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As Jesus came out of the temple and was going way, his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. Then he
asked them, You see all these, do you not? Truly | tell you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will
be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, ‘l am the Messiah!” and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars;
see that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.
“Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of my name.
Then many will fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead
many astray. And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved. And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations;
and then the end will come. Mt 24:1-14
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“Endure to the end”

Christ died as a ransom for our sins, so that we may have life,
and so that ALL may come to the knowledge of the Truth and
be saved. | know we’ve heard this many times, but if we truly
reflect upon these words in prayer, the Lord will reveal to us
the power of endurance in trials. What does it mean anyway,
“to endure”? If | think about my fellow brethren in Lebanon,
and all the trials they’ve had to go through - war, famine,
disaster, poverty, persecution, etc. there is nothing worthy of
complaint in my life here in Australia. In fact, | feel ashamed to
complain when God has provided for my family in so many
ways over the years, even in times of desperation when hope
seemed so far away. God is Good....all the time. Accepting the
current situation, praying that God will provide strength, and
trusting that He will provide whatever is needed - this is how
endurance is tested in such moments.

Over the past week in our Eparchy, we’ve been celebrating the
goodness of God and His Divine Providence, with our Maronite
Patriarch in this Golden Jubilee Year. Many outside our
community do not understand why we’ve put so much effort
into this Patriarchal Visit, which is a milestone for our Eparchy.
Having been involved with many members of the organizing
teams for this monumental visit, | can honestly say that our
Maronites in Australia are exemplary in their love and respect
for our Church and for one another. Living role models of
endurance and holy perseverance. Not many people are
privileged as | am, to work with the Clergy and Religious,
witnessing great faith and humility in times of adversity and
opposition. | see a “father” in our Patriarch, who loves and
cares for the children of his flock, as does our beloved Bishop.
Others may not see what | see. I’'ve heard complaints and I've
heard compliments. Both come from our own personal and

very different perspectives. But, what does God see? This is
what | ask myself whenever I’'m tempted to judge another
soul... “what does God see”?

In everything we say or do, let us always remember that “God
sees me” and this should be the basic starting point and
foundation from which our perspective grows. If things don’t
happen as we expect, or imagine, let us try to accept our
situation with humility and a sense of ‘self-offering” instead of
complaining. This is what it means “to endure” - to be united
with the Cross of Christ in His sufferings. There is value and joy
in suffering when we understand that we are embraced by the
Love of Christ when we cling to Him on that Sacred Cross of
suffering and humiliation. This is the mark of sanctity, as we
journey through this earthly life, preparing us to enter eternal
life in Christ, for those who endure to the end.

Salwa Elias

The New Law or the
Law of the Gospel, proclaimed
and fulfilled by Christ, is the fullness
and completion of the divine law, natural
and revealed. It is summed up in the
commandment to love God and neighbor and
to love one another as Christ loved us. It is also
an interior reality: the grace of the Holy Spirit
which makes possible such love. It is "the law of
freedom" (James 1:25) because it inclines us to
act spontaneously by the prompting of charity.

QUESTION

What is
the New Law

or the Law of
the Gospel ?

"The New Law is mainly the same grace of
the Holy Spirit which is given to believers
in Christ." (Saint Thomas Aquinas)

ANSWER

N UPCOMING EVENTS

OLOL Vocations
Group

"Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

Prayer | Fellowship
7 October 2023
10AM | OLOL

Contact: Subdeacon Joseph Khoury I
0405 122 064

I
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Ccrics.

Presented by Fr Charbel.

Is it really the Body and
Blood of Christ?

Part One ﬁ

Wednesday 27th Sep | 8pm

Part Two
Wednesday 4th Oct | 8pm

Location: St Maroun Room = Ground Floor CYPC
(first room to the left)

Registrations for

® First Holy Communion for 2024

is now open online.

To register
Please visit our website:

www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms
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Sunday 24 September:
2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross

8:00am Mass

11:00am Golden Jubilee Solemn Mass of the Maronite
Eparchy celebrated by our Patriarch, His Beatitude &
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai at Ken
Rosewall Arena Sydney Olympic Park Homebush

Monday 25 September:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Josephine Sader wife
of Salim Boutros Andraos from Ain Ebel

Tuesday 26 September:
6:00pm The late Zalfa Youssef Kozah from Deir Al Ahmar
(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 27 September:
7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Wajih Sarkis Mawad
from Ehden Zgharta

Thursday 28 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Youssef Tannous Maroun
Gerges from Karem Al Mohr

Friday 29 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rimon Fouad Ibrahim
from Howara
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PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOA

MondayMandala.com —

Saturday 30 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Youssef Sarkis Sadek
from Zgharta

Sunday 1 October:
3rd Sunday after the Glorious Cross - Feast of the Holy
Rosary

6:00am Holy Rosary

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Marie Nakhle Jabour
from Karem Saddeh

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Salwa Boulos Khoury
widow of the late Saadallah Chafic Younan from Wadi
Qannoubine

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Antoinette Chamel
Antonios from Mazraat Al Teffah

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 17/09/2023

Plates: $16,371 | Donations: $850 | Candles: $1,933
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,400,833 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,116,546 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED / x
IN YOUR PARISH E

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Fersen Al Adra OLOL went on an excursion to Saint Charbel Maronite
Parish where the Saint Charbel Fersen Al Adra and children invited OLOL
Fersen Al Adra leaders and children to join together as one Maronite
family in Prayer. Procession was led by Saint Charbel Fersen Al Adra
Chaplain Fr Yuhana.

We were absolutely thrilled with a brief visit by His Beatitude Mar
Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai at our parish. During his visit, His
Beatitude blessed the new Statue of Our Lady of Lebanon, bringing us all
immense joy and spiritual blessings then he proceeded to our beloved
church, where he gave his blessings and had the chance to meet with a
few of our parishioners on his way to the Maronite College of the Holy
Family

We joined as one to spend time with Jesus in Adoration with His
Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai. It was a beautiful night
spent with Jesus in prayer and reflection. What a beautiful opportunity
to have His Beatitude celebrate Adoration with us in this golden jubilee
year at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. It was a blessing to have you
visit our parish!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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The MYO are having their first ever
Youth Night Markets!! It’ll be a night full of fun, food, music and dancing!
If you or anyone you know has a business, please consider assisting us through
sponsoring our new and upcoming Youth event on October 28th!

All proceeds will be used to support our youth in flourishing and the various
sponsorship packages provide a range of advertising opportunities for your
business.

For enquiries and further details, please private message @olol_youth on
Instagram or email myoexec@olol.org.au

| g&:ﬁ&g ptailun MK‘%

SUNDAY 2B NOV 23

FLAME

RUNS EVERY
SATURDAY 4-6 PM
in the Youth Centre

coMEALIVE

YEAR 10 TO 12

RUNS FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAY 7-9 PM

in the Seniors Room

Jam - 4pm
sept s Centre Baulkham Hills

@ RACHEL 0477 27 60 77

OLOLMARONITEFLAMES
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray fo

Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey, Lamia El-Khouri (F) (G) Helen George, Majid Geo

& Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Ba
Karam, Genevieve Khoury & the departed souls of the Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) Jamal Milad Lichaa, All
of Lichaa Family (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Mo
Maroun & His son George Maroun (N) All the deceased of Nehme Family (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased frol
All the deceased of Roumanos Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Sa

Mtanious Semsem Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Kevin & Emile Saad, All the living & departed of the family of Lina Saba Saba (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Emile Youssef M




