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Jesus said: “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in Him. If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, | am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Jn 13:31-35

“O mother of God,
wellspring of life,

Pray tor us!”
Blessings for the Month of May

To All Mothers

From the Clergy & Parishioners
HAPPY
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Message from the Bishop

Last Thursday was the feast of the Ascension f
which we celebrate today in our Maronite Divine thurgles In the
Gospel of Mark, Jesus imparts his final instructions to His disciples
before His Ascension. He commands them, "Go into all the world and
preach the good news to the whole creation.” This great missionary
mandate entrusts the disciples, and through them the entire Church,
with the task of proclaiming the Good News to all people.

Yet, Jesus does not merely issue this command and depart. He
promises to remain with His disciples, confirming their words with
miraculous signs. He promises them that He will be with them
always, until the end of the world.

Christ does not abandon us. Instead, He continues to be actively
presentin his Church. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Risen
Lord remains among us, teaching, healing, and guiding His people.
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Before and during Saturday

6pm and Sunday Masses or by
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Through Social Media 24 Hour Adoration
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aturday 7:30

Seventh Sunday of
the Resurrection

Lev 19: 1-2, 11-18

In his book The Wellspring of Worship, Fr. Jean Corbon writes that by
His Incarnation, Jesus Christ weds divinity to humanity. By His
Ascension, He leads humanity home to God. The Ascension is the
decisive turning point... the beginning of a new time: the liturgy of
the last times. This eschatological liturgy is celebrated in its fullness
by the ascended Christ “seated at the right hand” of the Father.

On this feast, we remember the Lord’s missionary mandate to us and
we remember that although Jesus has ascended from our sight, He
remains ever-present, working in and through his Church.

9,

As we celebrate Mother's Day this Sunday, we are reminded that
Mary, the Mother of God, is a model of faith and discipleship, who
points us towards the ultimate goal of our own salvation and eternal
life with God.

We seek her intercession for every mother on this special day. We
offer prayers for mothers everywhere, for those who mourn, for those
in war zones, for mothers separated from their children, and for
women longing for motherhood.

We entrust all mothers to God’s love, and to His Holy Mother. May Our
Lady’s example inspire all mothers to nurture their children with the
same selfless devotion she showed to our Lord.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS Parish Office:

Dcn Sayed Isaac: 0422 886 062

Safeguardmg Officers:
Younan Friefer: 0400 080 000
Joanne Elias: 0427 503 008

Email: info@olol.org.a

month Website: www.olol.org



LLove Like Jesus

Saint Therese of Lisieux has inspired me in so many ways especially
with this particular quote from her autobiography: “Miss no single
opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look,
there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it
all for love.” This embraces the true meaning of loving our neighbour
as Jesus has mandated in the greatest commandment of all.

So, what does it mean to love like Jesus? Does this mean that | must
be crucified to show my love for others? In a sense, yes, that’s exactly
what it means...to love like Jesus is to die to oneself. Sometimes
giving so much of myself feels like “death” when | have to bear
patiently with the unbearable and endure trials that | would much
prefer to run away from. Heroic acts of charity and love of neighbour
are not always seen or heard about. Every moment of every day,
there is a soul somewhere in the world who is giving comfort and
consolation to another, whether it be in prayer or in action; there is
someone offering their time and talents freely, to help another in
need. The world is full of good and bad, but those who give with their
whole heart, for love of Jesus, are embracing the world with the
goodness that God meant for us to experience. Each time I'm
struggling with any menial or unpleasant task, | resound those words
of St. Jacinta from Fatima “For love of You, Jesus” and my load is
made so much lighter.

I believe that “loving” is equivalent to “giving” which isn’t too far off
the mark, since | know now that “love is sacrifice.” Feeding the
hungry and sheltering the homeless is a heroic act of charity, and
clearly shows love of neighbour, and there are so many more unseen

heroes that give of themselves every day without notice or acclaim -
the numerous and generous volunteers within our parish
communities; the mothers who care for their families, and the
fathers working hard to provide for them.

On this blessed Mothers’ Day it is truly fitting to give thanks to God for
all mothers, living and deceased, who have loved unconditionally,
without counting the cost or heeding the wounds. Our Blessed
Mother Mary is the prime role model, not only for mothers but for
every soul on earth, teaching us the virtues of faith, charity, humility,
patience, and more. This is what it takes to love like Jesus. Happy
Mothers’ Day!

Salwa Elias
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 12 May:

Tth Sunday of the Resurrection and Mother’s Day

Masses 8:00am, 9.30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Youssef Roumanos
Frangieh from Zgharta

Monday 13 May:

10:00am Funeral of the late Isabelle Mekhael Francis Alam
from Abdine Wife of Geremy Tito from New Zealand

11:00am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass

6:00pm The late Tannous Amine Tannous from Ain Ekrine
(died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 14 May:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Fayez Antanios Harb from
Wadi Tannourine

Wednesday 15 May:

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Zahi Youssef Tannous Farhat
from Kfarsghab

_KIDS CORNER
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Thursday 16 May:
10:30am Seniors Mass for the celebration of Mother’s Day
followed by lunch

Saturday 18 May:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Maurice Mokbel Sahyoun
from Kfarfou

Sunday 19 May:

Pentecost Sunday - Rite of Adoration and Blessing of the Water
Masses 8:00am, 9.30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Saba Saba Bechara from
Blouza

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Jamil Kosseifi from
Baabda

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 05/05/2024
Plates: $13,221 |Donations: $- | Candles: $315

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,286,614 CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,072,764 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

5.

Last Sunday

a Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, commemorated the 320th
Anniversary of the Passing of the Venerable Patriarch Mar
Estephan El Douaihy at OLOL.

The celebration held a dual significance as it coincided with the
Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon on the first Sunday of May. It is
providential that these two significant events converged, as
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Lebanon, and the patron
saint of our homeland, held a special place in the heart,
vocation, and service of Patriarch El Douaihy.

As Bishop Tarabay said in his homily, Patriarch El Douaihy, the
first Maronite patriarch to be beatified, is known as “the
memory of the Maronite Church” for his foundational work in
Maronite historiography.

Despite daunting challenges and persecution, he traversed
Lebanon on foot, leaving a lasting memory of his holiness
among his people. His profound legacy to our Maronite Church
was honoured through the installation of a statue outside our
Cathedral.

On Tuesday

The Family Committee held a special online family rosary night.
They gathered to entrust their petitions to our loving Mother
Mary, especially during her month of May. The families united in
prayer, faith and love from the comfort of their own homes

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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~ Month of May

Mary home visits

Monday 13 May

Group 1

Rosemary Taouk

4 Dracic Street, Sth Wentworthville 2145

Tuesday 14 May Kristina Taouk 25A Irrigation Road, Sth Wentworthville 2145
Wednesday 15 May Jamileh Khoury 39 Leich Road, Guildford 2161
Thursday 16 May Eva Mouawad 6 Meakin St, Merrylands 2160

Friday 17 May

Maryanne Gereige

3 Gaggin Street, North Parramatta 2151

Group 2
Monday 13 May Sam Azar 219 Blaxcell St, Granville 2142
Tuesday 14 May Mona 44 Alfred St, Granville 2142
Wednesday 15 May Michelle Sleiman 28 Clarene St, Merrylands 2160
Thursday 16 May Jacquline Tannous 119 Dawn St, Greystanes 2145

Friday 17 May

Monday 13 May

Jana Boulos

11 Connissioners Road, Denistone 2114

Group 3

Mirna Moussa

42a Hampden Rd, Sth Wentworthville 2145

Tuesday 14 May Yasmine Bedrossian 9 Vincent St, Merrylands 2160
Wednesday 15 May Meray Boumina 14 Vincent St, Merrylands 2160
Thursday 16 May Paulette Sader 17 Coolibah St, Merrylands West 2160

Friday 17 May
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LET'S BUILD THE NEXT 50 YEARS TOGETHER:

OLOL ANNUAL GALA FUNDRAISER
AT DOLTONE HOUSE WESTERN SYDNEY

6 Michelle Drive, Constitution Hills 2145
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All so
to pray for them, Estephan Aboud & Dibe Aboud & their daughter Julie Joseph, Tannous Aboud & his wife Lulu (B) Miliz
(E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Collee

Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of h
Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families, Genevieve Khoury, Mekhael Khoury & His wife Hanneh & hi:
Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q
Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joe Romanos, Badaou
Philomena Reaiche (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & his children Kevin & Emile (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y)




