The Good News
£. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

REVELATION TO JOSEPH
FEAST OF ST. NEMETALLAH HARDINI

: in this way. When his mother Mary had been
i engaged to Joseph, but before they lived

i together, she was found to be with child from

the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
i righteous man and unwilling to expose her to

public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.

: But just when he had resolved to do this, an

i angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be

: afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
i conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She

i will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their

i sins.”

All this took place to fulfil what had been

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took pIace

Next Sunday’s Readings
Genealogy
of Jesus

Rom 1: 1-12
Mt 1:1-17

: spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
i “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

i and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which

 means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke :

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
i commanded him; he took Mary as his wife,
i but had no marital relations with her and she
i had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
Mt 1: 18:25

O Blessed St. Joseph
kind and loving father,
protector of the
look with compassion upon all fam|I|es
especially Fathers.

By your merits, grant them the courage
to follow your example of
fidelity, obedience, and purity of heart,

so that all families may be

\

N |

Let us
allow ourselves
to be infected
by
St. Joseph's
silence!

We need it greatly
in a world
that is often
too noisy that
does not favour
meditation
or listening
to the

Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses H
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (En I|sh Famlly) 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/En g)
Mass Centre - Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Brothers and sisters,
This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner
for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - :
for surely you have already heard of the :
commission of God’s grace that was given
me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as | wrote above

:in a few words, a reading of which will ;
i enable you tofpercelve my understanding of :

he mystery of Christ. In former generations
his mystery was not made known to
umankind, as it has now been revealed to

is holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
hat is, the Gentiles have become fellow

eirs, members of the same body, and

harers in the promise in Christ Jesus

hrough the gospel.

: Of this gospel | have become a servant 5
:according to the gift of God’s grace that was
i given me by the working of his power.
i Although | am the very least of all the saints, :
i this grace was given to me to bringto the
i Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of :
i Christ, and to make everyone see what is the ;
i plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
iwho created all things; so that through the

i church the wisdom of God in its rich variety :
i might now be made known to the rulers and :
{authorities in the heavenly places. This was
{in accordance with the eternal purpose that
i he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in :
iwhom we have access to God in boldness
i and confidence through faith in him. | pray
itherefore that you may not lose heart over

: my sufferings for you; they are yourﬁltg)ry

o (!Eatm[eltgbt |

“THE GIFT OF MERCY IS BORN” ™

On Friday 18 Dec15 @ 8
In the Church GrowwEm

With [we Nai:mty & Choirs

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Administrator HILLSMPD ). Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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TION TO JOSEPH

The Bible is the story of
people’s encounter with God.
A God who is ever present.
A God who offers guidance.

In the events leading up to
Christmas, this Sunday’s Gospel
1 passage focuses on Joseph’s
role. It begins with Joseph,
having found out Mary’s

| pregnancy, had chosen ‘to
dismiss her quietly’v19. It is a
short verse but it would have
had devastating consequences
% for Mary. To have been
abandoned by the man she was to marry and then
to be found by the neighbourhood to be with child.
"It was a difficult situation to save. Yet it is in the
'most impossible times that God shows power.

EJoseph encounters God’s will when everything
rseemed lost. Mary was in a situation where she
rcould have been stoned for being pregnant outside
1of marriage. Joseph was in turmoil because the one
rhe had loved and chosen to marry had seemingly
'betrayed him. There was no bright horizon in all of
1this. Then God steps in.

E’The Lord appeared to him in a dream’v20. Joseph,
1in the silence of the night, hears God’s words and
rawakens to a new solution. God is present even
rwhen it seems nothing can be done. God calls us to
rredeem those difficult events by offering the best of
rwho we are.

i Joseph loved Mary and was willing to extend that

i love to its furthest limits. God had revealed to

i Joseph only love endures and will see us through.

1 God will lead us to hope. Amen

i Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

4
o= —

Brothers and Sisters,

to Mary an

ilﬁrimage through the Door of Mercy. Pilgrims an
e

Hills Mavronite Conmumunity Corner

WONDERFUL RESPONSE FOR FIRST MASS

Dear Maronites of the Hills,
The Benildus Hall of Oakhill College was overwhelmed last
Sunday for the Inaugural Mass. Ten minutes before the
Mass was to begin a message came in from the carpark to
bring out the extra 200 chairs. | watched as Committee
members scrambled to the task and these with the other
400 Chairs already out filled to capacity and there was
only standing and pram room. It was an uplifting sight to
see so many young Maronite families and future Hills
Maronite Parishioners of all age groups gathering
enthusiastically for their first Maronite Mass in the Hills.
There was also well-wishers from OLOL, St George and
other Maronite Parishes coming to offer support and join
in the Mass for the birth of the New Maronite Community
including Fr Tony, Fr Antoun and the Maronite Sisters.
You can see the photo on page 4.

Our appreciation goes out to Bishop Tarabay for his vision
and support for the new Mass Centre and for celebrating
the Inaugural Mass. A big thank you to Mons John Boyle
representing Fr Peter Williams Administrator of the
Diocese of Parramatta who both have also been of great
supfpf;ort. Our appreciation to Br Raymond Kahn and all the
Staff at Oakhill College for their hospitality.

Also a big “Well-Done!” to all the Steering Committee
members, Volunteers, Liturgy Leaders and Servers who all
worked together in such a good spirit and our
APPRECIATION to those who supported by way of
attendance, prayers and donations towards Mass and
logistics and Brunch costs.

We look forward to seeing you, the Hills Maronites, every
Sunday at 10:00am and also for our Christmas Masses:
Christmas Eve 6:00pm Children’s Mass, Christmas Day
10:00am and Boxing Day, Praises of the Mother of Christ,
10:00am.
Mons Shora Maree
EV & Chaplain for Youth OLOL
Administrator, Hills Maronite Parochial District

Shepherd's Corner
What gift will you bring Jesus this Christmas? The gift of your “Dreams”...

Today we celebrate the Revelation to Joseph where the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
explained to him the events that would unfold in the time ahead and their importance. One very important thing
that the angel said to Joseph was “Do not be afraid”. Joseph was very troubled about everythinithat happened
it was understandable that he would feel confused and frustrated. However when

God’s plan for Mary and himself, he felt a sense of relief and satisfaction.

How often do we, like Joseph, feel much confusion and frustration when things do not
work in accordance with our plans? We have so many dreams and aspirations in our lives
yet many times they are only that, dreams and aspirations. Further when we do not
achieve these, we tend to be even more confused and more frustrated to the extent that
we give up all together. Have you ever thought of placing these dreams in the hands of the
Lord? Yes this might sound silly! I mean how on earth do you offer your dreams to God?
You offer them to God by truly coming to the understanding that firstly God has a plan for
each one you. This plan may not be in-sync with your own personal plan.

Secondly, you come to the understanding and contentment with whatever God has willed
for you. This means that you become reliant on God’s timing and not your own.

In this way you will be entrusting your dreams to God who knows you and loves you.

He is the one that continually comes to you and tells you to not be afraid.

Y So this Christmas, let us hand over all our dreams to our Lord Jesus Christ and rely on his
~ 1 will and only his will in our lives.

e understood

Last Sunday we opened our first Mass Centre in the Hills District. Congratulations to Msgr Shora Maree and his

team on this great milestone. May this be the first step in the opening of a new Parish in our Eparchy.

This week we celebrated a very special event in our parish. In accordance with the instructions of the Holy

Father, Pope Francis, regarding the Jubilee Year of Mercy, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay opened

a Holy Door of Mercy at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. The Door of Mercy has many Theological

and Pastoral perspectives and the Holy Father has granted indulgences to all those who faithfully make the

penitents pass through it as a gesture of leaving the past
ind and crossing the threshold from sin to grace, from slavery to freedom, and from darkness to light.

But the door finds meaning only when the believer associates the door with Christ. Jesus is the Door!

The Door of Mercy will be open from 12th December 2015 till 20 November 2016. | look forward to seeing you

at the Christmas Novena which begins on Tuesday 15th December 2015.

Spiritual

Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

MODESTY — FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

As we prepare ourselves for the birth of Our Lord in this fruitful season in the Maronite
Church, we continue to reflect on the wonderful gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Fruit for this
week’s article is the Fruit of the Holy Spirit of Modesty. But what is modesty?

Modesty is not only the way in which we dress. Modesty also represents our actions and
behavior.

“Modesty protects the intimate center of the person. It means refusing to unveil what
should remain hidden. It is ordered to chastity to whose sensitivity it bears witness.

It guides how one looks at others and behaves toward them in conformity with the dignity
of persons and their solidarity.” (CCC 2521)

Being modest requires us to consider not only how we dress, but how we behave and speak.

We should also remember Genesis 1:27 and that “we are made in His image and likeness” and as Christians we
must strive to reflect this in our behavior and attire. If we are therefore made in the image and likeness of God,
we were created to reflect love, as explained in St John Paul II’'s Theology of the Body, the human person is
created in God’s image (The Trinity; Father, Son, Holy Spirit) which is an external exchange of love, therefore we
must reflect love by showing one another the respect and dignity we show Christ. If we disrespect our bodies we
are therefore disrespecting God since we are created in his image and likeness.

Remember modesty is not a restriction on freedom. By focusing less on our image and more on self-control and
our interior self, modesty can allow us to experience true freedom.

Christina Maksisi
Fersen Corner English Faithv Formatiow Corner
“FAITH OVER FEAR” - FERSEN CAMP ENGLISH CHRISTMAS NOVENA
1On the 8"-10" of January 2016 Fersen children from i The final event being organised by the English Faith
 grades 3-6 of 2015 will be going on our annual | Formation Committee this year is the English Christmas
' Fersen camp which will be held at Stanwell Tops. | Novena. The Novena begins on 15 December and is nine

L , , , consecutive days of prayer, ending on 23 December.
Fersen C” 2016 It is a wonderful way of preparing ourselves for the birth

of our Lord Jesus Christ.

January &-=1C
The incensing of the Blessed Sacrament, the prayers, the
Syriac hymns and the processions all help us to worship
and glorify the Word of God who is coming to save us and
¢ live among us. The daily prayers (one for each day) are rich
in their imagery and poetry. They help us to reflect on his
_f humility, love and divinity and at the same time our
R weaknesses and failures. They help us to live our never
= ending love story with our Mother Mary.

< The novena also includes Benediction. The Novena will be
D held each day at 8pm except for the night of Carols when

)\\ it will be held at 7.30pm.

ODNLACH nristina O41.25682/
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We have also organised a rosary
1walk from in front of Westmead
ichildren's hospital to the Church,
'beginning at 6pm on Saturday 19
1 December and arriving before y
EC A S

' The theme this year is “Faith over Fear”. The aim of

i the camp is to gather the Fersen children and

E provide them with an opportunity to deepen their

i relationship with Our Lord Jesus through the perfect
'example of Our Lady.

15 Tues 8pm
16 Wed 8pm after the 7pm English Mass

]
i The camp is also going to be a chance for the 150 In the hustle ar\d bustle 17 nibsavaole S|\
 children to learn about the role of faith in ! leading up to Christmas, book 77| N
' overcoming fears and involves courage building ieach night at 8pm m_to your T ]
| activities. The cost is $170 for full accommodation ! calendar and make time 1o . R
'and catered meals. If you are interested please i prepare yourself spiritually for WL e sl
| contact Christina on 0412 568 227. + the Birth of Our Lord.

ﬁi) OUR LA

! Matthew Semaan i Theresa Simon




.....

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass -
Renewal of Sodality promise - 18 new members

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
S5 ONLY a week donation are available at the Church Doors.
Fillin and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.

370 Parishioners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $4,841,541 Units $1,590,819

SRR i
® MARONITE SERVICES ¥
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm for Youth Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
& over - Under 18s only with adult supervision for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103 For Teens 12-18 years and their families.

Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Ny Ao 0430 33 53 O DaBB 2808 OO oo 13 e g Pl
elly Azize or Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999 Email: coﬁ?wsel%g@?%aronitecare.org.au

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Isyour family impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assistyou
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:
Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474. 128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page? DR DOMIT AZAR
The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals Specialist Eye Surgec

a week throuajhrgrmt and over Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Dise

2000 individuals ugh online media. Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration
For $500 yogLI can prolr\}we(%;c’t,a yﬁur business Eyelid Surgery
On our business OrK page Australian-trained | Arabic-speakin
for the whole month. I " =

For details email media@olol.org.au dall IS5 (G gue dad > (el O
Or Contact us on (02) 8898 151 Phone (02) 9718 3449




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 13 December: Revelation to Joseph/ St Nematallah Hardini Feast
9:30am 40 Day John Elias Zeinaty from Jounieh
5:00pm 40 Day Farouk Antoun Gharib from Dekwaneh, lived in Zgharta

Tuesday 15 December: Beginning of Christmas Novena every day
6:00pm Mass in Arabic
8:00pm Mass in English

Saturday 19 December
6:00pm One Year Hanna Elias Chalouhi from Darebachtar

Sunday 20 December: Genealogy of Jesus
11:00am One Year Assaad Antonios Khodair from Bane
5:00pm 40 Day John Youssef Abouzeid from Jezzine

Thursday 24 December: Christmas Eve

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

6:00pm Kids Mass with Santa in English

11:00pm Midnight Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Oakhill Catholic College Mass Centre, Castle Hill
6:00pm Kids Mass in English

Friday 25 December: Christmas Day

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park
8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English

5:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

7:00pm Mass in English

Oakhill Catholic College Mass Centre, Castle Hill
10:00am Mass in English

St Patrick Mass Centre - Guildford
6:00pm Mass in English

Saturday 26 December: Praises of the Mother of God
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Harris Park

8:00am Mass in Arabic

9:30am Mass in English

11:00am Mass in Arabic & English

6:00pm Mass in Arabic & English

Oakhill Catholic College Mass Centre, Castle Hill
10:00am Mass in English

Faith & Light Committee

Sun 13 & 20 Dec after 8am & 9.30am Masses
Selling cookies and chocolate
In support of the social events and transport for the members with special needs

oo FROMTHE COMMUNITY YOUTH&PASTORALCENTRE
[DEcis] Faith&lightCommitee  [IANI6]  “faithoverfear’Fersencamp |
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“Faith over Fear” Fersen Camp
8™-10" Jan 2016 | cost: $170 pp ($50 deposit required to secure spot)
Years 3-6 2015 Fersen students can only attend. Limited spots available

[DEC15]

Parish Pilgrimage Information Night
Tue 15 Dec at 7pm
At the Youth Discussion Room, Level 1 in CYPC Centre

For more info contact Christina on 0412 568 227
JAN 16 |

REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

DEC15] OLOL Christmas Adoration (Silent Night, Holy Night)

. . .. Thur 17 Dec at .8%m o .
Candlelight Procession with the arabic & english Choirs/ Light Supper provided

are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
JAN 16

Youth Summer Harbour Cruise
Sat 16 Jan 2016 at Pyrmont Wharf at Zpm | cost: $60 pp

[ DEC15 | OLOL Youth Christmas & New Years part

Wed 30 Dec 2015 at OLOL Carpark S‘gcin Y.C.) at 7pm| cost: $30 pp
To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros

To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros
JAN 16 |

Parish Family Picnic
At Campbell Hill Rd picnic area, Guildford | Free Entry & Sausage sizzle

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday
Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
n Seniors Room (Recommence early 2016)

Sun 31 Jan 2016 from 11am
Drinks sold on the day | Fun childrens’ activities for all ages
RSVP required for catering purposes. To book SMS Juliette on 0403133502

JUN 16 |

Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland
Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 23 Days, cost: $9,800

. FltRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD _
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

For more information and booking
Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICES

[DEC15] The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel - Lunch Gathering

In support of "The Formation of Seminarians in the Maronite Eparchy of AU"
Tue 15 Dec at 11.30 am at OLOL Pastoral Centre |cost: $50 pp

To book contact Mariette 0416084639 or Noelle 0433373720 or Zita 0412789042

DEC15 ~ Carols at Beit Maroun Strathfield _
His Excellency Bishop Antaine-Charbel Tarabay invites all the Maronite
Youth to join him for a joyful orlug‘ht of Christmas Carols

a

Mon 21 Dec from 7pm LFree event and all are welcome (BBQ will follow)
Encouraged to bring Christmas gifts for donation to Children’s Charity
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, Michael Anjoul, Marie Azizi (B) Jean Gerges Boumelhem (C) (D) Garabet Krikor Derohannession, Louis Draibi (E)
Tannous & Chmouni El Hosn, Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El Bazouni, Melhem Eid (F) Family of Akl Kassis Achkar (G) Colleen Madeline
George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Touma Gerges (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil
Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Aziz Hanna (1) Tansa & Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac, Khalil & Marina Abboud Issa, Marie Ishac (K) Karam
| Antonios Karam (J) (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Boulos Laoulach (M) Arthur (Otre) Moses, Anthony Mamah Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese
Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef & Ghsoun Maroun, Chehade & George & Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie & Elias
| Malkoun, Hamid George Masri, Elias & Salimeh Mohssen, Chmouni Rizk Mohssen, Youssef Mohssen, Gerges Mouawad (N) Yaacoub & Salwa Nasim,

= | Abdel Massih Naoum (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour
Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Mourched & Marina & Zeina Semaan, Boulos & Adelle Sassine, Raymond
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