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CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
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8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
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from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

THE GOSPEL
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, after investigating 
everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the 
truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed. In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of 
them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest before God and his 
section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 
incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him 
an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn 
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel 
replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these 
things occur. “Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, 
he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained 
unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five 
months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away 
the disgrace I have endured among my people.” Luke 1:1-25
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Message from the Bishop
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we enter the Season of the Birth of our Lord, we reflect this Sunday 
in our Maronite liturgy on the Announcement to Zechariah.  Our 
Maronite lectionary guides us to reflect on three passages that 
beautifully intertwine to reveal to us the profound mystery of God's 
plan for salvation. 

We read in the Old Testament (Genesis 17:15-22) about the covenant 
that God establishes with Abraham, promising him descendants 
extending to all the nations of the earth. It is a promise of blessing 
and redemption that will ultimately find its fulfilment in Jesus Christ.

In Romans 4:13-25, the Apostle Paul reflects on the faith of Abraham. 
He writes that it was not through the observance of the law that 
Abraham was justified, but rather through his faith in God's promise. 
This faith in the promise of God is what made Abraham the father of 
many nations, as God had foretold.

And as we turn our attention to the announcement made to 
Zechariah in the Gospel of Luke, we hear the proclamation of the 
Angel Gabriel that Zechariah's wife, Elizabeth, will conceive a son 
who will prepare the way for the Lord. This child, John the Baptist, 
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would go before the Lord to give his people knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of their sins. This very event marks the 
beginning of the fulfilment of God's promise to Abraham, as he 
prepares the way for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

These Old and the New Testament passages reveal to us the 
faithfulness of God throughout salvation history. God's promise to 
Abraham was not limited to a particular time or place but was meant 
to extend to all the nations of the earth. 

This Sunday, let us be reminded of the great love and mercy of our 
God. Just as God remained faithful to his promise to Abraham, so too 
does he remain faithful to us. He calls us to have faith in His promises 
and to trust in His plan for our lives like Zechariah and Elizabeth did. 

May the Announcement to Zechariah remind us of the great joy and 
hope that come with the fulfilment of God's promises. Let us also 
recognise the role that each of us plays in preparing the way for the 
Lord in our own lives and in the lives of others. And may we be open 
to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, allowing God to bring about 
his plan of salvation in and through us.

As we enter the most joyful liturgical time, we remember the many 
places in the world where joy will not be felt this year due to wars and 
conflicts, especially in Gaza. Echoing the words of His Beatitude and 
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, we also strongly 
condemn the brutal genocide… We condemn the destruction of 

homes, schools, hospitals, churches, and mosques with the aim of 
forcibly displacing Palestinians from their land and eradicating their 
cause. 

With our Patriarch, we call on the international community to impose 
an immediate and permanent ceasefire and to initiate negotiations 

for a peaceful solution. Finally, we pray to God to strengthen those 
with good intentions in their efforts to halt the war on Gaza and the 
Palestinian people, and we pray for Lebanon that it may be spared 
the atrocities of war.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



Scandal, which 
consists in inducing 

others to do evil, is avoided 
when we respect the soul and 

body of the person. Anyone 
who deliberately leads others 

to commit serious sins 
himself commits a grave 

offense

ANSWER

How does 
one avoid 

scandal

QUESTION

The power of Faith
In this Season of preparation and announcements, we recall the 
events in scripture that remind us of the great power of Faith. The 
promises made by God, revealed in numerous miracles leading up 
to the Nativity, confirm the faithfulness of our God. God is faithful. 
God never lies or breaks His promises. God loves unconditionally and 
forgives infinitely. God does not take back what he has freely given, 
and God expects nothing in return but our love and fidelity. Yes, God 
is eternally faithful and that is why we can place all our trust and faith 
in Him. Never underestimate the power of such Faith, like that of 
Maryʼs at the Annunciation, or Josephʼs in response to his revelation. 
Unlike Zechariah, they did not doubt or question Godʼs promise, but 
responded accordingly. This is the power of Faith: great faith = great 
miracles.

This Season is one of joyful anticipation, as we await the Birth of Our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus the Christ. Just like any family awaiting the 
birth of a child, we should be filled with excitement and gratitude for 
the blessings attached to a newborn babe. It is a time to reflect on 
the child within each of us, as we recall the innocence of our newborn 
King, cradled as an infant to remind us that Godʼs power is greatest in 
our weakness. This alone will encourage us to reconsider our worldly 
attachments, to turn to the simplicity and innocence of children, and 
to focus on the eternal destiny of our soul. 

The world can never give us the peace that belongs to God alone. He is 
the one and only source of faithfulness, our hope and our salvation. If 
we recall the words of Saint Paul in his Letter to the Romans, we would 
never be discouraged by the trials of this life: “Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?….I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:35-39)
 
Personally, I donʼt need much more than this to persevere and to 
never give up hoping or praying for Godʼs guidance and direction, 
inclining my heart unto His Will. Undoubtedly, in my life there has 
never been anyone more faithful, more loving, or more committed 
to my happiness, joy, and salvation. God turns all things unto good 
for those who love Him. Praise be to God always!

Salwa Elias

UPCOMING EVENTS
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As we enter the Season of the Birth of our Lord, we reflect this Sunday 
in our Maronite liturgy on the Announcement to Zechariah.  Our 
Maronite lectionary guides us to reflect on three passages that 
beautifully intertwine to reveal to us the profound mystery of God's 
plan for salvation. 

We read in the Old Testament (Genesis 17:15-22) about the covenant 
that God establishes with Abraham, promising him descendants 
extending to all the nations of the earth. It is a promise of blessing 
and redemption that will ultimately find its fulfilment in Jesus Christ.
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He writes that it was not through the observance of the law that 
Abraham was justified, but rather through his faith in God's promise. 
This faith in the promise of God is what made Abraham the father of 
many nations, as God had foretold.

And as we turn our attention to the announcement made to 
Zechariah in the Gospel of Luke, we hear the proclamation of the 
Angel Gabriel that Zechariah's wife, Elizabeth, will conceive a son 
who will prepare the way for the Lord. This child, John the Baptist, 

would go before the Lord to give his people knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of their sins. This very event marks the 
beginning of the fulfilment of God's promise to Abraham, as he 
prepares the way for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

These Old and the New Testament passages reveal to us the 
faithfulness of God throughout salvation history. God's promise to 
Abraham was not limited to a particular time or place but was meant 
to extend to all the nations of the earth. 

This Sunday, let us be reminded of the great love and mercy of our 
God. Just as God remained faithful to his promise to Abraham, so too 
does he remain faithful to us. He calls us to have faith in His promises 
and to trust in His plan for our lives like Zechariah and Elizabeth did. 

May the Announcement to Zechariah remind us of the great joy and 
hope that come with the fulfilment of God's promises. Let us also 
recognise the role that each of us plays in preparing the way for the 
Lord in our own lives and in the lives of others. And may we be open 
to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, allowing God to bring about 
his plan of salvation in and through us.

As we enter the most joyful liturgical time, we remember the many 
places in the world where joy will not be felt this year due to wars and 
conflicts, especially in Gaza. Echoing the words of His Beatitude and 
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, we also strongly 
condemn the brutal genocide… We condemn the destruction of 

homes, schools, hospitals, churches, and mosques with the aim of 
forcibly displacing Palestinians from their land and eradicating their 
cause. 

With our Patriarch, we call on the international community to impose 
an immediate and permanent ceasefire and to initiate negotiations 

for a peaceful solution. Finally, we pray to God to strengthen those 
with good intentions in their efforts to halt the war on Gaza and the 
Palestinian people, and we pray for Lebanon that it may be spared 
the atrocities of war.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 19 November:
Announcement to Zechariah
8:00am One Year Mass for the late Marie Nemer 
Zeidan Hajj widow of the late Mikhael Youssef 
Massoud from Mansouriyet Al Maten
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Nabil Elias Khalil 
from Lebaa - Jezzine
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sayed Hanna Bayeh 
from Kfardlakos

Saturday 25 November:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 12/11/2023
Plates: $12,405     |  Donations: $300     |  Candles: $349
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,372,551        CYPC: $37,681  INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,105,683                 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Sunday 26 November:
Announcement to Mary
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Frank Fares from 
Asnoun
11:00am Mass for the late President Rene Mouawad 
and his companions
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Tony Mansour 
George from Behwayta

ً

KIDS CORNER

Zechariah and Elizabeth didnʼt have any children 
and now they thought they were too old.

But one day when Zechariah was in the temple an 
angel gave him a special message

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few 
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Monday

The Sodality committee and parishioners came 
together to pray the rosary and celebrate Mass for 

the occasion of the Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima. 
Mass was led by our Spiritual Leader, Fr Youwakim. 

May Our Lady of Fatima, intercede for us always

On Thursday night

We came together to spend time with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament with Adoration. A beautiful night 

spent in prayer and reflection

On Tuesday night

The Family of Divine word held their weekly talk.
This week our speaker was His Excellency Bishop 

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, he spoke on the powerful 
theme, "My grace is sufficient for you" (2 Corinthians 
12:9). It was a heart-warming experience to listen to 
reflections on the abundance of grace that sustains 

us, the grace that can only come from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The youth also held their sports night which 

was great fun. Come along to our next sports night on 
Tuesday 28 November, tennis edition

 

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish 
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to 
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our 
newsletter.



UPCOMING EVENTS



During the historic visit of our Patriarch, His Beatitude and Eminence Mar Bechara 
Boutros Cardinal Rai, the Maronite Eparchy launched the Lebanese School Appeal. 
The appeal has raised $531,044.69 which will go directly towards the school fees of 
700 students across 12 schools in Lebanon.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this appeal so far. 
Given the increasing number of families struggling to pay school fees, the Eparchy 
has decided to continue the campaign to support even more students, especially 
during the Holy season of Christmas; a time of giving, joy, and peace in our Lord 
Jesus.

Your help will make a difference; donations can be made through the envelopes 
provided in the church, by contacting our Parish office, or visiting www.ma-
ronite.org.au/appeals. More information is also in our newsletters and on Parish 
and Eparchy social media pages.

With your help, we can continue to contribute to building a better future for children 
in Lebanon because the “future of Lebanon passes first through the school”. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Registrations for
First Holy Communion for 
2024 are now open online.

To register, Please visit our website: 
www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ١٩ تشرين الثاني:

أحد بشارة زكريا
مخايل المرحوم  أرملة  الحاج  زيدان  نمر  ماري  للمرحومة  السنة   ٨:٠٠ 

يوسف مسعود من منصورية المتن
١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم نبيل الياس خليل من لبعا جزين

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم سايد حنا البايع من كفردلاقوس

السبت ٢٥ تشرين الثاني:
القداسات ٧:٣٠ صباحاً و٦:٠٠ مساءً

الأحد ٢٦ تشرين:
أحد بشارة العذراء

٩:٣٠ السنة للمرحوم فرنك فارس من أصنون
١١:٠٠ قداس لراحة نفس الشهيد الرئيس رينيه معوض ورفاقه

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم طوني منصور جورج من بحويتا
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٢٨ �شر�ن الثاني
القدّ�سة كا�ر�ن لابوریه

أيها الرب يسوع، لقد علمتنا أن الصلاة هي مسلك أمام الله في الحق 
ر قبل أن تكون كلمات. وجّه نظرنا اليك لنتعلّم كيف نصلّي. علّمنا  والبِّ
حوار الإنفتاح والطاعة مع الآب السماوي، لنُحسِن الحوار فيما بيننا، كما 
والروح  الآب  مع  المجد  لك  وثبات،  وثقة  بصبر  الناس  جميع  حاورت 

القدس إلى الأبد،§¡��
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٢١ �شر�ن الثاني
تقدمة س�یدتنا مريم العذراء 

ودخولها إلى الهیكل



في تدخل  هي  ها  والتجديد،  التقديس  مسيرة  في  الكنيسة  دخلت  أن   بعد 
 عالم البشارات، الخبر المفرح بدأ يظهر مع من هو السابق ليسوع أي يوحنا
العظمى البشارة  إلى  ستهيؤنا  التي  الأولى  البشارة   .هذه 

ص. لقد بدأ وعد الله يتحقق، إنه زمن الإنتظار. بالمخلِّ

لا الذي  جاء"  الرَّ "إنجيل  إسم  ا  لزكريَّ الملاك  بشارة  على  نُطلق  أن   نستطيع 
الكين بحسب رسومه ووصاياه بأمانة، والمتَّكلين  يخيّب المؤمنين باللّه، السَّ
ه سيّد التَّاريخ. فيحافظون على هذه العلاقة معه  على عنايته، لإيمانهم بأنَّ
ا وأليصابات بدون لوم، فكان أن استجاب لاة. بهذا الإيمان سلك زكريَّ  بالصَّ
لهما كانت  يخوخة  الشَّ سنّ  وفي  صلاتهما،   الله 

البُشرى بِوَلَدٍ طالما انتظراه.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed 
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the 
deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen 
George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families 
(L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all 
their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Nabih Saad 
and his children (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Rahib Saad Tannous and his wife & his son Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum
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عاجزاً جعله  زوجته،  وعقر  البشرية  الطبيعة  ضعف  الى  نظر  الذي  زكريا   إن 
ة كلمته، فوقع في الشك. لقد شكّ الكاهن  عن النظر الى قدرة الله وقوَّ
 معتبراً كلام الملاك كلاماً بشرياً، دون أن يترك للإيمان في قلبه مجالاً فعليّاً.
 وهو الكاهن  البار والخبير بالكتب الإلهية. إن برَّ زكريا توقف عند الممارسات
 والشعائر التقوية ولم يصِل الى عمق الإيمان الذي يطال الكيان البشري في
 الصميم. أنّ برَّ زكريا لم يكن كافياً لإستقبال الأحداث الإلهية، ولا يفتح قلب
الإنسان على عمل الله وقدرته. لذلك أعطى الله لزكريا، من خلال ملاكه،

فرصةً من الصمت لكي يفتح قلبه الى الآية.

 إن ما كان يحتاجه زكريا ونحتاجه نحن اليوم هو ذرّةٌ من الإيمان. لأن بالإيمان
 يتحرر الإنسان ليدخل في شراكة مع الله عندها يصبح كل شيء في الحياة
 مجالاً لتعميق خبرة الإيمان ولإكتشاف وجه الله المحب والمعزّي. إذاً بشارة
وعدم إيماننا  تجديد  الى  اليوم  يدعونا  خلاصي  حدث  لنا  بالنسبة  هي   زكريا 

  الشك بقدرة الله.

الإيمان، ثوب  يلبسنا  أن  المبارك  الأحد  هذا  في  الله  من  نطلب  أن   ويبقى 
 ويُغّطينا بغطاء البرارة، ويعطينا نعمة الصمت  بها نغوص الى عمق القلب

فنسمعه يتكلم فينـــــا. آمين.
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الإنجیل

�ا، فقَدَ استُجِیبَت  لا تخََفْ یا زَكَرِی
صَلاتكَُ


