
Feast of St Charbel
Rom 8: 28-39
Mt 13: 36-43

Eighth Sunday of 
Pentecost
Isa 42: 1-8
Rom 8: 1-11
Mt 12: 14-21

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Maronite Church celebrates today the Feast of 
Saint Charbel Makhlouf, a remarkable, and most likely, the most 
famous monk of the Lebanese Maronite Order. Saint Charbel, the 
first Lebanese saint to be canonised in 1977, holds a special place 
in our hearts and in the Church. Our Eparchy now has 3 churches 
entrusted to his patronage in Punchbowl NSW, Greenvale VIC and 
East Cannington WA, opened and blessed last Sunday.

On this feast day, I am reminded of the deep connection we share 
with Saint Charbel. It is a connection that spans time and 
distance, linking us to a man whose holiness and devotion 
continue to inspire us. Saint Charbel holds a special place in my 
vocation and my spiritual journey, and in his honour, I have 
chosen to add his name in my episcopate to the name my parents 
gave me, becoming Antoine-Charbel.

Saint Charbel was my role model in the monastic life and his 
example inspired me, and countless other priests, with his deep 
Eucharistic spirituality, making the Mass and the adoration of the 
Lord the centre of his existence. We constantly look to the 
example of Saint Charbel, drawing from his love for the Lord, that 
our own love for Him may deepen with each passing day.

An essential aspect of Saint Charbel's spirituality, which holds 
great relevance for our own spiritual lives is his profound 
commitment to silence and prayer. Saint Charbel's life was a 
constant prayer. Whether in the public prayer of the Divine 
Liturgy, the personal prayers and devotions in his hermitage, or 
the prayer infused in his labour, he maintained an unbroken 
conversation with God, cultivating an intimate relationship with 
Him. Saint Charbel, through his holy silence, teaches us to seek 
God's presence amidst the noise of the world and to listen 
attentively to His gentle voice. In a society dominated by 
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9689 2899
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Saturday
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technology and rapid communication, he serves as a powerful 
reminder that God is real, alive, and loving. He beckons us to 
speak to our Heavenly Father often and to make prayer a priority 
in our lives.

On this beautiful feast day, let us remember that Saint Charbel's 
life and intercession extend far beyond our own community. His 
spiritual influence transcends borders, cultures, and religions, 
drawing thousands of people from around the world, from 
various faith traditions, to seek his intercession and receive 
graces through prayer. Let us strive, in his example, to fill our 
hands with good deeds, to spread our faith wherever we go, and 
to serve one another in love, walking in the footsteps of our 
beloved saint.

I wish you all a blessed feast day and pray that the grace of Saint 
Charbel guides us on our journey of faith and intercedes for us 
before the throne of God.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

THE GOSPEL
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the 
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Let anyone with ears listen! Mt 13: 36-43 

Message from the Bishop



UPCOMING EVENTS

The Church has the 
mission and the power to 

forgive sins because Christ 
himself has conferred it upon her: 

"Receive the Holy Spirit, if you 
forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained"
(John 20:22-23)

ANSWER

Why does the 
Church have 
the power to 
forgive sins

QUESTION

St Charbel – Simplicity in today’s chaotic world
To live in the world and not be a part of the world is the aspiration of 
every saint and indeed, every Christian. How does one follow this 
without contradicting Christ? We can learn much from our beloved 
Saint Charbel who embraced a life of monastic solitude with 
emphasis on the spiritual and ascetical life of St Maroun. Known for 
his simplicity and desire to discover Godʼs presence in all things, St 
Charbel did not separate the physical and spiritual world; he actually 
used the physical world to deepen his faith and spiritual experience 
with God. It sounds easier said than done, living as we do in our 
chaotic world of the 21st Century. It may be difficult, but certainly not 
impossible with Godʼs help. The saints were able to free themselves 
from the physical world by their passion and fervour for prayer, 
entering into a personal and intimate relationship with God. This is 
what each of us is called to do and can do if we sincerely desire 
Heaven.

Saint Charbel, monk and hermit of the Lebanese Maronite Order, 
reminds us of the indispensable role of prayer, hidden virtues and 
penance to liberate the soul in its ascent to God. Dedicated totally to 
Christ, he lived, worked and prayed in silence, performing his priestly 
ministry and monastic duties with love, just as we should also 
perform our duties whether in our workplace, with family, or 
generally in society. In his life of prayer and labour combined, the 
Eucharist was the centre of his life, encouraged by Scripture and the 
Blessed Mother. Through prayer and penance he offered himself as a 
sacrifice so that the world would return to God.
 

In our own lives, this too can be our offering and even our 
consolation when we find ourselves struggling with daily crosses, 
uniting all with His Passion, for the salvation of souls. Whatever we 
endure with a heart of compassion, is a pleasing sacrifice to our 
loving God who sees all. Itʼs not impossible to start our day with 
prayers and Holy Mass, then continue with our duties which too may 
serve as a continuous prayer throughout the day. Itʼs these little 
practices, forming into habits, that will help us live simply despite 
the chaos around us. I like to remind myself daily of these words 
from scripture “act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your 
God” (Micah 6:8).

Salwa Elias



KIDS CORNER

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 16 July:
8th Sunday of Pentecost – Feast of St Charbel
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Chafic Boulos Saghabi 
from Kfardlakos
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Bakhos Gebrael Gebran 
from Serhel

Thursday 20 July:
Feast of St Elias
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Saturday 22 July:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Alia Nehme widow of 
the late Chafic Ibrahim Nehme from Fradiss and lived in 
Kfarsghab

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 09/07/2023
Plates: $12,009 |   Donations: $200 |   Candles: $197
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,428,734        CYPC: $37,202 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,127,177                 UNITS: $12,201 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Sunday 23 July:
9th Sunday of Pentecost
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Zeina Hanna Sassine 
widow of the late Mounir Younan from Wadi Qannoubine
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Samira Antoun Hachem 
from Tannourine

Last Sunday

After 7pm Mass the youth held a sausage sizzle night. It was a great night 
around the BBQ on a cold winterʼs night. We all enjoyed a tasty sausage 
sizzle whilst mingling with many of our youth. Hope to see you at one of 

our next events. 

“Maronite Catholic Faith” course

Another outstanding night and turn out for Week 2. The Holy Spirit was 
present and working among us as we navigated the evening. The night 

concluded with a moving Meditation on Scripture (Lectio Divina). Join us 
next week for an exciting and in-depth look into the mysteries of the 

“*Most Holy Trinity”*. This is a class not to be missed! Itʼs not too late to 
join! “Come and See” (Jn 1:39-41)

Exciting News for Our Parish!

Thanks to the incredible generosity and support of our community, the 
installation of a cutting-edge solar system that will generate a total of 

150KW of clean, renewable energy for our parish is now completed. 
This remarkable endeavour will not only allow us to contribute towards 

a more sustainable future but will also lead to substantial savings on our 
electricity bills. Every dollar we save on energy costs can be redirected 
towards further enhancing our ministries and supporting the needs of 

our community.
We want to express our deepest gratitude to all the amazing individuals 

who have donated towards this significant project. Your unwavering 
support and belief in our vision have made this dream a reality. It is 

because of your generosity that we can take this vital step towards being 
better stewards of the environment while ensuring the financial stability 

of our parish.
Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all those who contributed to this 

monumental initiative. Your dedication and commitment to our parish 
are deeply appreciated.

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps 
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by 
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the 
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.

ً
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الأحد ١٦ تموز:

الأحد الثامن من زمن العنصرة-  عيد القديس شربل
٩:٣٠ السنة للمرحوم شفيق بولس الصغابي من كفردلاقوس

١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم باخوس جبرايل جبران من سرعل

الخميس ٢٠ تموز:
عيد مار الياس

١٠:٣٠ قداس المسنين على نية كبارنا في الرعية يليه غداء

السبت ٢٢ تموز: 
٦:٠٠ السنة للمرحومة عليا نعمة أرملة المرحوم شفيق إبراهيم نعمة 

من الفراديس وسكان كفرصغاب

الأحد ٢٣ تموز:
الأحد التاسع من زمن العنصرة

١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة زينة حنا ساسين أرملة المرحوم منير يونان من 
وادي قنوبين

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة سميرة أنطون الهاشم من تنورين 
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those 
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for 
them (B) (C) (D) Wadiha Draybi (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil 
Haddad (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and 
their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine 
and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Emile Nabih Saad, Saydeh Saab, Boutros & Therese & Kenny Sassine (T) 
Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Raymond Youssef Dieb Younan (Z)

Lorem ipsum

وجه المسيح هو وجه الكنيسة، وجهًا شافيًا ومسالمًا، اختاره الله وملأه من 
روحه، وأرسله ليبشّر الأمم بالحقّ حتى النصر. إنّه وجه كلّ مسيحي وكاهن 

وراهب وراهبة، وجه كلّ إنسان مخلوق على صورة الله.

من  للتخلّص  الأمثل  الطريقة  ليروا  ويتشاورون،  يجتمعون  الفرّيسيّون 
يوم  وكان  اليابسة،  يده  من  يعاني  إنسانًا  شفى  أن  بعد  الناصرّي،  يسوع 
سبت، مخالفاً بذلك شريعة السبت الناهية عن العمل. انزعج الفرّيسيّون 
به،  الشعب  ولتعلّق  عليه،  يقدرون  لا  الذي  السامي  لعمله  يسوع  من 
ولاعتقادهم أنّه ينافسهم أو يزاحمهم في مآربهم السياسية ومصالحهم 
منطق  اعتماد  هي  الفرّيسيون  اليها  يصل  سوف  التي  والنتيجة  الخاصّة 

العنف وقتل يسوع.

الإنسان  وتقود  العيون  تعمي  البشريّة  المصالح  أنّ  كيف  يوم  كلّ  نرى   
المساق لها إلى إزالة "المنافس"، وإلغائه. وفي علاقاتنا الشخصيّة اليوميّة، 
ا.  دمويًّ الإرهاب  يكون  أن  بالضرورة  ليس  إخوتنا.  ضدّ  الإرهاب  نمارس  قد 
هناك الإرهاب الكلامي، والإرهاب الفكريّ، الإرهاب بتدمير الصيت، الإرهاب 

بممارسة الظّلم والتّهديد. كلّ هذه الأمور يمكن تصنيفها "كجرائم قتل".

حكمة  إنّها   .(١٥ (الآية  هناك"  من  انصرف  "يسوع  الفرّيسيين،  فعلة  أمام 
التّصرّف. لقد تجنّب الشّر بانتظار تجلّي إرادة الآب.

 
وعللهم  أمراضهم  كلّ  من  جميعًا"  "شفاهم  فقد  يسوع،  تبعوا  الّذين  أمّا 
إنّه  يشفي:  بالمسيح  فاللقاء  والمعنويّة.  والنّفسيّة  والرّوحيّة  الجسديّة 
التقى  إنسان  بكلّ  خاص  شخصي  اختبار  وهذا  والأرواح".  الأجساد  "طبيب 
المسيح بإيمان وحب. وعندما يشفينا يجعلنا بدورنا أداة شفاء لغيرنا. هكذا 

يعطي المسيح الرّب معنى لحياة كل واحد وواحدة منّا.

المسيح، وتلميذه على مثاله، هو الكائن المسالم الّذي جاء يغيّير حالة الكون 
باطلة،  الإنسان  قوّة  أن  يعلن  جاء  الّذي  هو  المغفرة.  وتأنّي  الحبّ  بهدوء 

عید القد�س شربل
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الأ�د الثامن
من عید العنصرة
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سأجعل رو� �لیه
ف��شر� الأمم �لحقّ
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صلاة لمار الیاس الحيّ 
السلام عليك يا مار الياس الحي، يا نبي الله العلي 

وصاحب الايمان القوي والغيرة الالهية والسيرة الملائكية.

وقرنت  الشرور  صانعي  ووبخت  الزور  دحضت  قد  الحق.  كاروز  انت 
واهطلت  باعال،  كهنة  ففتكت  المضرم،  بالحب  المتقدة  القوة 
تجعلنا  ان  متضرعين،  فنسالك  بصلاتك  انحباسها  بعد  الامطار 
المعونة  منك  نلتمس  واذ  مستنيرين  وبسنائك  مستظلين 

والشفاعة، نلتجئ اليك قائلين:

نجنا من الشدائد والمصائب والشرور ومن فخاخ الاعداء المنظورين 
والغير المنظورين رد عنا الضربات، وابعد الامراض والاوبئة والقحط 
والغلاء وادفع عنا وثبات الخيالات الرديئة والافراح الشريرة، وكن لنا 
قبلت  وكما  حياتنا  من  ساعة  كل  في  ومساعدا  ومنجيا  حافظا 
واحييته،  الموت  بعد  من  الوحيد  ابنها  لها  ورددت  الارملة  تنهدات 

اقبل تضرعاتنا نحن الملتجئين اليك الآن.

لله،  مرضية  نقية  حياة  نحيا  لكي  البر،  سبيل  في  خطواتنا  وسدد 
القديسين في السماء  ونستحق ان نمجده تعالى معك ومع سائر 

��العليا الى الابد. ��
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