The Good News
£. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

i In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
isent by God to a town in Galilee called

i Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man

i whose name was Joseph, of the house of

i David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
i came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured
ione! The Lord is with you.” But she was
:much perplexed by his words and pondered
iwhat sort of greeting this might be. The
:angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
:for you have found favour with God. And
inow, you will conceive in your womb and

i bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He :
i will be great, and will be called the Son of
ithe Most High, and the Lord God will give
ito him the throne of his ancestor David. He :
i will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
iand of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Next Sunday’s Readings
Visitation of Mary
to Elizabeth
Eph1:1-14
Lk 1: 39-45

i Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
isince | am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
i “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
ithe power of the Most High will

i overshadow you; therefore the child to be
i born will be holy; he will be called Son of
:God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in
:her old age has also conceived a son; and
i this is the sixth month for her who was said :
i to be barren. For nothing will be impossible
iwith God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the

i servant of the Lord; let it be with me
iaccording to your word.” Then the angel

i departed from her.
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by Candlelight

On Friday 18 Decl5
@ 8pm
In the Church Grounds
Keep the date free

i SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
i OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), S5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Yes,

all is well
when we
seek only

the will of

Brothers and sisters, | give an example from ;
daily life: once a person’s will has been
ratified, no one adds to it or annuls it. Now
the promises were made to Abraham and
to his offspring; it does not say, “And to
offsprings,” as of many; but it says, “And to
your offspring,” that is, to one person, who
is Christ. My point is this: the law, which
:came four hundred thirty years later, does
ot annul a covenant previously ratified by
od, so as to nullify the promise. For if the
nheritance comes from the law, it no
onger comes from the promise; but God
ranted it to Abraham through the promise.

hy then the law? It was added because of
ransgressions, until the offspring would
come to whom the promise had been
made; and it was ordained through angels
by a mediator. Now a mediator involves
more than one party; but God is one. Is the
law then opposed to the promises of God?
i Certainly not! For if a law had been given
i that could make alive, then righteousness
iwould indeed come through the law. But
the scripture has imprisoned all things
under the power of sin, so that what was
promised through faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. ;
Gal 3: 15-22;

Heavenly Father,
we ask for the
to always accept your will.

Help us to the things
we can't change and teach us
to always in You.

O Lord, | place
all my fears, doubts and worries
in your

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au) Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bemard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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fromv the word Sauint Andrew D

ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY AND HIS COMPANIONS - NOVE ER 24TH
7 As we read the Sunday Gospel ¢ The evangelization of Vietham

passages of the events leading up began in the 16th century and
to Christmas, we see God was formally established by 1659. g
extending a relationship to people Today there are roughly 6 million
in preparation for the coming of Catholics in Vietnam
Jesus. ¢ St. Andrew was one of 117
Mary the one who was in full people who were martyred in
Wl acceptance of God’s will, listened Vietnam between 1820 and 1862.
¥ attentively when God spoke. She The last of the martyrs were 17
was open to the promise of God in laypersons, one of them a
her life. God speak to us lovingly as 9-year-old, executed in 1862.

9you did to Mary. It is a great joy
.when you come so intimately close to us.

 Mary was greeted by an angel and told, ‘The Lord is
rwith you . . . do not be afraid’vv28, 30. Mary was
.fuIIy present to God, quietly waiting for God to act.
-There was no fear, onIy an open heart and a will

¢ These were all canonized by Pope John Paul Il on June
19, 1988.

¢ St. Andrew Dung-Lac's name was originally Dung An
Tran, and he was born about 1795 in a poor and pagan
family in Bac-Ninh in North Vietnam.

| rready to lovingly follow. From Mary we learn the + He met a catechist and got food and shelter from him.

- attitude of true prayer — a quietness within us that He also got education in the Christian faith for three

' has time and space to allow God to work wonders. years, and was baptized in Vinh-Tri with the Christian
'And God does. name Andrew (Andrew Dung).

' “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power |+ On March 15, 1823 he was ordained a priest. As parish
' of the Most High will over shadow you’v35. For priest in Ke-Dam he was tireless in his preaching. He
iwhen God comes to us, we are consumed in love, often fasted and lived a simple and moral life, he was a
 comforted in soul, and graced beyond measure. good example for the people, and many were baptized.

i Enrapture us God with your boundless compassion.
:We like Mary, want to be yours fully.

:'I?/Inadr\;)u’lr-lgfesﬁ ?nh,ltl:ﬁg Egrsgr?tlz;?ﬁeoi]c?rglele%r?cyb\glth ¢ Eventually he was re arrested with a companion Peter

-W|th me accordlng to your word’v38. Always Thi.
- everywhere may our words and deeds be to further | ¢ They were soon re-arrested and taken to Hanoi, where

¢ He was twice arrested under the Emperor Minh Mang’s
persecution of Christians.

:God s will. May our one desire be to know and love both suffered dreadful torture. Finally they both were
'God ever more intimately. Amen beheaded December 21, 1839.
i Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF Charbel Dib'!

Shepherd's Corner

What gift will you bring Jesus this Christmas? The gift of your life....

Brothers and Sisters,

This week we celebrate the Announcement to Mary in our Liturgy. It is through this announcement that God
gave us the gift of his very own life through the incarnation of his Son Jesus Christ. God gave us his life in four
phases. Firstly through the incarnation of Jesus, secondly through the life and mission of Jesus who as a human
being gave himself for the service of the people of first century Palestine, thirdly through the death of Jesus on
the cross and fourthly through the outpouring of his spirit at Pentecost. Mary too gave her life to God at the
moment she entered into his plan of salvation through her “Yes”. Today, she gives her life to us also through her
prayers and intercession.

So if God who is the creator of all things has given us his life, is it too much for
us to also give him our lives? God created us in his own image and likeness so
that we can be in communion with him. Therefore our purpose in this life is to
be in communion with God, to meet him and to one day see him face to face.
This should be our ultimate goal, seeing the face of God and being united with
him. We must offer our lives to him. This is not easy, | know! But we must try
to offer up everything that we do, say, think, possess and everything that we
know. We must offer him our all.

A key way of giving our lives to God is by giving of our lives to our neighbour. Our neighbour is not just the
people that we know and love, rather our neighbour may be someone that we don’t know, someone that we
have never seen before but needs our help. He may be the old man on the road who’s car has a flat tyre and
doesn’t know how to fix it; she might be the young woman who has been abused by her boyfriend; they may be
the young children who have been made homeless because of war; he may be your next door neighbour who is
addicted to drugs; and so on. After all, is this not what Jesus would have done? Think about his relationships.
We need to become more Christ-like so that we can have a Christ-life. In giving the gift of our lives to our
neighbour, we will be giving our life as a gift to Jesus this Christmas.

Over the last week we woke up to the news of the tragedies in Lebanon and France. | ask you to join me in
keeping the victims of these terrible events in your prayers.
Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

ON CHRISTIAN JOY

The Pope begins by noting that human beings have “experiences of joy” when we
.| find ourselves “in harmony with nature, and especially in the encounter, sharing
and communion with other people.” And he continues:

| “Technological society has succeeded in multiplying the opportunities for pleasure,
but it has great difficulty in generating joy. For joy comes from another source.

« || Itis spiritual. Money, comfort, hygiene and material security are often not lacking;
» "% and yet boredom, depression and sadness unhappily remain the lot of many.

v @\\Sﬁ A 1& ¥ These feelings sometimes go as far as anguish and despair...”

“In many regions and sometimes in our midst, the sum of physical and moral sufferings weighs heavily: so many
starving people, so many victims of fruitless combats, so many people torn from their homes! These miseries are
perhaps not deeper than those of the past; but they have taken on a worldwide dimension. They are better
known, reported by the mass media—at least as much as the events of good fortune—and they overwhelm
people's minds. Often there seems to be no adequate human solution to them.”

“This situation nevertheless cannot hinder us from speaking about joy and hoping for joy. It is indeed in the
midst of their distress that our fellow men need to know joy, to hear its song... No one is excluded from the joy
brought by the Lord. The great joy announced by the angel on Christmas night is truly for all the people”...

“Let us now pause to contemplate the person of Jesus during His earthly life. In His humanity He had
experienced our joys... But it is necessary here below to understand properly the secret of the unfathomable joy
which dwells in Jesus and which is special to Him... If Jesus radiates such peace, such assurance, such happiness,
such availability, it is by reason of the inexpressible love by which He knows that He is loved by His Father.
When He is baptized on the banks of the Jordan, this love, which is present from the first moment of His
Incarnation, is manifested: ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.” This certitude is inseparable
from the consciousness of Jesus. It is a presence which never leaves Him all alone. It is an intimate knowledge
which fills Him: The Father knows me and | know the Father."

“And the disciples and all those who believe in Christ are called to share this joy. Jesus wishes them to have in
themselves His joy in its fullness. ‘I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known,
so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, and so that | may be in them’...This joy of living in
God's love begins here below. It is the joy of the kingdom of God.”
Excerpts from an Apostolic Exhortation by Blessed Pope Paul VI (1975)
Nehme Khattar
www.burninghearts.com.au

Teenw's Corner English Faitiv Formation Corner

AN ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY INTRODUCES BOOK DISCUSSIONS

: '{F'zﬁg\ i‘“ "Let it be done unto me, FEREEEEAEE
2 | according to thy word" it

The English Faith Formation schedule has
been incredible this year with a wide array of
speakers, including many from within our
own community. We are taking a break from
Wednesday night talks over the summer. We
will be coordinating the English Christmas
Novena, which is a wonderful way to prepare
in the days leading up to the Christmas. More
details will follow shortly in relation to that.

8 Our Lady submits to our
| Lord and promises to

a young girl, has been
asked to carry the
Saviour. Much doubt

and confusion would Next year we will be introducing book discussions as part
'have gone through her mind and heart. of our program. The intention is to encourage parishioners
| ) ) to read books that are relevant to either our Maronite
 But through great faith, Our Lady submits and spirituality or topics that are current to our faith and then
+accepts the Will of God. discuss them in small groups. We are starting with “The

! . Luminous Eye” by Dr Sebastian Brock. This is a beautiful
: Often we doubt much. Oftep we_don t under_stand introduction for anyone who wants to gain insight into the
i why God asks us to do certain things. One thing we | gy rjac tradition that underlies our Maronite spirituality. It

+ must always remember is that God only gives us examines, in an accessible way, the beautiful poetry of our
rwhat we can handle... Father St Ephrem and the rich theology of symbol,

| As we come close to Christmas are we prepared to asceticism and prayer that is so prevalent in our Maronite

1 accept and faithfully submit to God’s Will? liturgy. ] ] o )
' Many of the books relating to Syriac spirituality are not

: Will we openly trust and have faith in Lord and say | widely available and are difficult to access at bookshop in
'"let it be done to unto me, according to Thy Will"? | Australia and need to be purchased online. The book is

i These words are special and we truly submit and available online at the following distributors (and others),
1accept what Our Lord what's of us with faith and but you should allow for some time for shipping before
Etrust receiving the book. So order early. You can find the book

: at bookdepository.com abebooks.com booktopia.com.au
' Have a blessed week. amazon.com

Joseph Khoury Theresa Simon |




i .
The talk on “The Adventure of Church Music”
given by Ghadi Sleiman

Thursday
night
adoration
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Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
S5 ONLY a week donation are available at the Church Doors.
Fill in and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office. |"F ¢ - = ;
370 Parishioners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899 g el :
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop. liad { zars PR K
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans P L 4 ) )
CYPC $4,841,547 Units $1,590,819 : el P [ ST hanie
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OLOL GIFT SHOP
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Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals | Specialist Eye Surgeon NS==

20 08 m?j?\i(ijhr?ughhr prlnrf agﬁnov;r di Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye
CElS Lalrgtgln Chlllus .l Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,

Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

¢ Foot & Nail Treatment

¢ Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment

¢ Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs

For $g2%g?;:§2e2;olr\lne%tsoﬁuga2finess Eyelid Surgery ¢ * Orthotics & Custom Innersoles
for the whole month. Q:stra‘lnan:tral?ed | ?:blc-sp: ; kf";i 9 6 3 7 3 2 2 7
For details email media@olol.org.au "ﬂ ‘ds-n ‘e Sk — Medicare Bul!( Billing for Eligible Patients
Or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510 phone (02) 9718 3449 F N o2k ANe




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

£ 9sa) il 28

Sunday 22 November: Announcement to Mary

9:30am Tony and Denise Assaad Kaltoum Rahme from Becharre
(Died in Lebanon)

11:00am 40 Day Saeed Sarkis El Bayeh from Kfardlakos

5:00pm 1 Year Charbel Assaad El Boustani from Jieh

St Patrick’s (Guildford)

6:00pm Marie Ghnatios El Alam widow of the late Michel El
Khoury Boulos El Alam from Abdine (Died in Lebanon)

Monday 23 November

10:00am Funeral Kassibe Tansa Eid widow of the late Youssef
Toufic Raad from Hadchit

6:00pm Mabhiba Saiid El Kazzi from Jieh widow of the late Michel
El Khoury from Damour (Died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 25 November
7:00pm 40 Day Sam Youssef Sleiman El khoury Ibrahim from Kfarsghab

Friday 27 November
7:00pm 40 Day John Youssef Khoury Chukrallah from Kfarsghab

Saturday 28 November
6:00pm 1 Year Boutros Saiid El Kazzi from Jieh

Sunday 29 November: Visitation to Elizabeth

11:00am 1 Year Nadia Fares widow of the late Habib Harb from
Tannourine

St Patrick’s (Guildford)

6:00pm 40 Day Youssef Antonios Wardan from Hadchit

Address: 5/58 Alice St, Harris Park NSW
For more information contact Anthony on 0467 064 270
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UNIT FOR RENT | JUN 16 Parish Pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain & Ireland

DEC 15 Ca ) il N Aggiad) 5l Al - s Do Jaad) 3680

g i) §,Ld aaf i SEN o pds YY saY)

(Ol (B OLdsia) 3 (e dan) gl amid G5 sk agmall  Ave

GBS e bl S dais asagall panl V1ie

Gl e Slind) el Jopd apapall 2aall onns

(Guildford) &l sl ¢lu

ulsr @sal) Jline asayal) dloyl alall ugalalie g)le dagapall  Ties
(Ol (B 3lsia) e O plall

(S Cppdd VY ity
Yeian
T

o

@5l Jlie psaall Aoyl aal) (e 3] tians dgn dasasall
(Ol (4 slasia) Hsalall o

SGY pdd Yo play Y

u\a_;a‘)ssu.n(::&bﬂ Lﬁ)}AJ\ uba,_\lu g (:Lu r’P‘)"d\ u}a_ui View
(G il YV daaad)

ub_szSuAAil\‘)S.&(éJPuuﬁu\AeP)ﬂj\ Osxn)) View

(S (85 YA )

Ll o @R daa Guph asapell 2aadl i

clibady odnl) 5,45 aal : B cppds ¥4 2l

G5 O o s asagall Aol GOl el agapall Al 1h:es
(Guildford) el il olw

Cdaa e Ol pessishil sy agapall gsxp)l e

Departs 01 Jun to 24 Jun 2016 | 24 Days, cost: $9,800
For more information and booking
Contact Fr Raphael Abboud on 0401 627 777 or 9689 2899
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“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday

DEC 15 OLOL Youth Christmas & New Years part
Wed 30 Dec 2015 at OLOL Carpark (facing Y.C.) at 7pm | cost: $S30 pp

Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm in Seniors Room

fa
To book contact Connie on 8411 30349 or JC Tadros
JAN 16 Youth Summer Harbour Cruise
Sat 16 Jan 2016 at Pyrmont Wharf at 7Zpm | cost: $S60 pp

To book contact Connie on 0411830349 or JC Tadros
JAN 16 |

New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek
= Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy
Family. Being considered for sainthood. The book summarises his life.
Available for $5 from Sr Margaret or
from the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office.

REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

_ FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349

Activities for Seniors
This Thursday if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899
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Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm 3.8
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DIOCESAN NOTICE

[ DEC15 | Inaugural Maronite Mass for the Hills District
Official commencement of a new Maronite Parish in early 2016
Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Sun 6 Dec at 10am at Oakhill College, Castle Hill followed by brunch in College Hall

[JuL16]  WyD2016 Pilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7
From Krakow continuing on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.
Departs 23 Jul to 20 Aug 2016 | 29 Days, cost: $8,700

MARONITE

rrrrrrr

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am —10pm for Youth
over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

ForYouth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Isyourfamily impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assistyou
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

| Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity |
especially those we Pray for:

&A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, Nellie Kiwan Abouhamad, Michael Anjoul, Marie Azizi éB) Elias Boumelhem, Ramze Boumelhem,
adwa Boumelhem, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara, Maroun Boumelhem, Dibeh Boumelhem (C) (D) ;\EI) Tannous & Chmouni E|l Hosn,
Youssef & Hanna El Hosn, Sobhi & Sayde El Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El
Khoury Gebrael jHl) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Tansa &
Thouraya Isaac, Julia & Tony Isaac (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Sr Hala Kiwan, Adwa Kiwan, Najem Kiwan, Halim Kiwan, Naim Kiwan
| Mikhael Kiwan, Youssef Kaboura, Hanna Kaboura, Mary Kaboura (J) (L) Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha, Boulos Laoulach (M
Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem,
Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef & Ghsoun Maroun, Chehade & George & Maria Maroun, Charbel & Marie
= | & Elias Malkoun, Aleecha & Youssef Malkoun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme,
Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Nouhad Raid\/N(SLSouIs in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya
Sassine, Mourched & Marina & Zeina Semaan (T) Robert George Tadros(U) (V) (W) Adelle Wehbe (Y) (2)
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