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Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who
do you say that | am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday marks the commencement of a new liturgical year
within our Maronite Church, as we observe the Sunday of the
Consecration of the Church. This day draws its historical foundation
from the Old Testament, where Solomon instituted a seven-day
festival to consecrate the temple he had built. Today, the Church
extends an invitation to all of us to reflect on the foundation and
nature of the Church, as well as how to belong to it and participate
in building it up.

In the Gospel reading, Jesus poses a fundamental question to His
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Mt 16:13)
The disciples' response initially begins with "Some say," reflecting
reliance on local traditions and rumours. But Jesus wanted to
question their belief: “But who do you say that | am?” (Mt 16:15)

In that moment, Peter was the first to respond: “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). Through the Gospels,
we see Peter as the impulsive and vigilant one. He believed with a
sincere heart, relying on God's voice within him that revealed the
identity of the Son.

After Simon Peter’s declaration, Jesus responds by saying, "You are
the rock, and on this rock, | will build my Church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it." (Mt 16:18) Christ, according to God's
plan, establishes the Church, desiring all who believe in Him and
follow Him to live in communion with one another. He founded the
Church, particularly through His death on the Cross, where He
reconciled humanity with God and with one other.

The Church is the community led by Jesus Christ, called to live in
two interconnected dimensions: a vertical communion with God
and a horizontal fellowship among the believers. This communion
has a visible aspect, manifesting through the common
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Isa 54:1,3,5-8,10
Heb 9: 1-12
Mt 16: 13-20

proclamation of faith, and shared worship, particularly in the
Eucharist. Every believer, without exception, is entrusted with the
duty of building the Church through establishing a community of
love.

Just as the Lord’s question challenged the disciples, it challenges
us as well: “But who do you say that | am?” This question awaits a
personal and clear answer from each of us. This prompts us to
reflect on our own relationship with Christ - do we merely echo
what we have been told, or have we truly experienced, felt, and
known Him?

The beginning of the liturgical year is an opportunity to deepen our
understanding of the mystery of Christ, renew our commitment to
Him faithfully, and contribute to building the Church by actively
participating in its mission to live in communion with God and with
one another.

As we enter this Sunday, which prepares us for the Season of the
Birth of the Lord, our hearts are filled with a fervent prayer for peace
in the Holy Land, the very birthplace of our Saviour. In this season of
hope, our thoughts are with the innocent souls who are enduring
the burdens of war, and we pray for peace.

I wish you a Blessed Sunday and a Blessed New Liturgical Year!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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“Set aside for God”

| love the month of November, for several reasons, and not only
because it’s my birth month. November is a season for lifting our
hearts and minds to Heaven, as we begin to prepare for the coming of
our promised Messiah. It’s a time of commemorating the Saints,
remembering all the Holy Souls that have gone before us, as well as
the Consecration and Renewal of the Church, followed by many
events that precede the Birth of Our Lord. All of these liturgical
celebrations can be likened to any ordinary family in our own times
preparing for the birth of a baby. So many announcements and
preparations leading up to the big event. Of course, the big event for
us Christians at this time of year, is Christmas. The focus of getting
our homes in order for the Nativity of Jesus is also applied to the
Consecration of our Church - preparing Her for the Bridegroom.

So why do we remember the dead in November, when we’re
preparing for a newborn in December? Perhaps this is to remind us to
be grateful for the gift of life, even though we are destined for death.
If I look back at how my spiritual journey began, | have to admit the
major changes in my life took place when | was working as a florist in
Rookwood Cemetery from 1998-2001. Yes, it was in the cemetery
where my prayer life sprouted and blossomed. Every day | found
myself praying for the dead that surrounded me, and for those who
were escorted in the entourage of vehicles, to be laid to rest in the
ground from which they came. Each prayer for those souls took my
mind and my heart into heavenly thoughts and desires beyond this
life - that’s when God called me to consecrated life.

The dictionary defines the word ‘consecration’ to mean: make holy or
dedicate to a higher purpose. When | was consecrated as a member

of a missionary community, it was made clear to me that my life
would be set aside for the service of God. This meant that | would
serve the Lord within my existing vocation of wife and mother, in
other ways according to God’s Will in my state of life. It’s not difficult
to serve the Lord wholeheartedly when we’ve entrusted our families
and our lives into His tender care. The same applies to the
Priesthood and to the Church, consecrated for the ultimate purpose
of service and worship of God.

When we declare that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God”,
we consecrate our lives to Him, and upon our hearts we allow Jesus
to build whatever He desires. As long as Jesus is our stronghold, the

gates of hell will not prevail.
Salwa Elias

These words mean
to adore God as the Lord of
everything that exists: to render
to him the individual and
community worship which is his due;
to pray to him with sentiments of

QUESTION

praise, of thanks, and of supplication;
to offer him sacrifices, above all the
spiritual sacrifice of one's own life,
united with the perfect sacrifice of
Christ; and to keep the promises
and vows made to him

Him alone"
ew 4:10)9
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CHRISTMAS PARTY %z
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$50 tickets

BLACK TIE FORMNAL EVENT
OLOL HALL
ENQUIRIES: RACHEL - 0477 276 077

How to Enter
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cing-Charbel Tarabay
Christmas Card Compatition
PO Box 385
STRATHFIELD NSW 2135
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SATURDAY 4.6 PM
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in the Seniors Room
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1o halp him design his 2023 Christmas Card.

Australio,
2. Entrants must be Maranite o students
enrolled in a Maronite School
3. Inchide the student’s full n
level, and parant/guardion eontact detalls
{email and phona number).

4. Multiple entries per student will be
accepted.

T

Guidelines for Entry

1. Entries must reflect the spirit of Ghristmos.

Tuesday 7th | 6:45pm
Multiple spots available or to book a
time that best suits you:

Contact Elana on 0466 283 883
Rosehill Blood Service

There is the option to donate whole blood or just plasma. /
ﬂ j Donating whole blood takes only about ))&K
) YOUTT

1o 10-15 minutes

school, year

Competition closes
Friday 24 Novembar

Winners announced

FREE OUTDOOR EVENT

16.2023



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 5 November:

Consecration of the Church

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Frieda Youssef Fares widow of
the late Mehsen Badwi Abboud from Asnoun

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Youssef Said Katrib from
Karem Al Mohr

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Ghosn Antonios Ghosn from
Al Khraibe-Akkar

Monday 6 November:

10:30am Funeral of the late Jacques Adib Joumaa from Qnat
6:00pm Late Alice Boutros Bou Rached from Bazoun widow of
the late Laurence Maroun from Barsa

Tuesday 7 November:
10:30am Funeral of the late Hanneh Saba from Hadchit widow
of the late Jamil Gerges Sahyoun from Kfarfou

Wednesday 8 November:

10:30am Funeral of the late Antonios Youssef Makhlouf from
Bkaakafra

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Munnouche Tannous Youssef
Lahoud widow of the late Maurice Tannous Romanos from
Kfarsghab

Thursday 9 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Bernadette Antonios Abi Rizk
from Aintourine wife of Sarkis Chahid Nakad from Kfardlakos

Friday 10 November:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Jamil Sajih Wehbe from
Blouza

Saturday 11 November:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Bob Semaan Chahine from
Hweich Akkar

Sunday 12 November:

Renewal of the Church

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Sakis Boulos Ghaleb
Frangieh from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Ousama Eid Al Twal from
Jordan

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 29/10/2023
Plates: $12,565 | Donations: $- | Candles: $297
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,387,126 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,111,248 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

WHAT HAPPENED / ~

\ i . What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
Peter's Confession of Christ small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I
am?" Matthew 16:15 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 16:13-20 (NIV)

Last Saturday

Our youth held their first ever youth night market. The night was
an amazing success with many people pf all ages attending.
There were endless food choices up for grabs, stalls to browse
g and purchase some goods, along with entertainment to dance
the night away. A big thank you to all the vendors and all who
attended the night, if it wasn’t for you all the night would not

i — have been a success. THANK YOU!

LLLF

On Tuesday night

o] The Family of Divine Word came together for their weekly talk.
Our talk was given by Fr John-Paul Bassil and we explored
further on the topic “Put on Love” from Colossians 3:12-17.

ACROSS DOWN

1. Persons; men, women, and 2. The name that Jesus called
children; human beings Simon

4. Alarge stone that sticks up out 3. A persons who speaks for God

of the ground or the sea 5. To speak
7. Amale parent 6. The whole body of believers in _ o
8. The Messiah, as foretold by the Christ Together with St Joseph’s Parish we remembered our departed
prophets 9. A male child in relation to his loved ones in memory of all soul’s day. Mass was held at the
10. An adult male human being parents Mausoleum Chapel at Rookwood cemetery.
At OLOL the senior’s committee along with our seniors came
PETER FATHER PEOPLE SON CHRIST together for Mass, Lunch and entertainment.
PROPHET ROCK MAN CHURCH SAY

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.

Copynght © Sermons 4 Kids, Inc. * All rights reserved » www sermons4kids com
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OLOL Vocations A
Discernment Group

"Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

HOLY MASS | MORNING

Spiritual nourishment for the
with guest speakers & activities for

ﬁ:": Pru er | Fellowshi
ovember 202
10AM | OLOL

Comion 5“5’;’3;1;’5‘5’;:"‘ By d or email famllvcommlttee@olol org.au

we AR€ HIRING
Accessible Church

e Sales
b Assistant

Beginning Sunday

5 November 2023
10.30am
= o CASUAL POSITION
s, Day/time: Sundays and every The Divine
e Sunday i Applicant must:
; Sacrifice of the PP :
Location: St Elias Chapel, thereafter

Maronite College of the
Holy Family (MCHF)

Access: Gate 6, Weston
o St Harris Park, MCHF.
Parking en Weston St

[D Info: Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435 764 824

Mass
celebrated for
autistic people of
all ages and their

immediate family.

= o/ autism | Acpect
Supported by spectrum | Autism Friendly

+ Have Previous Retail Sales & Inventory
experience
» Speaks English & Arabic

« Ability to work a flexible schedule that will

include weekends and public holidays.
« Able to work cohesively in a team
environment.
= Ability to work under pressure.

SEND Us YOUR REfUME TO
giftshop@ololorgau

Liturgical Calendar Cycle




UPCOMING EVENTS
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The future of Lebanon passes ﬁrst
through the school.
In the face of crises in Lebanon, children are being forced out of school.

This represents the biggest threat to the education of an entire generation.
Please donate to the Lebanese School Appeal

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE.ORG.AU/APPEALS
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000
SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION

17 - 19 NOVEMBER 2023

FOR MEN AND WOMEN DISCERNING THEIR VOCATION
BENEDICT XVI RETREAT CENTRE
REGISTER BY 1 NOVEMBER 2023

COST:$350

For bookings contac t
Elie Fares | 0490 933 481 | fares_ wlinohu:mail com

During the historic visit of our Patriarch, His Beatitude and
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, the Maronite
Eparchy launched the Lebanese School Appeal. The appeal
has raised $531,044.69 which will go directly towards the
school fees of 700 students across 12 schools in Lebanon.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this appeal
so far.

Given the increasing number of families struggling to pay
school fees, the Eparchy has decided to continue the
campaign to support even more students, especially during
the Holy season of Christmas; a time of giving, joy, and
peace in our Lord Jesus.

Your help will make a difference; donations can be made
through the envelopes provided in the church, by contact-
ing our Parish office, or visiting www.maronite.org.au/ap-
peals. More information is also in our newsletters and on
Parish and Eparchy social media pages.

With your help, we can continue to contribute to building a
better future for children in Lebanon because the “future of
Lebanon passes first through the school”.
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Vocations retreat for men and women

The Maronite Eparchy is holding a vocations
retreat for anyone discerning the diaconate.
priesthood or religious life from 17-19 November
at Benedict XVI Retreat Centre (347 Grose Wold
Rd. Grose Wold NSW). The retreat is open to
both men and women.

Registrations are open until 1 November 2023.
For more information or to book
please email fares_elica@hotmail.com
or call on 0490 933 48lI.

Please share with anyone who may be interested
as we do not want anyone to miss out: if the
cost is anissue please also contact Elie for a

confidential discussion.



As we celeprate the Sunday of the Consecration to the
Church at the beginning of this new Liturgical Year in
ouwr Maronite Church. the second plate collections
taken during VIGILS ON SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER and
MASSES ON SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2023 willbe
dedicated to the clergy retirement and welfare inthe
Eparchy. We thank you for your support and donations,
and ask you to pray for all spiritual fathers,
consecrating their lives for the service of the Eucharist
and the Sacraments and the Word of God
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their deceased family & friends, Badaoui Ant Reaiche, Phil

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the
departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Estephan Aboud & Dibe Aboud
(B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) Saideh Chidiac & her daughter Laurice (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid
George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban
Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzah
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all
Reaiche (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih
Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Georges Shammas (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) KarmaY: ine & Sayed Y: ine (Z)

| families, Wahideh Touma Kh y (L) (M) Youssef




