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During those days Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Most blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

N .i. | \‘/\

For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you

who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled."

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

"Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country...” (Luke 1:39). Today, the Maronite Church reflects on the
Visitation of the Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. In the passage
from the Gospel according to Saint Luke, we see a meeting between
two mothers who are the recipients of divine blessings. Elizabeth, old
and childless, but through God's intervention, she becomes
pregnant! Meanwhile, Mary, an unknown young girl from the distant
village of Nazareth, becomes the mother of the Saviour.

The visit that Mary made to her cousin goes beyond a mere family
connection or an act of charity to lend a helping hand to Elizabeth; it
is primarily a missionary visit. Having said yes to God's request
through the Archangel Gabriel, allowing the Word of God to become
incarnate in her womb, Mary takes the initiative to bring God to her
cousin Elizabeth's family. It is evident in today's Gospel passage that
joy abounds: the joy of the child leaping in Elizabeth's womb, the joy
of the Virgin Mary herself—not merely because she becomes the
Mother of God, but because God has chosen her for the Saviour to
come and save His people.

The Gospel introduces the figure of a disciple of God, with Mary
serving as an exemplary model, who makes herself wholly available
to receive the Word of God in her heart and subsequently shares God
with humanity. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, reflecting on this Gospel
passage, remarked, "Mary, through the mystery of the Annunciation
and Visitation, represents the very model of the life we should lead.
First, she welcomed Jesus into her existence; then, she shared what
she had received." In reality, proclaiming the Gospel is not reserved
for missionaries alone; it is a duty for all the baptised. Each person
possesses the talent and ability to bring Christ into daily life: the
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environment in which they live, the profession they practice in
society, and the vocation they pursue.

As we reflect on this divine encounter, we also mark this Sunday, 3
December, the International Day of People with Disability. This
day serves as a reminder of our collective responsibility to serve and
reflect the face of Christ in all aspects of life, including our
interactions with those who may be differently-abled. Just as Mary
embraced herrole in bringing the joy of Christ to others, so too are we
called to create inclusive spaces, showing love and compassion to all,
irrespective of their abilities. In an initiative from MaroniteCare, our
Eparchy offers an accessible Mass every Sunday at 10.30am held at St
Elias Chapel at the Maronite College of the Holy Family in Harris Park
for people with autism and special needs. All are welcome.

This Friday, we will celebrate the Closing Mass of the Golden
Jubilee Year on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. This will be
a wonderful opportunity to come together as a community and
reflect on the blessings of our Jubilee Year. All are welcome on Friday,
8 December 2023 at 7:00pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, 40
Alice Street, Harris Park.

This week, let us pray to the Lord to assist us in following the example
of the Virgin Mary: to be open and available to welcome the Word of
God and to share it with joy and enthusiasm with those who do not
yet know the Lord. Amen.
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“Walking in Love”

Mary went “with haste” to be with her cousin Elizabeth...not in a
motor vehicle, or any other comfortable form of transportation. She
either walked there or used a donkey for transport, despite being
herself pregnant and fatigued. This act alone describes the humility
and charity of heart that Mary possessed. After all, she was carrying
“Charity” himself within her womb. To walk in love means to do
everything with love as our only reason and purpose. Mary went with
haste, with love, with compassion, filled with grace from God above
and God within. So much to reflect upon, if we truly understand
the deeper meaning of this Visitation - the first encounter with
‘Eucharistic adoration’ shown to us by an unborn baby, John the
Baptist, who couldn’t help but “leap with joy” within his mother’s
womb at the mere presence of the unborn Messiah. Can we be
honest when asking ourselves: “Do our hearts leap for joy when in
the presence of the Holy Eucharist? Are we walking in love, as Mary
did, when helping others or fulfilling our daily duties in life?” These
are very personal questions, especially for us who have dedicated
our lives to the service of God and to His Church.

In whatever ministry we are involved, when we are faced with doubts
and rejection, where does our encouragement and consolation come
from, to endure those trials we face today? Our consolation and our
model is Jesus, the Christ. We have no other choice but to walk in
love, if we are truly to imitate His very own sweet-smelling sacrifice,
as a holocaust for the world. Without an intimate relationship
with God, through prayer and the Sacraments, this would be an
impossible task. But, we do not fear if we place ourselves at the foot
of His Cross, with Mary our Mother. This is how John the Beloved
was able to endure the sight of the crucified Christ, even after all

the other disciples had deserted Jesus on Calvary. This is how we
endure our own crosses every day, standing by the side of Mary,
the Mother of God. Our Blessed Mother paid no heed to the praises
or to the condemnations of men. She imitated the Son whom she
herself taught and nurtured and directed. In her humility, we are
made strong. In her obedience, we follow the Will of the Father.

Jesus has called each one of us to holiness, in any vocation. Let us
surrender to His Will, and call upon the graces outpoured through the
Blessed Mother. Let us speak with words of love, think with thoughts
of love, and act with hearts of love. Let us walk in love, giving glory
and thanks to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

The prayer of the
People of God developed
in the shadow of the dwelling
place of God - the Ark of the

Covenant, then the Temple - under
the guidance of their shepherds.
Among them there was David, the Kin
"after God's own heart," the shepher
who prayed for his people. His prayer
was a model for the prayer of the
people because it involved clinging
to the divine promise and a trust
filled with love for the One who
is the only King and Lord.

ANSWER

“This is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us” (fra 25:9)

FREE OUTDOOR EVENT

16.2023

LIVE SHOW "TROUBLES IN SANTA'S WORKSHOP"

&) pirtachio
40 ALICE STREET, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 3 December:

Visitation to Elizabeth

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Mass for all Living and Departed of Blouza
for the Feast of St Saba and St Barbara

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Marcus Fred
El-Khoury from Mazraat Al Toufah

Thursday 7 December:
10:30am Seniors Christmas Mass followed by lunch

Friday 8 December:

Immaculate Conception

7:00pm Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception and the End of Jubilee Mass, celebrated
by Bishop Antoine - Charbel Tarabay

Mary Visited Elizabeth
Word Scramble
Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the letters that

appear in the circle boxes and unscramble them to find the
answer to the last phrase.

ELGARIB HEEORNON
HOONEN
OONEEN

BLUMEH

EJOPHS

VOFAR T

BAZELTHIE

SLEBDES HEEOORN

What did the angel tell Mary?
That she would be the
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Saturday 9 December:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Saide Tadros
Sarkis from Bkerkacha wife of Antoine Youssef
Tannous from Tartej

Sunday 10 December:
Birth of John the Baptist

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Raymond
Boutros Azizi from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Yvonne Estephan
from Bsebel widow of the late Eghnatios Hbeich
from Kfarhawra

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 26/11/2023
Plates: $12,719 | Donations: $100 | Candles: $362
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,372,551 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,105,683 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

»

Last Saturday

The Fersen held a children’s concert singing Marian Hymns, what
a spectacular and blessed event at OLOL Church Hall

The Family Spiritual Retreat Day, organised by the Family
Committee of OLOL, centered around the theme 'Salt of the
Earth & Light of the World.' The day unfolded with enriching

spiritual talks for parents, engaging activities for teens, Fersen,

and infants, culminating in a meaningful mass and heartfelt gift

presentations. We extend our gratitude to all attending families
and offer prayers for you to radiate the savory essence of Salt

and the illuminating Light of Christ in your homes and
communities.

On Monday night

the Men's Faith Formation Group, part of the Family Committee,
had a talk about eternal life, presented by Fr John Flader. This
was the last meeting of the 11th year of meetings.
Afterwards, the men had nibbles and drinks to celebrate the end
of the year.
Looking forward to start again in January next year.

On Thursday & Friday

The Sodality committee held their regular saj bread baking. The
scent of fresh bread could be smelt as you walked down the
stairs to the bottom level carpark. It was so beautiful to see our
amazing church Mothers come together, spend time with one
another and bake for our parishioners. Thank you to all who
came and purchased from the saj.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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WEDNESDAY. 6™ D E
5:00 pm Arrival & procession of the thcs
5 15 pm Prayers of veneration of the Relics

Sunday m T MBER 10, 2023 5:30 pm Mass with the intention for peace

in the Middle East especially in Lebanon
Level 1 CYPC

L After 9:30m Famlly Mass THURSDAY 714 DECEMBER

Masses: 7:00 am, 9:00 am & 6:00 pm
8:00 pm Adoration in the presence of the Relics

FRIDA Y-8 EMBER
7:00 pm, Solemn Mass celebrated by
HIS EXCELLENCY ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY
for the Feast of The Immaculate Conception
& the conclusion of the Jubilee Year.
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of the Inmaculate Conception.
8 December

Conception & closing Mass
of sur Golden Jubilee Year

On the occasion of the Conclusion of the
Golden Jubilee Year of our Maronite
Eparchy, we invite everyone to participate
in a Thanksgiving Mass on Friday 8
December at 7pm at Our Lady of
Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park.

All are welcome as we raise a prayer of
thanksgiving to the Lord for the
abundance of His blessings upon us
during this blessed year.
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IN COLLABORATION WITH MARONITES ON MISSION w
A

The future of Lebanon passes first
through the school.

In the face of crises in Lebanon, children are being forced out of school
This represents the biggest threat to the education of an entire generation.
Please donate to the Lebanese School Appeal

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE ORG.AU/APPEALS
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 88310000
SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION
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SATURDAY | 9TH DECEMBER 2023
8P = 7P 750 FUR BAY
WITH FOOD. DRINKS. GAMES. JUMPING CASTLE & MORE
ARRIVAL OF THE RELICS AT 4:30PM WITH PRAYERS
MASS AT 7.30PM
CELEBRATED BY HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE CHARBEL TARABAY

SUNDAY | 10TH DEC EMBER (P%
IIAM MASS WITH THI [H
\J\ YWED BY HRIS
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FRIDAY 8/12/23 7.00pm MASS IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - END OF JUBILEE MASS

FRIDAY 15/12/23 6.00rm MASS, 7.00pm STARTING OF CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SATURDAY 16/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00em DAY 2 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT & CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 17/12/23 REVELATION TO JOSEPH 8:004M, 9:30am, | 1:00am, 5.00pM & 7.00rm MASS
6:00pm DAY 3 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

MONDAY 18&8/12/25  6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAY 4 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

TUESDAY 19/12/23 6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAYS CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

WEDNESDAY 20/ 12/22 6.000m MASS, 7.00pm DAY6 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

THURSDAY 21/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00pm DAY7 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm SOLEMN ADORATION & PROCESSION

FRIDAY 22/12/23 6.00pm MASS, 7.00eM DAY8 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SATURDAY 23/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00em DAY9 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SUNDAY 24712/23

MONDAY 25/12/23
TUESDAY 26/12/23

SUNDAY 31/12/23
&

MONDAY 1/1/24

?

8:00am, 9:304m AND 1 1:00am MASS

CHRISTMAS EVE. - 6.00pm CHRISTMAS VIGIL FAMILY MASS,
1'1.00pm THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD - MIDNIGHT MASS
WITH RITE OF ADORATION OF CHRISTMAS, CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY,
MASSES: 8.00aM, 9.30aM, | 1.004M, 6.00pM

PRAISES OF THE MOTHER OF CGOD, MASSES: 8.004m, | |.00am & 6.00pm

NEW YEAR'S EVE, MASSES: 8:00am, 9:304M, | 1:004m, 5.00pm & 7:00pM

NEW YEAR'S DAY, THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD JESUS
MASSES: 8.004aM, 10.00Am & 6.00pm
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) Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Youssef Said Ayoub & his sister Adele & his brother
Mtanios Said Ayoub, Said Ayoub, Said & Jamileh Ayoub (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Saideh Chebat & Akel Chebat (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew
Essey (F) Mounir Fakhr (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil
Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) ban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon
& his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family
& friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Elias and Azizeh Saba, Youssef Saleh

(T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)



