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Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. “I will not leave you
orphaned; | am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live,
you also will live. On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. Jn 14: 15-20

“O mother of God.
wellspring of life,

Pray for us!”
Blessings for
the Month of May

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, we celebrate the joyous feast of E
Pentecost, marking fifty days since Easter and the end of the Season
of the Resurrection. During the past weeks, we rejoiced in the
triumph of the Risen Christ over death and sin. Just ten days ago, on
Ascension Thursday, He appeared for the final time to His disciples.
Today, His promise to send them an advocate is fulfilled.

The Epistle reading recounts the account of the Jewish celebration of
Pentecost, where people from all corners had gathered to renew
their covenant with God. Unfamiliar with Jesus of Nazareth, they
witnessed a remarkable outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Saint Luke
describes the descent of tongues of fire and a sound resembling a
violent wind. These manifestations signify the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the apostles experience a
transformation within their hearts. No longer confined by fear, they
boldly proclaim the wonders of God to those responsible for Christ's
crucifixion. Their proclamation transcends language barriers, as
everyone hears them in their own language. This highlights the
universal nature of the gospel, meant for all people, regardless of
their nationality. The diversity within our Church is indeed a precious
gift. It is through the Holy Spirit that we are able to embrace unity in
the midst of our differences and diversity.
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Pentecost Sunday
Gen 11: 1-9
Acts 2: 1-21
Jn14: 15-20

Pentecost is the feast of the Holy Spirit, who has renewed the Church
for twenty centuries. We are called to welcome this same Spirit into
our lives, opening our hearts to God's abundant gifts.

To truly embody the essence of Pentecost, let us consider three
important actions: First, let us renew our love for Jesus through
repentance and reconciliation. Second, filled with His love and
mercy, let us faithfully live out our faith by following God's
commandments and the teachings of Jesus. This distinction is
significant, as acting out of love compels us to go above and beyond,
investing our hearts and souls into our actions. Lastly, let us emulate
the apostles and bear witness to Jesus Christ, making disciples of all
nations. Our mission is to bring Jesus to those we encounter and
bring those we meet to Jesus.

10th Episcopal Anniversary

It was providential that the 10th anniversary of my episcopal
ordination on May 25 was only days before the Feast of Pentecost. |
extend my heartfelt gratitude for your well wishes. | humbly ask for
your prayers, that the Holy Spirit may continue to inspire and guide
me in my service to our Church.

Serving the Lord is a tremendous privilege, made possible only
through His love and mercy. | am eternally grateful for your
unwavering support and prayers, especially over the past decade.
Let us persist in serving one another with love and compassion,
leading with courage and humility, working together to build the
kingdom of God on earth, and extending His love and mercy to all
whom we encounter.

May the Holy Spirit remain with us always, granting us unwavering
zeal and love as we proclaim the Good News.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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"The Spirit of Truth"

I have often heard it said that “promises are made to be broken” but |
didn’t believe this, until | was old enough to realise that some
promises are made just for the sake of achieving a particular goal.
Many trusting hearts have been broken as a result, in both personal
relationships and business. Families are divided and nations are at
war, because of broken promises and the loss of trust. If only we
would keep the promises we have made, and not make promises we
cannot keep.

Jesus - the Way, the Truth, and the Life - never made a promise that
He did not fulfil. His only mandate: “keep my commandments”. He
promised to rise from the dead, and He did. He promised to be with us
always, so He left us His Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament, the
Holy Eucharist, where He remains with us physically and spiritually.
He promised to send us a “helper” the Holy Spirit of Truth, our
advocate...and He did.

If we live as Jesus has commanded us to live, then we can be sure of
His promises. We are assured in the Divine Liturgy that He has united
our humanity with His Divinity, and His Divinity with our humanity -
“You have assumed what is ours, and You have given us what is
Yours.” How many more reassurances do we need to be sure that His
promises to us will be fulfilled?

When difficult situations arise in our daily lives, we can easily get
caught up with worrying about these problems, becoming distressed
and anxious when we fail to find solutions. We sometimes carry the
world on our own shoulders, and turn to vices for temporary comfort

and relief. All the while, Jesus is calling out to each one of us “Trust in
Me!” Anguish and fear are our worst enemies, but Jesus has many
times comforted and consoled us for He has overcome the world,
knowing that we will not find our comfort here. Our ‘comforter’ is the
Holy Spirit, the promised advocate who waits patiently to be called
upon. Vices and earthly pleasures are only fleeting consolations that
generally leave us feeling worse than when we sought their relief.
Saint Theresa of Avila encourages me always when | find myself
surrounded with troubles and burdened by concerns of life, out of
my control. One of her famous prayers is a source of courage for all in
need of hope: “Let nothing disturb you; all things are passing; he who
has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices.”

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

To believe in the
Holy Spirit is to profess
faith in the Third Person of
the Most Holy Trinity who
proceeds from the Father and

What does
the Church
mean when the Son and "is worshipped and
glorified with the Father and
the Son". The Spirit is "sent
into our hearts" (Galatians
4:6) so that we might
receive new life as
sons of God

she confesses:
"l believe in
the Holy,
Spirit" 2

ANSWER

& A Retreat Déy;
For Women |

(English) &

Sunday 18 June 2023
8:30am-4:30pm
St Joseph'’s Baulkham Hills
Speaker: Mrs Houda Jilwan
For ages 25 and over

Cost: 580
SMS Juliette 0403 133 502 to register

Reglstrations close Sunday the 4* of June
Organised by OLOL Family Committee

MY O
TUESDAY
SPORTS
NIGHT

8PM | REC ROOM

BARISTA
FULL OR PART TIME

CONTACT SAM ON
0404177 360

’ UPCOMING EVENTS

HOLY COMMUNION
Gifts & Custom
Bomboniéres

Statues, Candles, Crosses, Rosaries Books
Frames, Cards & Medals, religious
Jewelry & more.

CALL: 0424 62 77 30

Maronite Flame Teens
Years 7-9 run every Saturday
4-6pm
Youth Centre

Come Alive
Years 10-12 run fortnightlyWednesday
7-9pm
Seniors room
Contact Rachel 0477276077 for more information

OLOL

I@l ololmaroniteflames

NEW AGED CARE HOME OUR LADY MERCY PLACE
HARRIS PARK

We have wonderful news to share with our community; we are getting closer to
the opening of the new Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park, aged care home. As a
member of our Maronite community, you still have an opportunity to secure a
place at the new home. In pride of place adjoining the Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, this new home will offer beautiful accommodation right in the
heart of the community. You and your loved one will be assured of the highest
quality accommodation and care.

Scan to check all the
Parish's our Social
Media platforms and
contact details.

By joining the list before the home opens, you will also have the opportunity also
have exclusive access to the first Open Day. If you are already on the waiting list a
member of the team at Mercy Health will have reached out to you direct. If you
have missed their call, please contact them on (02) 6022 5800 or
emailOLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 28 May:

Pentecost Sunday, Rite of Adoration and Blessing of the Water
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One year Mass for the late Malakeh Tannous wife of

Antoine Najib Mekary from Zgharta
7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Emile Elias Feghali from
Bssous - Aley

Saturday 3 June:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Tunsie Tannous Maroon from
Kfarsghab

UPCOMING EVENTS

Corpus Christi
Thursday 8 June 2023

Mass at 6pm followed by
Adoration & Outdoor
Procession

Petition to save
Calvary Hospital Canberra

The ACT Government is attempting to strip the ownership
and management of Calvary Hospital in Canberra away
from Calvary Health Care, and give the ownership to the

government-run Canberra Health Services instead.

Calvary Health Care operates hospitals and aged care
facilities across the country and has been serving
Canberra residents of all faiths and none, for almost 50
years.

The government’s compulsory acquisition of Calvary
Public Hospital will have far-reaching ramifications for
freedom of religion and freedom of conscience in Australia
and will allow it to push an anti-life agenda right through
the hospital.

This is more than just about Calvary Hospital; if the ACT

Government can do this to a Catholic hospital, it can also

do it to other institutions such as schools and aged care
facilities run by faith groups.

If the government is successful in this radical action in
Canberra, it could serve as a precedent for other
governments in other states as well.

Please sign the petition on www.savecalvary.com.au to
help save Calvary Hospital

Sunday 4 June:

Trinity Sunday

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Georgette Obeid wife of
Michael Lahoud from Toula

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Saide Tansa Draybi wife of
George Saab from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Matthew Sam Azar from
Baabda

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 21/05/2023

Plates: $16,428| Donations: $150| Candles: $2,171
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,456,518 CYPC: $36,725 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,137,859 UNITS: $12,047 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH .

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Cancer Council's

Last Sunday

We celebrated the Feast of Saint
Rita at 5pm Mass. Mass was
celebrated by Fr Robert-Pio and
included the Rite of blessings of
the roses, bread, oil and
procession. St Rita teaches us to be
patient, faithful and most
importantly forgiving. St Rita, pray
for us!

Biggest Morning
Tea

Last Sunday in a combined effort by
the Youth, Family Committee, Teens
& Fersen, the parish successfully
organised Cancer Council's Biggest
Morning Tea event!

We are beyond thrilled to have
hosted this significant event, which
aimed to raise funds and awareness
for cancer research, support
services, and prevention programs.
It's crucial for us to come together
and make a positive impact on the
lives of those affected by cancer.
Although the event has concluded,
the opportunity to contribute is not
over! We warmly invite you to show
your support by making a generous
donation to help us reach our
fundraising goal. Every single
donation matters and can truly make
a difference. You can still donate by
going to the following link:
https://www.biggestmorningtea.com
.au/fun.../ololcocathedral/

By donating, you are directly
assisting Cancer Council in their
relentless efforts to improve
treatments, provide support to
patients and their families, and work
towards a future where cancer is no
longer a threat. Let's unite against
cancer, ignite hope, and build a
brighter future together. We are
immensely grateful for your support
and sincerely appreciate your
contributions.

Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts

On Tuesday

Family of the Divine Word gathered
for their weekly bible study, this
week’s speaker was Deacon
Ghassan Nakhoul. We explored
further on the topic of Ephesians
6:10-20 “ It’s a War! Take Up All
God's Armour”.

To conclude the month of May
many parishioners joined in
honouring Our Blessed Mother
with a procession around the
streets of Harris Park. Afterwards
we came together for Mass with
His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay to
celebrate his 10th Episcopal
Anniversary. We celebrated this
milestone with Sayedna after
Mass in the parish hall with a
cocktail celebration. We thank you
for your hard work over the years
and pray for you as you continue

to do so.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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MaroniteCare is presenting three seminars on the topic of The
Trouble with Electronic Media. We shall examine the problems associ-
ated with electronic media and how to deal with them, especially
with addiction. The seminars are for those of or over the age of 18

years, only.
It will be taken by Fr Yuhanna Azize with the assistance of some volun EATERING fgﬁ ygUﬁ
wi u zize wi i volun-
teers, in the Cha%cery Board Room, level 2, OLOL Community Centre, HU“/CUMMUNIUN
between 7:00 and 8:00pm on Monday 19 and 26 June and 3 July. fUNBﬂON
MaroniteCa_E)el alsg se%ks vo.lurg)tlee]rcs to assift withhthe eﬁperimentrcl)f - REE DELIVERY
an “accessible church,” suitable for people such as those on the ASK INSIDE FOR DETAILS
autism spectrum who would plrier[Le"rg;c’) attend a specially constituted OR CALL 0404 177 360

EMAIL: INFO@SLOAVESCAFE.COM AU

Please direct enquiries to
Fr Yuhanna on 0435 764 924 between 9:00am and 9:00pm.

Month of May
Mary home visits

Group 1

Sunday 28 May Kfarsghab Association | 15 Old Prospect Rd, South Wentworthville

Monday 29 May Faraj Bayssari 19 Otto St, Merrylands West Jana Boulos 11 Commissioners Rd, Denistone

Tuesday 30 May Rhonda Wehbe 18 Ritchie St, Granville Priscilla Bouari 80 Condoin Lane, Pemulwuy

Wednesday 31 May Gladiss Hawach 51 Prospect St, Rosehill salim and Lina Zeait | 70 Chetwind Rd, Merrylands

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health, the operators of the
brand-new aged care home at Harris Park is
pleased to provide an update on the

progress of c?nstrucgion and thle anticipated %
i L M P Harri H
cpenngorouragyerssracetars | Mercy Health brings S
Mercy Health

In pride of place adjoini derful i i
onpisectpacesdmneouvoncerl | healthy ageing to Harris Park
home will offer beautiful accommodation

right in the heart of our community.

Mercy Health is a trusted, leading Catholic provider of
health, aged and community services with 30 residential
aged care homes in New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland and Western Australia.

Mercy Health is currently working towards
holding open days and tours in July and at
this stage are anticipating welcoming the
first residents to live at Our Lady Mercy
Place Harris Park in August 2023.

Both local and global events had resulted in
supply chain disruptions, some of which
delaying the building of the new home to

opening slightly later than expected.

In collaboration with the Maronite Catholic community,
we are excited to announce the opening of our newest
home, Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park.

For those members of the community who
are seeking further details relating to the
home, Mercy Health can be contacted on

(02) 6022 5800 or via email
OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au.

This 85-bed purpose-built facility, with an on-site
wellness centre, café and hairdresser, offers quality aged
care with a focus on family, friendship and community.

Mercy Health looks forward to bringing their - - :
healthy ageing approach to the local Harris To find out more, call us on 6022 5800, email OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au

Park community and honouring the local or visit our website mercyhealth.com.au
Maronite Catholic community’s vision to

deliver better living for people as they age.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Pur atory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F % Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Genevieve Khoury & Departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) (M) Youssef
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the
deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin &
Emile Saad (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)



