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SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

THE GOSPEL
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David.  The virginʼs name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is 
with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob   forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since 
I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her Lk 1: 26 - 38
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Message from the Bishop
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We read this Sunday in our Maronite Church and in preparation for 
the Birth of our Lord the Gospel of the Annunciation to Mary. The 
Gospel narrative of the Annunciation unfolds with simplicity, 
revealing the most extraordinary event in God's interaction with 
humanity. 

Gabriel visits Mary and greets her. The archangel then tells Mary that 
she has received God's grace in abundance. He states, "The Lord is 
with you." The Lord was with Mary in an exceptional way, even before 
the conception of the Word. Mary, in her humility, receives the news 
that she is chosen by God and that the Lord is with her in a unique 
way. This divine favour stirs great turmoil in the soul of the most 
humble of creatures.

Mary, initially perplexed, contemplates the Archangelʼs message. 
Gabriel reassures her, affirming that she is chosen to fulfil the 
prophecy that the prophet Isaiah had long predicted that the Messiah 
would be born of a virgin. Gabriel announces to Mary that she is the 
one in whom this prophecy will be fulfilled, revealing the Messiah's 
name: Jesus, signifying that He is God and Saviour. All the prophecies 
of the Old Testament will come true. 

Mary, in her astonishment, seeks to understand the divine plan: 
"How will this be?" This question does not express doubt but rather 
astonishment, admiration. Certain of the fact, Mary desires to be 
informed of the method. The Archangel responds: she will conceive 
in a completely divine manner. It will be through the Holy Spirit. The 
power of the Most High will cover the Virgin, just as the mysterious 
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cloud once rested on the tabernacle, the tent where Moses met God, 
symbolising God's presence among His people. 

The Gospel then beautifully narrates Mary's humble acceptance—a 
profound union of humility and obedience. It is at the moment of her 
fiat, her "let it be done," that the Word becomes flesh within her.

This Sundayʼs Gospel touches the core of our faith—the Holy Trinity, 
the divinity of Christ, His incarnation for our salvation, Mary's divine 
motherhood, and her perpetual virginity.

As we partake in the Eucharist, let us remember that, just as Jesus 
was truly present in the womb of Mary through the mystery of the 
Incarnation, He is truly present in the Eucharist during communion, 
offering us life and holiness. May we, inspired by Our Lady, echo our 
fiat, our yes, placing ourselves in the service of God's divine will.

The recent news of a temporary ceasefire in Gaza is a positive 
development, and we sincerely hope that it marks not just a brief 
pause but the beginning of a lasting and peaceful resolution. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with all those affected, and we continue to 
pray for a just and enduring end to this conflict.

I wish you a blessed Sunday!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



Chastity means 
the positive 

integration of sexuality 
within the person. Sexuality 

becomes truly human when it 
is integrated in a correct way 
into the relationship of one 

person to another. Chastity is 
a moral virtue, a gift of God, 

a grace, and a fruit of 
the Holy SpiritANSWER

What is 
chastity

QUESTION

Saying “YES” to God
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to 
Thy Word.” At the utterance of Maryʼs submission to the Will of God, 
the Word was made flesh, became man, and dwelt among us. What 
a powerful response to a simple “Yes” from Mary! I can only imagine 
what it would have been like for a young girl to be so overcome by 
the Spirit of God that her immediate reaction was to freely surrender 
her will. 

Is it possible that our own positive response to God could lead to 
such wonders and miracles? Can our simple “yes” to God be a source 
of Divine intervention? In times of trials, in times of temptation, 
and in times of darkness, we find ourselves faced with the most 
difficult moments, wherein saying “yes” to God seems      impossible. 
Do we believe that the grace of God, which surpasses all human 
understanding, would prevail when we submit our will to His Divine 
Will? The lives of the Saints have proven to us that perseverance in 
prayer, embraced by a life of faith and good works, will empower us 
to accept and submit to the Will of God in our lives, no matter what 
our circumstances may be. It is truly a test of faith to be able to say 
“Lord, let it be done unto me according to Your Will” when every part 
of our being is afraid of the consequences of that “yes.”

Submission does not mean ʻsurrenderʼ or ʻgiving up.̓ It simply means 
obedience to a greater good. Another example is Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane: “Father, let this cup pass from me; not my will but 
Thine be done.” Redemption was secured by this single offering and 
submission of Christ. That was the great consequence of Jesus saying 
“Yes.”
 
How many times have we missed an opportunity to allow the Holy 
Spirit to work through us because of fear, laziness, or indifference? 

Have we been living the true life of Christ, as beacons of His Light and 
Love, or have we followed our own selfish  interests? Saying “yes” to 
God is trusting in Him, knowing that whatever situation you are in, 
if you remain faithful, God will not abandon you or disappoint you. 
God will never give us more than we can handle, or more than what 
is necessary for our sanctification. 

Do not be afraid to say “yes” to God and to serve the Lord with a 
generous and loving heart! He can never be outdone in generosity 
and He will “turn all things unto good for those who love Him” 
(Romans 8:28). In times of uncertainty, anxiety, or heartache, I have 
prayed that God will give me the courage to discern what is His Will 
in my life, and He never disappoints me. The trials that didnʼt kill me, 
made me stronger, only because He was carrying me through those 
trials. God is Good….all the time!

Salwa Elias

UPCOMING EVENTS



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 26 November:
Announcement to Mary
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Frank Fares from 
Asnoun
11:00am Mass for the late President Rene Mouawad 
and his companions
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Tony Mansour 
George from Behwayta

Monday 27 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Thouraya Elias 
Estephan widow of the late Moussa Youssef Tannous 
from Karem El Mohr

Tuesday 28 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Laba Sassine 
from Hadchit

Wednesday 29 November:
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Barbara Farah 
Saaib widow of the late Sarkis Elias Frangi from 
Hadchit

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 19/11/2023
Plates: $12,859     |  Donations: $500     |  Candles: $589
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,372,551        CYPC: $37,681  INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,105,683                 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Thursday 30 November:
6:00pm Late Hanna Gerges Sassine from Karem 
Saddeh (died in Lebanon)

Friday 1 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Joseph Wadih 
Alam from Bsarma -Koura

Saturday 2 December:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Saad Mtanios 
Nassif Bou Melhem from Haref Ardeh

Sunday 3 December:
Visitation to Elizabeth
8:00am Sodality Mass
9:30am Mass for all Living and Departed of Blouza 
for the Feast of St Saba and St Barbara
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Marcus Fred 
El-Khoury from Mazraat Al Toufah

ً

KIDS CORNER
Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few 
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Thursday

the seniors of our parish gathered for a wonderful 
day, beginning with the Divine Liturgy, followed by a 
delightful lunch and entertainment. We look forward 
to seeing everyone at our Christmas Seniors Party on 

Thursday, December 7th

On Wednesday

MYO continued with the mysteries series on the 
anointing of the sick. This week Fr Joe Maatouk led 

our talk on the topic “the pain of grief”. It was a great 
talk for those who have lost a loved one and are 

dealing with grief

On Tuesday

Family of Divine word gathered for their weekly talk. 
Sr Juliette Abi Khalil led us in prayer and meditation 
based on Psalms 9:8-15. “May God be a stronghold 

for the oppressed “.

 

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish 
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to 
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our 
newsletter.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Registrations for
First Holy Communion for 2024 

are now open online.
To register, Please visit our website: 
www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms



During the historic visit of our Patriarch, His Beatitude and 
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, the Maronite 
Eparchy launched the Lebanese School Appeal. The appeal 
has raised $531,044.69 which will go directly towards the 
school fees of 700 students across 12 schools in Lebanon.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this appeal 
so far. 
Given the increasing number of families struggling to pay 
school fees, the Eparchy has decided to continue the 
campaign to support even more students, especially 
during the Holy season of Christmas; a time of giving, joy, 
and peace in our Lord Jesus.

Your help will make a difference; donations can be made 
through the envelopes provided in the church, by contact-
ing our Parish office, or visiting www.ma-
ronite.org.au/appeals. More information is also in our 
newsletters and on Parish and Eparchy social media pages.

With your help, we can continue to contribute to building a 
better future for children in Lebanon because the “future 
of Lebanon passes first through the school”. 
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  الأحد ٢٦ تشرين الثاني:      

أحد بشارة العذراء
٩:٣٠ السنة للمرحوم فرنك فارس من أصنون

١١:٠٠ قداس لراحة نفس الشهيد الرئيس رينيه معوض ورفاقه
٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم طوني منصور جورج من بحويتا

الإثنين ٢٧ تشرين الثاني:
موسى المرحوم  أرملة  إسطفان  الياس  ثريا  المرحومة  أربعون   ٦:٠٠ 

يوسف طنوس من كرم المهر

الثلاثاء ٢٨ تشرين الثاني:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم ميشال لابا ساسين من حدشيت

الأربعاء ٢٩ تشرين الثاني:
سركيس المرحوم  أرملة  صْعَيْب  فرح  بربارة  المرحومة  أربعون   ٧:٠٠ 

الياس فرنجي من حدشيت

الخميس ٣٠ تشرين الثاني:
٦:٠٠ المرحوم حنّا جرجس ساسين من كرم سدّه (متوفي في لبنان)

الجمعة ١ كانون الأول:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم جوزيف وديع العلم من بصرما -الكورة

السبت ٢ كانون الأول:
 ٦:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم سعد مطانيوس ناصيف بو ملحم من حرف أرده

الأحد ٣ كانون الأول
أحد زيارة العذراء لأليصابات

٨:٠٠ قداس على نية أبناء الأخويّة أحياء ومرضى وأموات
سابا القديس  عيد  بمناسبة  بلوزا  وأموات  أحياء  نية  على  قداس   ٩:٣٠ 

والقديسة بربارة
١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم ماركس فرد الخوري من مزرعة التفاح
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مريم العذراء معل�مَة 
الأج�ال



 بعد الهيكل العظيم بمكانته ورمزيته حيث جرت بشارة زكريا الكاهن، ينقلنا
 إنجيل لوقا إلى مكان آخر أكثر تواضعاً، إلى منزل في الناصرة وفتاة صغيرة
 إسمها مريم. زفّ إليها الملاك جبرائيل بشرى خلاص البشرية، فاضطربت
 بخوف متسائلة في داخلها عن معنى هذا السلام ؟ طمأنها جبرائيل مزيلاً
منها. المتجسّد  الله  إبن  أمّ  لتكون  الإلهيّة  الدعوة  وبلّغها  الخوف،   منها 
 فأعلنت عدم قدرتها البشريّة؛ فشرح لها الملاك سرّ أمومتها بقوّة الروح

القدس وهي بتول، عندها أجابت مريم بإعلان طاعتها الكاملة لله.

طاعة: فعل  إنّه  للملاك.  مريم  جواب  كان  هذا   .(٣٨  :١ (لو  الربّ"  أمة  أنا  ها 
بحبّ، حشاها  في  تقبله  أن  أراد  الّذي  وللإبن  لإبنه،  ا  أمًّ أرادها  الّذي   للآب 

وللروح القدس الّذي أراد أن يحقّق فيها التصميم الإلهيّ.

 البشارة لمريم هي إعلان إنجيل يسوع المسيح. إنّه "الخبر السارّ" الّذي تجلّى
إبنه يرسل  الآب  البشر:  تاريخ  في  الفاعل  والثالوث  الواحد  الله  سرّ   فيه 

متجسّدًا من عذراء، بقوّة الروح القدس، من أجل خلاص كلّ إنسان.

 وتجلّى في إنجيل البشارة سرّ مريم المملوءة نعمة والمدعوّة للدخول في
 عهد خلاصيّ مع الله؛ وسرُّ أمومتها، وهي عذراء، بقوّة الروح القدس، وسرُّ

طاعتها واضعةً ذاتها بالكليّة في تصرّف تصميم الله.

طاعته مسؤوليّاته  وفي  حياته  مراحل  مختلف  في  منّا  واحد  كلّ   فليجّدد 
قبلت وكما  العالم،   وفي  عائلته  في  الخلاصيّ  وتصميمه  الله  إرادة   لتحقيق 
العذراء كنموذج نتّخذ  أيضاً  علينا أن  إبن الله في حشاها، نحن   مريم تجسّد 

IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed 
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the 
deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen 
George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families 
(L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all 
their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Nabih Saad 
and his children, Toufic Succar (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Rahib Saad Tannous and his wife & his son Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum
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الإنجیل

بشارة العذراء وبشارتنا  

جبرائيل،  ملاكك  الزمن،  ملء  في  أرسلت،  من  يا  السماوي،  الآب  أيّها 
ليبشّر ابنة الناصرة بتجسّد الابن الإلهي في حشاها البتوليّ، أرسل إلينا 
وقلوبنا  حياتنا  في  الكلمة  تجسيد  ليستكمل  القدّوس،  روحك  اليوم، 
وعقولنا، فينال الخلاص كلّ من نلتقي بهم أو نعيش معهم، فيتمجّد 

�
�Î،على الدّوام سرّ الثالوث الأقدس، إلى الأبد

���

هَا أنَا أمََةُ الرَبّ،
فلَیَْكُنْ لِي بِحَسَبِ قوَْلِكَ! 

لو ١: ٣٨  


