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ow among those who went up to worship Brothers and sisters,
at the festival were some Greeks. They i For the message about the cross is

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in  foolishness to those who are perishing, but
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to ito us who are being saved it is the power of :
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’ with daee for You,

now the ruler of this world will be driven

: : B
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gThe crowd standing there heard it and said

gthat it was thunder. Others said, “An angel places

éout. And |, when | am lifted up from the
Jn 12:20-32: Amen!

; SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.P.sFrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bemard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105. Fr Youwakim 0406 339 755
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fromvthe word

LTATION OF THE CROSS

i | The feast of the Exaltation of the

@ | Glorious Cross marks the entry into the

final Season of the Liturgical Calendar.

Lasting approximately seven weeks, this

. Season examines the final days and
judgment.

The Gospel Reading for this Feast day
= offersusa gllmpse into God’s will. It
d commences, ‘Now among those who

Exaltatiov of the Cross

SEPTEMBER 14TH

h&\— The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross was
7 . observed in Rome before the end of the

seventh century. It commemorates the
recovery of the Holy Cross, which had been
placed on Mt. Calvary by St. Helena the
mother of Constantine and preserved in
Jerusalem. We exalt the Cross of our
Saviour as it through the cross that God the
Trinity showed His Divine love for humanity.

rwent up to worship at the festival were some | . .

-Greeks v20 and ends with verse 32, ‘And |, when | | The cross and crucifixion where used as a means to

1am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to | torture and humiliate criminals, yet God in his power

. myself.” Can you see a connection here? We have ! made this the symbol of his love, mercy and forgiveness.

1 been so used to Jesus travelling the Land of Israel 14 js for this reason that St Paul says “The message about
1and engaging with the people of the place yet Jesus

| : 'the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
rwords and works cannot be contained. Truth can ' ; g (1 !
' neither remain hidden nor silenced and Jesus i us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor: 18)
' himself desires to be present for all. i To those outside the Christian faith, they can not !

.comprehend how such a mean of torture, humiliation and '

'Greeks now come to see Jesus and Jesus in response | death could signify the power of God, but for us as
'de5|res to ‘draw all people’ to himself. Love

.Chrlstlans who have been redeemed by being baptised in
'explodes love is free, grace is poured and joy is

to Christs Cross and Resurrection, we are called to see
rcontagious. A life lived splendidly inspires others and ! '
{love fgely given attractsrr)nany o grgce abundantly | i through the cross to the never ending love God has for us.

- rpoured leads to graciousness. uOn this feast and as we begin a new season in our

' The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross is just that. ' Maronite Liturgical Calendar, we pray that the message of
.We feast and exalt in Christ, the one who was raised 'the cross, may always be for us, a message of hope and

' up on the Cross to show us the immensitv of God’s 'fuIﬁIIment of Gods promise of salvation and we pray, that
love. Such action draws our attention and holds our we, who have known his mystery on earth, may merit the
1gaze in love. Amen ,grace of his redemption in heaven. Amen

: Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF | Charbel Dib

hevrd’s Corner

“FAST IS RISKING CRASH AND SLOW WILL REACH THE SAFE GOAL.”

| am a great believer in this title motto and have derived it from the author Steven Covey R
who says “Fast is Slow and Slow is Fast”. In saying this Covey speaks of the importance of not Y '
rushing major decisions but of taking time to take into consideration all the options and their
consequences and then to come to a decision. NS

The push to change the definition of Marriage seemed to be so rushed at one stage. On one h y/ /-
side by those possibly with an opportunist agenda and couching the debate in terms of equal | :
rights and accusing those with reasons for concerns of bigotry and threatening rights and N

those on the other extreme who hold and express bigoted attidudes towards people of same
sex attraction. The media seems to be most interested in the extremes and the :

sensationalism from both which seem to incite fear and accusations while also drowning out the essential chance
for a clear exchange of facts and principles for the balanced rights and long term good of all.

After my research so far, | believe, especially to non-religious audiences, our approach should be to expressing
our points and principles in ways that calm the fears and anger on both sides as much as possible and promotes
“fair rights” and dignity for all, including same sex couples, balanced with the” full rights of children”. And
because of the necessity to always strive for the “full rights of children” and to prevent the collateral confusion
that will flow on from a change of definition we express the opinion to leave Marriage unchanged.

So it is about “fair rights” for all which, same sex couples mostly have already under Australian law for their
relationship and respecting the “full rights” of children’s including the right to a biological Dad and Mum.

In reality there is no such thing as equal rights for everyone to everything; for instance a 15 year old person in
Australia can’t get married and siblings can’t marry each other and so on.

So always remember this method of Love and compassion followed by a respectful sharing of the Truth in
communication and dialogue in all of our relationships and situations as this is following the model Jesus gives us
in ministry and teaching.

So with next Sundays 2pm National Rally to support Traditional Marriage we need to be ready to rally in a spirit

of Love and for those who hold different points of view to respond with Love and then respectfully share the

Truth calmly with principles and facts. Very importantly ask the Holy Spirit to equip you with words of love and

E)ruth. If someone does not respond in the same respectful spirit don’t react just give them space and let them
e.

Good Websites to equip you with good points in discussions are MARRIAGE EQUALS.com.au and
MARRIAGEALLIANCE.com.au

Wouldn't it be wonderful if, being the last English speaking country in the world still to change the definition of
Marriage, Australia lead the best way showing that Fast is risking crash/collision while Slow will bring about a
third better option that leaves Marriage for what is best for children.

And let’s remember the power of Prayer and last weeks Homily Point “How we Pray is How we Live!”
A Blessed Feast of the Cross to All. Msgr Shora Maree
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Article of the Week

“THE SON OF MAN MUST BE LIFTED UP” (I0. 3, 14)

Today the Church makes special reference to these words of Christ as she celebrates the

feast of the Triumph of the Cross. Beyond the particular historical circumstances that

contributed to the introduction of this feast in the liturgical calendar, there remain these

words that Christ spoke to Nicodemus during that conversation which took place at night:

"The Son of Man must be lifted up"... And so Christ referred to an event from the history

gf the Old Testament which he knew about, namely, Moses lifting up the serpent in the
esert...

Jesus of Nazareth explains the salvific designs of the God of the Covenant. The bronze
serpent in the desert was the symbolic figure of the Crucified One. Is someone who had
been bitten looked upon the serpent "lifted up" by Moses on a high pole, that person was
saved. He remained alive, not because he had looked upon the serpent, but because he
had believed in the power of God and his saving love. Thus when the Son of Man is lifted
up on the Cross of Calvary, "all who believe will have eternal life in him"...

In this night time conversation, Jesus of Nazareth helps Nicodemus to discover the true sense of God’s designs...
But... Jesus goes on even further. The conversation becomes even deeper: Why the Cross? Why must the Son of
Man be "lifted up" on the wood of the Cross? Because "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that
whoever believes in him may not die but may have eternal life" (lo. 3, 16). Yes, eternal life. This is the type of
salvation that Jesus is speaking about: eternal life in God.

What, then, does this "being lifted up" mean?

In Saint Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, "being lifted up" means first of all "being brought low". The Apostle
writes about Christ, saying: “Though he was in the form of God, he did not deem equality with God something to
be grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of men”

(Phil. 2, 6-7). The Godman! God becoming man. God taking on our humanity: this is the first dimension of "being
brought low ", and at the same time it is a "lifting up". God is brought low, so that man may be lifted up. Why?
Because "God so loved the world". Because he is love! ... He gave. This emptying is itself the gift. It is the greatest
gift of the Father. It surpasses all other gifts... In this absolute lowering, in this emptying, is the beginning and
source of every "lifting up", the source of the lifting up of humanity.

Christ is the Lord! This will be confirmed in the Resurrection, but it is already contained in the Crucifixion.
Precisely in the Crucifixion.

To be crucified, humanly speaking, is to be disgraced and humiliated. But from God’s point of view it means
being lifted up, indeed, to be lifted up by means of the Cross. Christ is the Lord, and he becomes Lord of
everything and everyone in this elevation by means of the Cross. It is in this way that we look upon the Cross,
with the eyes of faith, instructed by the word of God, guided by the power of God. Here then is the mystery of
the Triumph of the Cross...

May the humiliation of Christ - his being brought low by means of the Cross - serve once again to lift up humanity
towards God. Sursum corda! Lift up your hearts! Amen.

EXTRACT FROM HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS JOHN PAUL Il — 14 September 1987
Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross

Childvew sy Corner
PRAYER

Wishing you a blessed and beautiful day on this blessed Sunday. Welcome to you all to the place where you are
most loved the place of our Father’s house. | hope that you have been praying and that you have been growing
in prayer. This week we will focus on Prayers of Praise.

Many people consider prayers of praise to be the “highest” form of prayer. Why? A prayer of praise is all about
Gold. Wc? ask for nothing, we seek nothing; we focus on nothing but God himself. When we praise, it's God and
only God.

Prayer of Praise, at its best, is completely self-forgetting; this is the very idea of what it means to be a

Christian. So why don’t we praise God more often? For one, it’s not something that comes naturally; we have to
learn how to praise. When it comes to asking for things, most children seem to learn this on their own. You
need help learning to say things like “Thank you” and “You’re the best.” But even after we’ve learned the lesson,
there are often other things that get in our way of praising God.

It’s too easy for us to get too busy to notice the really important things and so we miss opportunities to praise.
It just doesn’t occur to us to realise these great and wonderful things. And then when we do notice those few
things, we tend to take them for granted.

How often do you tell God that we love Him?

One of the beauties of Christianity is the personal relationship we have with God. Tell Him you love Him. Accept
His love in return.

Love your brother Jesus.

Activity —
1. Make a conscious effort each day to notice something to praise God for. /”
2. Put it at the top of your To Do list. Don’t be afraid to start small. '
3. Just observe what’s going on around you. Don’t over-think, over-analyse or even
start with the idea of looking for something to praise.
4. At the end of each day, write a prayer thanking God for His great love.
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Seniors Mass & Lunch
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My Vocation... My Identity
: | English Faith Discussion led by our Seminarian Dory Zaouk
’ The Bible Project” Reflecting on his first 9 months in the Seminary

NATIONAL SUPPORT FOR TRADITIONAL MARRIA
Pro-marriage rallies and marches will be held on )
Sunday 20 Septhembea_zpls ||n all carl)l_tal cities acr]gss Australia
to support the traditional natural institution of marriage . ;"
between a male and female. il g A Ry
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204 RAILWAY TERRACE,

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter 6 e aaanTiimnmee
Community Business Network Page?

sales@fandco.com.au
(M): Fred 0430 123 321 (M): Barry 0438 123 321

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals a week through print and over

2000 individuals through online media. ; j

For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network page
1

for the whole month.
LIGHTING UP OUR GCOMMUNITY
Contact us for all your Lighting and Electrical requirements

For details email media@olol.org.au or 02 8898 1510




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 13 September: Exaltation of the Glorious Cross

9:30am 40 Day Antoine Geryes Estephan Rahme from Becharre
3:00pm Tony Boutros Hanna from Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon)
5:00pm 1 Year Rose Nasr wife of Elias Moukarzel from Keb Elias

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm 40 Day Norma Moujalli from Mazret Nahr widow of the late
Nehmtallah Youssef from Ein Ekrine

Monday 14 September: Exaltation of the Glorious Cross
6:00pm Hawla Toufic El Harbieh widow of the late Milad Hanna
Dahdah from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 16 September:
7:00pm 1 Year Martha Youssef Karam widow of the late
Maurice Jamil Haddad from Kfarsghab

Thursday 17 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Youssef Yacoub Gebrael from Karm El Mohr

Friday 18 September:

6:00pm 40 Day Boutros Moussa Sissi from Kfarhawra

Saturday 19 September:
6:00pm 1 Year Elias Fayad Boumelhem from Imar

Sunday 20 September: 1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am 40 Day Youssef Hanna Boulos from Kfarsghab
11:00am 1 Year Najem Nassif Aoun from Saghbine
5:00pm 1 Year Abdo Nasr from Keb Elias
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Maronite Services

Catholic Basics - a Twenty One Week Course
Mon 14 September at 7:30pm held in the CYPC.
For a good overview of our Catholic Faith and for those wishing to convert.
To register or for info call Fr Azize 0435 764 824 or Salwa 0426 156 758

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Libralg & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision

“When the Cross gets heavy”

A reflection on suffe‘r_’#\%dtﬁl%l,sla? tﬁng&I; g% ﬁg]!“ a and our own lives.
English Faith Formation talk presented by Jade El-Choueifati in CYPC.

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30fm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling in her private

consulting rooms for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

OLOL Youth Prom Dinner Dance
Friday 2 October 2015 at 7:30pm
Held at La Luna Lounge, Bankstown
Cost: $70 To book call Joey 0414 422 964 or Jamal 0451 486 166
Anyone wishing to sponsor contact Mons Shora 0418 969 844

Maronite Counselling Service
. For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthon¥ Chidiac 0411 217 103
For Youth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf 0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899

“The Bible Project” Weekly English Bible Studies
Unlocking the Power of God's Word for Eve?day
Led by Mons Shora Maree EV, Mr Anthony Assaf and Team.
Thursdays: 6.30pm - 8pm in Seniors Room
Followed by 8pm Adoration in Church

Natural Fertility Services We offer evening adpfointments.
For further info.,SE)Iease contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
| ip Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

) By Qb Aol
s oo () Sl s sl e lice A3l Ao L) et e S

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Novena to Padre Pio for his intercession for sI)eciaI graces
Begins Monday 14 September 2015
Check OLOL website or Facebook for times

Is your family impacted by addictions ?
) ) Are they causing you stress and anxiety? )
Experience in a safe and confidential environment psychologists and social
Workers who can assist you to understand the nature of addictions

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 (GROUP 1 ONLY - 14 JUNE)
Photos and DVDs are ready for collection from the
parish reception located on level 2 of the CYPC
between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY

A DAY FOR MARRIED
COUPLES TO ASSIST
IN KEEPING THE
FLAME ALIGHT!
Sunday October 18% 2015 at St
Joseph’s Baulkham Hills Retreat
Centre from 9am-5pm

Registrations close October 4™ so contact Josephine on 9689 2899
or 0433826661 or email familycommittee@olol.org.au

and support for the person with the addiction.
For information, contact: 9633 2900
Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park
Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.

First Holy Communion for Peogle with Special Needs
Sat 14 November at 11am 2015 at St Charbel’s Parish
St Charbel’s Faith and Light Committee in collaboration with
the Diocesan Committee are or: an|S|r_1gI a First Holy Communion
i _for people with special needs.
For registrations and more information, please contact
St Charbel’s Parish on 9740 0998 or Mrs Anita Chaghoury on 0434 429 980.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lorg, mafy all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for:

2Ag All departed souls, Fr Elias Agoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls, Raymond Anjoul, Jabour Assad and his wife Hanne Haddad, Moussa & Arlette Akel
B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Milia Bou Raidan, Maroun Boumelhem, Elias Boumelhem, Elias Bechara (C) Mounir Magid Cham (D) (E)
George Sara El Hawi, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El Bazouni (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury
Gebrael, Touma Ger%es, Ibrahim & Nakieh Ghaleb (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad, Tansa Diab Dib! HawY, Chafika Wadiaa Youssef Tanous Hady, Amine Haddad and his wife Samyia Haddad, Gerges & Josephine & Marroun
Elias Harb (I%Ayoub & Marian Ibrahim, Antanios & Sarah lbrahim, Raymond lbrahim, Youssef Ibrahim, Ibrahim Ibrahim, Aalia Ibrahim, Remond lbrahim
¥ (K) Naim & George Khattar, Youssef Kabboura (J) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, $Simon & Hannah (icha, Ge orge & Saide Lattouf
and their families (MLAnthon Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic
| Merhi, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef Maroun and his
| wife Ghssoun, Chehade Maroun and his son George, Maria Maroun, Departed from Maroun Famil&(é‘Ng Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, Abdel
| Massih Naoum, Sarkis Nakrout (0) (P) (Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymon tour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana &
Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory, Remaneh Sadek, Naime &
Raymond & Tony Sassine (T) Leila Touma (U) (V) (W) Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (Y) Saadallah Younan & his wife Rafka Maskineh @
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-017-Bishop-Yakobos/001-Al-Saleeb-Fel-Masiheya/The-Cross-in-Christianity__00-index.html
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http://st-takla.org/books/anba-bishoy/christ/index.html
http://st-takla.org/Coptic-Faith-Creed-Dogma/Coptic-Rite-n-Ritual-Taks-Al-Kanisa/Dictionary-of-Coptic-Ritual-Terms/7-Coptic-Terminology_Kaf-Kaaf-Laam/Al-Kanisa-Kaneesa__Church.html
http://st-takla.org/books/anba-bishoy/christ/index.html
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-017-Bishop-Yakobos/001-Al-Saleeb-Fel-Masiheya/The-Cross-in-Christianity__00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/13-Lahout-El-Masi7/Divinity-of-Christ-00-index.html
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