The Good News
£. Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

i Since many have undertaken to set down an orderl
i account of the events that have been fulfilled
iamong us, just as they were handed on to us by

i those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses

i and servants of the word, | too decided, after
i investigating everything carefully from the very first, !
i to write an orderly account for you, most excellent =~ :
i Theophilus, so that you may know the truth

i concerning the things about which you have been
‘instructed.

i In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a

i priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the

i priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant

i of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them
were righteous before God, living blamelessly

according to all the commandments and regulations

of the Lord. But they had no children, because :

Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in

yéears. Once when he was serving as priest before
od and his section was on dut¥ he was chosen by

he priesthood, to

Brothers and sisters,
For the promise that he would inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is :
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, H
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation. For this reason it depends on faith,
:in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us,
tas it is written, “I have made you the father of many
i nations”) in the presence of the God in whom he i
i believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into

i existence the things that do not exist. Hoping

: against hope, he believed that he would become :
i “the father of many nations,” according to what was

lot, according to the custom of Next Sunday’s Readings

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.

. . . Announcement i said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”
gs%\gnigwgft{wgF?ecEBI%I\r)v%%nssagmegrghgt'smg.wrﬂgLe to Mary i He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, Gal 3: 15-22 i own body, which was already as good as dead (for
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. Lk 1:26-38 i he was about a hundred years old), or when he
When Zecharjah saw him, he was terrified; and fear i considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No ;
overwhelmed him. i distrust made him waver concerning the promise of :

i But the angel said to him, “Do not be afrajd DO not { God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory
i Zechariah, Tor your prayer has been heard. Your i to God, being fully convinced that God was ableto

wife Elizabeth will bear'you a sonr and you will name . be E aid, i do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was

i him John. You will have joy and gladness, and man i : : ”
{ will rejoice at his birth, oryhe wﬁl be creat in the y i reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words,

i sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or . i “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his
stgron%drink; even before his birth he will be filled | YOU will have i sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to

i with the Holy SEirit. He will turn many of the people : : us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord

i of Israelft%l'gh% hord tne'r gog- Wﬁﬁ.h t te iplrltt%n Joy i from the dead, who was handed over to death for

i power of Elijah he will go before him, to turnthe i ; e
 hearts of paJrents to their children, and the | and gladness, sour trespasses and was raised for ou”u;ngitjig'_zs

§ diSObedient to the WiSdom Ofthe righteous’ to make e Y T P PR Y Y TP TPTTATTRTLS |

iready a ﬁeople prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah
iFor Il am an old man, and my wife is getting on in in the Loxrd

iyears.” The angel replied, “I'am Gabriel. | stand in B |

i the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak Lord Jesus,_ -
Let us in You.

Let us not be mistaken

ito you and to bring you this good news. But now
by all the temptations that surround us.

i because you did not believe my words, which wif| be .
i fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable i
i to speak, until the day these things occur.” :

i Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah,

:and wondered a% higdela in the sagnctuary. When Let us to YOU,
i he did come out, he could not speak to them, and let us to Your Word

i they realised that he had seen a vision in the !

i sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained let us

iunable to speak. When his time of service was

i ended, he went to his home. After those days his
i wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she
i remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the /
i Lord has done for me when he fooked favourably on i

i me and took away the disgrace | have endured Guide in all directions of life.
i among my people.” Lk 1:1-25

Amen!
.................................................................................................... SUNDAYHOLYLITURGIES(Masses) ........................................................................................................ 5
¢ OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth) :
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au) Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bemard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.

what You have placed in our hearts.
Let us always
that You will continue to be Our
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from/ﬂw word,

ANNO CEMENT TO ZECHARIAH

As we prepare for Christmas
over the next few Sundays
our Gospel passages tell us
of the events leading up to
the birth of Jesus. The first
event is the announcement
to Zechariah.

Zechariah encounters an
angel while he is in the
= sanctuary of the Lord,
offering incense. Zechariah,

'To know that God sgazeisonusisa powerful

1 experience. Are we worthy to stand before you God?
i You know us through and through, our sin and

1 shame, our weakness and vulnerabilities. Sometimes
' we feel like Zechariah, that maybe it is best that you
1 turn your penetrating gaze away from us, for we are
1 not prepared for you.

'Yet the angel assured Zechariah that his prayer had
'been answered, ‘Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son,
rand you will name him John’v13. What are our

1 deepest prayers? What do we want you God to do
'for us? Maybe we really don’t want our prayers
ranswered because it requires us to change, to be
1obliged toyou. ..

'Yet Zechariah was not asked to do anything in
'response to God’s generosity. The angel simply said,
'“You will have Ij10y and gladness’v14. Let us fall into
ryour merciful hands God, who knows what is our
'hearts content and freely gives it to us. Lead us away
'from falsehood and speak aloud to us our heart’s

' prayer so that we can truly become one with you in
'all we do and as we are. Amen

i Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Brothers and Sisters in Chri

On a parish note, this week our Stewardship Committ

we thank you for all that you do.

hexrd’s Corner
What gift will you bring Jesus this Christmas?

Sauint Zechawriadv

NOVEMBER 15TH

AN St Zechariah, also known as a

priest and a prophet, he is the
father of John the Baptist, the
Forerunner.

—

Once, during his turn of
priestly service in the Temple,
an angel told St Zechariah
that his aged wife would bear
him a son, who "will be great
in the sight of the Lord" (Luke
= 1:15) and "will go before Him
in the splrlt and power of Elias" (Luke 1:17). Zachariah
doubted that this prediction would come true, and for his
weakness of faith he was punished by becoming mute.
When Elizabeth gave birth to a son, through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit she announced that his name
was John, although no one in their family had this name.

They asked Zachariah and he also wrote the name John
down on a tablet. Immediately the gift of speech returned
to him, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, he began to
prophesy about his son as the Forerunner of the Lord.

In the tragic days of the killing of the first born by King
Herod, St Zechariah was taking his turn at the services in
the Temple. Soldiers sent by Herod tried in vain to learn
from him the whereabouts of his son. Then, by command
of Herod, they murdered this holy prophet, having
stabbed him between the temple and the altar

(MT 23: 35). Elizabeth his wife, died 40 days after him and
John remained in the desert until his time was ready.

st,

Today officially begins our liturgical preparations for Christmas with the
Announcement to Zechariah. Christmas is a time of giving and I’'m sure that you will
agree with me that we truly find great joy in giving rather than receiving. Therefore, as
we liturgically and scripturally journey towards the shining star of Bethlehem, let us
consider this Christmas what gift we will be taking to the child Jesus at the end of this
journey. We know from Scripture that the three Magi presented Jesus with gold,
frankincense and myrrh. These are rather strange gifts to be giving a newly born baby
don’t you think? However, the Magi had the wisdom to know that there was much more to this baby. They gave
Him gold because they recognized it was a proper gift for a king. They gave him frankincense because that is
what a high priest used when he went into the temple to represent the people before God. They gave Him myrrh
because they recognized that this King would die for the world. But what can we present him with 2015 years
later? This is quite a challenging question don’t you think? | mean what gift do you give God? Will it be material?
Will it be valuable? Will it be sentimental? Will it be spiritual? Will it be emotional? Will it be anything?

| would like you to reflect on this as you start your preparations for Christmas. We often get caught up with the
gifts that we love giving and receiving, with the banquets that we love preparing and with the holidays that we
love taking; that we often forget about the one and only birthday boy, our Lord Jesus Christ. So, before you get
bogged down with everything else this year, take a moment to think about your gift to Him and work on it in the
next few weeks so that when you complete your journey and arrive at the manger of our Lord, you too will be
full of the joy of giving. Imagine how much more this will meaning will carry when the receiver is Jesus.

Over the next few weeks | will be reflecting on this gift of giving and what kind of gift we can present Jesus with
in the Shepherd’s Corner. | pray that together as one parish family we can find the right gift which befits the
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace.

ee undertook a three day workshop to help them in

effective governance. Like all our committees, the Stewardship Committee sacrifice much of their time and
resources in helping us manage the financial aspects of our parish. On behalf of all the priests and parishioners

Fr Tony Sarkis

Dory Zaouk




Article of the Week

“NEW DAUGHTER PARISH PLANNED FOR OUR LADY OF LEBANON IN THE HILLS”

Dear Parishioners and especially Maronites of the Hills District,
As many of you have become aware, over the last 6 months His Excellency
BishoF Antoine-Charbel Tarabay has given His Blessing to my request to work to | |
establish a new Maronite Parish in the Hills District which is currently mostly

part of Our Lady of Lebanon Parish and also with some suburbs from St John the
Beloved parish. (see list of suburbs below) s

2 2 Nelson 2 Middle Dural
'This important initiative is in accordance with the Sixth Priority, “Maronite ? s o
Outreach” of the Seven Year Plan set by the Bishop in 2013 for our Diocese, { B e Keame
where, with the support of Clergy and laity the Bishop aims to open new Mass &

Centres, and develop new Maronite parishes” AN e,

Rouse Hill ¥

Inaugural Maronite Mass for the Hills District, Sunday 6 December 2015 RGO\ D
On Sunday 6 December at 10am the Inaugural Maronite Mass for the Hills % -
District will be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel TarabaJ, ®,\ o 7 Glenhaven "\ §
Maronite Bishop of Australia at Oakhill Catholic College, Castle Hill followed by a i

Brunch for all in the College Hall. This will mark the official commencement of 9\ %,
the work towards establishing a new Maronite Parish in the Hills. In early 2016 >
(February) there is a plan to commence a second Mass Centre in Baulkham Hills S
with a Sunday Evening Mass. B % 3

Why new Maronite Mass Centres and a Parish in the Hills District?

To bring the Maronites of the Hills area together to form a new and vibrant ’/\;
Maronite CommunitK and to prepare to purchase land to build a new Church, T Y AN\ o

Parish Centre and other facilities to serve all, especially the growing numbers of R - fering
second and third generations of young married couples and their families and the youth growing up in these
families for the next 50-100 years, all in accordance with the “Sixth Priority” for our Diocese.

Why now?

Firstly to cater for the spiritual needs (faith, community and mission) of the fast growing number of Maronites in
the Hills District area and also it is to help relieve the pressure on Our Lady of Lebanon Co Cathedral and Facilities
at Harris Park. Secondly to attract back Maronites who have lost connection with their Maronite Church and
traditions due to the distance from current Maronite Churches, language, disaffection or attraction to other
denominations and before land becomes even more costly and difficult to obtain.

| look forward to working with all the Maronites who live in the suburbs of Annangrove, Baulkham Hills,
Beaumont Hills, Bella Vista, Box Hill, Castle Hill, Glenhaven, Glenwood, Hills Side, Kellyville, Kellyville Rydge,
Kenthurst, Kings Langley, Lalor Park, Maraylya, Nelson, Norwest, Parklea, Round Corner, Rouse Hill, Stanhope
Gardens, The Ponds, Winston Hills the Future Maronite Hills Parish.

To all at Our Lady of Lebanon, my family for the last 11 years, please keep all involved in this important mission

as well as those who serve the Co Cathedral Parish in your prayers and know that | will be only “up the road and

Ee?tbdoo_r" and | will remain in touch through the Youth work and Sunday 7pm English Mass and other
elebrations.

=
76 3

God bless, Mons Shora Maree

amily Corner
HOW PATIENT AND FAITHFUL AM I?

Fersawnw Corner

Zechariah and Elizabeth prayed
tirelessly to have a Child.

ST BARBARA'’S DRESS UP PARTY
At that time, this was shameful and
it was a big misunderstanding that

: OUR LADY OF LEBANON
. FERSEN AL ADRA 's
b : having a child in marriage is a right

. il "I while in reality the church teaches
a that a child is a gift from God.
: , : Knowing God's love, we will receive different gifts and the
s , love that we have will be transformed differently
Dres : : according to these gifts. Therefore, we have to accept the
i : fact that we might not have a child or as many children as
we would like due to illness or other circumstances.

qu}led tg be : : On the other hand, we are called to be generous in how

Saints giving our children a proper Christian upbringing so they

— DRESS. UP THEME ———— Rides, games, food, | gre faithful to what our fathers have taught us and carry
R entertainment &-more | gn spreading the word of God to all.

ey What | am learning in my journey as a father is that my
children need earthly things (money ...) to grow, but
Ir_nostly they need my continuous active presence in their
ives.

Alwa?'/]s, | have to show my love and respect to my wife so
the children will feel the security of a strong family and
simultaneously learn how to treat their future spouse.
After all, | need to be faithful to the father figure entrusted
to me so my children will for eternity be happy to pray
“Our Father who art in heaven...”

November 28

OLOL Hall

nd

we use gifts from God hence we have to be generous in i




OLOL Semors new Committee elections celebrations

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
S5 ONLY a week donation are available at the Church Doors.
Fill in and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.

370 Parishioners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

OLOL GIFT SHOP

[HISIEEKSSIEEATIUREDNTEMS

204 RAILWAY TERRACE,

DRDOMIT AZAR & ‘ : e Stand Corrected Podiatry Clinic
A & . sales@fandoo.com.au

s 7 (W): Barry 0438 123 321 5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands
Specialist Eye Surgeol « Foot & Nail Treatment

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Disease * Callus / Corns / ingrownToe Nails

A g ¢ Diabetic Foot Care & Assessment
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, . ; « Hip / Knee & Ankle Pain / Heel Spurs
Eyelid Surgery > * Orthotics & Custom Innersoles

Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking :
B 50 s ) s L 9637 3227

= = p= co Medicare Bqu B|II|ng for Eligible Patients
LIGHTING UP OUR COMMUNITY \ :
Phone (02) 9718 3449 ! :

Contact us for all your Lighting and Electrical requirements




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

£ 9sa) il 28

Sunday 15 November: Announcement to Zechariah

9:30am 40 Day Gaby Yousseph Daoud from Niha Batroun
5:00pm 1 Year Chmoune Laba Sassine wife of Sobhi Yacoub

Sassine from Hadchit

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm Jamil George Khoury from Ayto (died in America)

Monday 16 November

6:00pm 1 Year Maroun Saad from Toula Jebbeh

Thursday 19 November

6:00pm Samir Khalil Semaan from Rasskifa (died in Lebanon)

Friday 20 November

6:00pm 40 Day Samira Lebnan Manassa from Blouza

Saturday 21 November
6:00pm 1 Year Charbel Youssef El Cham from Sebel

Sunday 22 November: Announcement to Mary
11:00am 40 Day Saeed Sarkis El Bayeh from Kfardlakos
5:00pm 1 Year Charbel Assaad El Boustani from Jieh

"The Adventure of Church Music" - English Faith Formation
Wednesday 18 November at 8pm
CYPC - Ground : St Maroun’s Room

After 7pm English Mass and led by our choir director Ghadi Sleiman.
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“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday

0418 661 669 L+ il Dlae 51 0401 265210 (31 Lude Janeaill (6O ¢ -Alad)
REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion

Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm in Seniors Room

JAN 16 |
are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek
Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy

ilgrimage to Poland Led by Mons Shora
LuL16|  wyp2016 Pilgri Poland Led by Mons Sh
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7

Family. Being considered for sainthood. The book summarises his life.
Available for $5 from Sr Margaret or
from the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office.

Pilgrimage to Poland for World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow,
continuing on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.
Departs 23 July to 20 August 2016 | 29 Days, cost: $8,700

_ FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS /7 ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899
Ll (B ) LS cillalis
a5l oualll aal lias) angs el g gaad JS
ANALYARE Dol Jlatyl vV ££40400 Al e gy il Juaiy)

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6§)m
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999

P MARONITE SERVICES ®
Youth Drofp in Recreation Room & Library & Stuql\pICentre open 10am—10pm Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
or Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression

Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Is your family impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for:

gA) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls, Nellie Kiwan Abouhamad, Helen Abouhamad, Marchid
bouhamad, Suzanne Abouhamad SB) Elias Boumelhem, Ramze Boumelhem, Fadwa Boumelhem, Elias Bechara, Antoun Bechara,
Maroun Boumelhem, Dibeh Boumelhem (C) Boutros El Khoury Chalhoub and his wife Asma and son YousseféD) (E) (F) jG) Colleen
Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H& Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad,
4 Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) (K) Naim & George Khattar, Karam Antonios Karam, Sr Hala Kiwan, Adwa Kiwan,
¥ Najem Kiwan, Halim Kiwan, Naim Kiwan, Mikhael Kiwan, Youssef Kaboura, Hanna Kaboura, Mary Kaboura (J) Mr Assad Jabbour (L)
Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa,
Boutros & Johra Moussa, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Elishaa Youssef Malkoun, Youssef
~ | Elishaa Malkoun (N) (O) fP) (Q) RLMiIia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme,
Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Morched & Moreen Raad and their sons Youssef & Antoine Raad (S) Souls in
Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) Adelle Wehbe (Y) (2)
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