The Good News
£. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

! In those days Mary set out and went with

‘ haste to a Judean town in the hill country,

i where she entered the house of Zechariah

: and greeted Elizabeth.

: When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the

; child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
; filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with
i loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, an
: blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why ha
i this happened to me? That the mother of my
i Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the @
: sound of your greeting, the child in my womb

i leaped for joy. And blessed is she who

i believed that there would be a fulfillment of

Next Sunday’s Readings

: ” Birth of

what was spoken to her by the LI(-)rﬁ. 13945 John the Baptist

i uke : 39~ Gal 4:21-5:1
Lk 1: 57 - 66

All praise, glory and honour is
yours Almighty God and Father Blessed
for the glorious grace you have
freely bestowed upon your is sh
faithful followers who believe in your 1S she
son, the Lord Jesus Christ. X
May we grow in the who believed
of the Holy Spirit
' | poured out for our salvation. that
ﬂ Amen!
- = the Lord
= A " ’f \ v‘A ‘—'\. == £
g =~ | would fulfil
| His
On Friday 18 Deci5 @ 8pm to her!

In the Church Grounds
With live Nativity & Choirs

Keep the date free ~ Luke 1:45 ~

Brothers and sisters,
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of !
God, To the saints who are in Ephesus and
are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

ll: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

‘W Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ i
i with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
i places, just as he chose us in Christ before

i the foundation of the world to be holy and

i blameless before him in love. He destined us
i for adoption as his children through Jesus

i Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
i will, to the praise of his glorious grace that

i he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In

: him we have redemption through his blood, :
‘the forgiveness of our trespasses, according

to the riches of his grace that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, ’
according to his good pleasure that he set

forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in :
heaven and things on earth. 5

i In Christ we have also obtained an
tinheritance, having been destined according
§to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
i things according to his counsel and will, so

i that we, who were the first to set our hope

i on Christ, might live for the praise of his

i glory. In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your

i salvation, and had believed in him, were

i marked with the seal of the promised Holy

i Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance

i toward redemption as God’s own people, to
: the praise of his glory.

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
i OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (En I|sh Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), S5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrlc ’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Friday 4 Dec from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 96892899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au) Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. FrBernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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from/the/ word Sauint Francis Xavier

VISITATION TO ELIZABETH DECEMBER 15T

Encounters with God take on
¥ many forms. In this Sunday
Gospel passage leading up to
Christmas, Mary and Elizabeth
encounter God through each

ML other. Nurturing relationships
4N draw us to God.

= On Mary’s arrival, Elizabeth
immediately recognises her to
= be the chosen one of God,
xclaiming, ‘Blessed are you

| among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb’v42.
Mary is blessed as she bears

: = the God child. Yet we all are

1 blessed when we encounter God and that meeting

1 transforms us so that others, like Elizabeth, can see a | Working against great difficulties, language problems,

XAVIER

ST. FRANCIS

St Francis Xavier lived between
1506-1552. He was sent to the
University of Paris 1525, secured
h|s licentiate in 1528, met Ignatius
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\ | seven who in 1534, at Montmartre
\| founded the Society of Jesus.

| In 1551, India and the East were set
l up as a separate province and

M| Ignatius made Francis its first
provincial. In 1552 he set out for
China, landed on the island of Sancian within sight of his
goal, but died before he reached the mainland.

1difference in us. So transform us God to become inadequate funds, and lack of cooperation, often actual

! lrg\%e;’s‘ IY/Ioaurr image and messengers of hope and resistance, from European officials, he left the mark of his
P y Yvas. ) ) missionary zeal and energy on areas, which clung
 Elizabeth continues saying, ‘And why has this to Christianity for centuries. He was canonized in 1622 by

 happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes ; ;
' to me?'v43. There are those occasions when Beople Pope Gregory XV and was proclaimed patron of all foreign

 come to us as angels in disguise. People who bring | Missions by Pope Pius on December 3.
EW'th them comfort or assistance in times of need. St. Francis Xavier is noteworthy for his missionary work,
\ People who radiate warmth and are good company. |path as organizer and as pioneer, reputed to have

: gﬂoaéy§?’,aesb5$‘ccahrﬁepﬁr§‘fenat\22?§%k} ?ﬁéseengfgj}fﬁrh";”rth converted more people than anyone else has done since

It is time we too, through your ever present grace Saint Paul.

 God, awaken ourselves to the bigger picture and His success also spurred many Europeans to join the

E become more engaged with the people around us. order, as well as become missionaries throughout the
} Draw us God. Call us forth to those places and world. His personal efforts most affected Christians

 people that need to feel your presence in their in India and the East Indies (Indonesia, Malaysia, Timor).
- circumstances of life. May we be your messenger,

| your representative, your disciple, your servant to Inﬂla sltlll has numerous Jesuit missions, and many more
rone and all. Amen schools.

E Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Dory Zaouk

Shepherd’s Corner

What gift will you bring Jesus this Christmas? The gift of your “Strengths”...

Brothers and Sisters,

Today we arrive at the third station of this Glorious Season with the visitation of our Lady to her cousin Elizabeth.
When Mary heard the great news that Elizabeth would bear a child in her old age, her joy in hearing this news
together with her love for her cousin drove the also mother-to-be to visit her and to serve her.

Without hesitation, Mary realised that Elizabeth needed her and she used all her strength to travel in the early
months of her pregnancy. While she was there, Mary used all her strengths and talents in the service of her
cousin. The early months of a pregnancy are typically very hard on the mother-to-be. However, not-withstanding
this, Mary remained with Elizabeth for three months until she gave birth to John.

Through the example of Mary we are called to do the same. We are called to give

# our strengths and talents in the service of our Church. Each one of us is talented in a
particular field or discipline and we need to work together and put these in the
hands of the Church in the pursuit of holiness and the Kingdom of God.

It doesn’t matter what the strength is. Some of us are talented academically, some
professionally, others in music or entertainment, others in cooking, the list is
endless. What is certain though is that we are all equal in the eyes of God and our
Church needs us in whatever capacity we can offer.

At times our pride may stand in the way. For example, if | am a doctor or a politician, it may be difficult for me to
work on data entry or cleaning. And yes the Church should be more prudent in making use of people’s strengths
according to each person’s proper role. However, if we look to the example of Mary again, we see the “Mother
of God” leaving everything to cook and clean for and nurture her expecting cousin. Mary is the pinnacle of
humility and we are called to do the same.

Pope Francis’ current visit to Africa is a wonderful example of how he used his strengths and challenged himself,
his security and the world in the midst of the turmoil in the countries that he is visiting to bring to them the
Word of God.

In our parish there are many people who offer their strengths in the service of their Church. Last Monday many
of these people attended the Pastoral Council Meeting to plan for Christmas and other events as one team
united in the example of the Holy Trinity. | encourage all our parishioners to do the same and offer their
strengths as a gift to our Lord this year. What are you waiting for, the Church needs you! Our Lord needs you!

Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

FRUITS OF KINDNESS IN PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS

\
Ty

)| Saint John Paul Il lived his life in constant love to all
peoples of all backgrounds. One of his most famous saying
is “The ultimate test of your greatness, is the way you treat
every human being”

Through Saint John Paul II’'s words and the preparation to
Christmas we are asked to forgive and be kind and loving
to all people especially our family and friends. Kindness is
the use of the soul to magnify the Lord’s work. Being loving
and kind is what Jesus sacrificed his life for us to do, not to
hate and envy our neighbour but to love them with all our
heart the same way Mary loved her son Jesus and the
same way that Jesus loved all peoples.

Galatians 5: 22-23 says “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity and faithfulness”
Jesus teaches us that being kind is the smallest of all gestures yet it can be the greatest of actions. We all must
not only proclaim our faith through words but also through our works and actions. Leading up to the

Christmas season, the most beautiful time of the year, we are all asked to show our love and kindness to all
those that cannot find hope or are living in despair, especially to all the Christian people being persecuted all
over the world.

Through the teachings of Jesus and the church we are encouraged to love one another with all of our hearts the
same way Jesus taught us. We are asked to forgive our enemies and to love them even if they do not accept our
forgiveness. We must pray for them and be kind to all people around us without judgment. Everyone has
different experiences in life and each person has their own burdens and their own blessings, however we must
never compare ourselves to others and be kind and loving to all people from all nations, races, religions and
cultures.

Robin Elbazouni

Fersan Corner Youtiv Corner
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES VALUE

i Last Saturday the Year 2 Fersen class were busy “An entire sea of water can'tsinka | ‘|f you find yourself constantly
! . . ship unless it gets inside the ship. | trvine to prove vour worth to
' making Christmas cards and Angel hats! Let us e 3 yingto p y
! ) . ) . Similarly, the negativity of the someone, you have already
1remind ourselves however that Christmas is not just { world can’t put you down unless ! ’
' ) . iy - forgotten your value.
1 about preparing our Christmas trees to welcome you allow it to get inside you o .
i presents into our house, but rather preparing our This is something | constantly

struggle with, seeing my own

: mlnds gnd hearts to welcome Our Lord into our e e alue, | focus on my negatives or
tlives. Like Mary, let us pray for the grace to receive e | | let other’s critical or negative

E Our Lord with the same joy and humility that she “~ words define how | see myself.
'received Him at the Announcement! However, we are all worthy in the eyes of God, are we i
Matthew Semaan | not? Did He not create us in His likeness and image? Christ !
sees all of us for the unmeasurable value we were all born !
i with. We were all born with the opportunity to be as |
il valuable as the saints. Remember ‘Do not be afraid to be i

il Saints’ (St John Paul 1l). That is what God is calling us to be.
8 Always measure your worth and strive on the standards of
8 Christ. No one else! This means stopping and listening to
your calling, your reason for living, God’s will for you.

This can be a hard thing to do. We need to remember that
by seeing our own worth and the saint we were
created to come we are saying ‘YES’ to God. In this world,
we do not have to say ‘yes’ to anyone but God. If we find
this to be hard, we can always look to the example of
Mary. Each time in the Bible when she did not understand
or thought that anything was too hard, she does not reject
God’s word but ponders it. So ponder, how are you going
to live the life of a saint? You are worth it!

God Bless, Connie Marree
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Fersan Fun Learning

Pastoral Council Meeting
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Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter ‘ oStand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
Community Business Network Page? DR DUMIT AZAR \ 5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals | Specialist Eye Surgeon:

a week through print and over . '? « Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails
Lo - . Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Disease . B : g
2000 individuals through online media. Glaucoma, Macular Degenerationg Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

For $500 you can promote your business | Eyelid Surgery : Olfhiatics & COBEM INBrSoles
on our Business Network page

Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking
for the whole month. .. “
orthe e m A (5 30 ) 3 s 9637 3227
For details email media@olol.org.au - “ Tz - Medicare Bulk Billing for Eligible Patients

Or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510 phone (02) 9718 3449 7’4

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &m‘i\ il 38

Sunday 29 November: Visitation to Elizabeth albiladty ;\,.u.n B3 aal 1 BN £p3 Y4 aaY)
11:00am 1 Year Nadia Fares widow of the late Habib Harb from O (e CHA s asapall ALyl Gold Lol dasapall dadl 19500

Tannourine gkl el sl bl e i) e dlile Gag dyula il ey
5:00pm Sister Jeandarc Toufic Akle from Zgharta (died in Lebanon) o8l aay (g3lailly (ol A sl gia)
St Patrick’s (Guildford) (Guildford) &b b ¢ylu
6:00pm 40 Day Youssef Antonios Wardan from Hadchit Cuslian e s ussishil Caug assdl (sml  Ties
Friday 4 December Y1 gl ¢ daanl)
6:00pm 40 Day Saba Sajih Wehbe from Blouza sl (e 485 anns Ll g yall asel e
Saturday 5 December Y1 0 gils o ol
6:00pm 40 Day Nkoula Mansour Sfeir from Hadath Jebbeh Lol Gn e e jgeaie Yol psnpall sng)l Vies
Sunday 6 December: Birth of John the Baptist aaral) Uings Alga aaf o) o ails 1 aad)
8:00am All the livings and departed of the members of Sodality Clgals ornyas o lal 3aY] ol dp e G5 Aces
9:30am 40 Day Fahima Semaan Rezzi from Ardeh widow of the . | .uj;j ‘{ffﬁ ; .\‘*j, e on ) i i q:‘,

late Youssef Sarkis Maksisi from Zgharta OsSm sy el Aol ol e B 0 M“‘C asml w”U‘ e
11:00am 1 Year Nouhad Antoun wife of Gerges Boutros Badwi DE) G daspudal

from Zgharteghrine u.a‘)u‘)r_‘) (e QS_SM\ UA‘).L.\ IBTESEN 4.;_5‘) U}L\.ﬂ Jl.@.l MP)A.U aaudl Yy
5:00pm George Lebos Eid from Mazret Daher- chouf (0L 8 Asie) sl jeunall de)ie e de il zoem psapall 0ien
DEC 15 Final Family Brunch for 2015 JAN 16 Youth Summer Harbour Cruise

Sunday 6 December after 9:30am mass Sa!r 1% Jaﬂ 2016 at CPyrmont V(\)lﬁifs ?;0 ;ﬁg‘ | Cj)cs:cr %60 pp
LDEC15] OLOL Marognite Flame Teens Annual Christmas Dinner © book contact Connie on or % Tadros
Frl%%\gtlllll)oecsrgllroeesgfr;:%rpgglm 11:30pm JAN 16 REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
To book contact Joseph on 04o§ 122 064 or Amanda on 0434 547 432 are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.

To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

DEC 15 G il A Agiad) Sl Ads - (uda Sh Jaad) 45 63
WL PN ifu\‘é\ Gtﬁ vjfu\ uﬁ S uy'tsdeniwﬁip [JUN 16 | Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland
0418 661 669 w).dl D 510401 265210 i Gude el (g0« AU Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 24 Days, cost: $9,800
For more information and booking
DEC 15 | OLOL Youth Christmas & New Years part Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899
e o o s i 0% "The bl roject WeeklEnglin Bie S
- - - Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday
New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
—  Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm in Seniors Room
Family. Being considered for sainthood. The book summarises his life.
Available for $5 from Sr Margaret or FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD
from the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office. Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm Activities for Seniors
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205 call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899

Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349

Lol b o) s il
Gall gl ol aal lias) 4ngy el csgaad JS

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758 3 P i
Foroaa Al-Adia, pSat Tpm - 3p€m ATAAYARE Aol Juay) f vEVE€40800 &) o g)e (ullly Juay)
DIOCESAN NOTICE
DEC15 The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel - Lunch Gathering

In support of "The Formation of Seminarians in the Maronite Eparchy of AU"
Tue 15 Dec at 11.30 am at OLOL Pastoral Centre |cost: $50 pp
To book contact Mariette on 0416084639 or Noelle on 0433373720 or Zita on 0412789042

[DEC15] “ANIRY udsia” Clsing Sydalaa — Adigjlal) Ayl DEC 15 | “Lialdl) cilaliiay) (93 aliddl allal) asdl” — 51 ey dinen
alia¥) calad) dgyla Japdi— Olghail Ghhal) aluad) cala Lgdl BYS-I{ TR SRR TS| Llal Akt Vo s eldl ge Jo¥ Gsils AP
sl VY «;Lmdﬂ\‘_,ytsv@ u)sa‘)w)la‘)uu‘).u\s‘;
Gl Ol 3 Kpe A i) Al 4 Fipgas Angad i ollaling o132 g ol oAl (s,
DEC15 Inaugural Maronite Mass for the Hills District

Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, Maronite Bishop of Australia
Sun 6 Dec at 10am at Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill in the Benildus Hall
followed by a Brunch for all.

This will mark the opening of the first Maronite Mass Centre at Oakhill College for the Hills Maronite Parochial District.
At the Mass Mons Shora Maree will be appointed as Administrator by Bishop Tarabay,
to work with the Community towards the establishment of a new Maronite Parish in the Hills.

This initiative is in accordance with the Sixth Priority,
“Maronite Outreach” of the Seven Year Plan set by the Bishop for our Diocese, where, with the support of Clergy and laity,
the Bishop will open new Mass Centres and new Maronite parishes.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, Nellie Kiwan Abouhamad, Michael Anjoul, Marie Azizi (B) (C) (D) Garabet Krikor Derohannession
(E) Tannous & Chmouni El Hosn, Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El Bazouni, Toufic & Chafika El Khoury, Wadih Saeed El
Boustani (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Had dad
and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Tansa & Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac (K) Karam

% Antonios Karam, Sr Hala Kiwan, Adwa Kiwan, Najem Kiwan, Halim Kiwan, Naim Kiwan, Mikhael Kiwan (J) (L) Simon & Hannah Licha,
Boulos Laoulach (M) Arthur (Otre) Moses, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa

| Malkoun, Youssef & Ghsoun Maroun, Chehade & George & Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie & Elias Malkoun, Hamid George Masri (N)

= | (0) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour
Romanos and their son Joseph (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Mourched & Marina & Zeina Semaan (T) Robert George
Tadros (U) (V) (W) (Y) Nawal Younis (2)
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