
Thirteenth Sunday
of Pentecost

Gen 2: 8-10, 15-17
1Cor 3: 1-11 
Lk 8: 1-15

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am currently visiting our Maronite parishes in Melbourne to 
celebrate with them the Feast of the Assumption and welcome 
the arrival of the relics of our saints in this Golden Jubilee Year 
of our Eparchy. The warmth of the reception that our 
communities across Australia have extended to these sacred 
relics is truly heartening.

On this 13th Sunday of Pentecost in the Maronite Church, we 
reflect on the Parable of the Sower and on the wisdom in this 
story that Jesus told. In this parable, Jesus focuses on the soil, 
for it is within the soil that the seeds of His Divine Word find 
their abode.

God, the farmer, scatters the seeds of His Word with a 
generous hand, casting them upon every possible terrain. 
However, not all soil is equally receptive, and herein lies the 
lesson of this parable. The story mirrors our lives, where our 
hearts serve as the soil in which the seeds of divine truth take 
root.

Let us consider the path, beaten and trodden upon. These are 
the hearts that hear the Word but allow it to be swiftly 
snatched away by distractions. Next, we ponder the rocky 
ground, where the Word takes root initially but struggles to 
find sustenance and depth. These are hearts that, when faced 
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with difficulty, falter and retreat from the faith. And then there 
are the thorns, symbolic of the cares of the world that stifle 
the growth of the Word within us.

And finally, we reflect on the seeds that land on the fertile 
ground, the good soil that welcomes the seeds of God's Word 
with an open heart. These are the souls that not only receive 
the Gospel but also tend to it, nurture it, and let it flourish 
within them. 

The parable is simple but carries profound lessons. It 
uncovers the very obstacles that we encounter in our pursuit 
for spiritual maturity. In essence, we embody each type of soil.

There are times when we stray from the path, much like seeds 
outside the field. When we sin, we may lose our way. Yet, by 
acknowledging our mistakes, seeking repentance, and 
accepting forgiveness, we can return on the path of holiness.

We might also resemble the seed on rocky ground, initially 
accepting the Word but failing to nourish it through the 
sacraments, prayer, and reading the Word of God. Such 
negligence can lead to a withering of our spiritual life. Our call 
is to be vigilant in nurturing our faith, growing it through God's 
grace.

THE GOSPEL
Jesus went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were 
with him, as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herodʼs steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided 
for them out of their resources.  When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to him, he said in a 
parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of 
the air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew with it and choked it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he 
called out, “Let anyone with ears to listen!” Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others I speak in parables, so that ʻlooking they may not 
perceive, and listening they may not understand.̓  “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path 
are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and 
be saved. The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they 
believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall away. As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but 
as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. But as 
for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear 
fruit with patient endurance.  Lk 8:1-15  

Message from the Bishop

And then there are the thorns, symbolising the worldly 
distractions that choke our spiritual growth. Anxieties and 
material desires can eclipse the truth of the Word of God. Our 
challenge is to engage with life's blessings and responsibilities 
while keeping our hearts attuned to God's guidance. 

We are called to be awake to this calling. Our aim should be to 
mirror the fruitful soil, allowing the seeds of God's Word to 
flourish within us. So, on this Sunday, we raise our prayers to 

the Heavenly Lord, the ultimate sower, to cultivate within us 
hearts of good soil that readily accepts His Word, grows our 
faith, and nurtures relationships with Him and with one 
another. May we grow into faithful stewards of His divine 
teachings, enabling the flourishing of God's kingdom within 
our hearts. Amen.
 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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These are the sacred 
signs instituted by the Church 

to sanctify different circumstances 
of life. They include a prayer 

accompanied by the sign of the cross 
and other signs. Among the sacramentals 

which occupy an important place are: 
blessings, which are the praise of God 

and a prayer to obtain his gifts, the 
consecration of persons and the 

dedication of things for the 
worship of God.

ANSWER

What
are the 

sacramentals

QUESTION

“Planting good seeds”

Itʼs not easy trying to explain to a 3-year old why food and 
sleep are necessary for their wellbeing, or why daily baths are 
important. With the help of a few examples and analogies, plus 
a little debating of course, there may be a spark of 
understanding…maybe. I guess thatʼs how we appear before 
the Wisdom of God – like infants learning to walk, in need of 
assistance as we stumble and fall along the way. Jesus knew 
that not all have ears to hear, and would require a parable to 
enlighten their minds to His message. But, what can I take 
away from this parable of the sower today?

Years ago, I heard someone say “the path to hell is paved with 
good intentions” and it didnʼt resonate with me, until I became 
more involved in community services and media. I wondered if 
this could be true, upon seeing reports of criminals who were 
once innocent children ʻgone bad.̓  We start off on our journey 
with many ideas and plans, hoping to make a difference in the 
world, whether it be in our careers, talents, attitudes, or 
personality. Some may run into barriers that slow us down or 
redirect our path altogether, even to the point of losing track of 
our original focus. Some find themselves in a daily battle, just 
trying to make it through the day. Others give up on everything 
they ever knew or were taught about faith and religion, 
creating a life plan of their own design. The parable of the 
sower doesnʼt seem so hard to understand now, and perhaps 
the path that was paved with good intentions has disappeared 
into a dry rock of desolation with the years.

When we believe in our purpose – planted as a good seed by 
God Himself – we cannot waiver in that belief. Perseverance is 

the fruit of such faith in ourselves and in the Creator. No 
matter how difficult the struggle, when we hold the Word of 
God in our hearts and live by the Word of God, we will endure. 
If I was asked to choose just one verse from the Bible that 
empowers me in my darkest moments, it would be Matthew 
11:28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” The Word of God is unlimited in providing 
the nourishment for our hungry souls, and this particular 
verse confirms my trust in the goodness of my Lord and my 
God. He alone can give me the rest for which my aching heart 
and body are yearning. He alone has been my comfort and my 
strength in life. He truly has been the rock upon which I 
continue to stand. Blessed be God!

Salwa Elias

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am currently visiting our Maronite parishes in Melbourne to 
celebrate with them the Feast of the Assumption and welcome 
the arrival of the relics of our saints in this Golden Jubilee Year 
of our Eparchy. The warmth of the reception that our 
communities across Australia have extended to these sacred 
relics is truly heartening.

On this 13th Sunday of Pentecost in the Maronite Church, we 
reflect on the Parable of the Sower and on the wisdom in this 
story that Jesus told. In this parable, Jesus focuses on the soil, 
for it is within the soil that the seeds of His Divine Word find 
their abode.

God, the farmer, scatters the seeds of His Word with a 
generous hand, casting them upon every possible terrain. 
However, not all soil is equally receptive, and herein lies the 
lesson of this parable. The story mirrors our lives, where our 
hearts serve as the soil in which the seeds of divine truth take 
root.

Let us consider the path, beaten and trodden upon. These are 
the hearts that hear the Word but allow it to be swiftly 
snatched away by distractions. Next, we ponder the rocky 
ground, where the Word takes root initially but struggles to 
find sustenance and depth. These are hearts that, when faced 

with difficulty, falter and retreat from the faith. And then there 
are the thorns, symbolic of the cares of the world that stifle 
the growth of the Word within us.

And finally, we reflect on the seeds that land on the fertile 
ground, the good soil that welcomes the seeds of God's Word 
with an open heart. These are the souls that not only receive 
the Gospel but also tend to it, nurture it, and let it flourish 
within them. 

The parable is simple but carries profound lessons. It 
uncovers the very obstacles that we encounter in our pursuit 
for spiritual maturity. In essence, we embody each type of soil.

There are times when we stray from the path, much like seeds 
outside the field. When we sin, we may lose our way. Yet, by 
acknowledging our mistakes, seeking repentance, and 
accepting forgiveness, we can return on the path of holiness.

We might also resemble the seed on rocky ground, initially 
accepting the Word but failing to nourish it through the 
sacraments, prayer, and reading the Word of God. Such 
negligence can lead to a withering of our spiritual life. Our call 
is to be vigilant in nurturing our faith, growing it through God's 
grace.

And then there are the thorns, symbolising the worldly 
distractions that choke our spiritual growth. Anxieties and 
material desires can eclipse the truth of the Word of God. Our 
challenge is to engage with life's blessings and responsibilities 
while keeping our hearts attuned to God's guidance. 

We are called to be awake to this calling. Our aim should be to 
mirror the fruitful soil, allowing the seeds of God's Word to 
flourish within us. So, on this Sunday, we raise our prayers to 

the Heavenly Lord, the ultimate sower, to cultivate within us 
hearts of good soil that readily accepts His Word, grows our 
faith, and nurtures relationships with Him and with one 
another. May we grow into faithful stewards of His divine 
teachings, enabling the flourishing of God's kingdom within 
our hearts. Amen.
 

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



KIDS CORNER

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 20 August:
13th Sunday of Pentecost
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Sultane Habib Moussa 
widow of the late Hanna Doumit Katrib from Karem Al 
Mohr
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Nadim Kabalan Esber 
from Kfarsghab
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Tansa Laoulach 
from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 23 August:
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Dibe Rafqa Moussa 
widow of the late Youssef Boutros Khoury from Sebhel

Friday 25 August:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Houda Boutros Bayeh 
wife of Youssef Jamil Bayeh from Kfardlakos

Saturday 26 August:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Tansa Asaad Albadaoui 
Hassarati from Blouza

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 13/08/2023
Plates: $18,568       |   Donations: $400           |   Candles: $467
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,414,444        CYPC: $37,681  INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,121,810                 UNITS: $12,352 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Sunday 27 August:
14th Sunday of Pentecost
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Cecilia Boutros 
Charara widow of the late Mustafa Issa from Saghbine 
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Jamal Youssef Gebrael 
Hssairati from Blouza wife of Youssef Saab from Hadchit
3:00pm All livings and Departed of Zgharta for the Feast 
of Our Lady of Zgharta 
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sarkis Nakhoul 
(Asfoura) from Kfardlakos

Last Saturday

We continued our feast week celebrations with our annual hafleh and 
bbq. It was a night filled with fun rides, food and entertainment. It was a 
joyful night as we all came together to celebrate this special feast. A big 
thank you to all who help with the preparations for the night and all the 

feast week events

Update on the new statue

As our new statue is awaiting to take her place atop our church. You may 
admire this beautiful statue from her current position on ground near 

the CYPC

Last Sunday

After 9:30am Mass the family committee along with Fersen held a family 
fun day! Many smiles were shared throughout the day. There was much 

to do for the kids and big ones, from rides to a 360 video booth. Food 
was served with a delicious sausage sizzle made by the team!

On Monday

We celebrated a solemn Mass for the eve of the feast of the Assumption. 
Mass was celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antione-Charbel followed 
by the unveiling, lighting, and blessing of the new stature of Our Lady of 

Lebanon. After the blessing many joined for a night of hrissi and 
entertainment.

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps 
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by 
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the 
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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The Golden Jubilee Dinner in the presence of 
His Beatitude & Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros 

Cardinal Rai, Patriarch of Antioch and All the 
East is our opportunity to come together as one 

community around our Patriarch, and help 
students in need in Lebanon.

 
Schools are on the brink of unwillingly closing 
their doors and many students are having to 
work, which is forcing them to attend school 

less frequently. While this may come as a 
surprise to so many of us, this is the reality of 
the situation in Lebanon. Shortly, we will also 

be sharing video assets to continue to promote 
the Golden Jubilee Dinner.

 
Table sales are now open, and everyone 
is invited to be a part of this event on 

Thursday 21 September 2023 at 7.00pm 
at the Grand Pavilion, Rosehill Gardens.

We are calling for your help. Please 
secure your table or sponsorship now.

Call 02 8831 0000 or email 
events@maronite.org.au



LIC. No 11062

FAX: 5361 9630  PO BOX 60 NORTHMEAD NSW 2152

613 782 0415
www.citywidetowing.com.au    info@citywide-towing.com

Thank you to our 2023 Feast Week Donors

Your support is greatly appreciated! A big thank you also to 
our anonymous donors and all our induvial parishioners who 

have contributed generously behind the scenes.



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ٢٠ آب:

الأحد الثالث عشر من زمن العنصرة
حنا  المرحوم  أرملة  موسى  حبيب  سلطانة  للمرحومة  السنة   ١١:٠٠

ضوميط القطريب من كرم المهر
٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم نديم قبلان إسبر من كفرصغاب

٧:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم ميشال طنسا لولش من حدشيت

الأربعاء ٢٣ آب:
يوسف  المرحوم  أرملة  موسى  رفقا  ديبة  المرحومة  أربعون   ٧:٠٠

بطرس الخوري من سبعل

الجمعة ٢٥ آب:
البايع  البايع زوجة يوسف جميل  ٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة هدى بطرس 

من كفردلاقوس

السبت ٢٦ آب:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم طنسا أسعد البدوي الحصيراتي من بلوزا

الأحد ٢٧ آب:
الأحد الرابع عشر من زمن العنصرة

المرحوم  أرملة  شرارة  بطرس  سيسيليا  للمرحومة  السنة   ٩:٣٠
مصطفى عيسى من صغبين 

١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة جمال يوسف جبرايل الحصيراتي من بلوزا زوجة 
يوسف صعب من حدشيت

زغرتا  سيدة  عيد  بمناسبة  زغرتا  وأموات  أحياء  نية  على  قداس   ٣:٠٠
تقدمة الجمعية 

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم سركيس نخول (عصفورة) من كفردلاقوس

أيها الآب السماوي، أعطنا روحك القدوس، لنعرفك أكثر من خلال 
إبنك، فنحقّق رغبته في الوحدة، فنثبت فيك، وندعو الجميع إليك من 
خلال تعاليمك، فلن يكون اختلافنا إلا بنظرتنا لنمو البشارة، وطرق 
العمل في كرمك، فنعرف الأرض الطيبة التي تصلح، ونعرف الطرق 
الآيلة إلى استصلاح الأخرى ليكون حصادك وفيرًا فنستحق أن نكون 
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those 
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to 
pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey, Helal Wadih Elmanhour (F) 
(G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) 
(J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Wahide Touma Khome, Keryakous Touma Khome, Touma Khome, Anise 
Morcos Khome (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased 
from their family, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children 
Kevin & Emile Saad, Saba Family (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna Family, Nick Thrum & family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum

الانسان،  حياة  في  ثمارها  وشروط  الله  كلمة  عن  اليوم  انجيل  في 
يكلمنا الرب عن الشروط المقتضيات كي تعطي كلمة الله ثمارها.

رنا من ثلاثة مواقف سلبية، لا يحق لنا ان نتخذها عند سماعنا  ويحذِّ
كلمة الله.

الطريق  بجانب  المشبّه  الاكتراث  وعدم  الاهمال  الأول،  الموقف 
الذي يقع عليه الحَبّ. فكما الطير يأكل هذا الحَب، كذلك الشيطان 
ومغريات الحياة والتجربة أيةً كانت تنتزعه فور سماعه. ما يعني أنَّ 
يهملها  بل  اكتراث،  وأي  أهمية  أية  يعطيها  لا  الكلمة  سامع 

ويستغني عنها.

الحَب،  عليها  الواقع  الصخرة  تشبه  التي  السطحية  الثاني،  الموقف 
حيث لا أصل له فييبس للحال. هكذا مَن يسمع الكلمة ولا يمتلك 
السعي  عنده  ولا  الله،  لكلام  والانفتاح  الصلاة  من  روحيّاً  عمقاً 
تخرق  فلا  مشيئته،  تجليات  يترقب  ولا  إرادته،  واكتشاف  لمعرفته 

الكلمة قلبه وعقله وإرادته، ولا تحدث صدى في أعماق ضميره.

الموقف يشبه  الدنيا. هذا  الثالث، إعطاء الاولوية لشؤون  الموقف 
حال  هذه  وخنقه.  الشوك  فنبت  الحب،  وقع  حيث  الشوك  أرض 
الذين يسمعون كلمة الله، لكن الهموم والغنى وملذات الحياة تحتل 

الأ�د الثالث عشر
من عید العنصرة
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كلمة الله �ثمر في القلوب المهیّأة لها
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كل  الكلمة  فتفقد  وتعاطيهم.  وتصرفاتهم  تفكيرهم  في  الاولوية 
قيمتها وفاعليتها، فلا تثمر عندهم.

إن الكنيسة لا تنفكّ تزرع كلمة الله بكل الطرق والوسائل، وفي كل 
قلوب  يوجد  أنه  الكبير  الرجاء  وفيها  والحالات،  والظروف  الأوقات 
كلمة  على  مبنية  فالكنيسة  الكلمة.  هذه  لقبول  مستعدة  صافية 
الله. ونحن أبناؤها وبناتها نولد من هذه الكلمة ونحيا بها، فتعطينا 
وتحتلّ  الدائم،  التجدّد  ينبوع  لنا  وهي  وهويتنا،  المسيحي  "شكلنا" 
موقع القلب لكل عمل ونشاط في الكنيسة والمجتمع. فيشبّهها 
الزرع "الذي يقع في الأرض  اليوم بحَبّ  إنجيل  الرب يسوع في مثل 
بعقولنا  لنكون  ويدعونا   .(8 ضعف"(لو8:  مئة  ويثمر  فينبت  الجيدة، 
الله  كلمة  "نسمع  الجيدة  الأرض  مثل  وقلوبنا،  وإراداتنا  وضمائرنا 

فنحفظها ونثبت فيها ونثمر".

ثمرة الصمت الصلاة وثمرة الصلاة 
الإيمان وثمرة الإيمان الحب وثمرة 

الحب الخدمة وثمرة الخدمة السلام
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