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Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Let anyone with ears listen! Mt 13: 36-43

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Maronite Church celebrates today the Feast of

Saint Charbel Makhlouf, a remarkable, and most likely, the most
famous monk of the Lebanese Maronite Order. Saint Charbel, the
first Lebanese saint to be canonised in 1977, holds a special place
in our hearts and in the Church. Our Eparchy now has 3 churches
entrusted to his patronage in Punchbow! NSW, Greenvale VIC and
East Cannington WA, opened and blessed last Sunday.

On this feast day, | am reminded of the deep connection we share
with Saint Charbel. It is a connection that spans time and
distance, linking us to a man whose holiness and devotion
continue to inspire us. Saint Charbel holds a special place in my
vocation and my spiritual journey, and in his honour, | have
chosen to add his name in my episcopate to the name my parents
gave me, becoming Antoine-Charbel.

Saint Charbel was my role model in the monastic life and his
example inspired me, and countless other priests, with his deep
Eucharistic spiritualit%, making the Mass and the adoration of the
Lord the centre of his existence. We constantly look to the
example of Saint Charbel, drawing from his love for the Lord, that
our own love for Him may deepen with each passing day.

An essential aspect of Saint Charbel's spirituality, which holds
great relevance for our own spiritual lives is his profound
commitment to silence and prayer. Saint Charbel's life was a
constant prayer. Whether in the public prayer of the Divine
Liturgy, the personal prayers and devotions in his hermitage, or
the prayer infused in his labour, he maintained an unbroken
conversation with God, cultivating an intimate relationship with
Him. Saint Charbel, through his holy silence, teaches us to seek
God's presence amidst the noise of the world and to listen
attentively to His gentle voice. In a society dominated by

Feast of St Charbel
Rom 8: 28-39
Mt 13: 36-43

Eighth Sunday of
Pentecost
Isa 42:1-8
Rom 8: 1-11
Mt 12: 14-21

technology and rapid communication, he serves as a powerful
reminder that God is real, alive, and loving. He beckons us to
speak lt.o our Heavenly Father often and to make prayer a priority
in our lives.

On this beautiful feast day, let us remember that Saint Charbel's
life and intercession extend far beyond our own community. His
spiritual influence transcends borders, cultures, and religions,
drawing thousands of people from around the world, from
various faith traditions, to seek his intercession and receive

races through prayer. Let us strive, in his example, to fill our

ands with good deeds, to spread our faith wherever we go, and
to serve one another in love, walking in the footsteps of our
beloved saint.

I wish you all a blessed feast day and pray that the grace of Saint
Charbel guides us on our journey of faith and intercedes for us
before the throne of God.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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St Charbel - Simplicity in today’s chaotic world

To live in the world and not be a part of the world is the aspiration of
every saint and indeed, every Christian. How does one follow this
without contradicting Christ? We can learn much from our beloved
Saint Charbel who embraced a life of monastic solitude with
emphasis on the spiritual and ascetical life of St Maroun. Known for
his simplicity and desire to discover God’s presence in all things, St
Charbel did not separate the physical and spiritual world; he actually
used the physical world to deepen his faith and spiritual experience
with God. It sounds easier said than done, living as we do in our
chaotic world of the 21st Century. It may be difficult, but certainly not
impossible with God’s help. The saints were able to free themselves
from the physical world by their passion and fervour for prayer,
entering into a personal and intimate relationship with God. This is
what each of us is called to do and can do if we sincerely desire
Heaven.

Saint Charbel, monk and hermit of the Lebanese Maronite Order,
reminds us of the indispensable role of prayer, hidden virtues and
penance to liberate the soul in its ascent to God. Dedicated totally to
Christ, he lived, worked and prayed in silence, performing his priestly
ministry and monastic duties with love, just as we should also
perform our duties whether in our workplace, with family, or
generally in society. In his life of prayer and labour combined, the
Eucharist was the centre of his life, encouraged by Scripture and the
Blessed Mother. Through prayer and penance he offered himself as a
sacrifice so that the world would return to God.

In our own lives, this too can be our offering and even our
consolation when we find ourselves struggling with daily crosses,
uniting all with His Passion, for the salvation of souls. Whatever we
endure with a heart of compassion, is a pleasing sacrifice to our
loving God who sees all. It’s not impossible to start our day with
prayers and Holy Mass, then continue with our duties which too may
serve as a continuous prayer throughout the day. It’s these little
practices, forming into habits, that will help us live simply despite
the chaos around us. | like to remind myself daily of these words
from scripture “act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your
God” (Micah 6:8).

QUESTION

Salwa Elias

The Church has the
mission and the power to
forgive sins because Christ
himself has conferred it upon her:
"Receive the Holy Spirit, if you
forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained"
(John 20:22-23)

Why does the
Church have

the power to
forgive sins 9

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 16 July:
8th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of St Charbel

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Chafic Boulos Saghabi
from Kfardlakos

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Bakhos Gebrael Gebran
from Serhel

Thursday 20 July:
Feast of St Elias

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Saturday 22 July:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Alia Nehme widow of
the late Chafic Ibrahim Nehme from Fradiss and lived in
Kfarsghab

Name:
St Charbel
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Find the following words in the puzzle.

Words are hidden and

ANNAYA HERMITAGE POVERTY

BEKAA KAFRA INTERCESSION PRAYER

CHARBEL LEBANON SAINT

CHASTITY LOVE SILENT

CONVENT MIRACLE WORKER

FAITHFUL MONK

GREAT MOUNITAINS

HERMIT OBEDIENCE

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

Sunday 23 July:
9th Sunday of Pentecost

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Zeina Hanna Sassine
widow of the late Mounir Younan from Wadi Qannoubine
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Samira Antoun Hachem

from Tannourine
PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 09/07/2023

Plates: $12,009 | Donations: $200| Candles: $197

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,428,734 CYPC: $37,202 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,127,177 UNITS: $12,201 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
INYOUR PARISH ¢ 48

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

After 7pm Mass the youth held a sausage sizzle night. It was a great night

around the BBQ on a cold winter’s night. We all enjoyed a tasty sausage

sizzle whilst mingling with many of our youth. Hope to see you at one of
our next events.

Exciting News for Our Parish!

Thanks to the incredible generosity and support of our community, the
installation of a cutting-edge solar system that will generate a total of
150KW of clean, renewable energy for our parish is now completed.
This remarkable endeavour will not only allow us to contribute towards
a more sustainable future but will also lead to substantial savings on our
electricity bills. Every dollar we save on energy costs can be redirected
towards further enhancing our ministries and supporting the needs of
our community.

We want to express our deepest gratitude to all the amazing individuals
who have donated towards this significant project. Your unwavering
support and belief in our vision have made this dream a reality. It is
because of your generosity that we can take this vital step towards being
better stewards of the environment while ensuring the financial stability
of our parish.

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all those who contributed to this
monumental initiative. Your dedication and commitment to our parish
are deeply appreciated.

“Maronite Catholic Faith” course

Another outstanding night and turn out for Week 2. The Holy Spirit was
present and working among us as we navigated the evening. The night
concluded with a moving Meditation on Scripture (Lectio Divina). Join us
next week for an exciting and in-depth look into the mysteries of the
“*Most Holy Trinity”*. This is a class not to be missed! It’s not too late to
join! “Come and See” (Jn 1:39-41)

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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‘ Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) (C) (D) Wadiha Draybi (E )Tanlous Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his fam|ly( ) (G) Helen George, MaH|d George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil

Haddad (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Me hem

N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and

their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine
and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Emile Nabih Saad, Saydeh Saab, Boutros & Therese & Kenny Sassine (T)
Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Raymond Youssef Dieb Younan (Z)



