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Sunday of the: Parable of the Prodigal Sow

THE GOSPEL

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons.
The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of the property that will belong to me.’
So he divided his property between them. A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled
to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout
that country, and he began to be in need. So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here | am dying of hunger! | will get up and go to
my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.”” So he set off and went to his father. But while
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best
one — and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And
they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the
field; and when he came and approached the house,
he heard music and dancing. He called one of the
slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and
sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and began to plead with him. But
he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years |
have been working like a slave for you, and | have nev-
er disobeyed your command; yet you have never given
me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with
my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed
the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and has been found.” Lk 15: 11—32

Next Sunday’s Readings
Sunday of the Paralytic
1Tim 5:24-6:5
Mk 2:1-12

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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FRIDAYS OF LENT

6:00pm Stations of the
Cross, Evening Prayer and
Adoration of the Cross
(Arabic)

8:00pm Stations of the
Cross, Evening Prayer and
Adoration of the Cross
(English)

THE EPISTLE

Examine yourselves to see whether you are
living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not
realise that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless,
indeed, you fail to meet the test! | hope you
will find out that we have not failed. But we
pray to God that you may not do anything
wrong — not that we may appear to have met
the test, but that you may do what is right,
though we may seem to have failed. For we
cannot do anything against the truth, but only
for the truth. For we rejoice when we are
weak and you are strong. This is what we pray
for, that you may become perfect. So | write
these things while | am away from you, so that
when | come, | may not have to be severe in
using the authority that the Lord has given me
for building up and not for tearing down. Fi-
nally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things
in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one
another, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. Greet one another
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
all of you. 2Cor: 13:5-13

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

| Heavenly Father, |

| Help us to be like the Prodigal Son, who |
| recognised his sins and went back to his !
| father asking for forgiveness. '
| Help us to also be like his father who in '
| seeing him from afar ran to him, embracing '
;and forgiving him. !
i Teach us to forgive with love and compassion !
-in the same way that you forgive us. |

|

|

|
: Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres: 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248 Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844.

A.P.s FrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105
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Shepherd’s Covner

Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

In this fourth Sunday of Great Lent we reflect on the parable of the prodigal son. One thing that we can find striking about
the prodigal son is that after he fell into the trap of sin, he reflected on the state that he had reached, accepted that he had
made a mistake and then got up and faced his problems. As Sister Margaret says above, “he represents each one of us and
our fleeting desires.” If we take a moment to reflect on this, we find that this is so true. Each one of us is the prodigal son in
one way or another. How often do we get caught up in our own issues and problems? However unlike the prodigal son we
dwell on them, we procrastinate and then we fall again without doing anything to fix the situation or the state that we are
in. Procrastination is simply laziness and this leads to idleness. We become idle within the realm of our sins. This leads to
further issues and problems and instead of facing these, we take out our frustrations on those who we love the most.

Like the prodigal son, we need to get up and take action! We need to take a close look at ourselves in the mirror, then we
need to accept ourselves for who we are and get up and do something about it. Our mirror doesn’t have to be the glass
mirror that we look into, but the mirror of our thoughts, the mirror of our consciences and the mirror of our souls. In the
Epistle today, St Paul tells us to examine ourselves to see whether we are living in the faith. He tells us to test ourselves.
Until we do this, we will not be able to face ourselves and we will continue to hide from the truth of our lives.

The Season of Great Lent is the perfect time to reflect on our lives and test ourselves. It is a journey that takes us to the
resurrection where our Father in heaven will be waiting for us, he will see us from afar and he will run and greet us with
open arms and forgive us for all our sins.

On a parish level, last Thursday, it was wonderful to see our seniors participating in the activities that the Seniors Com-
mittee prepared for them. It is also very inspiring to see the number of people that have been walking the way of the Cross
every Friday night during the Arabic and English Stations of the Cross followed by evening prayers and adoration of the
Cross. These are just some examples of what our parish offers each one of us to really take a close look into the mirror of
our lives. Offcourse, always refer to the announcements page in the middle where you will find several talks and activities
for young and old which will help you and your families. | thank the many volunteers who work day in and day out in our
parish. They have all decided to get up and take action! So what are you waiting for?

Fr Tony Sarkis



Article of the Week - Today’s Gospel - A Lesson for Confession

In today’s gospel we hear the parable of the prodigal son. 4- Go

The younger son eventual!y realise,s that_he has done wrong i 5 priest, they might be busy but our parish is blessed
and goes back to ask for his father’s forgiveness. How many  \\iih <o many priests that can be found in the church or in

times do we see ‘prodigal sons and daughters’ who returnto 6 yoyth centre. There is also confession available at every
the church and Jesus welcomes them back with open arms? Sunday mass.

When we go astray and disregard Jesus from our life, that life
may be fulfilling for only a while and we always find 5- No fear

something missing from our life. Jesus is missing, He Going to confession can be a scary thing, but there is no
completes us and nothing else can compare. You may think  need to be afraid. Remember this is the devil holding us
that all the wrong that you have done cannot be forgiven but back, he does not want us to reconcile with God. However
you are wrong. This is what this parable teaches us, no remember God constantly tells us “Be not afraid”. Remem-
matter what we have done Jesus is ready to greet us and ber Jesus is waiting for you in that confessional.

welcome us back with open arms. 6- Confess

This is why the sacrament of confession is the most beautiful Yes you are speaking to a priest but he is a mediator and it is

Zicdr?rrgir::/;hv\?;clIV:‘/;IIh%\:ﬁ.r:gsaussslljp:s\l\:]sstthhaattv;lmg E\jvrﬁl ?grmﬁ/r; us Jesus Himself who forgives our sins. | often felt embarrassed
A 500d confession c'an make vou feel refreshed Remgmber " to speak to a priest but one priest once told me that he hears
8 Y : that many confessions he forgets what people confess.

%rsrzwetﬁeng:\?i?ﬂz 'vr\],agr?t':lgjsf?ocggfaegfﬁfnq;gztnijhgmﬁ;%?ﬁf Priests are not there to judge they are there to help us out of
. our sins and advise us on how not to commit those sins

our sin, but Jesus is waiting for you in that confessional again

room.

An examination of conscience can help if you are unsure of 7- Repent & Absolution

what you will say in confession, but we must remember the  Repent means that we are truly sorry for our sins. We have

steps to a good confession (Lifeteen.com) now resolved to turn away from the sins we have committed

1- Recognise and_become a bette_r version of ourselves. At t_he end o_f con-
fession the priest will pray a prayer of absolution. In this

We must recognise our sin and the need to go to confession. prayer Jesus, through the priest, frees us from our sins.

We are human it is in our nature to sin but we must 8- Penance

acknowledge our wrong and resolve to do right. i _ )
This is a way of making amends for the sins we have com-

2- Examine mitted. The priest will give you penance before the confes-
Perform an examination of conscience. Meditate on your sion is over and ask you to offer up these prayers and
thoughts, words and actions since your last confession. sacrifices in reparation for your sins.

Write them down if you want and take them into the
confessional.
3- Contrition

Contrition is an important one, we must be genuinely sorry
for our sin/s. When we sin against God we are choosing not
to love Him and harm our relationship with Him.

For an examination of con-
science guide, visit the website
below:

http://www.ewtn.com/library/
prayer/examconscience.htm

Christina Maksisi

“Make your hearts firm” (Jas 5:8) “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9)

Individual Christians

As individuals too, we have are tempted by indifference. Flooded with news reports and troubling images of human
suffering, we often feel our complete inability to help. What can we do to avoid being caught up in this spiral of distress
and powerlessness?

- First, we can pray in communion with the Church on earth and in heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so
many voices united in prayer!

- Second, we can help by acts of charity, reaching out to both those near and far through the Church’s many charitable
organizations. Lent is a favourable time for showing this concern for others by small yet concrete signs of our belonging to
the one human family.

- Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion, since their need reminds me of the uncertainty of my own life and
my dependence on God and my brothers and sisters. If we humbly implore God’s grace and accept our own limitations,
we will trust in the infinite possibilities which God’s love holds out to us. We will also be able to resist the diabolical
temptation of thinking that by our own efforts we can save the world and ourselves.

As a way of overcoming indifference and our pretensions to self-sufficiency, | would invite everyone to live this Lent as an
opportunity for engaging in what Benedict XVI called a formation of the heart. A
merciful heart does not mean a weak heart. Anyone who wishes to be merciful
~ must have a strong and steadfast heart, closed to the tempter but open to God.
¥ A heart which lets itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to bring love along the
d i roads that lead to our brothers and sisters. And, ultimately, a poor heart, one

% Which realizes its own poverty and gives itself freely for others.

During this Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let us all ask the Lord: “Make our
hearts like yours “. In this way we will receive a heart which is firm and merciful,
attentive and generous, a heart which is not closed, indifferent or prey to the
globalization of indifference.

Extract from Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2015




Parish Camera

Our
Seniors
enjoyed

the activi-
ties pre-
pared for
them on

Thursday.

J | Stations of the Cross, evening prayers & adoration of
the Cross every Friday night of Lent.

SOors

OLOL Annual Charity
Golf Day

Fri 20 March 2015

Macquarie Links International
Golf Club

quantity surveyors
project managers

The cost is $200 per player
which includes Green Fees,
Snacks, Drinks on Course, Din-
ner, Golf Carts & Presentation.
Corporate packages available

v cec

capital engineering consultants

hkma

Arab Bank Australia

designcorp
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for $1,000. To register, contact:
Ray Wehbe on 0414 833 007 or
RWehbe@betterbuildings.com.au
Tina on 0448 247 336 or
tinasalame@hotmail.com
Jade on 0411 833 254 or
jade.elchoueifati@gmail.com
Ray Haddad on 0412 478 363
or raymond@camdev.com.au
John on 0434 531 611 or
johnwardan@gmail.com

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter Community Business Network Page?
The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a week through print and online media.
For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network Page for the whole month.

For details call Joe on 0400 444 999.

y

CATERING AND EVENTS

GEORGEKHOUZAME

EST SYDNEY 1985

RECEPTION CENTRE |-

-~

02 9796 4444 | 0404 944 444 v
2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW.
elie@thebellevue.com.au

Sl

www.thebellevue.com.au

¥
.

private events weddings corporate events

Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.

P 02 9709 6588 WWW.GEORGEKHOUZAME.COM

AMESCORP

vy

"THE GRANNY FLAT
SPECIALIST"

PHONE. 02 8798 9858
WWW.AMESCORRCOM.AU
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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Sunday 8 March —Sunday of the Prodigal Son

11:00am 40 Day Janette Moussa from Tannourine

3:00pm Mantoura Tanssa Assya Younen from Kannoubine
(died in Lebanon)

5:00pm 1 Year Anthony Joseph Saba from Blouza

Monday 9 March — The Forty Martyrs

6:00pm Janette Aflak Gebrael wife of Youssef Gebreal from
Bazoun (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 14 March

6:00pm 40 Day Pierre Roumano Kizana from Hadchit

Sunday 15 March —Sunday of the Paralytic

11:00am 40 Day Souad Makhael Maroun EIDoueihi from
Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mona Youssef EIWadi Barakat wife of
Sarkis Barakat from Hadchit
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Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

\ Pastoral Council Meeting Wed 18 March at 8pm

Family & Adult Events

“The anointing and healing of the sick” (FDW)
o

Arabic Faith TalkgPre_sented by Fr Tony Sarkis
Tues 10 March 7.15pm in the Seniors Room—CYPC

English Faith Discussion Nights )
11 - Haddad -"1001 reasons why it's great to be Catholic”
25 March - Marcha Makari - “The Treasures of Suffering”
1 April - Rob Mourad - “Havm? loved them, he loved them to the
very end” (Jn 13:1) The Greatest Love Story Ever Told” )
6 aw - Madeleine Vella - “Discovering your call to Sanctity”
ednesday’s at 8.00pm After 7.00pm Mass on L1 CYPC

Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o%s_n 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
individuals and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas
of specialisation include relationship difficulties, family/parenting

and the treatment of Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

Children’s Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

‘ Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm

Youth Events

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063
or Anthony Chidiac 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410122999

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting: contact Maroun 0410656099

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Seniors Events

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

. .Seniors Bus Trip - Feast of Saint Jose_Fh
Sgi_lrltual visit to St Joseph’s Church Croydon with Mass
hursday 19 March at 9.30am (leaving OLOL)
Cost $35/p incl. bus, lunch at club. Contact Elias on 0414 495 955
or Mariette on 0412 201 183 or the parish office 9689-2899

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

General Parish Notices
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General Parish Notices

. Vocation Discernment Day
Sr Margaret will be holding a Vocation discernment day for young
women 15 years and over on
22nd March from 9.30am to 1.15pm.
argaret on 0412 588 045 for more information.

Sunda
Contact Sr

o 40 Days for Life
40 Days for Life is a world-wide pro-life campal?n_tq pray for an end
to abortion. Our Parish will be keeping prayerfurl vigil outside the
abartion clinic on Saturdays between 6:00pm-8:00pm. To register
or for more information please contact Rob Mourad on 0404066877.

. Painter Required
Are you a painter that can DONATE your talent for the
parish from time to time? We need your help for paint-
maintain the facilities in our parish.
1510 or email media@olol.org.au for
more information.

PAINTER
REQUIRED

ing Jlobs to hel
Please call 02 889

) MCHF Open_DaM . .
Maronite College of the Holy Family (MCHF) is holding an
Open day in the Secondary department on
24th March from 9-11am
All parents and prospective students are welcome.

Lawyers Guild Talks
) with the Cuitu

11 March - Theresa Simon - dy&LjrqjsﬁdlyDivaseCie't"
15 April - Judge Brian Sully - * ou are a Catholic lawyer. Really?”
Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 for more information.

.. Feast of St Patrick
“The unity of the family stems from the
clover of the unity of the Holy Trinity”
Celeb. ngsB«Jele’x_y Antoin-Charbdl T
unday 22nd March at 7pm
_ St Patrick’s Mass Centre,
32 Calliope St Guildford. All are welcome

Social Media

/) & Maronite Catholic Parish ViSit us at olol. Org. au

Like us on

o Eisaon | UKE 3dy $77289%% n co-cathedral
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Lord, may all the falthful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace
for all eterni es eC|a those we Pra
aja AYI departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, Tannous & Loulou Aboud, Maroun

Aboud & his parents(B) Ravmond. Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, (C) éD% (E) (F&(%ZCOI een Madeline

George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury rael, (H) Madeline & Paul Had-

dad and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Youssef & Amine Halal & their

| family (I) K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Mikhael Badwi Khoury, his wife Hanni & his sister Afifi

‘ 9) (L{ Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses
amily, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi,

~ Youssef & Ghousoub Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Tannous, Marin &

David Moujali(N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi

Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son oseph, (5) Azar Stephen, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine ,

|ose§h John Saad & his wife Mazie, Matilda Abboud Sadek, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Bernadette Tanna, Salim,
arid, Bernard & Danny Ters (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, ) (
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