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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is
with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since
| am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We read this Sunday in our Maronite Church and in preparation for
the Birth of our Lord the Gospel of the Annunciation to Mary. The
Gospel narrative of the Annunciation unfolds with simplicity,
revealing the most extraordinary event in God's interaction with
humanity.

Gabriel visits Mary and greets her. The archangel then tells Mary that
she has received God's grace in abundance. He states, "The Lord is
with you." The Lord was with Mary in an exceptional way, even before
the conception of the Word. Mary, in her humility, receives the news
that she is chosen by God and that the Lord is with her in a unique
way. This divine favour stirs great turmoil in the soul of the most
humble of creatures.

Mary, initially perplexed, contemplates the Archangel’s message.
Gabriel reassures her, affirming that she is chosen to fulfil the
prophecy that the prophet Isaiah had long predicted that the Messiah
would be born of a virgin. Gabriel announces to Mary that she is the
one in whom this prophecy will be fulfilled, revealing the Messiah's
name: Jesus, signifying that He is God and Saviour. All the prophecies
of the Old Testament will come true.

Mary, in her astonishment, seeks to understand the divine plan:
"How will this be?" This question does not express doubt but rather
astonishment, admiration. Certain of the fact, Mary desires to be
informed of the method. The Archangel responds: she will conceive
in a completely divine manner. It will be through the Holy Spirit. The
power of the Most High will cover the Virgin, just as the mysterious
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2Sam 7: 8-10,11b-12,13b-17
Gal 3: 15-22
LK 1: 26-38

cloud once rested on the tabernacle, the tent where Moses met God,
symbolising God's presence among His people.

The Gospel then beautifully narrates Mary's humble acceptance—a
profound union of humility and obedience. It is at the moment of her
fiat, her "let it be done," that the Word becomes flesh within her.

This Sunday’s Gospel touches the core of our faith—the Holy Trinity,
the divinity of Christ, His incarnation for our salvation, Mary's divine
motherhood, and her perpetual virginity.

As we partake in the Eucharist, let us remember that, just as Jesus
was truly present in the womb of Mary through the mystery of the
Incarnation, He is truly present in the Eucharist during communion,
offering us life and holiness. May we, inspired by Our Lady, echo our
fiat, our yes, placing ourselves in the service of God's divine will.

The recent news of a temporary ceasefire in Gaza is a positive
development, and we sincerely hope that it marks not just a brief
pause but the beginning of a lasting and peaceful resolution. Our
thoughts and prayers are with all those affected, and we continue to
pray for a just and enduring end to this conflict.

I wish you a blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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CONFESSIONS

B Before and during Saturday

Through Social Media

appointment on weekdays from 9:30 a.m -

Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur8 pm-9 pm

24 Hour Adoration
6pm and Sunday Masses or by  Every first Friday of the month
aturday 7:30

Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean):
0406 060 445

Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795

Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454
Fr Alain Fares: 0433 507 389

Fr Sam Wehbe: 0417 171 737

Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883
Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824

Fr Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384

Fr Joseph Maatouk: 0413 245501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac: 0422 886 062

CLERGY ON LEAVE RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean) Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury Fr Paul Joubeir

Younan Friefer: 0400 080 000
Joanne Elias: 0427 503 008
Parish Office:

9689 2899

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday

9am - 4:30pm

Saturday

9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au



Saying “YES” to God

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to
Thy Word.” At the utterance of Mary’s submission to the Will of God,
the Word was made flesh, became man, and dwelt among us. What
a powerful response to a simple “Yes” from Mary! | can only imagine
what it would have been like for a young girl to be so overcome by
the Spirit of God that her immediate reaction was to freely surrender
her will.

Is it possible that our own positive response to God could lead to
such wonders and miracles? Can our simple “yes” to God be a source
of Divine intervention? In times of trials, in times of temptation,
and in times of darkness, we find ourselves faced with the most
difficult moments, wherein saying “yes” to God seems  impossible.
Do we believe that the grace of God, which surpasses all human
understanding, would prevail when we submit our will to His Divine
Will? The lives of the Saints have proven to us that perseverance in
prayer, embraced by a life of faith and good works, will empower us
to accept and submit to the Will of God in our lives, no matter what
our circumstances may be. It is truly a test of faith to be able to say
“Lord, let it be done unto me according to Your Will” when every part
of our being is afraid of the consequences of that “yes.”

Submission does not mean ‘surrender’ or ‘giving up’. It simply means
obedience to a greater good. Another example is Jesus in the Garden
of Gethsemane: “Father, let this cup pass from me; not my will but
Thine be done.” Redemption was secured by this single offering and
submission of Christ. That was the great consequence of Jesus saying
“Yes.”

How many times have we missed an opportunity to allow the Holy
Spirit to work through us because of fear, laziness, or indifference?

Have we been living the true life of Christ, as beacons of His Light and
Love, or have we followed our own selfish interests? Saying “yes” to
God is trusting in Him, knowing that whatever situation you are in,
if you remain faithful, God will not abandon you or disappoint you.
God will never give us more than we can handle, or more than what
is necessary for our sanctification.

Do not be afraid to say “yes” to God and to serve the Lord with a
generous and loving heart! He can never be outdone in generosity
and He will “turn all things unto good for those who love Him”
(Romans 8:28). In times of uncertainty, anxiety, or heartache, | have
prayed that God will give me the courage to discern what is His Will
in my life, and He never disappoints me. The trials that didn’t kill me,
made me stronger, only because He was carrying me through those

trials. God is Good....all the time!
Salwa Elias

Chastity means
the positive
integration of sexuality
within the person. Sexuality
becomes truly human when it

QUESTION

is integrated in a correct way
into the relationship of one
person to another. Chastity is
a moral virtue, a gift of God,
a grace, and a fruit of
the Holy Spirit
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 26 November:
Announcement to Mary

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Frank Fares from
Asnoun

11:00am Mass for the late President Rene Mouawad
and his companions

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Tony Mansour
George from Behwayta

Monday 27 November:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Thouraya Elias
Estephan widow of the late Moussa Youssef Tannous
from Karem El Mohr

Tuesday 28 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Laba Sassine
from Hadchit

Wednesday 29 November:

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Barbara Farah
Saaib widow of the late Sarkis Elias Frangi from
Hadchit

A

Annunciation

Thursday 30 November:
6:00pm Late Hanna Gerges Sassine from Karem
Saddeh (died in Lebanon)

Friday 1 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Joseph Wadih
Alam from Bsarma -Koura

Saturday 2 December:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Saad Mtanios
Nassif Bou Melhem from Haref Ardeh

Sunday 3 December:
Visitation to Elizabeth

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Mass for all Living and Departed of Blouza
for the Feast of St Saba and St Barbara

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Marcus Fred
El-Khoury from Mazraat Al Toufah

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 19/11/2023
Plates: $12,859 | Donations: $500 | Candles: $589
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,372,551 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,105,683 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

the seniors of our parish gathered for a wonderful
day, beginning with the Divine Liturgy, followed by a
delightful lunch and entertainment. We look forward
to seeing everyone at our Christmas Seniors Party on
Thursday, December Tth

On Tuesday

Family of Divine word gathered for their weekly talk.
Sr Juliette Abi Khalil led us in prayer and meditation
based on Psalms 9:8-15. “May God be a stronghold
for the oppressed .

On Wednesday

MYO continued with the mysteries series on the
anointing of the sick. This week Fr Joe Maatouk led
our talk on the topic “the pain of grief”. It was a great
talk for those who have lost a loved one and are

dealing with grief

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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OLOL YOUTH PRESENTS

SPORTS NIGHT:
TENNIS EDITION

Accessible Church

An initiative of

v
Maronite
s Dayftime: Sundays Every suﬂdﬂy The Divine
g R Sacrifice of the
Location: St Elias Chapel, lo soum MUSS
Maronite College of the -
PARRAMATTA i
NOVEMBER 28TH Y AlNe Holy Family (MCHF) celebrated for
PHJEFFREY Access CIIP 0. Weston people with

St Harris Park, MCHF.
Parking on Weston St

autism, special

COST OF

CONTACT
o GEORGE TO BOOK

04323 22

needs, and their
families.

@ Info: Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435764 824

$10 PER PE

OILOL Sha L) @ .
FLAME

RUNS EVERY
SATURDAY 4-6 PM
in the Youth Centre

coMEALIVE

YEAR 10 TO 12

RUNS FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAY 7.9 PM

in the Seniors Room

Registrations for
First Holy Communion for 2024
are now open online.

To register, Please visit our website:
www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms

@ RACHEL 0477 27 60 77

OLOLMARONITEFLAMES

FAMILY COMMITIEE
INVITES YOU TO THE ANNUAL

C,.?ﬂﬁ-fééff(/ﬁ a/ e y{!é[/(’f / Year
5“ 7Z£ (77;’!&/ visel

WEDNESDAY- 6™ DECEMBER
5:00 pm Arrival & procession of the Relics
5:15 pm Prayers of veneration of the Relics
5:30 pm Mass with the intention for peace

in the Middle East especially in Lebanon

"MBER 10, 2023
Level 1 CYPC

After 9:30am Family Mass

THURSDAY 7™ DECEMBER
|~ Masses: 7:00 am, 9:00 am & 6:00 pm
8:00 pm Adoration in the presence of the Relics
FRIDAY-8"-DECEMBER
7:00 pm, Solemn Mass celebrated by
HIS EXCELLENCY ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY
for the Feast of The Immaculate Conception
& the conclusion of the lubilee Year.




UPCOMING EVENTS

During the historic visit of our Patriarch, His Beatitude and

= Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, the Maronite
% ME{QOFM'T'; Eparchy launched the Lebanese School Appeal. The appeal
‘ ‘ﬂfg@fhfx’ﬁ; has raised $531,044.69 which will go directly towards the

school fees of 700 students across 12 schools in Lebanon.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this appeal
so far.
Given the increasing number of families struggling to pay
school fees, the Eparchy has decided to continue the

campaign to support even more students, especially
during the Holy season of Christmas; a time of giving, joy,
and peace in our Lord Jesus.

Your help will make a difference; donations can be made

O ided i X
IN COLLABORATION WITH MARONITES ON MISSION > j(hrough the envglopes prgvnded in the.chyrch, by contact
&) ing our Parish office, or Vvisiting www.ma-
AUSTRA

ronite.org.au/appeals. More information is also in our
newsletters and on Parish and Eparchy social media pages.

Th@futur@ QfLeban()n passesﬁr&'t With your help, we can continue to contribute to building a
Ehr()ug'h the SCh-()()l. better future for children in Lebanon because the “future

of Lebanon passes first through the school”.

I.n the face of cnsesm Lebanon, children are being forced put of schogl. Jlo Lyl @ppadl Ll dlacel dialill &Ll JUa
This represents the biggest threat to the education of an entire generation. Aloa" @bl A gkl WL weldl gupba dlis
Please donate to the Lebanese Schosl Appeal JUga OMI-E6,19 L1203 Ta8g bl duwgaoll

ol dals e dwyan 1T o Lalls Ve Gle gjgi Lagu

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE.ORG.AU/APPEALS Lagilidl
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000
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FRIDAY 8/12/23 7.00pm MASS IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - END OF JUBILEE MASS

FRIDAY 15/12/23 6.00rm MASS, 7.00pm STARTING OF CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SATURDAY 16/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00em DAY 2 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT & CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 17/12/23 REVELATION TO JOSEPH 8:004M, 9:30am, | 1:00am, 5.00pM & 7.00rm MASS
6:00pm DAY 3 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

MONDAY 18&8/12/25  6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAY 4 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

TUESDAY 19/12/23 6.00pm MASS, 7.00pm DAYS CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

WEDNESDAY 20/ 12/22 6.000m MASS, 7.00pm DAY6 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

THURSDAY 21/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00pm DAY7 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH
8.00pm SOLEMN ADORATION & PROCESSION

FRIDAY 22/12/23 6.00pm MASS, 7.00eM DAY8 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SATURDAY 23/12/23  6.000m MASS, 7.00em DAY9 CHRISTMAS NOVENA - ARABIC & ENGLISH

SUNDAY 24712/23

MONDAY 25/12/23
TUESDAY 26/12/23

SUNDAY 31/12/23
&

MONDAY 1/1/24

?

8:00am, 9:304m AND 1 1:00am MASS

CHRISTMAS EVE. - 6.00pm CHRISTMAS VIGIL FAMILY MASS,
1'1.00pm THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD - MIDNIGHT MASS
WITH RITE OF ADORATION OF CHRISTMAS, CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY,
MASSES: 8.00aM, 9.30aM, | 1.004M, 6.00pM

PRAISES OF THE MOTHER OF CGOD, MASSES: 8.004m, | |.00am & 6.00pm

NEW YEAR'S EVE, MASSES: 8:00am, 9:304M, | 1:004m, 5.00pm & 7:00pM

NEW YEAR'S DAY, THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD JESUS
MASSES: 8.004aM, 10.00Am & 6.00pm
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) Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the
deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen
George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families
(L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all
their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Nabih Saad
and his children, Toufic Succar (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Rahib Saad Tannous and his wife & his son Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)



