. THE GIFT OF MERCY IS BORN

i registered. This was the first registration and
i was taken while Quirinius was governor of

i Syria. All went to their own towns to be

i registered. Joseph also went from the town of
: Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of

i David called Bethlehem, because he was

i descended from the house and family of

: David. He went to be registered with Mary,

i to whom he was engaged and who was

i expecting a child.

: While they were there, the time came for her :

i to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
i firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of

i cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there

: was no place for them in the inn.

i In that region there were shepherds Iivin%in

: the fields, keeping watch over their flock by

i night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before

i them, and the glory of the Lord shone around

| CHRISTMAS

: them, and they were terrified. But the angel

i said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - am
: bringing you good news of great joy for all the
i people: to you is born this day in the city of

: David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
i This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
: wrapped in bands of cloth and lyingina

i manger.

¢ And suddenly there was with the angel a

i multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
i and saying, “Glory to God in the highest

: heaven, and on earth peace among those

i whom he favours!” When the angels had left
i them and gone into heaven, the shepherds

i said to one another, “Let us go now to

: Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken

glace, which the Lord has made known to us.”
M staff & volunteers

: So they went with haste and found Mary and
: Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

i When they saw this, they made known what

i had been told to them about this child; and all -

i who heard it were amazed at what the
i shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all

The shepherds returned, glorifying and
i praising God for all they had heard and seen,
:as it had been told them.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Finding of Our Lord
in the Temple

Heb 7: 11-19
Lk 2: 41-52

these words and pondered them in her heart. =

Lk 2:1-20

reminds me
that
is MINE and

Iam
Angelica Hagman

'he Priests & Siste

wish you and
your families

Mass Centre - St Patric

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (Enilish Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/E
Mass Centre - Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

i sustains all things by his powerful word.

Brothers and sisters, )
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in
many and various ways by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a
Son, whom he appointed heir of all thm%s,
through whom he also created the worlds.
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he

When he had made purification for sins, he
at down at the right hand of the Majesty on
igh, having become as much superior to
ngels as the name he has inherited is more
xcellent than theirs.

or to which of the angels did God ever say,
You are my Son; today | have begotten

iyou”? Or again, “l will be his Father, and he
:will be my Son”? And again, when he brings
i the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all :
: God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he :
i says, “He makes h|s_angels winds, and his :
i servants flames of fire.

i But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, :
:is forever and ever, and the righteous :
i scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You

: have loved righteousness and
i wickedness; therefore God, your God, has
:anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.”
i beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and
ithe heavens are the work of your hands;
i they will perish, but you remain; they will all :
i wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will

hated
nd, “In the
oll them up, and like clothing they will be

hanged. But you are the same, and your
ears will never end.”
Heb 1:1-12:

Bless us Lord this Christmas,
with quietness of mind;
us to be patient
and always be

ng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Administrator HILLSMPD ). Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. FrBernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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If one needs proof that God
does love us and wants a
relationship with us, then

In no other religion, aside
from Christianity, does God
choose to be born as a human
Eand spend a lifetime among people.

.The birth of Jesus offers us a God of vulnerability and
-Joy A new born offers delight and love. That is what
-God wishes to elicit from us. God makes no demands
' but offers Godself freely and wonderfully.

:God wants to be held tenderly by us and drawn close
Eto our hearts.

.The birth of Jesus shatters all images of a God who is
i revengeful and demanding. The Christmas birth
Igathers family, angels shepherds and animals as
rone, as they recognise the beauty of God.

:Come God into our world, that we may drop all our

i presumptions and embrace the God of S|mpI|C|ty
.Come God into our world that we may delight in
-mnocence and beauty.
-Come God into our world that we may gather in your
'mldst one and all, united by you.
:Come God into our world that we may not feel
rashamed to approach you as we are.
.Come God into our world that we may know you and
-see your gentle beauty.
ICome God into our world and heal us from our
! 'obnoxiousness.
:Come God into our world that we may love you.
i Come God into our world and love us. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF

Brothers and Sisters,

acknowledged Jesus as King, Priest and Saviour. Gold

Christ’s kingly, priestly and prophetic mission.
So today in 2015, with everything that is taking place

those that we come in contact with. You see, Jesus is

are not only radiating God’s mercy, but we are giving

become “Merciful like the Father.”

On behalf of all the priests, | would like to wish you al
prayers, support and encouragement throughout the
do in our parish.

look to the story of Christmas.

Over the last few weeks we have been reflecting on the gifts that we can give Jesus this Christmas. | wrote about
the gifts of our lives, strengths, weaknesses, dreams, past, present and future. All these seem a little strange, but
as we reflected on them we came to understand their importance when we place them in the hands of our Lord.
Two thousand and fifteen years ago, the Magi from the East came bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Again, strange gifts to brought to a little baby! However it is through these gifts that the Magi symbolically

priesthood and myrrh (embalming oil) is a symbol of death. As Christians and through our baptism we share in

What gold will we present him with? Will it be our families, our strengths and talents, our possessions and all
that is valuable in our lives? What frankincense will we bring to the new born king? Will it be our prayers, our
Christian life and mission, our service to the Church and its people? And what myrrh will we offer the new born
babe? Will it be our weaknesses, our fears, the tragedies that we are facing all around the world, the wars, the
poverty and the devastation of our brothers and sisters in humanity? All of these things not only represent who
we are, but more importantly represent who our Lord is. Christmas is a life changing event where we encounter
God among us who communicates himself through hi
Mercy and compassion through the Gift of Mercy — Emmanuel. We are called to transmit this gift of Mercy to all

be able to see the face of Jesus in the face of our neighbour. When we are merciful to our neighbour, then we
The Magi fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy which says: “Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining

radiance.” Today we are called to continue to fulfil this prophecy day in and day out. We need to walk by the
light of Jesus and shine his radiance throughout the world so that through him, the Gift of Mercy, we can

Dear Maronites of the Hills,
In our Maronite tradition a
) person greets you at Christmas
WRE 3 saying “Woolida Al Masih”
e Y meaning literally “The Christ is
D ™ Born!” and you would reply
“Alleluial” which means “God be praised.”
These simple and beautiful practices can be so powerful
when said and meant with true belief and trust. What
does it mean to say “Christ is Born!” as we say it in
English? We are saying that the Anointed One of God, the
awaited Saviour promised from nearly 1500 Years was
born into our world.
From Jesus’ the Christ’s words and actions we can say that
Messiah has revealed to us fully who God is, Loving,
Merciful and Holy Trinity who in the Holy Spirit still allows
to experience the Mystery of God’s Mercy especially in all
that we do as a Church Family today especially in Mass
where we let him be born in us anew each week.
We pray as our Hills Maronite Family is continuing to be
born and grow. Very early in the New Year we hope a
second Mass on Sunday evening will commence in the
Baulkham Hills area.
A big thank you to all who responded so generously to our
call for donations to go towards the cost of the sound
system hire for the Masses. A big well done also to all who
have been helping out every week.
Blessings of Christmas on All.

Mons Shora Maree EV .
Administrator, Hills Maronite Community

is a symbol of kingship on earth; frankincense is a symbol of

in our contemporary lives, what gift will we give to Jesus?

s son Jesus Christ. God communicates the wellspring of his
me and he is you — he is every single one of us. We should

back to Jesus the gift of Mercy — the gift of himself.

| a blessed Christmas. Thank you one and all for all your
year. Without you we are unable to do the things that we

Fr Tony Sarkis
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1. This year, the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ occurs in the course of the
"Jubilee Year of Mercy" declared by Pope Francis. This commences on the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the eighth of December, and ends in
2016 on the Feast of Christ the King, the twentieth of November.

2. The mercy of God was first revealed in His creation of man: "in the image
of himself ... male and female he created them” (Gen 1:27). This mercy has
accompanied man despite his sinning and going astray. It was evident in
various stages of the history of the people of God in the Old Testament, but
manifested itself in a unique way in the New Testament, when God revealed
himself to us through his incarnate Son. This mercy, which appeared in
history as an oasis of repentance and reconciliation, in fact transcends all
time and space. It endures forever. As the Psalmist says: “Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good. His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 136:1).

3. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of mercy itself into our world as a
perfect expression of God's love for humanity. The most beautiful thing we
can contemplate at Christmas is the incarnation of God’s mercy. This not
only reveals to us the greatness of his boundless love and pity for those who
sin and have gone astray, but also that the mercy which flows from the heart
of God has now, through the Divine Incarnation, entered the human heart,
making us more merciful to our brothers and sisters.

Today's world is suffering tremendously from violence and hatred. This is often joined to a hardness of heart
and hostility that leads to torture and murder justified on religious or ideological grounds. More than ever,
there is an urgent need now to experience that mercy of God which leads man to practice compassion and
sympathy when dealing with others. From merciful God to merciful humanity, we journey in contemplation in
the words of our Lord Jesus: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).

. Our celebration of the incarnation of mercy at Christmas must not be limited to words and theories that hold

us prisoners of the letter and the law. We are called, in this Year of Mercy, to courageously and confidently
leave our comfort zones, and to practice compassion and forgiveness in response to Our Lord’s call to us to
repent. Jesus met with sinners and evil-doers, and changed their lives and their hearts, not through the force
of law or the threat of justice, but by mercy and love, proclaiming: "Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7).

One of the main characteristics of God’s mercy, revealing his omnipotence, is that it knows no bounds.

The Lord Jesus explained this in the parable of the Good Samaritan where a man fell victim to thieves, who
left him beaten and half dead along the side of the road. The Good Samaritan, overcoming the ancient
animosity between Jews and Samaritans, and transcending religious and ethnic barriers, treated the man
with mercy. This reveals to us how God's mercy knows no bounds. As such, the mercy of each of us towards
our brothers and sisters must overcome every barrier and border, and necessarily be put into practice, not
remaining a fleeting emotion.

On this occasion, | invite you, dear sons and daughters of our Eparchy, to work together and extend a helping
hand to the deprived and vulnerable, especially to the refugees in Lebanon and the Middle East. Let us also
bear in mind the poor and the marginalised in many parts of the world, where they have been pushed to the
outskirts of big cities, where they live in extreme poverty and suffer deprivation and injustice.

Every work of mercy which we perform for one of our brethren, we do also for the person of Jesus himself,
who is concealed behind the hungry and the thirsty, the sick and the stranger, the marginalised and the
prisoner, whether we know this or not.

. Dearly beloved,

This Year of Mercy is a voice calling our political leaders in the wilderness of today's world, to truthfully and
honestly work for peace and bring to an end the wars throughout the world, especially in Syria and Iraq.

It is also a call to all those who, to achieve their hidden agendas, employ the name of religion to justify killing
and hatred, to listen to the voice of their humanity and their consciences, and to realise that every person is
precious, and that life is a gift from God. This should lead them to respect it, and cease their deadly schemes
and operations which each and every day claim the lives of innocent souls.

The Door of Mercy is Jesus Christ himself. He has opened this door for us through the Church and the
Sacraments, especially through the Sacraments of the Eucharist and Reconciliation. In this Holy Jubilee Year,
we have dedicated Doors of Mercy in three churches of our Eparchy. These are: St Maroun’s Cathedral in
Redfern, Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral in Harris Park, and Our Lady of Lebanon Church in Melbourne.
The passage of believers through the Door of Mercy has the symbolic and mystical meaning that we pass with
the Lord Jesus from darkness to light, from slavery to freedom, and from sin to grace. May our celebration of
Christmas this year truly be an occasion to renew the birth of mercy in our hearts, in our communities, and in
our world.

Christ is Born! Alleluial

Sydney, 24 December 2015.
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia
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Ml MaroniteCare playgroup Christms party

¥ “’1 FDW Christmas Dinner

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
S5 ONLY a week donation are available at the Church Doors.
Fillin and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.

370 Parishioners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $4,841,547 Units $1,590,819

® MARONITE SERVICES a ®

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm for Youth Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
&over - Under 18s only with adult supervision for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. ForYouth 18 & & Adults & Coupk
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899 ' oLisa Makk%i:cmn (l)jsl 102 pes
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999 Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Isyour family impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assistyou
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:
Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474. 128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter E4A ES;:
Community Business Network Page? %“:c DR DDMIT AZAR
The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals Specialist Eye Surgeor
a week through print and over v High energy Taekwondo classes Cataract sur i i i
M 3 . P . walified i gery, Diabetic Eye Disease
ZI(:Z::) 0 ér;ctl;wduals through onllng medla. + Learn se}fzef:,c: gain confidence Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
r $on ogfgucgr?eggomoyrzgag:gness v Earn your Black Belt, be a champion! Eyelid Surgery
for the whole month. Chris Barnes — 0415 663 966 ?:sm;"a“:‘fa'f‘e" ' ‘,::bw's'{ King N
For details email media@olol.org.au Unit 5, 187 Fairfield Rd Guildford i 2ol al€hl (g gue dal p (Alass
Or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510 Ei www.facebook.com/fmatackwondo g’y Phone (02) 9718 3449




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

£ gwnad) il 38

Sunday 27 December: Sunday after Christmas
11:00am 40 Day Nelly Kiwan from Fradiss —Barouk El Chouf wife
of Antoun Abou Hammad from Saghbine

Sunday 3 January: Finding of Our Lord in the Temple
8:00am All the livings and departed of the members of Sodality

2,

<

Friday 25 December: Christmas Day

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English

5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

7:00pm Mass in English

Hills Mass Centre Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
10:00am Family Mass in English

St Patrick Mass Centre - Guildford
6:00pm Mass in English

Saturday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

Hills Mass Centre Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
10:00am Mass in English

Friday 1 January 2016: New Year’s Day - World Day of Peace
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

Hills Mass Centre Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
10:00am Mass in English

Tuesday 5 January:Eve of the Epiphany

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

6:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water
10:00pm Epiphany Mass Vigil with Blessing of the water

Wednesday 6 January: Epiphany of the Lord
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park
7:00am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
8:45 am Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
5:30pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water
7:00pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water

Hills Mass Centre Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
6:00pm Epiphany Mass with Blessing of the water

.

<

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday
Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
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UNIT FOR RENT
Address: 5/58 Alice St, Harris Park NSW
For more information contact Anthony on 0467 064 270

JAN 16 Youth Summer Harbour Cruise
Sat 16 Jan 2016 at Pyrmont Wharf at Zpm | cost: $60 pp

in the Seniors Room (Recommence early 2016)
| DEC15 |

OLOL Youth Christmas & New Years part
Wed 30 Dec 2015 at OLOL Carpark (facing Y.C.) at 7pm| cost: $30 pp
To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros

To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros
JAN 16 |

JAN 16 “Faith over Fear” Fersen Camp

8™ - 10" Jan 2016 | cost: $170 pp ($50 deposit required to secure spot)
Years 3-6 2015 Fersen students can only attend. Limited spots available

Parish Family Picnic
Sun 31 Jan 2016 from 11am
At Campbell Hill Rd picnic area, Guildford | Free Entry & Sausage sizzle
Drinks sold on the day | Fun childrens’ activities for all ages
RSVP required for catering purposes. To book SMS Juliette on 0403133502
JUN 16 |

Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland

For more info contact Christina on 0412 568 227
JAN 16 |

REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 23 Days, cost: $9,800
For more information and booking
Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICES

LEEB 16 | Spiritual Retreat for Men who are
ith Bishop Antoine —Charbel TaraBaK \
At the Mount Carmel Retreat Centre (247 St Andrew Rd, Varroville NSW)
From Frid 26 Feb (7pm) to Sun 28 Feb 2016 (3pm) | For info, contact
Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435764824 or Yuhanna@maronite.org.au

ondering their Vocation in life
"Searchiv for that Star...”
a

[JUL16 |  \wWyD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7
From Krakow continuing on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.
Departs 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | 29 Days, cost: $8,700
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

¥

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Michael Anjoul, Marie Azizi, Raymond Anjoul (B) (C) Shamel Chalita and his wife Rosita
(D) Garabet Krikor Derohannession (E) Tannous & Chmouni El Hosn, Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El Bazouni, Mounir EI Bazouni (F) Ibrahim
Hanna Fakhry and his faithful departed (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul
Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, George Sara Hawi, Diby Hawi, Tannous Youssef Hady (I) Tansa &
Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac (J) Elias & Mariam Jahjah (K) Karam Antonios Karam (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Boulos Laoulach (M) Arthur (Otre)
Moses, Anthony Mamah Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef & Ghsoun
Maroun, Chehade & George & Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie & Elias Malkoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana
& Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Mourched
& Marina & Zeina Semaan (T) Robert George Tadros, Diab Tansa (U) (V) (W) Hanane Wahibe, Chafika Wadiaa (Y) Saadallah & Rafqa Younan (2)
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