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THE GOSPEL

i Then Jesus left the crowds and o
ithe house. And his disciples approached

i him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
ithe weeds of the field.” He answered, “The
:one who sows the good seed is the Son of
i Man; the field is the world, and the good
iseed are the children of the kingdom; the

i weeds are the children of the evil one, and
ithe enemy who sowed them is the devil;
ithe harvest is the end of the age, and the
ireapers are angels. Just as the weeds are

i collected and burned up with fire, so will it
i be at the end of the age. The Son of Man
:will send his angels, and they will collect

i out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
i evildoers, and they will throw them into
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THE EPISTLE

hat all things work together for

good for those who love God, who are

called according to his purpose. For those

whom he foreknew he also predestined to

be conformed to the image of his Son, in :

order that he might be the firstborn within a :

large family. And those whom he

Eredestined he also called; and those whom
e called he also justified; and those whom

he justified he also glorified. What then are

we to say about these things? If God is for

us, who is against us? He who did not

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for

all of us, will he not with him also give us

everything else? Who will bring any charge

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.

Next Sunday’s Readings

:the furnace of fire, where there will be Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who

i weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the died, yes, who was raised, who is at the

i righteous will shine like the sun in the 1Cor 12:1-11 i right hand of God, who indeed intercedes

kingdlom olf their Father. Let anyone with Mt 12: 22-32 :for us.

iears listen! ;

: ] i i Who will separate us from the love of

Mt 13: 36-43 X i Christ? WiIIFr)]ardship, or distress, or

................................................................................................................ “Slnce IIOYE. persecutlon, or fam'ne, or nakedneSS, or
PRAYER OF THE WEEK S peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your

grows within | sake'we are being killed all day long; we are

i

. , accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No,
Jesus, May pray and fasting help ~| you, so W in all these things we are more than
) ) \ conquerors through him who loved us. For |
us to examine each other will love “* am convinced that neither death, nor life,
JgIows. For LOVE. nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
inor things to come, nor powers, nor height,

is the M inor depth, nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

to praise your Hotx Name, we of the SOUL” Rom 8: 28-39

and gentleness. May we remember all

those that have left us early as we continue

ask through the intercession of all the ~St. Augustine”™

Saints and our Most BLESSED MOTHER,

to continue to guide us to your most

Sacred Heart andto Eternal Life.

" AUSTRALIAN MARONITE
CONVENTION

OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248

A.P:sFrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bemard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105. Fr Youwakim 0406 339 755
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Light from the word Saint Chawrbel - FROM LEBANON TO THE

SAINT CHARBEL WORLD A WITNESS FOR ALL

Maronites celebrate on 19th For us as Maronites, the miracles and
July the feast of their most healings performed through St Charbel’s
beloved monk. Saint Charbel. intercession after his death are truths we
The Gospel Re'adin i< that of know all too well. Many of us have visited
P g Annaya in Lebanon and immediately felt a
the parable of the weeds. sense of peace and holiness, as if we have
been elevated closer to the heavens.
However what we sometimes forget is the
extraordinary life of St Charbel and his
' great love for God a/nd how he lived this love through his
{ vocation as a priest hermit. Through faithfulness to his
the prevalent threat of weeds. i prayer life and his complete abandonment to the will of

Itis an apt metaphor for life i God, St Charbel became the model monk and hermit for
'during Saint Charbel’s time and ours. Life constantly -those choosing to follow this way of life.

:throws up at us the good, th? bad and jche ugly. We ' : And for us now, 116 years after his death, St Charbel still
 can never be free of temptations and sin. However 3 yroyides for us an example and remains a model Christian
1 the parable closes with the promise that the weeds ! for all people. He reminds us that our first call is to “seek
'will not overcome the good seed. Saint Charbel’s life 'ﬁrst the kingdom of God and his righteousness” and once
itells us a similar story. ., we have done this all other things we need will be

: ' provided for us by God in His time. He reminds us that our
i call to prayer is something that should be valued and we

i should strive to maintain our spiritual life regardless of

" any setbacks we may face.

temptation and sin that threaten one, much like the ' The great love of God is ever present, He gIonﬁes those
) .who glorify his Holy Name, and St Charbel is a perfect
metaphor of the good seeds and the choking weeds. + example of this. From his small hermitage in the

: - mountains of tiny Lebanon, the fragrance of his holiness

1So as we commemorate the feast of Saint Charbel, i has spread through to all the corners of the world and
' we take courage knowing this saint faced thus he became a source of inspiration for an entire

| temptation, sin and evil as we do, but he conquered ii country, healing and interceding for all of Lebanon.

rand so too can we. As Jesus says, ‘Unless a grain of 'As a member of the Lebanese Maronite Order and as a

i wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; .Samt of the Maronite rite, St Charbel is an exemplar of the
'but if it dies, it bears much fruit’ (Jn 12:24). We, like i Maronite expression of Catholic holiness and values.

' Saint Charbel, are to be the good seed that gives its ' Faithful to his Maronite spirituality, St Charbel, a Saint for
e . . 'the Universal Church, became an example of virtue and
| life that God’s will may thrive. Amen

| ., intercessory power and is available to Catholics of all
| i backgrounds.
| Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF . Charbel Dib

\) prhezrd/’ s Corner - “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME..

»  Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The parable describes the
circumstances of life with the
struggle of seeds to grow amid

Saint Charbel was known for his virtues, holiness and t
committed faith. However such qualities are only
refined through love of God, in spite of the conflict,

We have all been called in one way or another to be ‘disciples’ for the Lord. Today we hear
"| from the mouth of Jesus, that scripture was fulfilled in Him, at the moment He spoke the
{3 | words written in the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit of God sent him out to proclaim
the good news to the poor, to free captives from the chains of oppression, and to give sight
to the blind. Today the Maronite Church celebrates the Feast of one such great disciple —
St. Charbel. He needs no introduction, for his holiness lives on in every Lebanese family,
and in fact the entire Universal Church. OLOL Co-Cathedral has been blessed to have a relic
| of our great saint placed in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament this week, for veneration
| by all. As we adore the Trinity, truly present, we give thanks to our God for the gift of Saint
Charbel, and all the martyrs and saints by whose blood our land of Lebanon has been
nourished.

We pray this week especially for all our youth attending the Maronite Youth Convention -
that they may be empowered and encouraged to persevere in their discipleship and ministry to which each has
been called. Our preparations for Feast Week continue to progress for the coming 13-23 August, and our
community is buzzing with activity for the Lord’s harvest!

Once again, another extract from Laudato si’...

With pa-ternal concern, Benedict urged us to realize that creation is harmed “where we ourselves have the final
word, where everything is simply our prop-erty and we use it for ourselves alone. The misuse of creation begins
when we no longer recognize any higher instance than ourselves, when we see nothing else but ourselves”.

May God bless you and your families.
Fr Tony Sarkis




Art'édw ofﬂw Week - SAINT CHARBEL - THE MIRACLE WORKER

-‘ A man known for many miraculous wonders, Saint Charbel lived to embed the love of |
~ | Christ upon himself and left behind a powerful example of a humble and selfless I

{ relationship with the Lord. Saint Charbel was meek in character with deep affection

| for thoughtful prayer. Spending many years in complete solitude, Saint Charbel’s love - !

B for Christ grew infinitely. This ensured his disregard for earthly material and proved I

that total devotion to the Lord will return true happiness. |

His story of love and service to God became so common that his goodness spread i
throughout the world. As the first Maronite saint, Mar Charbel had a great impact on :
those of the Lebanese culture, becoming a prominent figure in all Maronite Churches.

Through the intercessions of Saint Charbel, Catholics around the world have been
able to witness the true grace of our faith and have been drawn closer to prayer.

| Saint Charbel’s greatness arose from the many miracles he performed amongst both believers and those in
| doubt. His mirrored portrayal of our Lord’s humility was enough to guide those towards the importance of |
i prayer. Saint John Paul Il once said, “How to Pray? This is a simple matter. | would say: pray anyway you like, so |
: long as you do pray”. The significance of prayer in Saint Charbel’s life led him to his strong belief in solitude and
‘lonely’ living. His technique of prayer is often questioned as one too extreme, but in fact his humble and simple :
| lifestyle guaranteed he was never alone and always accompanied by the best company, Christ.

| A recollection of a woman who was blessed with an experience of Saint Charbel first hand stated, “He said to
| me in a dream: | did the surgery and cured you to let people see and return to faith. "As a community with !
i plenty of hope in our beloved Saint Charbel, we must pursue the example of his life, with the intention to i
: always rejoice in the Lord no matter His will. We are called to follow in the direction towards God through the

! eyes of Saint Charbel. Most famously seen in images with his eyes closed, Saint Charbel reveals the secret to his :

unwavering love for God and it is simple... selfless prayer. I

Saint Charbel, Pray for Us. I
| Brinda Njeim |

Welcome to you my dearest brothers and sisters to the 9th Sunday of Pentecost. Welcome on this special day of
the Feast of St Charbel.

This week you will hear a special Gospel that is read on this special Feast day of St Charbel.
In the Gospel, | explain to my disciples the Parable of the Weeds of the Field. This is a
great Gospel that talks about the good seeds and the bad seeds. In each of you, at your
creation, God our Father, plants within your hearts a good seed. Sometimes, however,
the things of the world can distract you and that good seed becomes bad. This is very
dangerous for the lives of those who want to remain close to me.

How can you keep the good seed from going bad? St Charbel is a great example of this.
Through his daily prayer and regular attendance at Mass, as well as doing good deeds,
St Charbel made sure that he helped that good seed to grow and produce good fruit.
Many times in his life, the evil one tried to tempt him and to turn that good seed into a
bad one, but St Charbel trusted in the goodness that comes from my heart. He prayed
all the time and he gave up his entire life to be close to me.

Everyone is called to be holy in his or her life. Perhaps not all of you can be like St
Charbel but you can definitely try to be. You can help that good seed to grow by
praying often, coming to Mass at least once a week, doing good acts of Charity and
being good to your neighbour. Reading the lives of the Saints is also a great help because you they too were
human just like you; they were ordinary people who knew how to stay close to God and to the Church.
| pray that you have a blessed and holy week.

Love your brother Jesus.

Activity
Find a picture that you like of St Charbel. Print it off and glue it neatly into your

journal. Find some information about St Charbel and write a few notes on his life
and what made him special.




1 PARISH CAMERA 1

Saint Charbel Relics & Mass which was
held on Thursday Night. Followed by
Adoration. Fr Tony Sarkis reminded us
that Saint Charbel is known for being
“drunk on God”.

MARONITE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
k . donation are available at the Church Doors.
$5 ONLY a wee Fill in and return to one of 'Ic)he_Pﬁl%sftfs, Committee Members or the
aris ice.

370 Parishioners For Enc‘uiries: Contact Salwa Elias on 96892899
. Pledge Envelopes are also available
committed in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans P ROAr 8 g
CYPC $4,969,174 Units $1,602,592 Property Nil - Fully Repaid : 'l Vi Stedv B
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events & entertainment

| Celebrating their T'Birthday

: ). 3“ | Massive Discounts, Sausage Sizzle, Face painfing, Jumping Castle & more
| | Come and grab a bargain. Special discount for
OLOL parishoners when presenting this AD
s i e s e S i M S i s § e |

02 9796 4444 | 0404 944 4443
2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW 22@
elie@thebellevue.com.au F
www.thebellevue.com.au

e PEN 7 DAYS
Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more. o

31-33 Parramatta Road, Lidcombe

www.exclusivebushire.com.au

OFFER ENDS 30TH JUNE 2015

150" sEREE,

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals a week through print and over
2000 individuals online media.

For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network page for the whole month.

For details email media@olol.org.au or 02 8898 1510




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 19 July: 9" Sunday of Pentecost- Feast of Saint

Charbel

9:30am  One year Adam Arthur Sahyoun from Kfarfou

11:00am Mass for all the living and departed of Wadi
Kannoubine in celebration of the Feast of Saint Marina

5:00pm 40 Day Wahib Younan from Wadi Kannoubine

Monday 20 July: Feast of Saint Elias
10:30am Hanneh Tackchi from Blouza wife of Halim Chiha from Bane
1:00pm Assad Mtanios Elkhoury from Wadi Qannoubine

Tuesday 21 July:
10:00am Hasna Francis Takchi wife of Maurice Loubbous Takchi
from Blouza

Friday 24 July:
6:00pm 40 Day Mariam Bou Sejaan wife of Khalil Hannouch

from Safra

Saturday 25 July:
6:00pm 40 Day Gerges Youssef Faddoul from Brissat

Sunday 26 July: 10th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am 1 Year Zahia Chakar from Maasser El Chouf wife of
Boulous Esber from Kfarsghab

11:00am 40 Day Tannous Gerges Ishac from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Adibeh Mansour Jomaa widow of the late
George Chamaa from Knat
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Maronite Devotions and Sacraments
Mondays from 13 July - 17 August held in the CYPC.
Register at caec.org.au or by phoning 9646 9010.
Cost: $95 to cover materials and marking of assignments.

. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
lerag & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm |
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

It is part of the Certificate of Maronite Studies.
It deals with not only our sacraments, but also our devotions.

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to individuals

Catholic Basics - a twenty one week course
Mon 20 July at 7:30pm held in the CYPC.
This course is suitable for people wanting a good overview of the faith, and
for those wishing to convert. To register and for further info.
Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or Salwa Elias on 0426 156 758

and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas of specialisation
include relationship difficulties, family/parenting and the treatment of
Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tuesday of every month contact Connie 0411 830 349
Prayer with the Youth Fri 7 Aug 9-10pm contact Connie 0411 830 349

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening ad)fointments.
For further |nfo.,£lease contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
I 1p Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Confessing Sins to a Priest — What does the Bible Say?
Wed
2 Day Silent retreat

9 Jul —8pm — Led by Mons Shora Maree
Fri night 18- Sun afternoon 20 September

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Theme is “Wisdom” and led by Fr Yuhanna Azize and Mons Shora.
Cost: $230 includes food/accommodation
Book early to save disappointment. Contact Ray Bayssari 0431236934.

Is your family impacted by addictions? And as a result, are you suffering from
stress, anxiety, or worry? Would you like discuss your concerns within a safe and

WYD2016 Pilgrima?e to Poland Led by Mons Shora
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7
Join us on a Pilgrimage to Poland for World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow,
contlnum% on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.

Departs 23 July to 20 August 2016J 29 Dayés, $8,700
Information night this Sunday night 5 July at 8:30pm in CYPC.

confidential environment?

White Stone’s experienced psychologists and social workers can assist you to:
Manage stress, anxiety and worry, Understand the nature of addictions, Support
the pérson with the addiction, Deal with the impact of addiction on the family as

whole. For more information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St,

Harris Park Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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“Mary, Wellspring of Life” - Retreat trip to Appin
Sat 1 Aug — Leaving Church 8:30am & Returning 4pm
Tickets $40 per person including Breakfast, Lunch and Bus.
For booking or information, call Gladys on 0401 265 210
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all
eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls, Eveline & Sohiba Abol Al Ahaol, Michael & Maria Abol Al Ahaol
and their children, Elias & Hawa Abou Chaoliol and their children (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Milia Bou Raidan (C) An-
toun & Maria Chamchoum (D) Mansour & Wadeh Daher and their children (E) Matthew Essey, Jounice Boutros El Khoury (F) (G) Col-
leen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph
Haddad, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Hanna & Fadwa Houwach and deceased family, Tannous & Jamileh Houwach
| and deceased family, Robert Hoefsrilt (1) Jamil & Saada lbrahim (K) Naim & George Khattar, Eveline Boutros Ksoum (J) Elias & Maria
Jahjah (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family,
Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoun Maroun, Ghantous Jab-
| bour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Therese Melhem, Badwi & Sada Mouwaol and their children, Robert & Phylis Munro, Tony Mema
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