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Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter
into the joy of your master’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents;
see, | have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a
few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master’ Then the one who had received the one talent
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied,
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent

from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; Sixth Sunday after
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ Mt 25: 14-30 the Glorious Cross

Prov 6: 6-11

Month of
the Holy Rosary

. "The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon.
Use it with confidence and you'll be
amazed at the results."
St. Josemaria Escriva.

country to have received a full Synod from the Catholic Church.

His relationship with Lebanon was further exemplified in a papal
letter he wrote to the Catholic bishops in 1989, emphasising that
“Lebanon is more than a country, it is a message of freedom and
an example of pluralism for East and West.” This message served
as a model for defining Lebanon's identity.

The Pope's heartfelt connection with Lebanon extended to his
concern for the suffering Lebanese people. His Holiness recognised
that resolving these challenges required international assistance as
well as internal renewal and reforms that prioritise the common
good over individual or sectarian interests.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We celebrate this Sunday the feast day of a much-beloved Pope, Saint
John Paul Il. On this occasion, we reflect on the profound impact of a
leader who left an indelible mark on the Catholic Church and the

/ ! . Pope John Paul Il's deep affection for Lebanon and his tireless efforts
world. His papacy, spanning nearly three decades, was characterised

for peace continue to influence the papacy today. Pope Francis'

by a deep commitment to faith, peace, and the dignity of every
human being.

One of Pope John Paul II’s most enduring legacies was his tireless
advocacy for peace and social justice. He possessed a unique ability
to bring people together, promoting interfaith dialogue and
cooperation.

From the outset of his pontificate in 1978, Pope John Paul Il showed
a love for Lebanon and its people. He consistently called upon the
international community to support Lebanon in its pursuit of peace
and stability. A remarkable testament to this was the Special Synod
for Lebanon held in 1995, culminating in the issuance of the Apostolic
Exhortation "A New Hope for Lebanon." Notably, Lebanon is the only
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repeated emphasis on freedom, coexistence, and dialogue highlight
the enduring importance of Lebanon as an "oasis of fraternity." (1
July 2021) While Lebanon faces a myriad of challenges, the faith,
resilience, and commitment of its people, bolstered by international
support and divine guidance, offer hope for a brighter future.

At this time, we seek the intercession of Saint John Paul Il and his
prayers for peace throughout the world, especially in Gaza. We join
our voices with that of His Holiness Pope Francis, praying that
“everything possible is done to avoid a humanitarian catastrophe...
Let the weapons be silenced; let the cry for peace be heard from the
poor, from the people, from the children!” (Angelus, 18 October 2023)
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“What can | give back to the Lord?”

I can’t think of a more appropriate Gospel for this blessed Feast of
Pope Saint John Paul the Great, than today’s parable of the
talents. He was a living testimony of how to use his God-given
talents to glorify the Almighty, in his words and deeds. We may
think that our small efforts are nothing compared to those of the
saints, but God gives each according to his ability, that only God
can judge. As long as our intention is to please the Lord, He will
direct our path according to His Will. There’s only one condition -
we must use the Gifts of the Holy Spirit that were instilled into our
souls through the Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation.
Entrust all to the Lord without fear. You may ask yourself “what
can | possibly give back to the Lord?” Unsure of how we have been
gifted by the Lord, or afraid to take initiative, we unintentionally
become like the wicked and lazy servant who hid his talent.

Many years ago, during one of my nocturnal holy hours of
adoration, | noticed a fragile old man entering the adoration
chapel with great difficulty, and yet he found a way to bend and
kneel in fervent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. As | was
praying without too much difficulty, it occurred to me that this
man was offering the Lord a far greater sacrifice than all my
prayers combined. He was offering his entire self to God... his
weaknesses, his intentions, his poor health, and possibly much
more that only God could see. After several more encounters
throughout the year, with this faithful adorer, we became friends.
In fact, to this day | still call upon “Papa Joseph Tomicic” as my
prayer warrior when asking for God’s intervention. His gift is that

of accepting his struggles and offering them in reparation for
sinners. He has inspired my spiritual journey more than anyone |
know, just by his humble and prayerful nature. | feel empowered
to share the faith that | love, because of such a soul, even when |
don’t have the confidence to do so. This is how | learned to use
my own talents, or gifts, to give back to the Lord - simply by being
“me” and unafraid of acknowledging my own worth.

Accepting ourselves as a gift from God, created in His Image,
encourages us to embrace the love that He has instilled into our
hearts. | remember reading something on a gift card that said
“The love in your heart wasn’t put there to stay. Love isn’t love ‘til
you give it away”. So don’t be afraid to share your gifts, because
that’s why God gave them to you, according to your ability.

Salwa Elias

Human life must be
respected because it is
sacred. From its beginning,
human life involves the creative
action of God and it remains forever in a
special relationship with the Creator, who
is its sole end. It is not lawful for anyone
directly to destroy an innocent human

QUESTION

being. This is gravely contrary to the
dignity of the person and the holiness of
the Creator. "Do not slay the innocent
and the righteous"
(Exodus 23:7).
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sunday 22 October: Sunday 29 October:

6th Sur¥da after the Glorious Cross 7th Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30 40yD Mass for the late R Eli ife of 8:00am Sodality Mass and ordination of new members
M.t am F ﬁ% assk or ?AlaMe hose las wite o 9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Mtanious Chalhoub
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Said Azzi from Daraya
F * :m B ay Mass tor the late Michel Said Azzi 11:00am One Year Mass for the late Antoinette Elias

rom Haret Baassir Sader widow of the late Fares Boutros Sader from Dareb

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Marcel Matta from ELSim - Saida

Arjes 5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late William Badwi Abou
Antoun from Imar

Monday 23 October: , , 7:00pm Mass for the end of the “Month of the Holy

10:30am Funeral of the late Michel Leba Sassine Rosary” celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine -

from Hadchit Charbel Tarabay followed by procession.

Friday 27 October:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antoine Youssef Abi

- Arrange from Sebhel
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 15/10/2023

Saturday 28 October: ‘ Plates: $13,631 | Donations: $400 | Candles: $328

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Habib Hanna El PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

Takchi from Blouza CYPC: $3,387,126 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,111,248 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

On Saturday. The Sodality committee along
with Fr Youwakim spent the day at St Francis in
Kellyville for their retreat.

The day included a talk, followed by Mass and
Adoration & Lunch. It was a beautiful day!

NEVER TIRE,
AND NEVER BECOME
DISCOURAGED.

BE NOT AFRAID."

Blessed Feast
of Saint
Pspe Jobn Paul 11

Pray for us and intercede for us always!
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OLOL Vocations

Discernment Group

"Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

P | Fellowshi ‘
i Rvamber 303 150t g
10AM | OLOL ;
Contact: Sugggsuﬁzri Jggzph Khoury :t!]
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Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral

Z

Nlidh

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay invites all Maronite students
to help him design his 2023 Christmas Card.

Guidelines for Entry

1. Entries must reflect the spirit of Christmas.
Consider incorporating elements from the
Golden Jubilee of the Marenite Eparchy of
Australia.

& a prayer book

SAVE THE DATE

2. Entrants must be Maronite or students
Second Prize - $100 cash enrolled in a Maronite School.

& a prayer book 3. Include the student's full name, school, yea
level, and parent/guardian contact details
(email and phone number).

4. Multiple entries per student will be 4
accepted,

ERIE
BAIKING:

THURSDAY & FRI i
26 October 27 October

How to Enter
Post original artwerk to: v‘

- Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay \ .
Christmas Card Competition
PO Box 385

STRATHFIELD NSW 2135

Competition closes
Friday 24 November

Starting 6am in the lower
car park

Winners announced

OR scan and email: Friday 8 December
/High resolution JPEG or PDF to
/. jubileeamaronite.org.au 'Y

Cnce submitted, artworks become the property of
K. Ay«_ Maronite Eparchy of Australia. 5’%
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FLAME

RUNS EVERY
SATURDAY 4-6 PM

in the Youth Centre

coMEALIVE

YEAR10 TO 12

RUNS FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAY 7-9 PM

in the Seniors Room

@ RACHEL 0477 27 60 77

OLOLMARONITEFLAMES

VOCAT RE
BEHOLD THE

Lt o/ God

The Mystierices.

Presented by Fr Charbel.

JOHN 1:29

17 - 19 NOVEMBER 2023

FOR MEN AND WOMEN DISCERNING THEIR VOCATION

BENEDICT XVI RETREAT CENTRE
COST 8350
REGISTER BY 1 NOVEMBER 2023

For bookings contact

Suacramernt
of Rc:ﬁncilialiml

Reconciling with God
Wednesday 18th Oct | 8pm

Who am | to Judge Others?
Wednesday 25th Oct | 8pm

Elie Fares | 0490 933 481 | fares_eliea@hotmail.com
Location: St Maroun Room - Ground Floor CYPC
(first room to the left)
Adoration
“Have mercy, O Lord! Have mercy on your
people!"

Thursday 26 October 2023 at 8pm
celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
We offer up our prayers and intentions for all who
are suffering in the Middle East.

B
.dwadoll \5\a|JU| ot At Jal o dlog pgw pgy wgsy (Jgll Gupisi €V Judoll deoall pgy yawadi I guywipé bl dwlas Ligeay
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9 (Gglwii cbpllalia oY (Jisllg waiallg Lall 5)g9 Ladgig cauyall dalwi! |_||g.|o|u|ﬁ_LUL| Gllno carill aaa e duigjlol! Lileyll
"lélieih pngl ey b payl " zalll plolg groadl plol diiluill dolysll

His Holiness Pope Francis has called for next Friday 27 October to be a day of fasting and prayer for peace in the Holy
Land.

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay also asks to dedicate prayers and Eucharistic Adoration throughout the coming week in all
Maronite parishes for the intention of silencing the weapons and an immediate stop to war, violence, and killing, as the
lives of allinnocent people are equal in human dignity before everyone and before God: "Have mercy, O Lord! Have mercy

on your people!"
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During the historic visit of our Patriarch, His Beatitude and

e Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, the Maronite

¥ 5Grars Eparchy launched the Lebapese $chool Appeal. The appeal
MARONITE has raised $531,044.69 which will go directly towards the
A ~UsTrALIA school fees of 700 students across 12 schools in Lebanon.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this appeal
so far.

L E BA N E Given the increasing number of families struggling to pay
school fees, the Eparchy has decided to continue the

campaign to support even more students, especially during
the Holy season of Christmas; a time of giving, joy, and
peacein our Lord Jesus.

Your help will make a difference; donations can be made

IN COLLABORATION WITH MARONITES ON MISSION through the envelopes provided in the church, by contact-
= ing our Parish office, or visiting www.maronite.org.au/ap-

peals. More information is also in our newsletters and on
Parish and Eparchy social media pages.

The future of Lebanon passes first
: With your help, we can continue to contribute to building a

m-?‘(mgh the school. better future for children in Lebanon because the “future of

Lebanon passes first through the school”.
In the face of crises in Lebanon, children are being foreed out of school.

This represents the biggest threat to the education of an entire generation. Jlo Jluaylsll dppadl Lol dhie atalill gLl Jua
Please donate to the Lebanese School Appeal g 10“ . @lLb| 5 QJ alall ) uﬁ-llnu-;lﬂl " Jku Ly
D ole giai Lagw Uga OMIL-€€,19 Ciaoa a8g adilidll

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE.ORG.AU/APPEALS AL go bl dls Lo duwjao 1T (o wllbs V-

CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 88310000

SHOLLD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION loal 53 plail pe> w6 s go U< il 8llo gy
¥ ) bluall yawi ge aalell Olilell aac abiajy i g4lg
dizor go Ugleill dligjlell dbbpll Cjjs cdiuyaoll
jujaig dailio Maronites on Mission)) "dligjloll dallull"
o8 lognd wolllall o psT23¢ peal Cilchiill godg dloal
-ggun Ll plhullg pjéllg clhell (o] cyuiasoll allioll (o]

psiSos gl dunidll JAlao le Wlaleo ggand cdodbuoll
roighislUl gagoll ajlj ol dicyl wiilses JLaill
www.maronite.org.au/appeals

ol digeyll apiill deilio pdifos Wlogleoll Jo aujollg
Lauipll s gl psile) o eloinll dolgill Jilwg
Jiéino cliyy Jgoablnig wllhall Liglé Jgajal psiacluiog
" dwpaoll pe Ugl Joj ulid drsimo” i) pgl Juaal

Procession
L 4 End of month of the
Holy Rosary

w\\._ Sunday 29 October 2023
' Mass at 7pm

celebrated by His Excellency
Registrations for Bishop Antoine Charbel

First Holy Communion for 2024 are Tarabay,
now open online. followed by procession at 8pm

. . . on church grounds.
To register, Please visit our website:
www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we F
departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia B
Bazouni (C) (D) Viviane Dahdah, Linda Draybi, Peter Draybi (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey, Shmooni El Hos
(F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhri, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhri, Emile Ibrahim Fakhri (G) Helen George, Majid George, Ezat Gerges (H) Maurice & Martha Ja
Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) Jalile Ishak, Bakhos Ishak, Youssef Isaac (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K
Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Gh: , Therese Melh Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert B
(0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Ye f Mikhael Shah Boutros & Therese Sassine an
Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Yousef & Mountaha & Mariam & Said Taouk (U) (V) ('
Zahra




