’s already forgiven. John the Baptist
was a fiery preacher, yet he exuded true gentleness when he said, “Jesus must increase, | must decrease”

(Jn 3:30).

Gentleness is the character that will show calmness, personal care, tenderness and the Love of Christ in meeting
the needs of others. This means that we must be so soft in correcting a fault in another, that a sinner doesn’t
realize he’s sinned. It means to confront the brother in a manner that is in line with Scripture — to be mild, loving,
encouraging, and clear about the holiness that God calls us to.

Remember, Christmas is the most “gentle” season of all, as it brings forth a newborn child. What could be
gentler than the coming of Baby Jesus into every welcoming heart?

Salwa Elias

Teew's Corner English Faithv Formation Corner

COME ALIVE HOW TO FORM IN FAITH

The end of the Christmas Novena brings to a close the
faith formation committee activities for this year. The
English Christmas Novena was a beautiful spiritual journey
on the way to meet the Gift of Mercy in Bethlehem.

It provided an opportunity to join with the other faith
filled events of the Parish including the beautiful Christmas
Adoration and the very moving Rosary Walk.

The Parish Rosary will return on 11 January 2016. Thanks i
to all those who lead the Rosary each night. The !
committee has organised the schedule for the first half of
2016 and we have some great topics lined up. We !
will also be praying Novena’s in the lead up to !
the Maronite Saints Feasts. In that regard, a huge thanks |
to Fr Yuhanna Azizi and the committee for all their work. |
Don’t forget our recommended reading for the holidays - |
The Luminous Eye by Sebastian Brock. We will be having a |
book discussion early in 2016. i

Finally, whether we have been in the Church all of our
lives or have newly returned, faith formation is a constant
m work in progress. It is a continuous journey of learning on
® the road leading to heaven. It is not enough to simply
B attend multiple talks or undertake endless study and

® know about God - that is only a start. Our ultimate goal
should be to know God. That is achieved, through prayer,
reflection, commitment and perseverance. So while the
B committee may be taking a short break over Christmas,

B your faith formation should not. Don’t forget to attend

% Mass over the holidays - even when your away, focus on

¥ prayer, pray the rosary and attend Adoration if you can.
? Ultimately those are the : - i
best ways to form your faith
and continue on your path
g towards heaven.

, .;_IAIOPENING LAUNCH 7-9pm;
i 10th FEBRUARY May the Child of Mercy

@ travel with you on your
B8 faith formation journey

o YEARS ]O - ]2 lways. Theresa Simon




B Christmas Eve Children’s Mass & Nativity Re-enactment [}
° 4 F % T

Christmas Eve Solemn Mass

To advertise your
business on the

Community
. Business
v High energy Taekwondo classes A\ e 4 Network Page
v’ Experienced, qualified instructors - N il
v’ Learn self defence, gain confidence : media@%rcl)qlgll.org. au
; r

v’ Earn your Black Belt, be a champion!

c Eyelid Surgery
" \ ontact us on = 5 - .
Chris Barnes — 0415 663 966 - ", (02) 8898 1510 Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

A al) AlSSS () gue da Lasi=
Unit 5, 187 Fairfield Rd Guildford j ] Sk - e
Ei www.facebook.com/fmataekwondo s S Phone (02) 97]8 3449




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 3 January: Finding of Our Lord in the Temple

8:00am All the livings and departed of the members of Sodality

3:00pm Youssef Milan Khoury Ghaloub from Blouza (died in
America)

Tuesday 5 January:Eve of the Epiphany

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

6:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water

10:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water

Wednesday 6 January: Epiphany of the Lord
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park
7:00am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
8:45 am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
5:30pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
7:00pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water

Hills Mass Centre Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
6:00pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
Saturday 9 January:

6:00pm One year Matilda Saad Kaysar Abboud from Kfarsghab
wife of Youssef Sarkis Sadek from Zgharta

“The Bible Pro!:ect" Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday
Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
In the Seniors Room (Recommence early 2016)
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JAN 16 Parish Family Picnic
Sun 31 Jan 2016 from 11am

JAN 16 “Faith over Fear” Fersen Camp
8" - 10" Jan 2016 | cost: $170 pp (S50 deposit required to secure spot)
Years 3-6 2015 Fersen students can only attend. Limited spots available

For more info contact Christina on 0412 568 227

Drinks sold on the day| Fun childrens’ activities for all ages

At Campbell Hill Rd picnic area, Guildford | Free Entry & Sausage sizzle
RSVP required for catering purposes. To book SMS Juliette on 0403133502

[ MAR 16 | MYO Lenten Retreat

4-6 March at Benedict XVI retreat centre

JAN 16 REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 201
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

Theme is ‘Restless hearts.” Cost $200
To book contact Sr Margaret on 0412 588 045

JAN 16 Youth Summer Harbour Cruise
Sat 16 Jan 2016 at Pyrmont Wharf at 7Zpm| cost: $60 pp
To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros

JUN 16 | Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland
Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 23 Days, cost: $9,800
For more information and booking
Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS /7 ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8- 9pm contact Connle 0411830349

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899

Loyl B ol LS cllalis

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm
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DIOCESAN NOTICES

LFEB 16 | %Rrrrtual Retreat for Men who are pondering their Vocation in life
h Bishop Antoine — Charbel Tarag(a} "Seard1|r\\§ that Star...”
At the Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (247 St Andrew Rd, Varroville NSW
From Frid 26 Feb (7pm) to Sun 28 Feb 2016 (3pm) | For info, contact
Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435764824 or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

JuL16 WYD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7
From Krakow continuing on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.

Departs 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | 29 Days, cost: $8,700

» MARONITE

SERVICES

///////

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm for Youth
& over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
for relationship, famlly/parentmg Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Isyourfamily impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assistyou

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:

128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

IN OUR PRAYERS

"] (A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Michael Anjoul, Joseph & Josephine Assaf, Marie Azizi, (B) (C) Boutros Khoury Chal-

houb, his wife Asma & son Youssef (D) Parents of Boutros Estephan Douiehy (E) Tannous & Chmouni El Hosn, Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El
Bazouni, (F) lbrahim Hanna Fakhry and his faithful departed, Mary Francis, her parents Elias & Rafika, her sister Mantoura, her brother Boutros and all
their departed and the departed of the Francis Family (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son
Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Tony Hanna (I) Tansa & Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac (J) (K) Karam Antonios
Karam, George Massoud Kiwan, Parents of Youssef Bayk Karam (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Boulos Laoulach (M) Arthur (Otre) Moses, Anthony Mamah
Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun, Youssef & Ghsoun Maroun, Chehade & George &
Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie & Elias Malkoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael &
Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Michael, Jamil & Anna Rizk, Merched & Marin Raad & their sons Youssef & Antoun,
Rizk Family (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Mourched & Marina & Zeina Semaan, Saba Family (T) Robert George Tadros, Kemil & Ghorra
Tanna & Family, Tanous & Lamia Abou Tannous, Tannous Abou Tannous, Joseph, Julia & Karam Tannous (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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