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                         Issue 6 | Sunday 10 December 2023 | Birth of John the Baptist “Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God” Lk 1: 57-66

THE GOSPEL
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord 
had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, 
and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They 
said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name 
he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all 
their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard 
them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.   
Lk 1: 57-66

Message from the Bishop
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday our Maronite Church guides us to reflect on the Birth of 
St John the Baptist. With the birth of John, the forerunner for Christ, 
we are reminded that God is undeniably present throughout human 
history. His divine will unfolds through unexpected individuals and 
unforeseen circumstances. As we reflect on the unexpected ways in 
which God works in our lives, may we humbly acknowledge that His 
plans often surpass our understanding. 

In this same spirit of divine orchestration, we celebrated the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception also marking the close of our Jubilee 
Year Mass at Our Lady of Lebanon – Harris Park. We opened the year 
on the Feast of St Maroun, our spiritual father, and it was only suitable 
that we close it with our Mother on this feast. 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a perfect preparation for 
the Birth of Our Lord. Mary, in her Immaculate Conception, became 
the radiant Star illuminating the proclamation of Christ the Saviour 
to the nations. In Mary, we find the perfect model of faith and 
obedience to God's will. Mary's "yes" to the Angel Gabriel initiated 
the divine plan of redemption, and through her, God's love and 
mercy were made manifest in the person of Jesus Christ.

This year has been filled with blessings, lessons and new beginnings. 
We have journeyed together, reflecting on our Maronite heritage, 
renewing our commitment to holiness and openness, and witnessing 
the blessings of the Holy Spirit in our midst. Events ranging from the 
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national tour of the relics of our saints to the visit of the Bishops of 
Australia to Our Lady of Lebanon parish on the 7th of May, to 
numerous parish events, the blessing of three new churches in our 
Eparchy, and the pinnacle week—the visit of our Patriarch to 
Melbourne and Sydney—have marked this Jubilee year.

To our clergy and religious, and the countless eparchy and parish 
staff, volunteers, community members, choir and sponsors who have 
generously given their time, talents, and resources, I am profoundly 
grateful. Your selfless dedication in organising events, supporting our 
ministries, and assisting where needed has truly made our Jubilee 
Year a celebration of unity, love, and shared mission.

As we close the Year and look ahead to the future, let us carry the 
lessons learnt and the graces received into our daily lives. I am ever 
hopeful that the future of our Church in Australia is bright, by the 
grace of God and the collaborative efforts of our community. 

May the spirit of renewal, ignited during this Jubilee, continue to 
inspire us to truly live our Maronite faith in this generous land, 
serving God and one another with joy and love. As we entrust the 
future of our Church into the hands of the Almighty, we ask the 
intercession of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, who is full of 
grace, to guide us and intercede for us before her Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



The prophets drew 
from prayer the light and 

strength to exhort the people to 
faith and to conversion of heart. They 
entered into great intimacy with God 
and interceded for their brothers and 

sisters to whom they proclaimed what they 
had seen and heard from the Lord. Elijah 

was the father of the prophets, of those who 
sought the face of God. On Mount Carmel 

he achieved the return of the people to 
the faith, thanks to the intervention of 

God to whom he prayed: "Answer 
me, O Lord, answer me!"

(1 Kings 18:37)

ANSWER

What is the role 
of prayer in the 
mission of the 

prophets

QUESTION

“Family ties”
Apart from the concept of family, there are relationships that go 
beyond blood ties. We know that John was the cousin of Jesus, or 
better known in scripture as “the forerunner” of Christ. But, is this 
the only type of relationship between them? John “the Baptist” was 
the first adorer of the Eucharist while he was still in his motherʼs 
womb, welcoming the visitation of the Virgin Mother Mary. Because 
of his great faith in the Messiah, John was killed for preaching Christʼs 
coming - not solely for this reason, but he was imprisoned because 
of it, which led to his senseless beheading. Their relationship went 
far beyond that of cousins and family gatherings or friendly outings 
as we know them. Each of them had a mission to fulfil, and although 
acknowledging the presence and service of the other, they followed 
parallel paths yet not the same one.

We may have a special friend like this, whom we donʼt see often, but 
never forget. Such a friend   remains in the silence of our hearts and 
in the back of our minds. There are certain relationships that words 
cannot describe, but only love can explain and preserve. Such was 
the relationship between the holy baptiser John, and Jesus. John 
knew before he was even born, that Jesus Christ is Lord and God. The 
unborn child in the womb was the first to recognise HIM, leaping for 
joy in his presence.

Some of our closest friends whom we trust and love in a very special 
way, are sometimes far from us. Truth be told, there is no distance 
between hearts, and therefore such relationships thrive. John was 
prepared to die for Jesus; all he ever did in his life was to proclaim 
the greatness of Jesus. His relationship with Jesus was not based on 
family ties or common interests. Both had one goal, one focus, one 
heart, one mind….to do the Will of the Father.

Each of us has a unique vocation, but our ultimate goal is to reach 
that Divine and intimate union with God. What is my relationship 
with Jesus? That should be the question to ask, having considered 
the fidelity of Johnʼs relationship to Christ. John was not afraid to 
speak up for the Truth, even when his life was threatened. Does this 
sound like a familiar scenario from our own day? How many of us 
are ready and willing to stand with the Universal Church in defence 
of life, and against extreme laws of euthanasia and abortion?
 
Perhaps the relationship between John and Jesus is a reminder for 
us to ponder on the consequences of not being that “voice crying 
out in the wilderness.” Let us always pray for the courage to act as 
we preach, but always with a voice of charity, empowered by the 
Sacraments.

Salwa Elias

UPCOMING EVENTS



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 10 December:
Birth of John the Baptist
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Raymond Boutros 
Azizi from Zgharta
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Yvonne Estephan from 
Bsebel widow of the late Eghnatios Hbeich from 
Kfarhawra

Tuesday 12 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Jaques Adib Joumaa 
from Qnat

Wednesday 13 December:
11:00am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass
7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Boutros Aoun from 
Saghbine

Thursday 14 December:
Feast of St Nehmtallah Hardini
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antonios Youssef 
Makhlouf from Bekaakafra

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 03/12/2023
Plates: $14,001    |  Donations: $450    |  Candles: $1,391
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,358,806        CYPC: $37,681  INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,100,315                UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Friday 15 December:
Beginning of Christmas Novena
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Hanneh Dib Saba from 
Hadchit widow of the late Jamil Sahyoun from Kfarfou

Saturday 16 December:
6:00pm Mass
8:00pm Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 17 December:
Revelation to Joseph
9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Tannous Youssef 
Estephan from Karem El Mohr
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Maurice Elias 
Tannous Gerges from Karem El Mohr
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Salem Semaan Mourad 
from Tannourine

ً

KIDS CORNER

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps 
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Saturday 
Fersen held their annual Saint Barbara Feast and End of the Year Party 

Celebration. The day consisted of an opening act after prayer, the St 
Barbara Dark Room, kahoot question colour coded balls and the 

four-corner blind folded game. Saint Barbara costumes were dressed 
by Fersen Al Adra children of OLOL. Winners for best dressed were 

announced on the day! 

On Wednesday
The relics of the Saints arrived at OLOL, they were welcomed with a 
beautiful guard of honour by our parish committees. This was the 

second last opportunity to venerate the relics of St Maroun, St 
Charbel, St Rafqa, St Nehmetallah, and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

in the Golden Jubilee Reliquary

On Thursday

The Seniors Committee at OLOL celebrated Mass presided over by Fr. 
Saliba, followed by a festive Christmas Gathering in the church hall. 

Our seniors enjoyed a day filled with spiritual enrichment, 
entertainment, and delicious handmade dishes crafted by the 

dedicated members of the Seniors Committee

On Friday

We celebrated the feast of the immaculate conception and the closing 
of our golden jubilee year of our Maronite Eparchy. Mass was 

celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay in the 
presence of the relics of our saints. We give thanks to the Lord for the 

abundance of His blessings during our jubilee year

On Tuesday
Family of Divine Word had their weekly talk given by Fr Elie 

Moukarzel. The topic was “God became man”… what has changed. 
There never was, never is, never will be a person that Christ did not 

suffer for. He also spoke about God has created everything not to 
increase His Glory but rather to show His Glory

 

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by 
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest 
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ١٠ كانون الأول

أحد مولد يوحنا المعمدان
١١:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم رايمون بطرس عزيزي من زغرتا

المرحوم أرملة  بسبعل  من  إسطفان  إيفون  المرحومة  أربعون   ٥:٠٠ 
إغناطيوس حبيش من كفرحورا

الثلاثاء ١٢ كانون الأول
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم جاك أديب جمعة من قنات

الأربعاء ١٣ كانون الأول
في العذراء  ظهور  لمناسبة  الإلهية  الذبيحة  مع  المسبحة  صلاة   ١١:٠٠ 

فاطيما
٧:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم بطرس عون من صغبين

الخميس ١٤ كانون الأول
عيد مار نعمة الله الحرديني

٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم أنطونيوس يوسف مخلوف من بقاعكفرا

الجمعة ١٥ كانون الأول
 بدء تساعية الميلاد

المرحوم أرملة  حدشيت  من  سابا  ديب  حنة  المرحومة  أربعون   ٦:٠٠ 
جميل صهيون من كفرفو

السبت ١٦ كانون الأول
٦:٠٠ قداس

 ٨:٠٠ ريسيتال ميلادي

الأحد ١٧ كانون الأول
أحد البيان ليوسف

٩:٣٠ أربعون المرحوم طنوس يوسف إسطفان من كرم المهر
١١:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم موريس الياس طنوس جرجس من كرم المهر

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم سالم سمعان مراد من تنورين
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مار نعمة الله الحردیني... 
١٤ كانون الأول

بِي� نبَِي� العَْلِي� �هَا الص�  وَأنَتَْ أیَ
مُ أمََامَ وَجْهِ �كَ تتََقَد�  تدُْعَى، لأَن

ب� لِتُعِد� طُرُقهَُ  الر�
 لو ۱: ۷٦



IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed 
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Youssef Said Ayoub & his sister Adele & his brother 
Mtanios Said Ayoub, Said Ayoub, Said & Jamileh Ayoub (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Saideh Chebat & Akel Chebat (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew 
Essey (F) Mounir Fakhr (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil 
Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon 
& his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family 
& friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Elias and Azizeh Saba, Youssef Saleh 
(T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum
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الإنجیل

ما من أمرٍ عسیرٍ عند الله

شاءَتْ  وقدْ  رات،  يِّ بالنَّ ماءِ  السَّ عَ  ومُرَصِّ الأرضِ  وباسِطَ  البرايا  خالِقَ  يا 
قُدرَتُكَ أنْ يولَدَ سابِقُكَ مِنْ عاقِر.

ةِ أمامَك، نَذيراً يُبَشّرُ بِكَ وَيَدعو إليك. صَوتاً أرسلتَهُ، في البَريَّ
بِحَمدِكَ  ً تلهَجُ  حُكَ وتَعتَرِفُ بكَ، وألسِنَة  تُسَبِّ أنْ نَكون أصواتاً  لنا  هَبْ 
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