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Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord
had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child,
and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They
said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name
he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all
their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard
them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday our Maronite Church guides us to reflect on the Birth of
St John the Baptist. With the birth of John, the forerunner for Christ,
we are reminded that God is undeniably present throughout human
history. His divine will unfolds through unexpected individuals and
unforeseen circumstances. As we reflect on the unexpected ways in
which God works in our lives, may we humbly acknowledge that His
plans often surpass our understanding.

In this same spirit of divine orchestration, we celebrated the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception also marking the close of our Jubilee
Year Mass at Our Lady of Lebanon - Harris Park. We opened the year
on the Feast of St Maroun, our spiritual father, and it was only suitable
that we close it with our Mother on this feast.

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a perfect preparation for
the Birth of Our Lord. Mary, in her Immaculate Conception, became
the radiant Star illuminating the proclamation of Christ the Saviour
to the nations. In Mary, we find the perfect model of faith and
obedience to God's will. Mary's "yes" to the Angel Gabriel initiated
the divine plan of redemption, and through her, God's love and
mercy were made manifest in the person of Jesus Christ.

This year has been filled with blessings, lessons and new beginnings.
We have journeyed together, reflecting on our Maronite heritage,
renewing our commitment to holiness and openness, and witnessing
the blessings of the Holy Spirit in our midst. Events ranging from the
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national tour of the relics of our saints to the visit of the Bishops of
Australia to Our Lady of Lebanon parish on the 7th of May, to
numerous parish events, the blessing of three new churches in our
Eparchy, and the pinnacle week—the visit of our Patriarch to
Melbourne and Sydney—have marked this Jubilee year.

To our clergy and religious, and the countless eparchy and parish
staff, volunteers, community members, choir and sponsors who have
generously given their time, talents, and resources, | am profoundly
grateful. Your selfless dedication in organising events, supporting our
ministries, and assisting where needed has truly made our Jubilee
Year a celebration of unity, love, and shared mission.

As we close the Year and look ahead to the future, let us carry the
lessons learnt and the graces received into our daily lives. | am ever
hopeful that the future of our Church in Australia is bright, by the
grace of God and the collaborative efforts of our community.

May the spirit of renewal, ignited during this Jubilee, continue to
inspire us to truly live our Maronite faith in this generous land,
serving God and one another with joy and love. As we entrust the
future of our Church into the hands of the Almighty, we ask the
intercession of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, who is full of
grace, to guide us and intercede for us before her Son, our Lord Jesus

Christ.
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“Family ties”

Apart from the concept of family, there are relationships that go
beyond blood ties. We know that John was the cousin of Jesus, or
better known in scripture as “the forerunner” of Christ. But, is this
the only type of relationship between them? John “the Baptist” was
the first adorer of the Eucharist while he was still in his mother’s
womb, welcoming the visitation of the Virgin Mother Mary. Because
of his great faith in the Messiah, John was killed for preaching Christ’s
coming - not solely for this reason, but he was imprisoned because
of it, which led to his senseless beheading. Their relationship went
far beyond that of cousins and family gatherings or friendly outings
as we know them. Each of them had a mission to fulfil, and although
acknowledging the presence and service of the other, they followed
parallel paths yet not the same one.

We may have a special friend like this, whom we don’t see often, but
never forget. Such a friend remains in the silence of our hearts and
in the back of our minds. There are certain relationships that words
cannot describe, but only love can explain and preserve. Such was
the relationship between the holy baptiser John, and Jesus. John
knew before he was even born, that Jesus Christ is Lord and God. The
unborn child in the womb was the first to recognise HIM, leaping for
joy in his presence.

Some of our closest friends whom we trust and love in a very special
way, are sometimes far from us. Truth be told, there is no distance
between hearts, and therefore such relationships thrive. John was
prepared to die for Jesus; all he ever did in his life was to proclaim
the greatness of Jesus. His relationship with Jesus was not based on
family ties or common interests. Both had one goal, one focus, one
heart, one mind....to do the Will of the Father.

Each of us has a unique vocation, but our ultimate goal is to reach
that Divine and intimate union with God. What is my relationship
with Jesus? That should be the question to ask, having considered
the fidelity of John’s relationship to Christ. John was not afraid to
speak up for the Truth, even when his life was threatened. Does this
sound like a familiar scenario from our own day? How many of us
are ready and willing to stand with the Universal Church in defence
of life, and against extreme laws of euthanasia and abortion?

Perhaps the relationship between John and Jesus is a reminder for
us to ponder on the consequences of not being that “voice crying
out in the wilderness.” Let us always pray for the courage to act as
we preach, but always with a voice of charity, empowered by the
Sacraments.

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

The prophets drew
from prayer the light and
strength to exhort the people to
faith and to conversion of heart. They

entered into great intimacy with God
and interceded for their brothers and
sisters to whom they proclaimed what they
had seen and heard from the Lord. Elijah
as the father of the prophets, of those who
sought the face of God. On Mount Carmel
he achieved the return of the people to
the faith, thanks to the intervention of
God to whom he prayed: "Answer
me, O Lord, answer me!"
(1 Kings 18:37)

ANSWER

“This is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us” (fra 25:9)

FREE OUTDOOR EVENT

LIVE SHOW "TROUBLES IN SANTA'S WORKSHOP"

40 ALICE STREET, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150

16.2023
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 10 December:

Birth of John the Baptist

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Raymond Boutros
Azizi from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Yvonne Estephan from
Bsebel widow of the late Eghnatios Hbeich from
Kfarhawra

Tuesday 12 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Jaques Adib Joumaa
from Qnat

Wednesday 13 December:

11:00am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass
7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Boutros Aoun from
Saghbine

Thursday 14 December:

Feast of St Nehmtallah Hardini

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antonios Youssef
Makhlouf from Bekaakafra
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The Birth of Joha the Baptist
Luke 1:5
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Friday 15 December:

Beginning of Christmas Novena

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Hanneh Dib Saba from
Hadchit widow of the late Jamil Sahyoun from Kfarfou

Saturday 16 December:
6:00pm Mass
8:00pm Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 17 December:

Revelation to Joseph

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Tannous Youssef
Estephan from Karem El Mohr

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Maurice Elias
Tannous Gerges from Karem El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Salem Semaan Mourad
from Tannourine

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 03/12/2023
Plates: $14,001 | Donations: $450 | Candles: $1,391
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,358,806 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,100,315 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
INYOUR PARISH ¢

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Saturday

Fersen held their annual Saint Barbara Feast and End of the Year Party
Celebration. The day consisted of an opening act after prayer, the St
Barbara Dark Room, kahoot question colour coded balls and the
four-corner blind folded game. Saint Barbara costumes were dressed
by Fersen Al Adra children of OLOL. Winners for best dressed were
announced on the day!

On Tuesday

Family of Divine Word had their weekly talk given by Fr Elie
Moukarzel. The topic was “God became man”... what has changed.
There never was, never is, never will be a person that Christ did not

suffer for. He also spoke about God has created everything not to
increase His Glory but rather to show His Glory

On Wednesday

The relics of the Saints arrived at OLOL, they were welcomed with a
beautiful guard of honour by our parish committees. This was the
second last opportunity to venerate the relics of St Maroun, St
Charbel, St Rafga, St Nehmetallah, and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
in the Golden Jubilee Reliquary

The Seniors Committee at OLOL celebrated Mass presided over by Fr.
Saliba, followed by a festive Christmas Gathering in the church hall.
Our seniors enjoyed a day filled with spiritual enrichment,
entertainment, and delicious handmade dishes crafted by the

dedicated members of the Seniors Committee

We celebrated the feast of the immaculate conception and the closing
of our golden jubilee year of our Maronite Eparchy. Mass was
celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay in the
presence of the relics of our saints. We give thanks to the Lord for the
abundance of His blessings during our jubilee year

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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Holy Orders

The Priest’s Mission

Wednesday 13th Dec | 8pm

Location: St Maroun Room - Ground Floor CYPC
(first room to the left)

WE'RE HIRING

FULL TIME OR PART TIME
STAFF NEEDED

CONTACT SAM ON
0404 177 360

Sunday D

Level 1 CYPC

After 9:30am Family Mass

-

MBER 10, 2023
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Accessible Church
An initiative of
S,
=)
/T
MaroniteCare
mn Deytime: Sundays Every Sunday The Divine
£} 10:300m Sacrifice of the
Location: St Elias Chapel,
Maronite College of the 10.30am Mass
Holy Famnily (MCHF) celebrated for
Access: Gate 6, Weston
2J st Harris Park, MCHF. Ropie with
Parking on Weston St autism, special
(D info:fr vuhanna Azize needs, and their
0435 764 824
families.
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OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL, HARRIS PARK
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The future of Lebanon passes first
through the school.
In the face of crises in Lebanon, children are being forced out of school.

This represents the biggest threat to the education of an entire generation.
Please donate to the Lebanese School Appeal

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE ORG.AU/APPEALS
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000
SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION
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FRIDAY 8/12/23 7.00pm MASS IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - END OF JUBILEE MASS
FRIDAY 15/12/23 6.00pM MASS, 7.000m STARTING OF CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SATURDAY 16/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00em DAY 2 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT & CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 17/12/23 REVELATION TO JOSEPH 8:004m, 9:30aM, 1 1:00aM, 5.00pM & 7.00pM MASS
6:00pm DAY 3 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

MONDAY 18/12/25  6.00pm MASS, 7.000m DAY 4 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

TUESDAY 19/12/23 6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAYS CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

WEDNESDAY 20/ 12/22 6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAY6 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

THURSDAY 21/12/23

FRIDAY 22/12/23

SATURDAY 23/12/23

SUNDAY 24/12/23

MONDAY 25/12/23
TUESDAY 26/12/23

SUNDAY 31/12/23
e

MONDAY 1/1/24

6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAY7 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm SOLEMN ADORATION & PROCESSION

6.00prm MASS, 7.00pm DAY8 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

6.00pm MASS, 7.00em DAY9Q CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

8:00am, 9:304m AND [ 1:00am MASS

CHRISTMAS EVE. - 6.00pm CHRISTMAS VIGIL FAMILY MASS,
I'1.00pm THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD - MIDNIGHT MASS
WITH RITE OF ADORATION OF CHRISTMAS, CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY,
MASSES: 8.00am, 9.30am, [ 1.004m, 6.00pM

PRAISES OF THE MOTHER OF GOD, MASSES: 8.004m, | 1.00am & 6.00pm

NEW YEAR'S EVE, MASSES: 8:00am, 9:304mM, | 1:004m, 5.000m & 7:00pM

NEW YEAR'S DAY, THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD JESUS
MASSES: 8.004am, 10.00Am & 6.00pM



@ PARISH CAMERA
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KamelM

(T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Youssef Said Ayoub & his sister Adele & his brother
Mtanios Said Ayoub, Said Ayoub, Said & Jamileh Ayoub (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Saideh Chebat & Akel Chebat (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew
Essey (F) Mounir Fakhr (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil
Jabbour (K) ban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon
& his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family
& friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Elias and Azizeh Saba, Youssef Saleh



