/%

Issue 40 | Sunday 6 August 2023 | Transfiguration ©

/I~ -\ THE GOSPEL

Mk9:1-7

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this Sunday, we gather to celebrate the Feast of -
the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ. Together, we embark on
a spiritual journey, ascending the metaphorical mountain with Jesus
to witness a profound moment of grace.

In the Gospel, we read how Jesus took Peter, James, and John to a
high mountain. Little did they know the extraordinary event that
awaited them. At the mountain's summit, the disciples beheld a
magnificent sight: Jesus' face radiated brilliance, and his garments
shone with a dazzling whiteness. Alongside Him appeared two great
prophets from the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, engaged in
conversation with Him. A voice from the heavens, the voice of God
the Father, proclaimed Jesus as His Beloved Son, urging them to
listen to Him.

Descending from the mountain, the three apostles pondered the
significance of what they had witnessed, trying to grasp its profound
meaning. They realised the graces they received from this
experience: firstly, they heard the voice of God the Father calling
them to listen to Jesus, and secondly, their eyes were purified as they
beheld the glory of God in Jesus' resplendent face.

Similarly, our primary duty as disciples is to heed Jesus' teachings.
Amidst the distractions of the world, we are called to set aside time
to listen to His words of salvation. We need to constantly ask
ourselves, do we create space in our lives to listen to Jesus, or do
worldly pursuits occupy most of our attention and time?

Secondly, Pope Francis beautifully reminds us that gazing upon
Jesus purifies our vision and guides us towards eternal life. Though
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the world may tempt us with temporary pleasures, it is only through
Christ that we find lasting peace and true fulfilment. Jesus shows us
the path of the Cross, but He also reveals that the Cross leads to
Resurrection and eternal life. If we faithfully share in Jesus' suffering,
we shall also share in His glory.

The Transfiguration was a glimpse of heaven on earth, offering a
foretaste of the Resurrection. As we descend from the mountain of
this spiritual encounter, we carry with us the graces received - the
callto listen to Jesus and the purification of our sight. Empowered by
these gifts, we become witnesses to His salvation and glory in our
daily lives.

This is our hope and prayer for our World Youth Day 2023 Pilgrims,
who by all accounts are on a true encounter, and a life changing
experience. May the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus inspire their
own transformation and spiritual growth on their journey.

Today, on this 11th Sunday of Pentecost, let us embark on this
journey up the mountain with Jesus. May we open our hearts to His
transformative love and allow ourselves to be nourished by His word.
As we come down from the mountain, let us bring the light of Christ
into the world, sharing His love and truth with all whom we
encounter.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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“Seeking out the lost”

As a teenager in the 1970’s and growing up on the northern beaches
of Sydney, my days were spent either in the local library studying, or
swimming at Balmoral Beach. | was one of thousands who found
solace in the sun and waves of our beautiful ocean. It was during a
holiday break that | met a group of ‘hippies’ who introduced me to
their unusual beliefs and ideals. | say ‘unusual’ because | was brought
up in a Catholic environment, thinking that everyone else in the world
believed in the same Triune God. After encountering a few other
groups of the age, such as ‘the children of God’ and ‘Hare Krishna’, it
became clear to me that my naivety was a blessing in disguise.

Often, | wonder and ask “What if | went astray and followed one of
hese non-Christian groups? What if | were not born into a Catholic
family?” This question haunts me every time | see an advertisement
that seeks donations for children and families in third-world
countries that are starving and homeless, on the brink of death. | still
wonder, with gratitude of course, why God chose to place me where |
am. This thought struck me all the more, after seeing a fundraising ad
that showed a starving baby whose name was ‘Salwa’..... struggling to
survive at such a tender young age. That could have been me...but it
wasn’t, by the grace of God. It begs the question though: is God’s
Mercy and Love exclusive to followers of Christ? Definitely not! Jesus
proved this in such a simple and humble way, by his compassion
toward Zacchaeus, despite the judgmental response of others.

Seeking out and saving the lost is as simple as showing mercy and
compassion to those who cannot find purpose or direction in their
lives. This is what Jesus expects of those who follow Him - to imitate
His Love and His Mercy when dealing with others, no matter where
they’ve been or who you think they are; everyone deserves mercy,

love, and forgiveness. When | was growing up in that “hippie era” |
too was judged harshly, but God knew all | wanted was to find “the
Truth” and He led me on that path of discovery which brought me to
Him. Thanks be to God, | am where | am today.

Let’s not become like the judgmental crowd that questioned the
kindness of Jesus toward someone they felt was a sinner and “less
worthy”. We are all children of the One True God - no matter what or
who we believe in. Let us remember this, next time we’re tempted to
question the worthiness of another soul, for God alone sees the heart
and repays each accordingly. Blessed be God!

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

In the Old
Testament sickness was
experienced as a sign of
weakness and at the same time
perceived as mysteriously bound up
with sin. The prophets intuited that
sickness could also have a redemptive
value for one's own sins and those of
others. Thus sickness was lived out
in the presence of God from whom
people implored healing
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 6 August:
11th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of the Transfiguration of
Our Lord- Novena Day 2

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Renewal of Fersan Al Adra vows Mass

11:00am All Living and Departed of Mazraat Al Teffah for
the Feast of St Doumit offered by the Association
6:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

7:00pm Youth Mass followed by BBQ Entertainment

Monday 7 August:
Novena Day 3

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession
6:00pm Sodality of the Immaculate Conception Mass
followed by Cocktail

Tuesday 8 August:
St Mary Mackillop of the Cross- Novena Day 4

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Family of Divine Word Mass and the Feast of St
Mary Mackillop of the Cross, Consecration & Renewal FDW
Vows followed by refreshments.

Wednesday 9 August: Novena Day 5
5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession
6:00pm Teens Mass

7:30pm English Faith Formation Talk

Thursday 10 August: Novena Day 6

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by Lunch & Entertainment
5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Heaven on Earth Mass

8:00pm Solemn Adoration and Procession of the Blessed
Sacrament

Friday 11 August: Novena Day 7

5:00pm Mariam Procession

6:00pm Mass

6:00pm to 9:00pm: Reconciliation & Confessions

Saturday 12 August: Novena Day 8

5:00pm The Relics of the Saints arriving to the Cathedral
5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Mass for the Intentions of our Parishioners
7:00pm Annual Parish Hafleh & Festival Rides, Lebanese
& English Entertainment & Raffle Draw. Entry $35 per
person (includes all Rides & Food) Free entry for Children
under 5 Years.

Sunday 13 August:
12th Sunday of Pentecost, Novena Day 9
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm

7:00am Rosary Prayers

8:00am Fatima Mass

10:30am to 3:00pm Family Fun Day Entry $20 per child
including unlimited Rides & Free Sausage Sizzle
6:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

Monday 14 August:
Eve of the Feast of the Assumption - Departure of the
Relics of the Saints

6:00pm Solemn Mass for the Eve of the Feast of the
Assumption celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, Unveiling, Lighting and
Blessing of the new statue of Our Lady of Lebanon,
followed by Hrissi Night and Entertainment. Church open
until midnight

Tuesday 15 August:
Feast of the Assumption
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am, 11:00am and 6:00pm

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 30/07/2023

Plates: $11,030 | Donations: 50| Candles: $1,482

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,428,734 CYPC: $37,202 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: §1,127,177 UNITS: $12,201 PoST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

OUR LADY OF LEBANON
CO-CATHEDRAL
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: 1030AM TO 3PM




-
> N égg,igg The Golden Jubilee Dinner in the presence of

A RUSTRASR His Beatitude & Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros
Cardinal Rai, Patriarch of Antioch and All the
East is our opportunity to come together as one
community around our Patriarch, and help
students in need in Lebanon.

The Maronite Eparchy of
Australia invites you to the

GOLDEN
L

Schools are on the brink of unwillingly closing
their doors and many students are having to
work, which is forcing them to attend school

less frequently. While this may come as a
surprise to so many of us, this is the reality of
the situation in Lebanon. Shortly, we will also

be sharing video assets to continue to promote
the Golden Jubilee Dinner.

Celebrating the past,
building together the future

In the presence of His Beatitude & Eminence
Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East.

will go towards supporting

onite stucdents in Lebanon

Table sales are now open, and everyone
is invited to be a part of this event on
Thursday 21 September 2023 at 7.00pm
at the Grand Pavilion, Rosehill Gardens.
We are calling for your help. Please
secure your table or sponsorship now.
Call 02 8831 0000 or email
events@maronite.org.au

. Roselhil
22023 ardens

Grand Pavilion, Rosehill

Dress Code: Formal

To secure your table or sponsorship
contact the Maronite Chancery
02 8831 0000 | events@maronite.org.au

$300 per person
$3000 per table of 10

Sponsorship Packages available

GOLDEN [k
JUBILEE ()
PARTNERS /\\\[?ASCO NSW s Bank of Sydney

5G EARS

MARONITE
EPARCHY OF
A JA AUSTRALIA

Gold Sponsorship

~1complimentary bottle of Blue Label

o o

$25,000 (ex GST)

* Premium Reserved Seating for 10 at the Dinner
(1table with company logo)

Reserved Parking for 2 cars at Rosehill Gardens
Half page advertisement in the Dinner Event
Booklet

Acknowledgement of Gold Sponsorship by the
Master of Ceremonies on the night

On-Screen advertising as Gold Sponsor
throughout the night

.

Silver Sponsorship
$10,000 (ex GST)

* Reserved Seating for 10 at the Dinner (1 table with

company logo)

Reserved Parking for 2 cars at Rosehill Gardens

Quarter page advertisement in the Dinner Event

Booklet

Acknowledgement of Silver Sponsorship by the

Master of Ceremonies on the night

* On-Screen advertising as Silver Sponsor
throughout the night

Bronze Corporate Sponsorship
$5,000 (ex GST)

* Reserved Seating for 10 at the Dinner (1 table
with company logo)

¢ Advertisement in the Dinner Event Booklet

* Acknowledgement of Corporate Sponsorship by
the Master of Ceremonies on the night

* On-Screen advertising as Corporate Sponsor
throughout the night

Scotch Whiskey on dinner tables

~ Promotion of Dinner Gold sponsorship on
website and Eparchy social media pages
in July, August and September 2023

~ Company logo to be placed on the red
carpet sponsorship wall

~ Presentation of an Appreciation Plague
during the formalities of the Event

~1complimentary bottle of Blue Label
Scotch Whiskey on dinner tables

~ Promotion of Dinner Silver sponsorship on
website and Eparchy social media pages in
August and September 2023

~ Company logo to be placed on the red
carpet sponsorship wall

~ Presentation of an Appreciation Plaque
during the formalities of the Event

~1complimentary bottle of Blue Label
Scotch Whiskey on dinner tables

~ Acknowledgement of Dinner Corporate
sponsorship on website and Eparchy
social media pages in September 2023

~ Company logo to be placed on the red
carpet sponsorship wall

Please contact Claudia Azzi at the Chancery Office, Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand and
Oceania on 02 8831 0000 or email events@maronite.org.au
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purfgatory, Allsouls who

have no one to pray for them, Tony Abdul-Ahad (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew
Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majld George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen
George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Genevieve Khoury & the departed souls of the Khoury and El-Zahoul families, Baraban
Georges Karam (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased
from their family, Rouhana Rahme, Elaine Rahme (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih
Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




