The Good News
£. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

i Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
i and she bore a son. Her neighbours and

i relatives heard that the Lord had shown his

: great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
: On the eighth day they came to circumcise the
i child, and they were going to name him

i Zechariah after his father. But his mother said,
i “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her,

: “None of your relatives has this name.” Then
i they began motioning to his father to find out :
i what name he wanted to give him. He asked
: for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is

i John.” And all of them were amazed.

{ Immediately his mouth was opened and his

i tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising
: God.

Fear came over all their neighbours, and all
i these things were talked about throughout

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Next Sunday’s Readings
Revelation
to Joseph
Eph 3:1-13
Mt 1: 18-25

Brothers and sisters,
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the :
law, will you not listen to the law? Foritis
written that Abraham had two sons, one by

a slave woman and the other by a free
woman. One, the child of the slave, was
tborn according to the flesh; the other, the
hild of the free woman, was born through
he promise. Now this is an allegory: these
omen are two covenants. One woman, in
act, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing
hildren for slavery.

ow Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and
i corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for
i she is in slavery with her children. But the

i the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard
i them pondered them and said, “What then
: will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand
i of the Lord was with him.
Lk 1: 57-66

Lord, give me

patience and faith. &
With You and in You,

— things are
g Amen!
{

On Friday 18 Dec15 @ 8
In the Church Gro
With live Nativity & Choirs

| Let Nothing

All things

pass...

Patience

achieves

|everything|

~ Mother Teresa ~

i other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem
i above; she is free, and she is our mother. :

For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one,
you who bear no children, burst into song
and shout, you who endure no birth pangs;
for the children of the desolate woman are
more numerous than the children of the one i
who is married.” :

i Now you, my friends, are children of the

i promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time

i the child who was born according to the

i flesh persecuted the child who was born

according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But

i what does the scripture say? “Drive out the

i slave and her child; for the child of the slave

:will not share the inheritance with the child

i of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are
children, not of the slave but of the free :

i woman. For freedom Christ has set us free.

i Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit

fagain to a yoke of slavery.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (En I|sh Famlly) 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/En
Mass Centre - Oakhill College, Castle Hill 10am (Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Gal 4:21- 5:1!

g

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contacts : Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (EV & Administrator HILLSMPD ). Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. FrBernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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om the word, . ,
BIR OFfS'OHN THE BAPTIST TWO BIRTHS IN THE HiLLs

Our Gospel passage today is Dear Maronites of the Hills,
"M focused on the birth of John the | On this Sunday we celebrate two births; firstly the Birth of
y Baptist, as we read the events | John the Baptist and we hear that John’s Birth was talked
leading up to Christmas. In God’s | about throughout the entire Hill country of Judea and the

gift of John to Zechariah and hand of the Lord was with Him preparing him for his

| Elizabeth, all are left praising God. | mission in preparing the way for the Messiah. The second
God had promised the ageing is the Birth of the Hills Maronite Community with the First
couple Zechariah and Elizabeth Maronite Mass in the Hills District.

that they would have a child. . . .

Zechariah was struck dumb at the \'\/>|/e pray that, like in the first Birth, the news of the new

announcement while Elizabeth lass Centre will be talked about throughout all the Hills
District by Maronite families and that the guiding and

h T ; : . : .
'and be the rec,p,eﬂir}téggos ;ztlgﬁt,()% igﬁ"k‘,‘gﬁf providential hand of the Lord will be with all serving

' overwhelming we don’t know what to say or do. towards establishing another Maronite Parish that .
'Yet all we need do is bask in the Good News. yvrhr_\essgs to the Christ our Saviour as did John the Baptist
' When the baby is born, Elizabeth names him John, N his mlsspn: ) ) )

-to the disapproval of nelghbours and relatives. Our appreciation to His Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel
-Zecharlah also insists on the name and his muteness |Tarabay, for his Vision and support for new Mass Centres

- is removed. Both Zechariah and Elizabeth had and Parishes for our growing Community. Our deep thanks
i experienced God’s wonderful action in their lives to Oakhill College for their hospitality in hosting the new
+and it made them bold and determined to further Mass Centre. A well done to all the Steering Committee

1 God’s will ratfher Elhar? social expeocltatlons , members and all who prepared and participated in the

: E)f(rl’i%IeFrl)cIFo(\)Nir?é)socciglnr%grsr#: iasnno(t)l;cr) Fi)rirrfgﬁcgg?s Mass and our thanks to those who donated toward the set
| : : . - for the Hall and the Brunch.

't What really matters is furthering God’s ways, which up . .u o

is the ultimate source of truth, power and life. If you would like to help in this mission attend Mass every

Sunday 10am at Oakhill College, Castle Hill and register
| ‘began to speak, praising God, v64 for nothlng can your help after Mass with our Volunteers or through our

-contaln the joy received when we are open to God’s Face Book Page.
1 spirit at work in us. It is generosity of love that God | As we are drawing close to Christmas we will be announcing

:Zecharlah in fully accepting God’s will for him,

-offers but it is powerful and life transforming. Christmas Masses next Week.

,50 we pray, choose us God to be your faithful Looking forward in trust, to pray and work together under

i disciples. We are open to your grace and desire to | the guiding hand of the Lord.

1do as you will, for we know your ways are above all Mons Shora Maree !
.other ways. Amen EV & Chaplain for Youth OLOL !
i Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF Administrator, Hills Maronite Parochial District |

herd’s Corner
What gift will you bring Jesus this Christmas? The gift of your “Weaknesses”...

Brothers and Sisters,

As we celebrate the Birth of John the Baptist through our Liturgy this week | want to focus on a particular gift
which you may consider to be a little strange. Last week | spoke about giving Jesus the gift of your “strengths”
and this week | have chosen the gift of your “weaknesses”. You are probably asking yourself: how can your
weakness be a gift? How can a negative be a positive?

We all have weaknesses and whether or not we identify them or face them they can
prove to be a big burden in our lives or a cross that we carry throughout our lives.
These weaknesses can vary greatly. So how do we give Jesus the gift of our

| weaknesses? We give him this gift by firstly acknowledging that this weakness exists
and that God has created us and loves us even with our weakness.

Secondly, we accept that this weakness is part of our identity, a part of who we are.
Thirdly, we need to work on this weakness with every effort so that it does not
allow us to fall into the trap of sin and destroy our relationship with God. We must
not let it get the better of us, we must use everything that we have in our power to
resist the temptation to be complacent and allow it to take over our lives.

Fourthly, we need to pray for this weakness.

Lastly, we need to place it in the hands of Jesus as an offering or a sacrifice that at times we must live with for
the rest of our lives. However when we place our weakness in the hands of the Lord the cross that we are
carrying becomes lighter because we allow him to carry this cross with us. This weakness then turns into
something that we can learn from carrying us to the salvation and holiness that our heart truly desires.

So this Christmas, place in the hands of Jesus the gift of your weaknesses and allow him to help you in carrying
your cross.

The preparations for the birth of our Lord are truly in full swing. The stunning nativity in the church with all the
Christmas decorations is captivating the hearts of all. A very big thank you to our Seniors and Media committees
and youth who have organised these and who have truly been living the spirit of Christmas by helping with all
the decorations and events. The count down to the Christmas Novena has begun and we are exactly ten days
away from the start. We will be praying the Novena in Arabic after the evening Masses and in English later on in
the night (at 8pm except for the night of the Carols). Please keep an eye out for the announcements and flyers so
that you don’t miss out.

Fr Tony Sarkis
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Article of the Week

THE FRUITS OF SELF-CONTROL IN PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS

“Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee”.
(Matt 11:10) These words were spoken from the mouth of our Lord before He exclaimed
“that of all those born of women, there has risen no greater then John the Baptist”.

In fact, all four of the gospels connect John the Baptist with Isaiah’s prophecy that one is
coming in the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord. (Isaiah 40:3) As we draw closer to
the great feast of Christmas let us reflect upon how we too can prepare the way for our
Lord. Even before His birth, John leapt for joy in the presence of our savior at the
visitation. This Christmas may we too leap for joy as we welcome the new born King into
our hearts. During his preaching, John the Baptist declared that “After me comes one who
is mightier than |, the thongs of whose sandals | am unworthy to tie”. (Mark 1:7)

As we approach the birth of Christ let us lay down our pride, hard hearts and aim to humble ourselves before our
king who in all humility chose to become like us in all things except sin. During his life, St John lived a life of
penance choosing to fast and abstain from wine and bread. This Christmas let us reflect upon the true meaning
of Christmas and practice the virtue of self-control rather than the vices of materialism and attachment.

St John the Baptist instructed the congregation to share their clothing and food with the poor, to not take more
then is appointed to them and to be content with their wages. (Luke 3:10-14)

This Christmas let us strive to exemplify that same self-control that John preached about, so that our souls may
truly relish the gift of Christmas. Self-control does not delight in gluttony, lust or greed but rejoices in humility,
charity and patience. Self-control is about rooting out our self-will that constantly seeks to gratify our own
desires instead of seeking the good of the other. St Pope John Paul Il explained that freedom does not consist in
doing what we like but rather in having the right to do what we should. With this in mind let us truly reflect upon
the life of St John the Baptist and aim to prepare the way of the Lord.

Rob Mourad

B Family Corner
Teewy Corner Do | WALK THE WALK?
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(ﬁ///li(’/’ relationship with God is extremely dependent on what
they have seen modelled by the men in their lives.

They need to see that the faith of their father is lived in
every area of his life. Dad has to walk the walk, not only

FRIDAY talk the talk.

% Organised by the family committee, the Men Faith
YL 11TH OF DECMBER Formation group, has been meeting once a month on a

T *}‘é Moné:la¥ giggt, tlc() open the heart andlr]pind to receive the

IR Word of God. Like Jesus, we strive in life to grow in

ﬁ N ’ ' AT 7.00PM—11.30PM wisdom and in favour with God.

.-’.. \
Qs .,‘;',

Towards the end of the year, we are called to review the
year and make a resolution for the next. Recently, the
group had the end of year dinner where we were all asked
what our resolution is for 2016. This is a summary of the
answers: "pray with my family, attend Mass frequently,
attend confession regularly, read and learn more about
the Gospel, read spiritual books, learn and accept the
Catechlism, spend more time with my family, live my faith
at work..."

While no one is a perfect father, we can do our best to
help our children to grow into what God desires them to
JOSEPH: 0405 122 064 be.

% ¥ AMANDA: 0434 547 432 If you are interested in joining our meetings, make it a
b ' resolution, call/SMS myself Joseph Ayoub on 0411752993
fh- to find out more. For Women’s Faith Formation, please
‘ contact Juliette on 0403133502.

re
Ut
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OLOLGIFT SHOP
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Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter

Community Business Network Page? DR DUMIT AZAR

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals | Specialist Eye Surgeo.
a week through print and over

2000 individuals through online media. Cataract surgery, DIatCHgeye Disoggy

Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,

For $500 you can promote your business Eyelid Surgery
on o?&?ﬂ%ﬁilgenﬁgﬁmpage Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking

For details email media@olol.org.au A*ﬂ‘ els.u Qo daln "f‘mﬁ’
Or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510 Phone (02) 9718 3449

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
¢ Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

9637 3227

Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

£ 9sa) il 28

Sunday 6 December: Birth of John the Baptist

8:00am All the livings and departed of the members of Sodality

9:30am 40 Day Fahima Semaan Rezzi from Ardeh widow of the
late Youssef Sarkis Maksisi from Zgharta

11:00am 1 Year Nouhad Antoun wife of Gerges Boutros El Badwi
from Zgharteghrine

5:00pm George Lebos Eid from Mazret Daher— El Chouf (Died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 9 December
7:00pm Samiha Abboud Salameh Bechara widow of the late
Lichaa Youssef Malkoun from Kfarsghab (Died in Lebanon)

Friday 11 December
6:00pm 40 Day Barbara Daoud Nkoula from Blouza

Saturday 12 December
6:00pm One Year George Antonios Khoudeir from Bane

Sunday 13 December: Revelation to Joseph
9:30am 40 Day John Elias Zeinaty from Jounieh
5:00pm 40 Day Farouk Antoun Gharib from Dekwaneh and lived in Zgharta

DEC 15

OLOL Maronlte Flame Teens Annual Chrlstmas Dinner
ri 11 Dec from 7pm - 11:3

Cost $40gp Dress: Formal
To book contact Joseph on 0405 122 064 or Amanda on 0434 547 432
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[ JAN 16 | REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

DEC 15 |

Parish Pilgrimage Information Night
Tue 15 Dec at 7pm
At the Youth Discussion Room, Level 1 in CYPC Centre

JAN 16 Youth Summer Harbour Cruise
Sat 16 Jan 2016 at Pyrmont Wharf at 7pm| cost: $60 pp

To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros
JUN 16 |

DEC 15 OLOL Christmas Adoration (Silent Night, Holy Night)
Thur 17 Dec at 8pm
Candlelight Procession with the arabic & engli ?1 Choirs/ Light Supper provided
[ DEC15 | OLOL Youth Christmas & New Years party

Wed 30 Dec 2015 at OLOL Carpark (facing Y.C.) at Zpm| cost: $30 pp
To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros

Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland
Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 23 Days, cost: $9,800
For more information and booking
Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday

] New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek
Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the HOIY Family.
Being considered for sainthood. The book summarises his life
Avail for S5 from the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office.

Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm in Seniors Room

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS /7 ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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DIOCESAN NOTICES

[DEC15] Ajlinvited to Inaugural Maronite Mass for the Hills District
Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Sun 6 Dec at 10am at Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill
in the Benildus Hall followed by Brunch

DEC 15 | “AL) ud gl Olginy Bpdlaa - A lal) Ayl
SLY) Al A Japdm gl (haall 5abiud) Coalea gl
Blasa Ve delill gg¥) il v o

Gosel Ll 3 S5 A (sl B 8

DEC 15 | “dialal) claliay) (ged paldadl allal) agll” — 5539 Glay) Lman
) e s deLl) AT Bl Vi Aol e Js) G glS 1 b

A Gaslake 4858 uﬁ
Ko ga g A s ol o132 5 Ll o Lal) Jasy

[DEC15] The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel - Lunch Gathering
In support of "The Formation of Seminarians in the Maronite Eparchy of AU"
Tue 15 Dec at 11.30 am at OLOL Pastoral Centre |cost: $50 pp
Tobookcontact Mariette 0416084639 or Noelle 0433373720 or Zita 0412789042

MARONITE

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

SERVICES

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am—10pm for Youth
& over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 65
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
for relationship, famﬂy/parentmg Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

ForYouth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Isyourfamily impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assistyou
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:

128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, Michael Anjoul, Marie Azizi (B) (C) (D) Garabet Krikor Derohannession(E) Tannous & Chmouni El
Hosn, Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim
El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Tansa &
¥ Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac (K) Karam Antonios Karam (J) (L) Simon & Hannah Licha, Boulos Laoulach (M) Arthur (Otre) Moses,
Anthony Mamah Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef &

| Ghsoun Maroun, Chehade & George & Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie & Elias Malkoun, Hamid George Masri (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia
| Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son
Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Mourched & Marina & Zeina Semaan (T) Robert George Tadros (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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