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Lk 12: 42-42

Sunday of the Priests

‘ ) Prayer for Priests Mal 2:15°9

ITim 4: 6-16
O Jesus, eternal Priest, LK 12: 42-48
keep your priests within the shelter of
Your Sacred Heart, where none may
touch them.

Bless their labors with abundant fruit
and may the souls to whom they
minister be their joy and consolation
here and inheaven their beautiful and
everlasting crown.

Keep unstained their anointed hands,
which daily touch Your Sacred Body.

Keep unsullied their lips,

daily purpled with your Precious St. Therese of Lisieux’s
Blood. . QUESTION
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, Our prayer s
. . fficaci b iti
sealed with the sublime mark United in faith with the
. fJ .Inhi
of the priesthood. Christian prayer becomes a
communion of love with the
Father. In this way we aan %rgsent
titi toG

Let Your holy love surround them and * heard: "Ask and you will
shield them from the world’s T e

contagion.
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Faithtfulness and Godliness

It’s always a good practice to be prepared for anything, but it’s
not easy knowing how to do this without over-thinking
situations. One way is to remind ourselves each day to pray
and the highest form of prayer is the Divine Liturgy -
‘Qorbono’. It helps also to make it a daily habit to examine
one’s conscience Evening Prayer and go to Confession
regularly. In this “Year of Prayer” we have many opportunities
to improve our spiritual life by means of discipline and
commitment to prayer and to the Sacraments. Saint Therese
of Lisieux inspires me with her own definition of prayer: “'for
me, prayer is an aspiration of the heart, it is a simple glance
directed to heaven, it is a cry of gratitude and love in the midst
of trial as well as joy; finally, it is something great,
supernatural, which expands my soul and unites me to Jesus.”
| am grateful for the role models we have in our saints from
whom we can learn the meaning of Godliness.

What does it mean for someone like me, a wife and mother, to
be a faithful servant and disciple of Christ? It means that |
must set a good example for my family and ensure that Christ
is the centre of our lives, with the confidence and assurance
that “God sees me”. Jesus has clearly stated that our supreme
path is to take up our cross daily, deny oneself, and follow
Him. This call to discipleship is our “Vocation” whether it be

the Priesthood, Marriage, Religious life, or single blessedness.
In any vocation, what makes us “faithful servants” is what we
do for the sake of God’s love, no matter who sees us. Obeying
the commandments is obviously the priority in seeking a life
of holiness, but there is something more that is being asked
of us each day. If we are diligent and trustworthy in fulfilling
our responsibilities, whether at work or at home, in private or
in public, then we can rest in the knowledge that “God sees
me” and that is sufficient. If we can do more than what is
expected of us, for the sake of love alone, then we have
nothing to fear when our days have reached their end. The
Lord blesses our faithfulness with so much more than what
the world has to offer - nothing compares with the gifts of the
Holy Spirit being poured into the soul of a faithful servant.

As we pray for the perseverance and holy endurance of our
Priesthood on this Sunday of the Priest, let us remember this
- twelve fishermen followed Christ, without any resources,
and they made disciples of all nations. Imagine what we can
do with the endless means at our fingertips today! Go forth
and be not afraid to serve the Lord, without seeking reward or
recognition, apart from the eternal salvation of our souls.

Salwa Elias
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CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000
SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION
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Enquiries; George 0423 451722

On this Sunday of the Priests, we ask you to keep all priests

in your prayers, so that they may remain faithful servants of

the Eucharist and the Word of God. We also remember all the
deceased priests.

The second plate collections taken during VIGILS ON

Saturday 20 January and MASSES ON Sunday 21 January

2024 are dedicated to Vocations. We thank you for your
support, wishing you God’s abundant blessings.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 21 January:
Sunday of the Priests
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Doumit Gerges Nohra
Harb from Tannourine

Monday 22 January:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Tenille Amy Russek wife
of Anthony Mouijalli from Kfardlakos

Tuesday 23 January:
6:00pm the late Youssef Elia Raffoul from Miziara (died in
Lebanon)

Saturday 27 January:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

On this Sunday of the priests we ask
that your offer up your prayers for
our priests.

Our priests are our fathers, our friends,
our shepherds and our spiritual guides.

Sunday 28 January:
Sunday of the Righteous and the Just

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Helen Nkoula Tanos
from Wadi Al Laymoun - Saida widow of the late Toufic
Geagea from Becharre

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/01/2024
Plates: $11,126 | Donations: $- | Candles: $1,042
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,344,258 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,094,872 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED /
INYOUR pARisH /A

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Heaven on Earth

It was beautiful to share a Christmas meal with our friends from
Parramatta and Liverpool.
God bless all our volunteers who donated their time serving or
preparing meals each and every week throughout 2023

Last Saturday

The Sodality and parishioners came together to pray the rosary and
celebrate Mass for the apparition of Our Lady of Fatima

Monday to Wednesday

Our parish came together for the St Anthony the Great Triduum with
Mass and prayers in preparation for his feast

On Wednesday

On the feast of St Anthony, the Great, halawi was distributed by the
sodality to the parishioners after Mass. We hope you all had a blessed

feast day!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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Adult Arabic Classes 2024

Adult Arabic Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings in the
Community Youth & Parish Centre, Ground Level,
40 Alice Street, Harris Park NSW 2150.

—
%

Registration for Term 1 is open.

Start date: Tuesday February 13, 2024 (TBC);
Time:
Duration: 8 weeks per school term

To register, please call the Parish Office on
02 9689 2899 or 0478885580, or email
_ — arabicschool@olol.org.au.

"Our language is part of our history, culture and traditions. ™

iy

LISTEN SPEAK READ  WRITE

P 3
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.

OLOL Arabic School | 40 Alice Street Harris Park NSW 2150 | Ph. 02 9689 2899 | M. 0478885580 | E: arabicschool@olol org.au | W. www.oloLorg.au
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Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Arabic School
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Let your heritage and culture thrive i
at the OLOL Arabic Langt
Arabic Classes will be held on Saturday mornings in the

Community Youth & Parish Centre, Ground Level,
40 Alice Street, Harris Park NSW 2150.

Registration for Term 1 is open.
Start date: Saturday February 10, 2024;
Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm

To register, please call the Parish Office on
02 9689 2899 or 0478885580, or email
e " arabicschool@olol.org.au.
e

“Our language is part of our history. culture and traditions.”
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LISTEN SPEAK  READ WRITE

The NSW Government is helping kids get creative with the new Creative Kids program. CREATIVE |
Apply for the $50 Creative Kids Voucher online: www.service.nsw.gov.au KIDS
(The vaucher will be available twice a year, February & July). sl
Name of Provider: Maronite Eparchy of Australia Arabic School L

OLOL Arabic Schodl | 40 Alice Streel Harris Park MSW 2150 | Ph. 02 9689 2899 | M. 0478885580 | E. arablcschool@olol.org.au | W. www.ololorg.au
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the
deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen
George, Jabbour & Hanne Haddad and their son Assad, Amine Tannous Haddad & his wife Samyia (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis

Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Madonna Nassimiy Maindi (N)
(0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim
Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




