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i Therefore, my beloved, just as you have
§a|ways obeyed me, not only in my presence,
: but much more now in my absence, work

i out your own salvation with fear and
§trembling; foritis God who is at work in
:you, enabling you both to will and to work
for his good pleasure. Do all things without
murmuring and arguing, so that you may be

i Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven '
gwill be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. :
Five of them were foolish, and five were
iwise.

When the foolish took their lamps, they
{took no oil with them; but the wise took

o _ blameless and innocent, children of God
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the without blemish in the midst of a crooked
bridegroom was delayed, all of them { NextSunday'sReadings |: and perverse generation, in which you shine :
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight like stars in the world. :
there was a shout, “Look! Here is the Ga6: 110 It is by your holding fast to the word of life
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then éthat | can boast on the day of Christ that |
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed i did not run in vain or labour in vain. But

 their lamps. GOD - even if | am being poured out as a libation

over the sacrifice and the offering of your
gThe foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some | will not allow gfaith, | am glad and rejoice with all of you -
: of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But : :and in the same way you also must be glad
gthe wise replied, ‘No! there will not be E you to be %and rejoice with me.

enough for you and for us; you had better o Phil 261218

iyourselves.” And while they went to buy it, o O Lord, may the of our S |
‘the bridegroom came, and those who were ! persist in your ' . &
= s hearts stay forever alight; :

‘read t with him into the weddi .8
cody Wene il T [ The wedding determination may the flames continue to grow

banquet; and the door was shut.

’ and burn with love for you!

Help us to be ready like the wise
bridesmaids; so like them,

Later the other bridesmaids came also, not to
§saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he :
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, | do not know you.’ lose Him.

Keep awake therefore, for you know we may rejoice with You
‘nei o in Your Heavenly Kingdom.
gnelther the day nor the hour. 1 Saint Padre Bio~ | y King

Mt 25:1-13 Amen!

; SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au) Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.PsFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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Light from the word Saint Chalita

LIT LAMPS OCTOBER 20TH

Today’s Gospel passage of the
parable of the ten bridesmaids is
g situated at night. It is an odd
story. Things are not what they

L should be . .. ‘

, 4l Isn’t it the practice that a groom
arrives during the day to marry his
bride? And isn’t it the practise

Chalita was an Egyptian by birth and a
chief commander under Emperor
Constantine the Great .

Constantius Il ordered Chalita to go in
the lands beyond the Danube and to
bring back to Constantinople the

mztgtrg% rgnrgr%?niiv ﬁﬁg)trr?ganied by KR Al relics of Andrew the Apostle, Luke the
bridesmaids accompany the L WS M Evangelist and Saint Timothy.

brlde? And shouldn’t the groom arrive at the . . . .
.weddmg banquet before midnight and not when the Chalita accomplished his task and was rewarded with the

| partying is just about over? And why aren’t five appointment to the rank of dux Aegypti (360).

' bridesmaids allowed into the wedding banquet . . .
-when they should be the very ones who should be One year later Constantius was succeeded by his cousin

-on the bridal table? And where is the bride, who is  jJulian, who was a Pagan. The people of Alexandria accused
: ng:argleenhsgnvﬁa?ctda(!lwetrmzlegrgfb;ﬁ?tﬁislia strange Chalita of having demolished their temples, and broken

P T ) ) ) down their idols, and Julian condemned him to death.
'We can say it is about being prepared at any time to
i encounter God (the groom). Yet it is not just being | Chalita was beheaded in 362 in the city of Antioch, where

ig\r/(zrr)matrﬁgbg J‘céstn;ﬁﬂnugnae%éiirnc:é?ét?g;ﬁ; icr(m):ife, he had been recalled by Emperor Julian the Apostate for
' whatever may come, even though it is late and all maladministration of his province.
ih has f .
! ope has faded He is recognized as a saint for his martyrdom; his feast day
. If one holds onto the light of hope, despite the

-5|tuat|on of darkness, one will at the end of a long was set as 20 October. His cult site was as the Church of

-walt encounter the truth that seeks us out and Saint John the Forerunning (St John the Baptist) in
'dESWES our heart. So never allow your lamps to g0 | Constantinople. St Chalita is invoked by those suffering
rout, for our hope in encountering God'’s loving from hernias

'presence is the reason we live. Amen :

! Sr Margaret Ghosn MISHF Charbel Dib
Shepherd’s Corner

Positivity, Hope and Patience is the sign of the Cross

Our journey through the Season of the Glorious Cross is coming to an end with only one more
week to go before we begin the new liturgical season and our preparations for the birth of our
Lord.

4 This week we reflect on the faith of the five wise bridesmaids who showed not only wisdom in
thelr actions but also a sense of positivity, hope and patience. We can compare these three attributes to the
cross. The cross is not about suffering and pain; rather it is a sign of these three attributes in the following ways:

. Positivity: Our Lord who indeed is very positive invites us to come to what he has positively accomplished
on the cross so that we can become one with His Father. For this reason, no matter how burdensome our
life becomes, we need to stay positive because of what has been accomplished for us. We must have a
positive outlook in all things in a Christ-like manner.

. Hope: The cross is a sign of the victory of hope over hopelessness. Although we are faced with many
challenges in life, we must never lose sight of the hope of the resurrection. It is through this very event that
hope triumphed over hopelessness. We as Christians are called to do the same thing and help those who
are tempted to lose hope so that they can see that hope truly triumphs.

. Patience: If we can describe Christ’s life and passion in one word then that word would be patience.

The culmination of patience was his patience in suffering on the cross. There is so much in this word;
humility, submissiveness, contentment and calmness. As a culture, we are very impatient; however we
must allow Christ’s patience to be manifested in our lives so that we too can patiently endure the pains of
this life and bow down to the will of God.

The wise bridesmaids didn’t have the symbol of the cross in their lives, however their faith in the bridegroom
together with their positive outlook, hope and patience secured them a seat at his banquet. Unfortunately,

the others missed out! We however, do have the symbol of the cross prominently in our lives. Let us do our best
so that we do not miss out.

On a parish note, we have the Teens car wash today which | thank the Teen leaders for organizing. We are
extremely proud of your contributions to our parish family for all that you do especially in providing formation to
our teens. Also, today we have the married couples retreat. Here too, | would like to thank the Family Committee
for its organization of this retreat and for all their contributions in accompanying our families in their spiritual
and social journey.

On a final note, | ask you to keep in your prayers our Church Fathers who continue their work in Rome at the
Synod on the Family. | hope to see you around the parish during the week.

Fr Tony Sarkis



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantius_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luke_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luke_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Timothy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_(Roman_emperor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antioch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day

Article of the Week
“THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER”

Unless you grew up in the 60’s and 70’s you may not appreciate how blessed we are today to have many
Australian Maronite parishes and Mass Centre's around us. There was a time when we only had one church to go
to, no matter where you lived, and that was in Redfern.

It appears that the cliché is true: “When the going gets tough, the tough gets going” because every Lebanese
Maronite in Sydney attended that one Mass on a Sunday, no matter how difficult the journey. With the
convenience of having churches as well as other amenities, open and available at any hour, today we find
ourselves seeking even further comforts and shortcuts to fit into our personal lifestyle. The more inconvenient or
time-consuming tasks are weighed up, analysed, and even at times neglected. We seem to spend more time
being less productive.

Careers, financial gain, personal gratification and the flourishing of social media are each in their own ways at
fault. We are our own worst enemy unfortunately, and there are many occasions whereby we tire ourselves to
the point of having achieved nothing more than exhaustion. Then what happens? We start compromising our
priorities, and before we know it, we find ourselves running around in the same circles, day in and day out...
falling deeper and deeper into a joyless existence. Something is missing, but we’re too busy to stop and work out
what is actually missing. Let’s consider the fruits of the Holy Spirit as a starting point: peace, joy, love, patience,
faithfulness, kindness, goodness. Perhaps what we are missing in our life, is already there by virtue of our
Baptism, but needs to be nurtured in order to become visible and alive within us.

¥ In the recent World Meeting of Families last month, Pope Francis said that
family life is a pilgrimage, just as the life of the Church is a pilgrimage. Each on

} our earthly journey toward the Kingdom of Heaven. Being the domestic Church

and the school of virtue, it is within the family that “we learn of the bonds

3 which unite us, of fidelity, sincerity, trust, cooperation and respect.” | wonder if

we really understand this responsibility, which is at the very core of society and

& 4 the determining factor in future generations?

How many of us seriously pray together as a family? If we have already
incorporated this fundamental practice into our family life, or as a couple in a
relationship, then by the grace of God we will be seeing the fruits of the Holy Spirit grow in abundance. Times of
difficulty are usually the most common occasions to find families in prayer, but in my own personal experience, it
is a daily union of hearts and minds lifted to God in prayer, that will make all the difference to each and every
one concerned. The family that prays together, stays together in spirit, truth and love. Praise God!

Salwa Elias

Childrew sy Corner

PRAYER

Wishing you a blessed and beautiful Sunday to you all my dear brothers and sisters. | am so proud of you seeing
you here in our Father’s house, where you are always welcome.

This week in the Gospel, you will here the story of the 10 wise bridesmaids and the 10 foolish ones. This parable
is filled with very valuable lessons for you.

The bridegroom is myself and the bridesmaids represent humanity. The 10 wise bridesmaids are all those faithful
people who live a life of prayer, good deeds and trust in me. The 10 wise bridesmaids were wise enough to be
prepared by bringing extra oil with them in the case of bridegroom being late. When the bridegroom arrives,
they will have enough oil to light their lamps and they will be able to enter into the banquet.

The 10 foolish bridesmaids are all the lazy people who think to themselves ‘the bridegroom is not coming now’
or they delay praying or doing good things because they say that they can do them when needed or at a later
time. You see, in the parable, the bridegroom came unexpectedly late and they were not prepared and therefore
they could not join in the banquet that was prepared.

Being prepared is everything. Think about it carefully. Who can walk into an exam without studying or at least
knowing the content being taught? Who can prepare for the arrival of a newborn baby if there is no place to
keep this baby? Who can have a party and not be prepared by cooking and getting all the decorations ready?
This is the same in your lives also. In order to enter the Kingdom of God you must prepare for it. You must pray
diligently, you must love everyone, you must be willing to forgive so that you can be forgiven, you must trust in
me even when it may seem that | am not listening or answering your prayers.

All these things plus many other good things are the extra oil that keep your lamps burning. | gave up my life on
the Cross so that you may share your life with me in heaven at the end of time.
May you have a blessed and holy week ahead.

With all my love and prayers, your brother Jesus
Activity &
In your journals, draw a picture of what you think heaven looks like. &~

Write a small prayer asking God the Father
to give you the ability to keep going on the road to heaven.
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7.00pm Cocktails - 7.30pm Dinner

The Doltone House Marquee
Darling Island Wharf
48 Pirama Road, Pyrmont NSW 2009

Men - Black Tie | Women - Ball Gowns

$195 per person
$1,950 per table of Ten
$10,000 Corporate Table of Ten
Includes a 3 course dinner served with
hot and cold beverages throughout the night

Mr Ray Hadley OAM

In association with AMW Ente
James Estate, Denton Family Trust & Arab Bank Australia ——
Presents Al fun ight will be donated to aid the OLOL Nursing Home
In support of Our Lady Of Lebanon Nursing Home

OFFICIAL AFTER PARTY | Tim ~Till Late
The

Arab Bank Australia

AL LERNR ST ELECTRICAL

204 RAILWAY TERRACE,
d » ~ MERRYLANDS, NSW, 2160
ABN: 24 141 531 535

alea@tandoo.somal
Specialist Eye Surgeo 7. DN Laser Treatment for all New

(M): Barry 0438 123 321
Laser Clients

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Dis;ge
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery

Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking Spray Tanning from $30

and Cosmetic Tattooing N
Ay al) alSS (o gae da) o Alals " _—
et (02) 9718 3449 023331-‘}-‘}-‘}5 LIGHTING UP OUR COMMUNITY

Contact us for all your Lighting and Electrical requirements




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

- PARISH NOIICe2. BOARD |
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Sunday 18 October: 5™ Sunday after Holy Cross

11:00am 40 Day Jamil Sarkis Antoun from Zgharta

5:00pm 1 Year Joulia Khodeir from Bane Widow of Late
Joseph Abboud from Basloukit

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm 40 Day Mary Boutros Ishak Elkhoury wife of Youssef
Makhlouf from Bkaakafra

Monday 19 October
10:00am Funeral of late Wafica Antonios Nkoula widow of late
Haydar Elkhoury from blouza

Tuesday 20 October
6:00pm Late Zahra Elbane wife of Youssef Abdelahad
from Mizyara (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 22 October
6:00pm 40 day Nouh Moussa Moussa from Karem Elmohr

Saturday 24 October
6:00pm Mass for all the living and departed of Knat on the
Feast of Saint Chalita offered by the Association

Sunday 25 October: 6™ Sunday after Glorious Cross
11:00am Mass offered for the Souls of the martyr
Danny Chamoun and his Family

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God’s Word for Everyday

Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
Thursdays: 6.30pm - 8pm in Seniors Room

ocT Teens Car Wash {pavii CAR
Sunday 18 Oct 2015 - 8am to 12:30pm WASH
We wash your car while your at mass
Cost: Donation Location: OLOL Lower Carpark
[ocT] English Faith Formation

"Who Would have Guessed you Could have been a Judge? One Womans Journey."
Wednesday 21 Oct2015 at 8pm after the 7pm English Mass.
Presented by Judge Jennifer Boland

New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek
Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family.

. | Being considered for sainthood. The book summarises his life.
Available for $5 from Sr Margaret or

ocT bl (N dagyddsy
iy s llly Ry il Lelal) an £ 8agally el A GURNI S5 Copd ¥ caseadl
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from the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

NOV Melbourne Cup Luncheon

Tuesday 3 Nov at 12pm in the Church Hall.
For booking contact Parish on 02 9689 2899

JAN 16 REGISTRATIONS for 2016 Holy Communion
) . are NOW OPEN and Will close on 10 Jan 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church on 02 9689 2899

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
A& Fersan Al-Adra: Sat Ipm -3pm

Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish on 9689-2899
Ll b Gl s Gl
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DIOCESAN NOTICE

1 OCT | Maronites on a Mission Annual Dinner “a Spring Soiree”
Friday 23 Oct at The Imperial Paradiso, Fairfield. Tickets $110 pp or $1000 for
table of 10. For details visit the Maronites on Mission Facebook page
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NOoV First Holy Communion for People with Special Needs

Sat 14 Nov at 11am 2015 at St Charbel’s Parish
For registrations contact St Charbel’s Parish on 9740 0998 or 0434 429 980.
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MARONITE

SERVICES

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre open 10am —10pm
or Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6§)m

Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Is your family impacted by addictions ?Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at:

128a Alfred St, Harris Park, Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni,

Milia Bou Raidan (C) Youssef & Salha Chaya gD) (E) Azar EstephanéF) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef

Salim El Khoury Gebrael, Gittany Families (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha

Jamil Haddad, Boutros & Lamia Hanna, Tony Hanna (1) (K) Naim & George Khattar, Karam Antonios Karam, Khaiey Families (J) (L) Peter

§ Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha, Boutros & Mary Lichaa (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses

| Family, Arthur (Otre?l Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife
Jamile, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef Maroun and his wife Ghssoun, Hamid Geoage

| Masri, Alichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Samira Lebnen Menassa (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira (O) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan,

Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Jabil

Labbi Roumanus (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory, Katie & Michael Saad (T) (U) (V)

(W) Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (Y) Saadallah Younan & his wife Rafka Maskineh (2)
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